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INTRODUCTION

While in the past | have Primarilg written about the (Confederate Navg, a recent triP to the South~
west in which | visited Mesilla, Forts [Fillmore, Craig and (nion as well as Glorietta Pass intriguec] me
rcgarc{ing this little known Civi| War theater of oPcrations. Since my return, | have given you bits of the
total Picturc, now this is an attempt to tie those Picccs togcther into a formal Presentation for your
enjogment Some critical factors regarcling these camPaigns and the [Federal responses: Three
adversaries were involvcd, each bent on dcstroying the other two- Con{:cc{cratcs, Fec{crals and
Apaches. Secondly, the availabilitg of water in this arid land determined the course of each
(Confederate camPaign and the [Tederal response, and the Rio (Grande \/a”cg became a l‘n’g)‘wwag for
invasions and retreats because of it's Proximit\zj to the river. | ach of the forts mentioned above is
located near |argc sources of water. thrc water holes had to be chenc{cc{ upon, such as for the
advance of the (alifornia Column, advancing units had to be broken down into squads of 100 men as
the}j moved across the lanclscape as 100 was the maximum number of men which could be serviced b}j
many water holes in any 24 hour Period‘ chcc it would take at least 20 clags for an army of 2000 to
advance over a land where theg were clepenc{ent upon water holes. Tl’ﬂ's text is broken up into the

Fo”owing sections:

Frovisioning the Confederate Southwest Campaigns
Baylor’s Campaign

Tl’;c I:ccleral Rcsponsc to the Invasion

Hunter's Arizona CamPaign

Sibleg’s Campaign

The [Federal Rctaking of the Confederate Arizona Tcrritory

Spotted throughout the above categories are the actual Comceclerate Batt!e and Skirmish Keports
bg the Comccdcrate Commandcrs as researched bg researcher Bi” Manlcg. Thcse do much to givc
this o)cxccring the flavor of the Perioc{.
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FPROVISIONING THE CONFEDERATE CAMFAIGNS

Georgian David [~ manuel T wiggs was the son of a distinguished Revolutionary \War Officer. Born in
1790, he was a favorite of Andrew Jackson. Twiggs‘ mi!itarg career SPanned 50 years and included
service in the War of 1812, the Seminolc War, the Black Hawk War and the Mexican War during
which he was brevetted to Major General for meritorious conduct at Monterrey. Fo”owing the
Mexican War, Twiggs was given command of the Depar’cment of Missouri heaclciuarterec] in St. | ouis,
a post he held until his retirement in 1857. T his retirement was to be short-lived. |n November 1860, at
age 70 and no longer suited to commancl, he was recalled to active c{utg and given command of the
Department of T exas by President Puchanan. At that time, T wiggs was second in seniority to
Winfield Scott and was in line to assume the duties of (Commander in (Chief had Scott retired. T he
headquarters of the Department of Texas was in San Antonio which also served as the main

quartermaster clePot for suPPIies to the 17 Texas forts under Twiggs‘ span of control.

Twiggs arrived in San Antonio and took command in a c{epar’cmcnt beset }35 the issue of secession. |n
January, 1861, the | exas Iegislature aPProvec{ the ca”ing of a Secession (Convention. On Januarg
28, 1861, the Seccssion Convcntion assembled and Passcd bg a vote of 168-7 an Orclinance of
Secession, which Providecl for the final seParation of T exas from the (Union. During the month, a
Committec of Public Safctg was aPPointcd to negotiate with Twiggs the surrender of all [Federal
forts with their arms and equipment within the state. ] o give further teeth to their negotiations, the

Committed of Public Saxcetg aPPointed Ben McCu”ough (ater killed at the battle of Pea Riclgc) the

task of raising a militia to insure the surrender.

T!’;ough a Southern sgmpathizer, Twiggs Procrastinatecl because his dutg was clcarb to retain all
Federal property. Further, he also did not want to be the man to fire the first shot in a Civil War. e
reportccl the situation to Wasl’rington asking for guidance, but got none from the lame-duck Buchanan

administration.

Dceming negotiation to be a Failure, the commissioners ordered Ben McCu”ough to seize the San
Antonio garrison. On Februarg 16, 1861 about 1000 T exan militia united with secessionist San
Antonio militia comPanies and surrounded the 3 garrison buildfngs manned }33 160 troops. A detail
was sent to Twiggs‘ house, intcrccptcd him on his way to work in a buggg and }Jrought him at shotgun
Poin’c to Pen McCu”ougH McCu”ough demanded surrender of the garrison. At first Twiggs
refused, but Fina”g he surrendered the installation in San Antonio and further agrecc{ to evacuate all
17 T exas forts on condition that the troops would be allowed to take their weapons and Iigl’lt arti”er3
to CorPus Christi where tlﬁeg would embark on sl’xiPs sailing to the north.

The evacuation of the northern troops was never comPIctcd for Political and distance reasons. [ or
example Fort Bhss near I | Paso was 550 miles from San Antonio. Much time was needed to get
clispatches there, and have the troops march across | exas to their departure destination.



Additiona”g, the Confederate government considered Twiggs agreement with T exas to be null and

void. E_arl Van Dorn stoppcd the evacuation and imPrisoned the chcral troops at CamP Tﬂler for
the duration of the war.

(eneral Twiggs was accused of treacherg and fired. ["e became a (Confederate Major (eneral but
died & months later.

Thus the Texas Comcecleratcs gainec[ the arsenals, border forts and |ogi5tical suPPort of an army.
Much of this material was later used in the (Confederate campaigns in the South-west.



BAYLOR'S CAMFAIGN

The Arizona Territory (which encomPassed the present states of New Mexico and Arizona) was
sgmpathetic to the Comcecleracg and in convention in 1861 Formerly declared that the territory was
part of the Congecleracy. T he territory asserted that all its Problems (espccia”9 APache
deprec’ations) were due to neglect }33 the US government. While of little value to the Comcederacg,
Avrizona was essential because it connected T exas to southern (California with it's str011513 pro-
(onfederate Population, and the Possibility of making the Comceclcracy an ocean to ocean nation.
(onfederate | ieutenant- (olonel Jol’m Ba3|or embarked on the "Arizona CamPaign" in June 1861
uti!izing %50 | exas Mounted thes stationed at [Tort Bliss‘ The balance of his troops remained at
Fort Bliss to protect the fortification. T he invasion route was up the Rio (Grande \/a”e}j and it's initial
target was Fort Fillmore in present Mcsi”a, New Mexico gust south of the present clay city of | as
Cruces). [Fort Fillmore was garrisoned 133 700 members of comPanies AP, D, E,G, | and K of the
7th (.5. imcantry under command of Major |saac ijnde, a % year veteran of imcantry service.
ComPanics C, F and H were en route to Fort Fi”morc from ]:ort Craig to the Nortl'l and Fort
Buchanan to the West in present clag Arizona. \/astl\zj out numbering the T exans, L}jxwde was
suPremch confident of victory and ordered the garrison to attack the (Confederates in Mesilla on Julg
25th 1861. Put after Iosing 4 killed and 7 wounded in the Pattle of Mesilla, Lﬂch:]e withdrew. [ e had
Fort Fi”more burned and commenced a 150 mile retreat of his troops to Fort Stanton. The T exansin
Pursuit first encountered 200 troops of L\zjnc{e‘s rear guard who had lived up to the 7th ]mcantrg
tradition of being a unit with an alcohol Problem. The Federal troops had filled their canteens with
whfskcg Prior to lcaving Fort [Fillmore and were found }39 the T exans strung out along the trail,
&ehydratec{ and too drunk to wa”<, much less gigl’wt and barely able to comPrel']enc{ their caPture and
transport back to Mesilla 133 wagon.

The Texans reached Lgnclc‘s main force and demanded surrender even thougl‘x t!‘zeg were
outnumbered by the Federal trooPs. r:ec{era| officers beggecl L\zjnc{e to attack and defend their honor.
Lﬂnc{c instead choose to surrender. | hree claﬂs later, the [Federal Prisoners were returned to | as
Cruccs where tlﬁeg were Parolecl and commenced a 300 mile march to Fort umon where thcy were

immccliatelg put to work to repulsc the invasion.

Upon Ieaming of the fall of Fort [Fillmore and Lgnc{e’s surrender, commanc{ing officer B.5. Roberts
of Fort Stanton ordered the forts abandonment and destruction with it's suPPIics }39 fire. A storm
came in behind the retreating forces which put the fire out. | his allowed the Mescalero Apaclﬁes to
salvage all that the semi- destrogec{ fort had to offer. uPon their arriva[, the Comcec]erates were
attacked }35 the Apachcs and while able to take the 1Cort, were unable to control the Apachcs and
abandoned the fort.

Bag!or issued the Fo”owfng proclamation to the People of the Territor3 of Arizona on August i,
1861: "] he social and Politica| condition of Arizona bcir\g little short of gcncral anarchy, and the



PeoPIe being |itera”3 destitute of law, order and Protection, the said territory, from the date hereof, is
hcrebg declared tcmPorarilg organizcci as a mi|itar9 government until such time as congress shall
otherwise Provicle. |, Jotm Baylor, | ieutenant- (Colonel, commanclihg the (Confederate army in the
territory of Arizona, herebg take Posscssion of said territory in the name and on behalf of the
(onfederate States of America. [Tor all purposes herein specitied, and until otherwise decreed or
Providec] the Territorg of Arizona shall comPrise all of that Portion of New Mexico lging below the
34th Para”el of North latitude."

Baylor dcsignated Mesi”a the caPitaL organizeci a militarg government, and aPPointcc{ himself
governor. [e ordered the evacuation and destruction of [Forts Puchanan and Breckenridge. This
action enabled the Apaclﬂes to take rePosscssion of the area and start their c{ePrcdations anew. ] he
People of Arizona subsequentlg elected Granville Oury to the Confederate congress in Richmond
and on Fcbruarg i4, 1862 Jet)ccrson Davis issued a Proc|amation acccpting the Contcdcratc
Tcrritorg of Arizona.

The to”owing are the official Confederate Pattle and Skirmish KePorts of Ba\zﬂor and his
subordinates as rescarched bg Bill Manley:

Ju15 25-27,1861- Skirmish at Mesilla

Report of [ ieut. Co!. Jo}m K. Baylor, C. s Armg, of the skirmish at Mesi”a, and the surrender of
(nion troops at San Augustinc SPrings, and subsequent oPerations.

PICACHO, MESILLAVALLEY, Arizona, August 3, 1861.

SIK l have the honor to report that ] had an engagement with the US torces, numbcring over 500
cavalrg and imcantrg with four Pieces of artillerg, at Mesilla, on the evening of the 25th of Ju|9, in which
the enemy were rcpu|se& with a loss of 3 killed and 7 wounded.

Ohn the 27th, l capturcc{ at San Augustinc SPrings the entire command of the enemy under Major
Lgnc{e, consisting of eiglﬁt companies of imcantrg, three of Mounted Rifles, with four Pfeces of arti”erg,
together with all their transportation, arms, ammunition, commissary and quartermaster's stores, all of

which , with [Fort Fillmore, are now in my Possessfon.

T oo much Praise cannot be given to the officers and soldiers under my command, and esPeciaug to

Captain Harcleman and company, who were the onlg Part of the command engagecl with the enemy.

] have thought proper to release upon Paro|e the entire command of officers and men, as ] could not,



with less than 300 men, guarc{ over 600 and meet another force of 240 of the enemy that is looked for

clailg‘
] have the honor to be, respcctFu”\g,

Jo}m K. baylor,
[ ieut. Col., Comdr. Second Regiment Mounted Rifles, CéA

F]EADQUAKTERS, Dona Ana, Ariz, September 21,1861.

