ARIZONA ORDINANCE OF SECESSION

Passed }33 the Fcople of Arizona in (Convention Assembled at | a Mesilla, Arizona Territorg, March
16th, 1861

"WHEREAS, a sectional party of the North has clisregarclecl the Constitution of the umted States,
violated the rights of the Southern States, and heaped wrongs and incligm’ties upon their Peop]e; and
WHEREASJ the (Government of the (/lnitcd States has heretofore failed to give us adcqua’cc
Pro’ccction against the savages within our midst and has denied us an administration of the laws, and that
securit9 for lhce, libertg, and property which is due from all governments to the Peop]e; and WHEREAS,
itis an inherentl inalienable rig}'nt in all Pcop]e to modhcyj altcrl or abolish their form of government whenever
it fails in the legitimatc objccts of its institution, or when it is subversive thereof; and WHE R AS, in a
government of Fecleratecl, sovereign States, cach State has a right to withdraw from the comcecleracy
whenever the treaty }33 which the lcaguc is formed, is brokcn; and WHEREASJ the T erritories
be]onging to said lcaguc in common should be divided when the league is broken, and should be attached to
the seParating States accorcling to their geographical Position and Political iclentity; and WHEREAS,
Arizona ﬂatura”9 be]ongs to the Comcederate States of America (who have righhcullg and lawFu”g
withdrawn from said lcague>, both geograp%ica“y and Politica”yj by ties of a common interest and a common
cause; and WHEREAS we, the citizens of that part of New Mexico called Avrizona, in the present
distracted state of Politica] affairs between the North and the South, deem it our clut9 as citizens of the

(nited States to make known our opinions and intentions; therefore be it...

RESOLVED, That our ?ee]ings and interests are with the Southern States, and that a]’c%ough we
cleP]ore the division of the (nion, yet we corclia”y indorse the course Pursuecl by the seceded Southern

States‘

RESOL\/ED, That geographica”g and ﬂatura”9 we are bound to the SOuth, and to her we look for

Pro’ccction; and as the Southern States have formed a Comcedcracyj it is our earnest desire to be
attached to that COI’HCC&CraC\lj as a Territorg.

RESOLVED, That We do not desire to be attached as a Tcrri’cory to any State sccec}ing separatcly
from the umon, but to and under the Protection of a Comcecleracy of the Southern States‘

RESOL\/ED, That the recent enactment of the Feclera] Congress, removing the mail service from the
Atlantic to the Pacific States from the Southern to the (Central or Northern route, is another PowerFul
reason for us to ask the Southern (Confederate States of America for a continuation of the Pos’cal
service over the Butter‘Field or E_] Faso route, at the carliest Period‘



RESOLVED, That it shall be the du’c\g of the President of this (Convention to order an election for a
clelegate to the Congress of the Comcederate States of America, when he is informed that the States

comPosiﬂg saicl Comcecleracy have orclerecl an C]CC’CiOﬂ FOF members O‘F COngCSS‘

RESOL\/ED, That we will not recognize the present B]ack Republican Aclministration, and that we
will resist any officers appointcd to this Tcrritorg }33 said Administration with whatever means in our power.

RESOLVED, That the citizens residing in the western Por’cion of this Terri’corg are invited tojoin us in

this movement.

KESOL\/EDJ Tha’c the Proccedings of this Convention be Publis}wcc} in the Mcsi“a [ imes, and that a
copy thereof be forwarded to the Fresiclent of the Congress of the Comcederate States of America, with
the requcs’c that the same be laid before Congress.”