SIR ] have the honor to submit the Fo”owing rePor‘t of the engagement at Mesi”a on the Zﬁtl‘n of Julgj
the capture of the United States forces the da3 after the next succeeding at Han Augustine
Springs, in the Organ Mountains, Tcrritorg of Arizona, and of my opcratiorxs in the Tcrritorg up to

the present time:

On assuming at Fort Bliss | ascertained that the (nited States forces were concentrating in force at
Fort Fi”more, and the Proximity of that post | suPPosecl that the objcct of the enemy was to attack the
forces under my command at [Tort Bliss‘ | was satisfied that if | Permit’ccc{ them to concentrate, my
command was too weak to maintain my Position. | therefore determined to attack the enemy in detail,
and prevent, if Possfble, the contcmplated concentration. [“or that purpose | sent a detachment, under
Major V\/a”er, to reconnoiter [ ort Fi”more and see the Position of the enemy Pickets, and also whether
the fort could be aPProachecl without discovcrg‘ The report of Major Waller satisfied me that | could
easilg gain a Position between the fort and the river (Rio (Grande), and cut off the animals as theg went
for water, then the enemy would have to attack me in a strong Position, thus rendcring the Protection
afforded bg the fort of no use. | accordinglg took up the line of march in the night of the 23rd of Julg
with 258 men, and in the night of the 24th succeeded in taking a Position on the river near Fort
Fi”more. The surPrisc of the enemy would have been completc except for the desertion of a Privatc
from Capt. T.T. Teels company who reportec! to Major L\zjncle our strength and Position. The 1ong
roll call was clistinctlg heard, which aPPrisec{ us that our aPProacl'l was known to the enemy.

Ohn the morning of the 25th | determined to occupy Mesilla, and prevent, if Possible, the enemy from
getting a Position there, as it was one that would be easi!g held, and would enable them to hold the
country. I reached Mcsi”a in the afternoon of the Zﬁth and was soon informed that the enemy were
marclﬁfng to attack us. | Posted my men in Posftion and awaited the arrival of the enemy. At about 5
o'clock | discovered their cavalry aPProaching the town by the main road, and soon after the imcantrg
came up in sigl’lt, bringfng with them three howitzers. They formed within 300 9arc{s, and were, as near
as | could tell, about 00 strong. A Flag was sent in to demand the "unconditional and immediate
surrender of the Texas Forces,” to which ] answered that "we would Figlﬁt Firs’c, and surrender
afterward,” the answer was followed bg the enemy opening on us with their howitzers. After four or five

rounds of bombs, grape, and canister, the cava1r9 formed and marched up within 250 3arcls, Prcparator}j



to maldng a cl’large. CaPtain [Hardeman's company, being in Position nearest the enemy was ordered to
open on them with his front rank, to see if thcg were within range of our guns. T he fire was well directed
and Provec] effective, killing‘% of the enemy and woundfng 7- The cavalrg was thrown into confusion and
retreated hasti]gj running over the infantrg. Jn a few moments the enemy were marclﬂing back in the
direction of their fort, but suPPosiﬂg it to be a faint, intended to draw me from my Position, | did not
pursue them, but l(ePt my Position until next morning, the 26th, expecting that tl']eg would attack us

under cover of m’ght.

The enemy not aPPearing, | sent my sPies to reconnoiter, and discover, if Possiblc, their movements.
The sPies rePorted the enemy at work at the fort making breastworks, and evi&ent!g Preparing to
defend themselves. uPon hcaring this, | sent express to Fort Bliss, ordering up arti”erg to attack the

fort on the arrival of my re-enforcements

On the morning of the 27th, a little after daylight, my spics rcPor‘tcd a column of dust seen in the
direction of the Organ Mountains, distant 15 miles, on the [Fort Stanton road. | could from the top of
a house with a glass the movements of the enemy. | immediately ordered the command to saddle and
mount, for the purpose of intercePting them at San Augustine Pass. | had reached the river, distant 1
mile, when | received intelligence that a messenger had arrived from the fort, and stated that the enemy
had fired the buildings, that it had been extinguished, and but little had been destroyed. | at once
ordered Major Waller to take a detachment of men and go to the fort, and save, if Possible, the
property therein, and to leave enough men to guard the post, and then to overtake me as soon as
Possible. On reaching the foot of the mountain, distant 15 miles, | could see the rear of the enemy,
comPoscd chieﬂg of famished stragg|ers, endcavoring to make their way to water. | disarmed and
collected a number of them, and ?inding most of them dging of thirst, we gave them water we had, and
were comPe”ecl ourselves to go to a spring in the mountain for water. Lieutcnant Baylor and Mr.
Parnes, a citizen of | as Cruces, who acted as a guicle, found 24 of the enemy at the spring, who had

from exhaustion gone to s|eeP, whom they caPturccl.

After getting water for my men | started in Pursuit of the enemy, who had Passed through San
Augustinc Pass. | was dclagcd for some time waiting for Ma_jor Waller, who, mistaking my orders, had
carried with him the whole command, except Captaiﬂ [Hardeman's company, to Fort Fillmore. So soon
as thegjoinec{ me | started in Pursuit, and found the enemy's cavalr3 drawn up to cover the retreat
tlﬁrough the pass. Tl’xese I chargec{ with Captafn Harc{eman’s company. Tlﬁeg retreated in lﬁaste,
Ieaving behind their wagons and arti”erg and all their supplies. uPon gaining the summit of the Pass, a
P!ain view of the road to San Augustine Springs was Presentecl‘ The road for 5 miles was lined with
the Fainting, famished soldiers, who threw down their arms as we Passcc{ and }chgcd for water. At the
sPrings the enemy had drawn up in line of battle some 200 or 200 strong. | ordered Major Waller to
chargc with Captain [Hardeman's company until he reached the end of straggling soldiers, then to form
and cut them off from the main boclg. | followed, c{isarming the enemy, and as fast as outJaclecl horses
would go. On reacl’uing CaPtain [Hardeman's company, who were formed, | saw Mzijor Waller and
Captain [Hardeman ridir\g into the enemy's lines. | was in a few moments sent for by Major Lﬂndq who



asked upon what terms l would allow him to surrender. ] repliec{ that the surrender must be
unconditional. T o this Major Lﬂncle assented, asking that property should be respccted. T he articles

of capitulation were signec}, and the ordergfven for the enemy to stack arms.

Major Lynclc’s command was comPose& of cight companies of imcantrg and four of cavalrg, with four
Pieces of arti”erg, the whole numbering nearb 700 men. M3 own force at the surrender was less than

200. | regret to report that the rcgimentai colors were burned bg the enemy to avoid surrcnc{ering them.

] was dc|a36d at the Place of surrender for two dags on account of the condition of the enemy and the
want of transPor‘tation. As soon as Possible ] marched them to Las Cruces and there Paro!ec] tl’lem, as
| was informed that Captain Moore was enroute for [Tort Fi”more, from [Fort Buchanan, with 250 men.
| could not guarcl the Prisoncrs | had and meet the coming forces. Bcing desirous, to, to afflict the
enemy in every way, | considered that it was much better for them to bear the expense of Finding the

Prisoncrs than for me to do so.

Alfter getting rid of the prisoners, | immediately selected a strong position near the village of Ficacho to
await the arrival of CaPtain Moore's command. [Here | wasjoinec{ 133 Brig. Gen AL S. Johnston, with
a party of officers of the (].5. Army, who had resigned and were en route for Richmond, Va., also a
party of Californians, under Capt. Alonzo Kidley. | tendered to Prigadier- (General Johnston the
command of my forces, believing that the best interest of the service requirecl that | should relinquish
the command to an officer of his rank and distinguished ability, which he did me the honor to accept, and
remained in command until there was no further necessitg for his services. [Je sent Captain
Coopwooc{‘s spy company to meet the enemy and send him word where tl’reg were, and to watch their
movements and prevent any communications with them. T he sPies discovered them on the Miembres,
and repor’ccc{ them moving carelcss]y, evidentlg not suspccting danger. O the evening of the 6th of
August an express reached Captain Moore from [Fort Craig, tc”fng him of the defeat of Major
Lﬂnc{c‘s command, and orclering him to burn up his transportation and supplies, and to make his escape
to that Place‘ T his was done. The_jadecl condition of our animals alone Prcventecl us from caPturing
them.

The accompanging abstracts of quartermaster’s subsistence, medical, and ordnance stores will show
but a part of the property capturec{, much of it havfng been stolen and destrogcc{ while | was awaiting
the enemy at Ficaclﬁo and some since ] left the command to Major Wa”er‘ A number of muster rolls are
Iost, the remainder onlg showing about half of the Prisoncrs captured, and the corrcspondcncc with the
commanding officer in reference to his regimental colors was lost. | regret the loss of these papers, but
in the hurry and excitement it was unavoidable. | can only give the number of the enemy as it was

rePorted to me bg the officers capturecl.

On the 10th of August an express reached me from ]:ort Stanton, stating that the news of the
caPture of Major Lgncle‘s command had created a stampecle among the umtecl States troops, who
hasti!g abandoned the fort after haviﬂg dcstroyed a considerable Portion of their suPPIics and



(Government property of all kinds, and all would have been destrogec’ but for a storm of rain, which
cxtinguisiﬁcci the fire intended by the enemy to ciestr09 the fort. T he few citizens iiving near the fort
took Possession of it, and saved a valuable lot of ciuartermaster‘s and commissarg stores. Ttie
Mexicans and |ndians in iargc numbers demanded the right to Piiiagc the fort, which was grantec[. The
citizens bcing too weak to resist, and not knowing that tl’1€9 would get aid from me or not, were forced to
abandon the fort to the Mexicans and |ndians. CaPtain Walker's company, on receiPt of the express
from Fort Stanton, was ordered to that Post, and he succeeded in recovering a Portion of the
property stolen. [For Particulars of his oPerations ] refer you to his report. | sent a train to bring from
Fort Stanton all the property and stores of value. T he invoices will acquaint you with the property
recovered from the post. | will mention, among other tnings, four Pieces of arti”erg, two of which are
uninjureci and two so much irjurec{ as to be of no use. Beiicving that the interest of Arizona demanded
imPcrativc|9 some form of government, | issued my Proclamation, of date 1st August, 1861, to the

Peop[e, a copy of which ] forward to you.

| cannot conclude this report without a”uding to the courage, fortitude, and Patriotism of the officers
and soldiers of my command and to those citizens who ParticiPatcci with us, all did nobig their part. |
cannot make distinction between men so wi”ing and reacig to do their whole Ciut\(j‘ Tothe courage of my
officers and men the country is indebted fro the success of our arms and the acquisition of a Territorg

valuabic in mang rCSPCCtS,

] have the honor to }Dc, very rcspccttu”g, your obedient servant,

JOFNR BAYLOR,
Lieut. Col., Comcig, C.5.Forces in Arizona

CAFT. T.-AWASHINGTON,
Asst‘ Ac’Jt Gen‘, C 5 Armg, San Antonio, Tex.

August 2,1861.— Fort Stanton, N Mex., Abancioneci 133 Union TrooPs
Keport of Licut. Coi. Joi’m K Baglor, C 5 Armg.

SIR: | regret to report that the (nited States troops, consisting of four companics- two of cavairg
and two imcantr3- that were en route from Fort Buci’ianan to [Tort Fi”more, succeeded bg ignominious
tligiﬁt in mai(ing their escape. On the nigi’rt of the 7th instant an express reached them from [Tort Craig,
when thcy immeciiatcly burned all their transportation and suPPiies, and fled in great disorder and haste,

saving nottiing but their arms and animals.

Bg express from ]:ort Stanton ] learn that upon the receiPt of the news that Major Lgncie had
surrendered, (Colonel Roberts, in command of that post, fled in haste, Ieaving the post on fire, which
was cxtinguisncd bg a storm of rain. Most of the commissarg and quartermaster’s supplics were saved

and a batter& On the rcceiPt of this intc”igcnce | sent CaPtain Walker's company to occupy



Stanton, and will send a train for the commissary and quartermaster’s stores, leaving on13 a two months'
supply for the troops now there. T he families there were at the mercy of |ndians and Mexicans, and |
thought it proper to garrison the post, at least until | could learn the wishes of the (Government. | have
also established a Frovisional Government for the Tcrritory of Arizona. and made aPPointments to fill
the offices necessary to enforce the laws. ] have Proclaime& mgselg the governor, have authorized the
raising of four comPanies to hold the Territor3 and afford Protection to the citizens, and extended the
limits of the Territorg to the Para”el of 34 degrecs %0 minutes thence due west to the CoIorado, and

down that stream to it's mouth.

T he vast mineral resources of Arizona, in addition to its agorcling an outlet to the Pacific, make its
acquisition a matter of some impor‘tar\ce to our government, and now that | have taken Posscssion of the
Territorg, | trust a force sufficient to occupy and hold it will be sent bﬂ the government, under some

comPetent man.

] urge acccptancc of the comPanics ] have raiscc{, as theg are comPoscd of the very best matcrial, and
are invaluable as soldiers. CaPtain Coonood’s company has been of great service to me. as spies

cannot be suPPIiec{.

| have acted in all matters relating to the acquisition of Arizona cntirclg upon my own resPonsf}Dilitg, and

can only refer the matter, throug!‘x you, for aPProval of the government.

lnventories of all Property capturcd from the Arm9 will be sent to you as carly as Possible. ] regret to
say that a good deal has been stolen }33 both Prisoners and Mexicans, but in the excitement of the time
l could not avoid such acts, my time beiﬂg occupied with other matters. Thc arms and ammunitions are
valuable, and many that are broken and injurec{ }35 the enemy can be repairec{. | will send down to the
arsenal }39 the first oPPortunftﬂ, the arti”crg (twelve Picces) can be used }35 mounting them again, as no
damagc was done to the guns except spiking them.

l cannot conclude without a”uc{ing to the manner in which my men have conducted themselves in this
short camPaign‘ Theg have endured l‘nunger and Fatiguc without complaint, and for a week did not eat
more than a meal in twenty—?our hours. [For four c{ags they did not unsaddle their horses, and cluring the

wholc time behavec{ worthy oxc veterans.

Yours, very rcspect?u”g,

JOHNR-BAYLOR, Lieut. Col., Comdg,
Second ch’t Texas Mounted thes

General LARL VAN DORN,
Commanding DePartment of Texas



SEFTEMBER 25,26,1861.— Skirmish at (Canada A|amosa (25) and near [Fort | horn, N. Mex.
(Zéth). RePor‘c of CaPt. Bethd Coonood, Comcederate ]:orces Dona Ana, Ariz., September 29,
1861

5]R ]n obedience to your order of date SCPtember 18,1861, I started from CamP Roblcclo on the
22nd instant to make a reconnaissance of the country around [Tort Craig with a detachment of 112
men, inclucling officers, detailed from Captain Fgron‘s company, B, and CaPtain Stafford's company,
I, Sccond T exas Mounted Rifles, and my spy company, as shown 139 lists from the different
comPanies, hereto annexed; also one man, the Rev. William J Jogce, of Captain [Hardeman's company,

A, Second Texas Mounted thes‘

Having obtained reliable information that a company of U.S. volunteers had started from [Tort Craig
to occupy the town of Alamosa, 35 miles from [Fort Craig, | marched with all Precaution to that Place,
and on the morning of the 25th instant succeeded in getting between that place and Craig without
being discovered. | immediatelfj marched my force into town, and after some skirmishing caPturec{ CaPt.
J.-H. Minks, Second [ieut. Metiaze Medina, and 2% privates and non- commissioned officers. |n the
skirmish 4 of the enemy were killed and 6 wounded. T he remainder of CaPt. Minks' company fled ear13

in the action, and cscaPcc{ by crossing the river and taking to the mountains.

|n the camp of Capt‘ Minks | found an amount of Public property, and immediatclg aPPointcd
| jeutenant FPoore to take cl’xarge of the same; and the c!uplicatc of his inventory, hereto annexed,
exhibits the amount of property taken, except for four Siblcg tents and a number of saddles and other
articles of small va|uc, which were burned 135 my order, not Baving transPor’cation for the same. Not
havir\g transPor'tation for the Prisoners, | administered to 22 of them a strong oath, bin&ir\g them not to
take up arms against the Comceclcrate States cluring this war unless exchangcc‘, &c., and then sct them
at libcrty without arms; but | held Capt Minks and | ieutenant Medina and one sargeant as Prisoners,
and delivered them to you to abide your order.

f:rom Alamosa ] marched along the river road with the Propertg taken to the P,|ace known as E_
Company (irove, and encamPec{ for the night. On the morning of the Z7th, while at breakfast, | was
informed that my Pickets were running into camp, and, rising to my feet, | saw the enemy Pursuing them.
]n less than ten minutes my camp was surrounded bg US trooPs, numbering about 190. Nonc of the
ordinarg ceremonies of attack were Pcrformcc]. There being no misundcrstanding, we at once
commenced business. Tlﬁe Firing commenced at 7 o'clock and ended at 11 am. Tl’]e enemy began to
retreat before i i, and about that hour fled from the field. ] lost 2 men l<i”cc{, and had 2 scvcrelg
wounded, each in the arm, besides 6 others Sligl’ltlfj wounded, all of which will more Fu“g appear from the
list hereto annexed. Thc enemy removed their dead and wounded as theg rctrcatcd, so as to evade a
discovcrg of their losses; but, from the number of horses led away with bodies lashed across them, there

were 12 ori? killed, but the number of their wounded could not be ascertain.



e principal portion ot the battle was rought with the enemy's torce trormed in two lines, rorming the
The principal portion of the battle was fought with the enemys force formed in two lines, forming th
anglc ofa square, and my forces formed the same way as theirs, my lines being much shorter. One of my
lines was comPosed of the detachment from CaPtain Fgron‘s company and a Portion of the
detachment from Captain Stafford's company, under the immediate command of | ieutenant oore,
yergeant '(ra an yergeant Prowne. ert line was composed of the detachment from m
Sergeant O'Grady and Sergeant Browne. My left | posed of the detachment from my
company and a part of the detachment from CaPtain Stafford's company. This line was under the
immediate command of | jeutenant Suthcrbnc}, bcing divided into two Platoons, one led 139 Scrgcant
Coulter, and the other 139 Frivate T evis, who was named for the special occasion.

| remained upon the field till 10 o'clock a.m. the next c]ag, but was Preparecl to receive another attack
should the enemy return re- enforced. ]n relation to the men and officers under me ] would say to you
sir, that | witnessed such a clisplay of man19 courage and Perpect order cluring my exPerience in the wars.
I~ ach officer and man conducted himself as thougl’x he thought the destinies of himself and his country
were depending upon his action on that occasion. | he wounded would not even utter a cry, lest it
would be injurious to the cause. A remarkable instance of this was displaged in the case of Sergeant
O’ Grady. A]C’ccr bcing scvcre|5 wounclccl, and after having fallen to the grounc{ from loss of blooc{, he
continued to cheer his men and encourage them to Fight, te”ing them not to cease xciring until tl']e\zj had
avcngccl his blood. T his kind of courage was also displagcd }39 others whose wounds were not so
severe. Sergeant Qpinn, Sergeant Robinson, and Antonio | ambert, after having cach received a
wound, continued to Figl‘xt, if PossiHc, with more courage and determination. | he officers and men Paic{
strict attention to every order, and acted more like veteran troops than volunteers. | cannot with words
express the esteem | have for all who were with me. Nothiﬂg short of witnessing a similar occasion can
imPress you with an idea of the value of such trooPs and the credit due them for what theg have alreac‘g
done. | herewith annex a list of the names of all who were with me, that you may know that number of men

bg name who did not flinch under the most tryir\g circumstances.

Kegretﬁng much that some of my esteemed fellow soldiers have suffered the fate of war on this scout, ]

most resPcctguug submit to you this rcPor’c of the same.

| am, sir, your most obedient servant,

BETHEL COOPWOOD, Capt., Commanding Secout
Lieut. Col JOFINR. BAYLOR.



THEUNIONRESFONSES TO THE INVASION

On September 9, 1861, New Mexico | erritorial (Governor chry Conne”g issued a call to arms
saying 1(itizens of New Mexico, your Territorg has been invaded, the integrity of your soil has been
attacked-——— and the enemy is alrea&y at 3ourgates”. ]n response to the invasion and Connc”g’s call to
arms, 3500 New Mexicans were recruited as volunteers even though many had been US citizens for
less than 15 years. The majoritg were of T“lisPanic descent and came from the Northern New Mexican
towns of | as \/egas, Mora, Santa e, Taos and other surrounc{ing vi”agcs‘ At that time, the
Population of New Mexico was 80,000 excluding |ndians. T heir assistance became vital as all but a

skeleton number of regular trooPs were }Jefng moved to the castern theater.

Five regiments comPosc& of five to ten comPanies (80-100 men per comPang) were raised and included

both imcantry and cavalr& The recruits were assembled and organizecl at [Tort (Jnion and

A”}uqucrquc under such Promincnt officers as Kiit Carson, Ccran St Vrain, Manuel Cl‘navcz, Migucl
Pino, Rapl‘nacl C}‘nacon and [Francisco Cl‘navcz,

Throughout the late summer and fall the New Mexico Volunteers were outfitted and received their
initial training,. |n mid- August, those at [Tort Unfon were assignec{ to construct star~shapcd carthworks
to defend against the invading (Confederates. T hree shifts worked 24 hours a clay to comP!ete the
work before the Comcederates arrived.

As soldiers, native New Mexicans expcrienccd a multitude of frustrations in the service. [Tirst, E_nglisl‘n
was the languagc of the military and confusion was inevitable. Second, ethnicjealousies surfaced, New
Mexicans were labeled peons, greasers and called unPrincipled, Iazy, cowardly and ignorant. Additional
frustrations resulted from poor training and obsolete equiPment with the .69 caliber model 1842 musket

being a standard issue to the volunteers.

Colonel [ dward R. S. Canby (Iater commandir\g officer at the Battle of Mobile and the onlﬂ gencral
officer to die in the |ndian Wars) commanding the Mi!ftar5 Department of New Mexico, sought to stem
the Confederate tide by Protecting Power‘Ful [ort Craig (0 miles south of present c{ag Soccorro)
and [Fort (nion so as to control the Rio (Grande \/a”eg At ort Craig, Canbg called in garrisons
from Arizona, activated the New Mexico Volunteers and militia, and drew ammunition and supphcs
from mflitarg depots at Albuquerque and [Fort (nion. In earlg Februarg, Canbg combined (Col.
Christoplﬁer (Kiv) Carson‘s First Volunteer Kegfment with regulars of the [Fifth and Seventh ]mcantry
(mang re)cugecs from the defeats at the forts to the south), detachments of the f:irst, SCcond and
Third Cava!rg, and a company of Colorado Volunteers. Bg mid- Februar3 gust before the
(onfederates arrived on [Feb. 16th) Canbg had collected 3800 men at [Tort Craig, but or1|3 1200
were seasoned soldiers. T he rest were of questionab!e value, hence the reason for combining the

novices with the veterans. Canbg reasoned that with untried troops, he could Fight on|3 under the most



favorable conditions. Realizing that he would need reinforcements, Canbg contacted the DePar‘cment

of Colorado for assistance.

Meanwhile, another Potcntial source of assistance was the State of (California and the Fo”owing deals
with that state’s organization of troops and their eventual commitment against the Confederates in
Arizona/ New Mexico. T he Fo”owing is from the ”CaliFomia Column” bg | ieutenant GCorge H.
Pettis, commander, company K., 1st Regiment of ]nFantry, (alifornia Volunteers and describes events
Ieac]ing up to the counter- attack bg the Californians.” You will meet | ieutenant Pettis again after the
counter- attack is launched in the final segment of this Prescntation.“ ]mmediately after the first battle
of Bu” Kun on Ju[g 24, 1861, Govemor Jol'm G Downeg received from the Secretar3 of War,
Simon (Cameron, a communication which said: "] he War DePartment accepts, for three years, one
regiment of imcantry and five comPanies of cava|ry to guard the Overland Mail Route from Carson
\/a”cg to Salt | ake Citg and [Tort | aramie.” | his was the first official action towards organizing
troops in California, and it requirec{ but a short time to raise the requirecl number of men, and as fast as
the comPanies were mustered in at the Presidio near San [Francisco, they were transportec] across the

bag to Camp Downey (in Present c{33 Oauand).

The First California Volunteer ]mcantrg and five comPanies of the [First Cavalr3 were being well drilled
and c{isciplined at CamP Downefj when news was received at DePartment Heac]quarters that
Scccssionists in the southern Part of the state were bccoming turbulent and more outsPokcnj and on
September i7tl'1 General Sumner ordered Colone| Carleton‘s command to Soutl’lem Calixcomia.

(Thcre theg were to que” the uPrising and thus end Jol‘m K Baglor’s conccPt of an ocean to ocean
Con%dcracg).

Tl’;e First Imtantrg} under Colone] James . Carlcton since Julg 26, 1861, and the [First Cavalrg,
under | ieutenant (olonel Benjamin IF. Davis, arrived at San Pedro and marched some cighteen miles
north to 135 out a camp for fifteen companies near a small creek (Ba”ona Creck in Prescnt Culvcr
City). Theg named it ”CamP | _atham" in honor of one of the (California Senators. \WWhen the order
came for regular Armg troops to transfer to the [ ast Coast} Ma_jor I~ dwin A Kiggs of the [First
California ]mcantrg was sent with several companies to replace those 1eaving Fort Yuma. Other
regulars from |_os Anecles, San Bernadin and San Dicgo were soon assembled at San Fedro for
shipmcnt to New York.

On T]’wc 20th of Octobcr 1861, Co!oncl Gcorge Wright of the Twchcth US ]mcantrg rcplaced
General Sumner as commander of the DePartment of Calhcomia. General Sumner slﬁorﬂg tl’;ereaFtcr,
was drowned on his way to take command of the Department of Oregon when the steamer ”Brotl’uer
Jonathan” sunk off the mouth of the Columbia River. On November 20th, Colonel Carleton was
called to San [Francisco to take command of the C alifornia troops heading east bg the overland route
through Salt Lakc City. But these orders were supersccled when news was received of the successful
invasion of New Mexico and Arizona bg a force of Texans under Comceclerate General H. H.
Sib]cy. Within a few dags, V\/right and Carleton devc]opcd a Plan to Procccd with a command through



Avrizona and attack Sibleg on his flank and rear. (General Wright submitted this Plan to the War
Department on December 9, 1861, and received immediate aPProval from (General McCle”an.

|t was decided that [Fort Yuma, on the Cali]cornia side of the Colora&o River, should be thejumping
off Point for the expeclition, and advance units were sent with all Promptitudc to prepare for the
increased activity which would take P|ace in a few months, and to strengthen its defenses in case
(onfederates arrived there before the main force of California Volunteers. A small camp at Warner's
Ranch (near present Warner's SPrings), named Camp Wright was en|arge& to serve as an
intermediate supplg and staging Point hal]cway between Wilmington and [Fort Yuma. Supplics started
moving forward, both bg FPhinecas Banning‘s teams across the desert and }33 steamshfP to the head of
the (Gulf of California and then up the Colorado by river steamboats of the (Colorado River

Navigation Compan&

The *California Column® origina”g consisted of ten comPanies of the [First California Imcantrg, five
comPanies of the [First California Cavalr\zj, one company of the Second California Cavalrg and Light
Pattery A of the Third (. S. Artillery. This command contained 1500 men, well drilled, well
disciplined, and eager to show what stuff tl']e\zj were made of. | ater on, | icutenant (Colonel George W.
Powie's [ifth California was added, bringing the total strength to 2350 rank and file. |t should be
Pointec{ out here that never did the entire column move as one unit. Advance Parties, some quite large,
were sent ahead to scout, to strengthen fortifications at camping Points, and to collect what food and
xcorage was available for the 1arge groups to follow. Anotlﬁer reason for breai(ing the column into smaller
units was to conserve the water suppb at sPrings and water holes, many of which onlg had enough water

for afew hundred men with their mounts and mule teams at one time™.

Tl’;e I:cc{cral builcluP of trooPs at I:ort Yuma did not go unnoticed bg the Comcecleratcs and was one
of the major reasons for the camPaign of CaPtain Sherod [Hunter and his contingent of Arizona
Rangcrs discussed Fo”owir\g Sibley‘s CamPaign.



SIBLEY'S CAMFAIGN

f”]enry f”]opldns Sibleg of | ouisiana was less than a model officer having deficiencies of character
which resulted in his having difficulties getting along with superiors, alcoholism and an inability to
manage his finances. f“le was to prove to be one of the worst Comceclerate generals ever to be
aPPointch to command. [is deficiencies were evident even at \West Foint which he commenced
attenc’ing atage 17. [He failed one year and was held back. [ e was arrested for making afalse report,
yet he gracluatecl and received a commission to the Second Dragoons. This in itself was surPrising as
assignments upon graduation at West Foint were based on class ranking. T hose with the top marks
were assignecl to engineering, while those with the lowest marks were assignec} to the imcantrg. Sibleg‘s
class ranking therefore fell somewhere toward the middle of his class. He subscquentlg served well in

tl‘IC Mexican War W}‘!CFC }‘IC was clccoratec{ FOF bravcrg and rose in rank‘

| the mid 1850's he was assigned to [T ort Be”(nap, Texas. T here he designec{ the Sib!eg tent for use
bg the troops in the field. Thc tent was adoPtcd }33 the War DcPartmcnt, but while acccPtablc for
semi- permanent locations, was imPractable with troops on the move due to it's size and the space it

usedin transport.

|n 1860, Siblc was assigned to New Mexico to fight Navajos and prior to resigning his commission in
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May 1861, was in command at (Cantonment Purewin at | aos and [Tort (Unrion. (Jpon his resignation,
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he fmmcdiatcly traveled to Richmond where he won a Gcneralcg and aPProval from Jefferson Davis for

recruiting a brigade of T exas volunteers to occupy New Mexico, seize the rich mines of Co|orac!o

Territorg, then turn west through Salt | ake Citg, and take over the seaports of [ os Angeles and

San Diego. By one stroke, with a minimal force living off the land, Sibley would bring the entire
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southwest under Comcedcrate control. He further believed that the native New Mexicans, as well as

recent immigrants in Colorado, (Jtah and C alifornia woulc’join his ranks, and that the (_Jnion troops in

New Mexico would desert to his banner. Another of Sibley's assumptions which doomed the

Y P

cxpcclition was that he could take [Fort (Jnion and re- SUPP15 there. ort (Jnion served as the

uartermaster depot for all the forts in Ncw Mcxico and was at the opposite end of the Santa I:c
p PP

trail from Missouri.

Bg the fall of 1861, in San Antonio, Sibleg had raised the [Fourth, [Fifth and Seventh T exas
Mountec{ \/olunteers Plus attached arti”erg and supplg units carrging suPPlies surrendered bg Gcnera|
Twiggs. On QOctober 22, he started west with 3200 men a|ong the San Antonio- ] FPaso road,
moving in detachments so as to not drain the scant water holes along the route. Bg late December,
Siblcg reached [Tort Bliss where he ir\corporated the troops left bg Baylor into what came to be
known as the Siblcy Brigadc.

During \)anuarg, the brigac{c marched to Mesilla, where Sib!eg Proclaimec] his invadfng force the
"Armg of New Mexico", and while at Mesi”a, absorbed several local spy comPanics. On Fcbruary 7th,
Siblcg started up the Rio (Grande \/3”63 toward [Tort Craig, seventy miles away. E_xc|uc{ing



detachments to staff his hospital and guard suPPIies, Sibleg commanded 2500 T exans, fifteen Pieces

of artf”erg, and an extensive supplg train.

On February 16 Sibley following the Rio Grande reached Fort Craig and found that Canby had
made the fort too strong to be taken 133 assault. Sibley offered to do battle on the Plains achacent to
the fort, but Canbg refused. On advice from his colonels, Sibleg decided to bgpass the fort bg
retreating seven miles down river to a ford where theg could cross to the cast }Jank, and march one cla3
to re-cross the river at \/alvercle Ford six miles up river from [Tort Craig. Kealizing that Valverde [Ford
was 51’5169‘5 objective, Canbg sent a battcr9 of arti”crg and two regiments of volunteers across the
river to stop the ] exan advance. | his force was driven off bg rebel ar‘ti”crg‘

At c{agbreak on Februar3 21,1862 5ib|63 sent troops to reconnoiter a road to \/a[verc{e‘ The force
consisted of 180 men under Ma_jor Fﬂron and was followed }35 five comPanics under Major Raguct.
Pyron's force collided with [Federal cavalry and a firefight erupted. |n response, (Canby hurried Col
Y Y S P P Y
Bcnjamin S Roberts with rcgular and volunteer cavalr5 to the scene. Hearing the same gumcire, Major
Raguet joined by additional troops also raced to the river. By 10am, a section of Ca t Teels
guet | Y p Y P
Con{:ederate artillery also reached Va|verde. chcral advances to the river by the Tcxans were driven
Y Y

off by a (Union arti”erg bombardment. At this time, (Jnion forces moved to enveIoP the rebel right bfj
crossing the Rio (Grande uPriver from Valverde. Meanwhile, CaPt. Alexander McRae continued to
Pounc{ the rebel Position on the east bank with the ( Jnion arti”crg. T he rebels were forced to withdraw
and }35 noon, the tide of battle was swinging in favor of the [Tederals.

By one o'cock as additional units, both ( Jnion and (Confederate raced to the field, (General 5ib|63
had become so ill ( some say due to Passing a kidncg stone), exhausted and drunk that he retired bg

ambulance to the rear. He was to remain drunk For most oxc the remainder oxc thc camPaign and any

subsequcnt successes were due to the strong colonels in his command.

Colonel Tl‘nomas Green assumed command of the Con{:cclcratc army. On the rebel ri l’nt, Ca t. Wi”is
Y S P
L Lang whose company was armed onlg with lances launched a charge against a company of Coloraclo

volunteers. | he (Coloradoans held fire until the lancers were within a few garcls and wiped them out.
Shor’cly after three in the afternoon, Canbg arrived on the field and decided to advance his right and
center while using his left as a Pivot, thus Forcing the rebel left. T o reinforce his army, Canbg ordered
Colonel Kit Carson's regiment of volunteers across the river. Simultaneouslg, Colonel (Green
decided to launch an all out attack on the [Federal arti”erg. Concealed by sand hills, (Green advanced
on the (nion center as Major Raguct moved against a Federal }Datter3 Firing on the rebel left flank.
Raguct‘s cava1r9 was rePu|sec|, (Green's advance on the right however Proved to be the decisive
maneuver of the battle. Despftc McRae's batter3 Pouring a cleac”g fire of grapeslﬁot into the clﬁarging

T exans, the rebels fell upon the (Union arti”crg and in hand to hand savagely overran the (Jnion guns.
McRae and half of his men died at tlﬁeirguns.



Canby blamed the loss of the arti”er3 on the New Mexico \/olunteers, who refused to obeg orders to
counterattack the lost guns and instead fled the field. At this point Canby's forces were withdrawn,
crossed the river where additional men were killed and retreated to the sa]cetg of Fort Craig Canbg
sent a white Hag into the rebel lines asking for a cessation of hostilities to remove the Federal dead and
wounded. Um'orx casualties at Valverde were 222 men killed and wounded while the (Confederates lost
18%. T he next c}ag the rebel dead were wraPPec} in blankets and buried in trenches. [Tederal dead,
unless claimed bg relatives for Private Burial, were interred at [Tort Craig. When [Fort Craig was
abandoned at the end of the |ndian wars, the dead with the exception of Capt‘ McRae were moved to
Fort Union. When [Fort (/lnion was obsoietc, thcg were again moved to [Tort | evenworth, K ansas.
McRae was subsequentb interred at \West Foint.

Although winning the Pattle of Valverde, the (Confederates failed to take [Fort Craig which sat
athwart their supplg lines from Mesilla. T he Fo”owing are the Comccclcratc Batﬂc chor‘ts on
Valverde as wonclchu”g resecarched bg Bill Manlcg:

FEBKUARY 21,1862~ Engagcmcnt at \/alvcrde, N Mcx‘
Report of Brig‘ r—‘lenry . Sibley,
.5 Armlj, Commanding Arm3 of N. Mex.

HACADQUARTERS ARMY OF NEWMEXICO
Battle Grounc{ of \/alvcrc{e,
Fcbruarg 22,1862.

GENERAL: | have the horor to report to you, for information of the President, that | encountered
the enemy at this Point ( 6 miles above [Fort Craig) inforce at 11 o'clock gcstcrdag morning, and after
one of the most scverely— contested actions, lasting until 5 pm, the enemy was driven from the field with
a loss, as estimated, of four caPtains of the Kegu|ar Army and some 300 killed and wounded, and the
capture of his entire field batterg, the disabling of one 24- Poundcr, and the abandonment of anotherin
the river. We have but few Prisoncrs; among them is CaPt. William [H. Rossell, of the T enth ]nFantry.

Thc enemy had upon the field about 3500 men, 1200 of whom were rcgulars. Wc never had more than
1500 engagecl. ]:or the first time, Perlﬁaps, on record batteries were cl’xargecl and taken at the muzzle of
double- barreled shot- guns, thus i”ustrating the spirit, valor, and invincible determination of | exas
troops‘ Noblg have theg emulated the fame of their San Jacinto ancestors.

Our loss was severe.— 40 ‘<i”ccl, incluc{ing Ma} 5 A Lockric{gc, of the [Fifth chimcnt, and CaPt. M.
r”ieuvcl of the Forth. ] have no rePorts of the wounclecl, but ] think 100 will coverit.



Before closing this report itis esPecfauy due to Col. Thomas (Greene, of the [Fifth, to say that, in
consequence of severe and Prolongcd illness and weakness resulting from it, | could only kcep my
saddle until 1 O‘clock, and at that hour | re!inquishec’ to him the full direction of active oPerations. His
coolness under the heaviest fire and intrePidity under the most trying circumstances are sugicientlg
attested bg the results. l cannot commend CoIonel Grecn too highlg to the favorable consideration of
the E_xccutive.

Where so much ga”antrg was dfsplaged ] cannot, before reaching the rePorts of commanders,

Particu!arize individuals.

Jt will be necessary, to secure our purpose, to reinforce me largely from Texas at as early a c{ay as

Possible‘ Thc force we had to contend against to near 6000 men.

| }ch leave, in conclusion, to bring to your notice the intc”igcncc and valor of the members of my staff,
Maj‘ AM. Jackson, assistant acﬁutant- gcncral, Maj. R.T. Brownrigg, commissary of substance,
| ieutenant Ochiltree, aide-de camp, and Col. W. |. Roberts, Major Magogin, and CaPt. J Dwger,

volunteer aides

I am, sir, resPectlcquJ, your obedient servant,

H. H . SIBLLEY,
Brigaclien Gencral, Commanding.

General 5. COOFER,
Adjutant and ]nspec‘cor General, Richmond, Va.

PS5~ Lieut. Col. J 5. Sutton, of the Seventh chiment (Col. William Steele's), in command of his
battalion, and Cap’c‘ Willis L. Lang, of the [Fifth, greatlg distinguished themselves, and were both
severelg wounded, and | should not omit | icut. D. M. Pass, of the Captain Lang‘s company, who was
scvcre|5 wounded in  front of the cl‘narge |eading the Lancers upon the enemy.

I am, sir, very respectFuny, your obedient servant,

H. H. Sible,
Brigadicn (General

FEBKUARYZ 1,1862.— E_ngagement at \/alvercle, N Mex.
chort of Maj. Charlcs [. Fyson, Seconcl Texas Cavalrg.
SOCORRO,N.-MEX,, [:ebruarg 27,1862



MAJOR, on the morning of the 2 1 stinstant | left our camp, OPPosite Fort Craig, with 180 men of my
commanci, under Captains Walkcr and Stagord, Lieutenant Nicho|sorx, of CaPt Coopwooc{’s 5[33
ComPang, and Lieutenant Jett, Compang B, Second Regiment Mountecl \/olunteers, to
reconnoiter the road leading to the river near Valverde. UPO” reaching the river, | could see the water,
with none of the enemy intervening, | immcc{iatclg clisPatche& a note to the general commanding, stating
the road was clear and the water in sight, and Proceecled Ieisurelg to the river to water our horses, theg

having been over twent3~1cour hours without water.

When | reached the woods | discovered a bocl9 of cava|r3, which | suPPoscc[ to be about four
comPanies, and immediatelg gave chase, theg with&rawing tomy left. | followed until reaclﬁing the bank of
a slough in the bottom, when | found myself of a large force of small arms. [mmediately my men were
formed along the banlc, when the action commencecl, and for over one l'mour, by courage and

determination of the men, | was enabled to maintain the Position in the uncqual strugglc, when | was

relieved bg the Forth chiment Tcxas \/o|untccrs} under the Commancl of Licut‘ Col. WR Scurrg‘

[For nearlg two hours ourjoint commands held our Position against odds of three to one, checking every
attempt to outflank us and c}‘wccking every effort to drive us back. T he arrival of T eel's batter9 of
arti”erﬂ was the first re- enforcement we received, but it was soon followed blj Major Lockridge‘s
battalion, of the [Fifth Kegiment T exas Mounted Volunteers, and about 1 o'clock (Colonel (Green
reached the field and took command.

| ate in the afternoon a gcncral cl‘narge was made along our line, }39 which a battcrg of arti”crg,

consisting of six guns, was taken and their left driven back.

Fo”owing raPic”g up on our successes, the enemy were driven back on all Points, and the field at

\/alvercle was won.

]t is proper to state that the officers and men of my command behaved in the most ga”ant manner, and
where all were equa”y brave it would be invidious to Particularize. [t is sufficient to say that it was a dag

on which deeds of Personal valor were continua”g occurring,

| cannot consent to close this report without bcaring testimony to the ga”ant bcaring and Persona| valor
of Colone[s Grccn, Scurry, and Sutton, and Majors Ragnet and Lockridge, and others equa”g
courageous.

] have the honorto be, sir, your, most respect{:u”g

C. L. FYRON,

Ma_jor, Second T exas Mounted Rangers

Maj: AM. JACKSON,

Assistant ,A\cﬁu‘cant~ general, Armg of New Mexico.



FEBROUARY21, 1862~ E_ngagement at Valverde, N. Mex.
chort of [ieut. Col. Wi”iam K. Scurrgj fourth T exas Cavalry

VALVERDLE, N-Mex, February 22,1862.

MAJOR ]:_ar19 in the morning of 3estcrdag, while the army was encamped on the east side of the Rio
(rande, oPPosite Fort Craig, | received orders to march with my command, [Tourth. T exas Mounted
Volunteers, and take Possession at as earlg an hour as Practfcable of some Pofnt on the river above
Fort Craig at which water might be obtained. Bg 8 o'clock the regiment took up the line of march,
accompaniec] }33 CaPt. George M. [razier, of Major Fyron‘s battalion, with his company acting as
guidc for the command. Supposing that we were the advance of the army, to prevent surprise | ordered
Major . W. Ragnet to take the advance, with four comPanies and Captain [razier's company,
throwing out the same front and flank Patrols‘ | a short time, | learned that Ma_jor Fyron , with 180 men,
was in our advance. Aware of the great vigi|ance of that active officer, | recalled Major Ragnet and
reunited the regiment. A report was received from Major F’\zjron that the road was clear of the enemy
and the river in sigl‘xt, but in a short time, a second message was received, tl’xrougl’x CaPt. Jol‘m Fhi”ips,
from the major, imcorming me that a Iarge mass of the enemy was in his front and tlﬁreatening an attack.
As his force was but small, | was fearful that he would be overpowered before we could reach him, and
accordingllj Pushec{ forward, guidec’ bfj CaPt. Fl’}i”ips, as raPicuy as our horses could carry us, to his
relief, and found him gallantly maintaining a most unequal contest against vastly superior numbers.
Dismounting my command, we formed on his right andjoined in the conflict. For nearllj two hours we
held our Position in front of an enemy now known to be nearly 5000 strong, while our own forces were

not over 700 in number.

]mmecliateb upon reacl’xing the field Captain Frazicrjoinecl the command to which he be!ongcd, where
he did gooc{ service cluring the remainder of the dag‘

uPon opcning fire with the Iight howitzer batterg, under [ jeut. Jol‘m Rilcg, it was found to be
ineffectual against the heavier metal of the enemy. |t was therefore ordered to cease {:iring and be

wft)’rclrawn u nclcr cover.

At about 1 o'clock Captain Teel, with his two guns of his bat’cerg reached the grounc{. Being Placec{ in
Posi’cion on our rigl’;t he oPenecl a ga”ing fire upon the left flank of the enemy, wlﬁereupon the enemy
commenced a furious cannonade upon him from their entire }Jattcrg, consisting of eight guns. So heavg
was their fire that the captain soon found himself with but five men to work the two guns. A bomb
cxp!oc{ing under his Pieccs had set the grass on fire, still, that ga”ant officer held his Position and

continued to fire upon the enemy, himself seizing the rammer and assisting to load the Piecc‘

Sceing his situation, | ordered | ieutenant Rilcg, with his command, tojoin him and assist in the efficient
worlcing of the guns. During the balance of the clag this brave little band Per‘Formecl the clut3 assfgnec{
them. Judging }33 the i’wcavy fire on the left that Major Fyron was hard Prcsscd, Captain chl, with



more of his guns, which hac’just reached the grounc’, was disPatchec} to his relief. Major Ragnet, with
four companies of the regiment, was ordered to maintain our Position there. | remained on the rig]wt with
the balance of my command and two Pieces of Tecls batterg, under | jeut. J . McGinnis, to hold in
check the enemy, who were moving in force in that direction to turn our flank. At this time Major
Lockridge, of the [Fifth chiment, arrived on the field and rePortec[ himself with a Portion of that
command. [Je was ordered tojoin our troops on the left. During all this time the fire of the enemy had
been extrcmc|3 heavy, while, owing to the shorter range of most of our guns, our fire was reserved until
theg should aPProach suﬁcfciently near our Posftion to come within range of our arms, when tl’leg were
invariablg rcPulsed with loss. Soon after the arrival of Major Lockric[ge, Co|onel (reen reached the

FICI& and assumecl command.

At about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, in extenc{ing our line to prevent the enemy from turning our right, |
found myself with only two companies, Captain Hardeman's and Crossor's, opposed to a force
numbering some 400 men, the other four comPanies being several hundred 3ard5 to my left. lt was there
that the claring c}warge was made by Captain Lang, of the [Fifth Regiment, with a small bod3 of lancers.
But desperatc courage was ineffectual against great odds and suPcrior arms, and this company there
sustained the greatest loss of life of any company in the brigade. This charge, otherwise unfortunate,
had the effect of bringing the enemy within range of our guns, when two pieces of Captain Teel's
batter}j and the small arms fire of Captain [Hardeman's and Crosson's comPanies oPened an effective
fire upon them, before they rapfcuy retreated with considerable loss. Just before sunset | ieut. T homas
F. Ochilitree, of (General Sibley‘s staff, brought an order to prepare fora charge all along the line of
our Position went our brave volunteers, unmindful of the driving storm of grape and canister and musket
balls sent hurhng around them. \With 36”5 and ringing shouts theg dashed on and on, until the guns were
won and the enemy in full retreat before them. After carrying the batterg, their guns were turned upon
themselves, Captains [Hardeman and Walker manning those on the rigl’nt. | ieutenant Ragnet} of
Rilcy‘s battcry, being on the grouncl, | Placed one gun in his charge, manning it with such of the men as
were nearest. | he rammer bcing gone, a ﬂag staff was used instead. Captain T eel coming up, an
effectual fire was kePt up as Iong as the enemy was within reach. |n the meantime a most timcly and
ga”ant charge was made by Major Ragnet from our left, thus e]cmcecting a favorable diversion at the
moment of our charge upon their battcry. This cl’xarge bg Major Ragnet and his command was

characterized bg despcrate valor.

|n the last brilliant and successful chargc, which decided the fortunes of the dag, there were six
companics of the [Fourth Kegiment T exas Mounted Volunteers, under their resPective CaPtains,
Hardeman, Crosson, Lesucur, Foarc{, HamPton and Nunr\. Besidcs thosc, ] saw Captains
Slﬁrops!ﬁirc, Ki”ough and McFhaill of the [Fifth Kegiment and CaPtain Walker of Major Fgron’s
battalion.

The brave and lamented Major Lockric{ge, of the [Fifth Kegimcnt, fell almost at the muzze of the

cnemg’s guns.



Major Fgron was also in the thickest of the Frag, and contributed much 133 his examPIe to the success of
the cl’large, as did also | _ieutenant Ochiltree, of the general’s staff.

T here were others there whom | now regret my inabilitg to name. Where a”, both officers and men,
behaved so well it is meossible to say who is c{eserving of Praise. The enemy retired across the river,
and were in full retreat when Ma_}'or Ragnet, Captains Shannon, Adair, Alexanc[cr Buckholts and
| ieut. T hermond reached the field with their comPanies, mounted. | asked and obtained Permfssion

from Colonc! (ireen to cross the river with these comPanics to pursue the Hceing foe.

\When the head of the column reached the oPPosite shore we were ordered to return. Night closed in
on the hard won field of Valverde. T his brilliant victory, which, next to [Jeaven, we owe to the heroic
endurance and umcaltering courage of our volunteer soldiers, was not won without loss. OF the regiment

which | have the honor to command there were 8 killed and 56 wounded, 2 of which were mortal.

[t affords me great pleasure to be able to bear testimony to the calm, cool and discriminating courage of
Colonel Thomas (ireen cluring the Fight. Major F\tjron also deserves great credit for his soldierlg
bearing from the commencement to the close of the battle. OFf the general's staff, Major Jackson was
earllj on the grounc{, as was also Major Brownrigg, Captain Dw\zjer, and | ieutenant Ochiltree, active13
engaged in the discharge of the duties assigned them. [T ach of these gentlemen exhibited that high
courage which | hoPe will ever distinguish the officers of the army. To Majors Jackson and Brownrigg |
am indebted for valuable aid in the ear13 part of the action.

|t is due to the adjutant of this regiment, E_”sberry R. 1 ane, that | should not close this report without
stating that he was activcly and brave13 engagcd in the clischargc of his duties on horseback until his
horse Failccl, when, taking a gun, he entered the ranks of Captain r—‘lampton‘s company, and did cluty as
a Private cluring the remainder of the clay.

l have the honor to be, very respechcuug, your obedient servant

W.R. SCURRY

Lieutcnant Coloncl, Comclg. Fourt!’z Regt‘ Tcxas Mountec{ \/ols
A‘ M. Jackson,

Assistant /\c!ju’cant~ (General, Army of New Mexico



FEBROUARY 21, 1862~ E_ngagement at Valverde, N. Mex.
chort of Major. Henry W Ragnct, f:our‘tlﬁ Texas Cavalry

CAMFP VALVERDE, ARMY OF NEWMEXICO
Fcbruary 2%, 1862

MAJOK About sunrise on the 21 st instant, while in camp oPPosite Fort Craig, | was ordered 133
Lieut. Co! Scurrg to take four comPanies of the Four‘tl’x Texas Mountec{ Volunteers, to which would
be added Captain Frazier's company, from Major Fgrons battalion, and march as an advance to the
river at the best Point for aPProacl’ling it above the fort, suPPosecl to be about 6 miles distant. After
marching 3 miles | was ordered to halt and join [ ieut. Col Seurry who was approaching with other
companies of the regiment and |_icut. Riley's artillery.

Our course was then changec{ for the nearer Point on the river. A]Cter a half hours march, while
descending a cation, the rapid advance of the head of our column gave notice that we were approaching
the enemy, and emerging into a va”63, the xciring of skirmishers told that Major Fyron, who had been
marcl‘ning on our left flank, was a]reac{g cngaged with the enemy. A half a mile ga”op broug}‘nt us within
range of the enemies arti”ery, when [ieut. Col. Scurrfj ordered us to dismount and advance, when we
were soon within range of their small arms, and took Position on the riglﬁt of Major Fgron, behind a low
banlc, about 9am.

After we had taken this Position about half an hour the enemy moved up on our right with the evident
intention of ﬂanking us, which at the time would have been fatal, when | ieut. Col. Scurrg, clivicling the
command, assignecl that Position to me, and moved up to the Positfon occupicc] bg him cluring the clag,
and checked their advance.

The troops at this time with me were Major Fyron, with his battalion of 180 men, under Captains
Walker, Sta#ord and [Frazier, and | ieutenants Nicholson and Jett, and four comPanies of the Fourth
Kegiment, under CaPtains Buckl’rolts, Scarborough, Heuvel and Alcxanc’er‘

About noon one Piccc of Captain Teels batterg, | ieut. Bradford, was added to my Position, which
did gooc{ service until the heavier metal of the enemy silenced it. Soon after the arrival of this gun
Major Lockric{gc arrived with three companies of the [Fifth chimcnt T exas Mounted Volunteers,
under Captains Shropsl’lire, Campbe” and Kagsclakt and Major Fgronj and | ieut. Pradford's
commands were withdrawn to the rigl’lt‘ Major Lockric{ge called my attention to the gun, which had been
Part]y disabled and silcnccc{, on our ICFt, at the foot of the mesa, where it had been Placcc{ in an
endeavor to disable the enemg‘s }Datter3 on the west bank of the river. ] ordered Compang b, Fourtl’x
chimcnt, Captain Scarborough, to the rescue, and with part of that company, under their captain
and Sargcant Ne|son, of Compang H, I:ourtl'l Regimcnt, Captain Alexander, and some of that
company, | succeeded in c{rawirxg the gun bg hand from its Perilous Position amid the hottest
cannonac{ing on that part of the field, Iosir\g onlg one man killed and a few wounded..



T he horses of this gun had near!g all been killed bg the enemy's arti”erg. This gun then used }33 three
of | jeut. Rilcy’s company, assisted bg a few others, until | ordered the fire discontinued for want of
gunners, Ieaving it double shotted, to await an anticipatecl charge of the enemy. The enemy threatened
us in such Iarge numbers and their fire was so heav9 that Major Lockridge and mgsel]c sent messengers
to Col. (ireen for re-enforcements, Failing to get which, Major Lockridgc deemed it Prudcnt to fall
back to a sand bank, about 100 3arc|s to our rear, which was done bg comPanies, after the arti”erg and
the wounded had been removed. This gave us a better Position, as the grounc[ was somewhat broken in

front.

T he section of T eel's Arti”erg was now withdrawn to the right, Ieaving on13 one howitzer, under | jeut.
Woods, who had arrived at our position. [_ieut. Col. Sutton now arrived on the field, approaching in
our rear, when a messenger was clisPatdﬂcc{ asking that he be ordered to remain with us. e soon
marched up to the riglﬁt and then returned. Major Lockridge now told me that we were to move up and
join the forces on the right for a charge, that he would cover any movement to get horses, which were on
the left and rear. Ordering the comPanies of the r:ourtl’l Regiment to horse, ] soon marched up on the
right of the rear of the rest of the command, dismounted, and ordering the companies then with me,
under Capts Buckholts, Heuve! and A|exander, of the Fourth, and CaPt. Kagdale, of The Fixcth,

into line of advance.

Col Green rode up and ordered me to reserve my command for a c}‘uargc as cavalrg‘ No sooner were
we mounted than an order came from Major Fgron to move down on the left and menace the enemy, Now
ﬂanking us in |arge force, Marching down to within 600 3arc!s | dismounted my command under cover,
when ] was_joinecl }39 Cap’c‘ Scarboroug}ﬁ, of the Fourtl'l, and received an order througl’r Capt Dwgcr
to charge the enemy.

Aligning in sing|e rank, | chargec{ to within about 100 3ards of the enemy's lines, comPosec{ of imcantrg,
supportccl 135 cavalr3 on each flank and in the rear and ]Dg arti”crg on their rigl‘nt, when. looking back, |
saw great confusion from the wounded and fallen horses, for we had aligned and advanced under hcavy
fire of their in{:antrg and ar‘ti”erg | tl’;ougl’rt we could break their lines , and ordered my command to fall
back and ra”g at the sand bank which we left on our rear and left. \WWhen | arrived at the sand bank |
found that most of my command had Passecl it for some others still on their left, and that the Position
was untenable, as the cnemg‘s arti”erg now raked it. ] ordered those there to follow those 3et in

aclvancc, and ra|[3ing, we could return.

]:inc{ing | ieut. Woods, with one howitzer, uselcsslg exPosecl under the enemy’s fire, | ordered him to a
Position between the enemy and the train, to protect it as well as he could, and ordering such of my
command as | meant tojoin in on the action on the right, l ga”opcc{ down, then too 1atc, howcvcr, to

Participatc in that brilliant chargc which gave us victory.

A few moments after reac!’ring the river bank | jeut. Co. Scurrg asked Permission of Col. (Green to

cross and pursue the enemy with fresh companies that hadjust come up, which Permission granted, ]



Joinec’ with my command who were present, and as the head of our column gained the oPPosfte shore we
were ordered back. Shortly after the arrival of the ﬁag of truce ended the battle of \/alvcrc]e after

sunset.

During the entire day my Position on the left was under fire of the enemy's heaviest arti”ery, and their
small arms, whose |onger range enabled them to keep out of our small arms range. When tl’leg

threatenec‘ an ac]vance ancl WOUld reach our aim tl'xey were rCPUISﬁCL

The gallant Major [ ockridge, of the fifth, while in command of the left, won the admiration of all who
saw him, and whose regrets are now minglecl with those of his other friends at his death. T he brave
[Heuvel, of this command, who fell in the charge he had so impatientlg waited for, added another to the
list of our gallant dead at Valverde.

For the officers and Privates whom ] had the honor to command on that dag ] can well say that tl’leg
never faltered in their dangerous duty, and for those, less than 200, whom | lead to the charge against
more than eight times their numbers, togetl']er with arti”ery, the recital of the act is their Praise. This
cl‘nargc, tl‘nough at the cost of nearlﬂ one- fifth of the men and horses in killed and wounded, succeeded
in checking the flank movement of the enemy in time to enable the charge which won the dag to be made.

\/crg RcsPcctFuny, your obedient servent,

HFENRY W.RAGNET,
Major, Fourth chimcnt T exas Mounted Volunteers

AM.JACKSON,
Assistant /\cﬁutant~ (eneral, Arm3 of New Mexico



FEBROUARY 21, 1862~ E_ngagement at Valverde, N. Mex.
chort of Col. Thomas Green, Filcth Tcxas Cavalrg
CAMFPVALVERDE, N Mex,

Fcbruary 22,1862

SIR: | have the honor of submitting to you the go”owing report of the battle of Valverde, )Cougl’lt on
ycstcrc{ag a Part of the brigade of Gcncra| Sibley, under my command.

While in the act of turning Fort Craig, on the east side of the Rio (Grande, Major Fgron, with 200 men,
was sent to reconnoiter, ear!3 on the morning of the 21 st, the route around the mesa, north of the Fort,
and secure a Footing on the river above. While Major Fyron was aPProaching the river with his command
the enemy appeared in considerable numbers between his command and the river on the north of the
mesa, and opened on him, about 8 o'clock, a heavg fire of arti”erg and small arms. T he ga“ant F}jron,
with his brave little force, kept up the unequal contest for an hour or two, until the arrival of | ieut. Col.
Scurry with a part of his regiment, and | jeut. Rileﬂ‘s howitzer battery. Scurry took Position behind a
low line of sand hills. About this time one section of CaPt. Teels battcrg came up and took Position
and rePIicd to the fire of the enemy.

Con{:ederate Co]. Grecns Battlc rcport on \/a]vcrc{c

At 12 o'clock, while under the orders of the generaL | was threatening the fort on the south side of the
mesa. | received his orders to move up, with all my disposablc force, to the support of | ieut. Co|‘
5curr9 and Major Fgron, after Icaving a sufficient force to protect the train which was then moving
from our late camp around the mesa to the battlefield, and which was stretched out for several miles.
Our train was threatened bg a considerable boc’g of trooPs of the enemy, who made their appearance
on the mesa. Detaching | jeut. Col. Sutton's command and a detachment from my own regiment to
protect the train, | moved up, with as much sPeccl as Practfcable, with cigl’xt comPanies of my regiment,
senc{ing forward Major Lockriclge, with two companies of Iancers, under Capts. Lang and Mc(C own.
Mg comPanics were Placec{ in the line of battle, between Fgron on the left and Scurrg on the rigl‘nt,
except three, which were sent }33 me, under | ieut. Col. McNeill, to drive the enemy from the north

Pofnt of the mesa, where theg were annoying our left and ’cl‘nrcatcning our train.

After these AisPositions | moved up to the line of battle mgsehc, and }33 orders of the general took
command of the forces present. The enemy during the Aag, and, with little intermission, !(ept up a brisk
cannonade upon us, to which our 6 Pounclers, under Captain Teel, rcpliccl with effect. The enemy

repeatec”g advanced with their skirmishers to near our Iincs, killir\g many of our horses tied in the rear.

About 5pm a most ga”ing fire was oPenecl upon | jeut. Col. Scurrg’s command, on our riglﬁtj bg 300 or
400 of the cncmy‘s riflemen. Captain Lang, of the icth chimcnt, with about 40 of his lancers, made

at this time one of the most ga“ant and furious clﬁarges on these |igl’;t troops of the enemy ever



witnessed in the annals of battles. [is little troop was decimated, and the ga”ant caPtafn and [_jeut.
Bass severe|9 wounclec], the latter in seven Places. The enemy were rcpulsed bg this ga”ant charge,

and our right was for some time unmolested.

Large bodies of the enemy's fmcantrg l’laving crossed the river about 3:30 pm, bringing over with them six
Picccs of splendic] arti”erg, took Position in front of us, on the bank of the river, at a distance of 600
ards. |n addition to this body of troops two 24-pounder howitzers were placed on our left flank by the
Y Y P P P Y
enemy. | hese were supported by a regiment of infantry and a regiment of cavalry. | he heaviest fire of
Y PP Y 2 Y & Y
the whole c[ag was opencd about this time on our lcﬁt, which was under the command of the ga”aﬂt
Locl(riclge‘ QOur brave men on that part of the line maintained the unequal Fight with clesPerate courage,
though overwhelmingly outnumbered. | ieut. Col. Sutton, now coming up with part of his battalion,
3 2Y S up P

took Position on our left.

The enemy, now being on our side of the river, oPenecl upon us a tremendous fire of round shot, grape
and shell. T heir force in numbers was vast15 suPerior to ours, but, having the most unbounded
confidence in the courage of our troops, | ordered a charge on their battery and infantry of regulars in
2 P & Y Y g
front, and at the same time Major Kagnc’cj of the Fourth, with four comPanics of the same, and CaPtain
agsdale's company, of the fifth, were directed by me to charge as cavalry upon the infantry and
g pany Y g Yy up Y

Mexican cavalry and the two 24~ Pounclcr howitzers on our left flank.

QOur dismounted troops in front were composed of parts of the [Tourth and fifth Regiments T exas
Mountcc{ \/o]unteers and Par‘ts of Lieut Col. 5utton‘s and most of Major Fgron’s ]Dattalions, and
Tecl‘s, Ri!ey‘s and Wood's batteries of arti”cry, numbering about 750 on the ground. M?jor Ragnet‘s
cavalrg numbered about 250, making about 1000 men in the charge.

At the command to cl’uarge, our men |eaPccl over the sand banl(, which had served as a gooc! covering
for them, and dashed over the pen Plain, thinlg intersPersccl with cottonwood trees, upon the battery
and imcantrg in front, composec{ of the Unitecl States regulars and Denver Citg Volunteers, and in a
most c{csperate charge and hand to hand conflict comPIetelg overwhelmed them, ki”ing most of their
gunners around their cannons and driving the in{:antrg into the river. Never were double barreled
shotguns and six shooters used to better effect. A Iarge number of the enemy were killed in the river
with shotguns and six shooters in tl‘ncirﬂigl’xt‘

While we were occupfecl with the enemy in front, Major Kagnet made a ga”ant and most timelg cl'large
upon the imcantrg and cava|r5 of the enemy on our left flank. This clﬁarge was made against ten times
the number in Ragnct‘s Force, and although we suffered sevcre[g and were compc”cc{ to fall back, he
effected the object of his mission, and occupfed the attention of our PowerFu! enemy on the left, while
our dismounted men were advancing upon those in front and running them into the river.
So soon as the enemy had fled in disorder from our terrible fire in front, we turned upon his in{:antrg
and cavalrg and Z‘hpoundcrs on our left Hank,Just cngagccl bg Major Ragnct. \Nc chargcd them as we
did those in Front, but tl’reg were not made of as goocl stuff as the regu|ars, and a few fires upon them



with their own arti”erg and T eel's guns, a few vo”egs of small arms, and the old T exas war-shout
complete|9 c[ispcrscc{ them. Theg fled from the Fie|cl, both cava|r3 and inFantrg, in the utmost disorder,
many of them clroPPing their guns to lighten their heels, and stoPPing onlg under the walls of the fort.
QOur victory was complctc‘ The enemy must have been 3000 strong, while our three actua”y cngagec{
did not exceed 600. Six splendid Picccs of ar‘ti”ery and their entire cquipage fell into our hands, also

many fine small arms. This splendid victory was not achieved without severe loss to us.

Major Lockric’ge, of the [Fifth, fell at the mouth of the enemy's guns, ga”antb |eading our brave troops

to the assault.

[ ieut. Col. Sutton, of the Seventh, fell morta“y wounded at the head of his battalion while assau!ting

the cncmy‘s }Jattcrg‘

cheral of our officers were c{csPcratc|9 woundccl, some of them no doubt morta”g‘ Among them are
the ga”ant CaPtain Lang, of the Lanccrs, and Licutcnant Bass, both of Compang B Licut‘
Hubbard, of Compang A Fifth chimcnt.

Captain [Heuvel, of the [Fourth, fell in the ga“ant cl']arge of Major Kagnet. [e was one of the most
distingufsl‘ncd of the heroes of the clay. | ike the ganan’c Lang, of the fifth, he could not aPPrccfate odds
in a battle.

| cannot say enouglﬁ Praise of the ga”antry of our surviving officers and men. it would be invidious to
mention names. Were ] to do 50, the rolls of captains, lieutcnants, and men would have to be inserted. ]
will onlg mention the Principa| field and staff in the engagement. The cheering voice of | ieut. Col.
Scurry was heard where bullets fell the thickest on the field. | jeut. Col. McNeill, and the ga”ant
Major Fgron, who has been mentioned, c{isplagccl the most undaunted courage. Major Ragnet, of the
Fourth, though wounded, remained at his post, and retired not until the field was won. The caPtains,
lieutenants and men in the action displaycd so much ga”antrg that it would be invidious to make
distinctions. Theg Fought with equal valor and are entitled to equal credit with the field and staff here

mentioned.

| will not close this report without ajust need of Praisc to the general staff, who served me as aides-de-
camp during the dag. (Col. Robards was in the dashing charge of the ganant Lar\g, and wounded in

scvcra[ PIBCCS.

Capt. T om Ochiltree, aide~&e~camp to (General SiHey, was excecc{inglg useful to me on the field and
active during the whole engagement. Hc assisted me in the most critical moment to cheer our men to the
assault. [Je deserves the lﬁighcst Praise for his undaunted chivalrg and coolness, and | recommend him

to the gencral for Promotfon.

Captain Dwger was also very useful, ga”ant, and active during the whole action.



| cannot close without the mention of CaPtain Frazier, of the Arizona Volunteers. T o him, more than
others, we are indebted for the successful turning of Fort Craig. [He led us over high ground around
the mesa to the cast of the Fort, where we at all times had the advantage of the enemy in case he had
attacked us in the act of turning the fort.

| will on13 Personalfze further bg mention of my own regimenta! staff.

Sergeant Maj. Sheppard shouldered his gun and fought gallantly in the ranks of Capt. McPhaills
company in the charge. | ieut. Sagers, adjutant of the [Fifth, during the whole dag, reminded me of a
hero of the days of chivalry. [ e was a gallant, daring and dashing soldier, and is as cool in a storm of
grape, sl’leIL canister, and musketrg as a veteran. I recommend l’lim, tl’xrougl’l the general, to the Fresident

for Promotion.

Qurkilled and wounded are as follows:

2nd chimcntTexas Mountcd Vol., Major Fgron‘s Command
Killed 4, Wounded 1 7 Missing i

4th chimcntTcxas Mounted VoL, Lieut. Col. Scurry‘s command
Killed 8 Wounded 36 Missingo

§t[1 chimcnt Tcxas Mountcc‘ \/ol. Col. Grccn‘s command
Killed 20 Wounded 67 Missing o

7t[1 chimcnt Tcxas Mountcc‘ \/oluntccrs. Licut. Col 5utton‘5 command
Killed 2 Wounded 26 Missing o

ch[’s battcrg
Killed 2 Wounded 4 Missing @)

Totals:
Killed 36 Wounded 150 Missing i

Since which time | jeut. Col Sutton of the Seventh, and 2 Priva’ces of the [Fifth, and 2 of Teel's
batterg, have died from wounds received in battle. Tl’le enemg’s loss was far greater than ours. The

Precisc number cannot be ascertained }35 us, as many were killed in the river, and as the enemy's white
ﬂag, asking Permissfon to gatlﬁer up their dead and wounded, came almost before the sound of the last
cannon had ceased to reverberate in the hills. ]t is corncidcntly asserted by many of our officers and men
that the enemy, under the )qag of truce, Picked up many small arms and carried them off with the dead
wagons, that theg also carried off their two Z+~Pounc{er howitzers which were left }33 them in the river. Jt
is certain that c]uring the cessation of the hostilities tl’neg Picked up a company ﬂag and gufclon of my



regiment, left on the field c]uring our charge, while tl']eg were gathering up their wounded and dead, and
it is said these are considered by them trophics. | do not believe that the comman&ing officer of the

enemy is aware of these Facts, as he would have sPoken of stolen Hags as troplﬁies.

| think, from the best information in my Possession, that the enemy’s loss must have been in killed and
wounded at least 350 or 400. Among their killed were several ga”ant officers. T he ga”ant McR ae fell
at his guns. Several other caPtains and lieutenants were killed. CaPtain Rossell, of the T enth (.5
Imcantrg, and several Privated of the [Fifth and Tentl’x ]mcantrg and Denver Citg Volunteers, were taken
prisoners.

Rcspect}cuug submitted,

THOMAS GREEN,
Coloncl [Fifth chimcnt T exas Mounted Volunteers.

Mai. AM. JACKSON,
Assistant Acﬁutant- (General, Arm3 of New Mexico



FEBROUARY 21, 1862~ E_ngagement at Valverde, N. Mex.
chort of Col. Wi”iam Stcelc, Sevcnth T exas Cavalry.
CAMFP NEAR FILLMORE N-MEX,

Marclﬁ i,1862

GENERAL: | have received a verbal express from (General Sfbleg, the numerous Parties of
Mexicans in the emPloy of the enemy rendering it clangerous to write. Qur forces turned the enemy's
Position bg crossing the river to the cast side, which drew him out of his entrenchments, and an
engagement ensued just above [ort Craig, which commenced about 9 o'clock in the morning on
Februar}j 21, amd lasted, with little intermission until near sunset, when the enemy was driven in
confusion from the field. We caPturec{ seven Pieccs of arti”crg and a considerable number of small arms
were Pici(ecl up. Much of the Mexican Portion of the enemy fled to the hills. T he regulars and [ike's
Feak \/olunteers returned to the fort. Our forces were encamPed on the field when my informants left.
Qurloss is stated at 38 killed and 106 wounded. Major Lockridgc is recollected as one of the killed.
(eneral Sibleg had been sick some days Previous to the action, and the command devolved upon Col.
T homas (Green, who was in command most of the c{ag, General Sf}D!CH being unable to remain long
upon the field.

T his account agrees with the information | had a few da\zjs Previous as to the contemplatec{ movement. |
received this inte”igcncc the dag after the stage left for San Antonio and have cle|agcc1 writing, hoping

to get some more Particulars, but as 5e’c have none.

\/er9 rcsPechCung, Your obedient servant,

WM.STEELE,
Colonel Sevcnth Texas Mountcc{ chimcnt

GENERAL S COOFER,
Adjutant (General



FEBROUARY 21, 1862~ E_ngagement at Valverde, N. Mex.
chort of CaPt. Fowhaten Jorc]en, chenth Tcxas Cava|r3‘
INCAMFP NEAR SOCORRO, N-MEX,

Fcbruary 27,1862.

GENERAL ] have the honor to rePort the First Battalion of the seventh Texas Mounted
\/oluntcers in the battle of Valverde, N. Mex., on Februarg 21. | he first Batta]ion of the chenth
Regiment, under the command of | jeut. Col. J S. Sutton, with ComPanies C and [ of the [Fifth
chimcn‘c, were detailed as a guarc] for the transpor‘tation on the morning of the 21st. Before the train
had gotten bareb out of camp we were aPPraisecl of the gight l’lavfng commenced at Valverde Crossfng
of the Rio (Grande }33 hearing the sullen roar of the cannon. T he train being in danger of attack, we
were l«:Pt in Position as the guarcl, and all thought for a time the Seventh would have no share in the
conflict, but in two hours after the commencement of the battle an officer aPPeared with the order for
us to move on to the battlefield. Colonel Sutton detached from his command Companies A and I, of
the Seventh, and ComPany C, of the f:hctlﬁ, to remain, and then gave the orderto go Forwarc{, when the
remainder of his command, consisting of Companies B, [, and |, of the Seventh, and [, of the [Tifth,
moved on to the scene of action. \We went at a ga”op, and were met on the field bg Major Locicric{ge,
who ordered us to take Position on the left. We were held for an hour or more, running the gauntlet 135

countermarch under a most ga”ing and destructive fire from their batteries.

While in this Position we lost two men and some 3 horses were killed. T he battle l’xavfng now continued
several hours, the charge was ordered, and the Seventh was most ga”antly led in the charge 139 | jeut.
Col‘ Sutton, who fell morta”y wounded when within 20 paces of the cnemg’s battcrg‘ Tl’re battle was
now soon ended, and victory was ours, thouglﬁ Purchasec{ by the Seventh with the death of the heroic
Sutton. T he Seventh did its c{uty bravelg, nobly, all acting ga”antb.

o make mention ot individuals wou e unjust. ey all share equally the dangers of the tield, and a
T o mak f individual Idb ) Theyall sh qually the dang f the field, and all
deserve equa! Praise. To CaPt. Rudden S. Fric{gen and his company (H, of the [Fifth), who acted with

our command, we must give great credit for their coolness and ga”antrg, and wish himself and company

to share with us whatever credit may fall to our command.

Accompanying is the list of killed and wounded, togcthcr with the horses killed in the battle, as
furnished by caPtains of companics. (nhote: list not affixed)

] have the honor to }Jc, respcct}cuug, your obedient servant,

FOWHATANJORDAN,
Captain Comc{g. First Bat’calion,
Seventlﬁ Regiment Texas Mounted \/olunteers, Arm3 of N Mex‘



Gcneral H. Hl. Sibleg,
.5 Armg

Note: One source (not mentioned elsewhere orin the (onfederate battle rePor‘hs) indicated that the
T exans lost many supply wagons to a suprise cavalry charge 199 the New Mexico \/oluntcers and gives
this shor’cage of suPPhes as a reason for SiHeg‘s decision to bgpass Fort Craig and continue north
toward supplg clePots in Albuquerque‘ If this is true, obvious|3 the Confederates learned little from

this SUPPlﬂ train loss and were to repeat the error as (Glorieta Pass with disastrous consequences.



FEBRUARY 21, 1 862.~~E_ngagement at Valverde, N. Mex.
chort of CaPt. Trevanion T . T eel, T exas Light Arti”crg‘
CAMF LOCKRIDGE, N-Mex, FFebruary 27, 1862.

S]R | have the honor to report to the general commanding the Armg of New Mexico the oPerations
of the light batterg which | had the honor to command in the battle of Valverde, N. Mex., on Februarg
21.

| received orders on the morning of the 21st, at camp, 8 miles below the battleground, and oPPosite
Fort Craig, to detach one section of the battery, under | jeut. Bradlcorc], to march to the front of the
column and head of the train to Valverde, and Place the other section and remain mgse[F in the rear with

the Second chimcnt of Siblcg’s brigac{c, which orders were executed.

A}Dout an hour after the head of the column had moved I received inte”igcncc that a largc boc19 of the
enemy's cavalry, imcantrg, and arti”ery had taken up the line of march for Valverde.

| then Placed the section of the batter3 in command of | ieuts Bennett and Mc(Ginnis, and went to the
head of the column, before rcacl‘nfng the head of the train | heard the )Ciring of the advance at Valverde.

| found [ ieut. Bradford, with his section, at the head of the train, and ordered the picces to the P|acc
of Firing at a ga”oP, and in a few minutes it was Placecl in batterfj about the center of | ieut. Col.
Scurry‘s regiment, and commenced Firing upon the batterg of the enemy and his line in a few minutes. |
lost 1 man killed and 2 wounc{cd, which left but 5 cannoneers to man the two Picces. ] then cht up the
fire alternately with the Pieces. Fincling it imPossible to use the two Pieces with stcady and effective
fire, | called upon Lieut. Col. 5curr5 for men to fill up the detachments of the guns, which were
immccliatelg sent from | jeut. Riley‘s company of howitzers. After sustaining the action for some time
the enemy cl’xangcd his  front. | then P|accc! the section in another Position‘
| ieuts. Pennett and McGinnis having bg this time reached our line, | ordered them to Placc their
section in battcrg, which t!’;eg did, and oPenecl upon the enemy with gooc{ effect.

f:rom the great Iengtlﬂ of the encmg‘s line and his superior number l found it necessary to detach the
Pieces. | jeut. Bradford was sent to the extreme left flank with his Piccc to support Majors Lockriclgc
and Fgron‘s commands, which had been cngagcd with the enemy for more than an hour, | jeut.
McGinnis, with his gun, on the riglﬂt of Major Lockriclge‘s battalion, | jeut. Pennett at the center of
the right flank, and the other Piece at the extreme right flank, | jeut Rileg, with his }Jatterg of howitzers,
on the left wing, and | ieut. Woods with his batterg of howitzers on the right wing, The different Pieces
and howitzers changcd Positions, however, during the action as circumstances rcquircd, and were used

with effect whenever the enemy Prescnted a front or his bat’cer3 in view.

Having received orders that our ’croops were about to cl’uarge the enemy, ] Placecl the guns in batterg

upon the extreme right flank as a reserve, in case the chargc was unsuccesstuI, so that ] could open the



line of the enemy with rai(ing shots or engage his batterg until our troops would prevent my Ffrfng bg
closing with the enemy. The chargc was made bg our linc, and in eiglﬂt minutes his battcrg was captured
and his troops comPIetelg routed. | ieut. Ochiltree, aide- de- camp, rode back and ordered the guns
forward, which order was executed, and soon the enemy's guns, as well as ours, were oPencc[ on his
retreating forces. Firing was kcpt up from our guns until the enemy's rear was out of range of them. |

then ordered the Firing to cease.

| lost 4 men killed, incluc]ing 2 who died the &ay after the battle, and 6 wounded, 25 horses killed and

wounded, one gun Partia”g disabled, and eight scts of harness rendered unserviceable.

| refer with great Pleasure to the ga”ant conduct of | ieut. Bennett, Mc(Ginnis, and Bradford, of my
company, as well as | jeuts Rileg, Woods, Ragnet, and [Falcrod, of the batteries of howitzers, also of

the non- commissioned officers and Privates of all the batteries.

| cannot close my report without bearing testimony to the bravery and coolness of the officers under
whom | acted during this sanguinary and well- contested battle. Col. (Green, and esPecia”3 Lieut. Col
Scurry, who so Promptlg manned my guns from his regiment (the [First), and who was present with my
guns under the heavg fire in the morning, and whose voice was heard above the din of battle and smoke,
and Hame, and death, encouraging the men to stand bg their posts. Also the lemented Lockric{gc,
Major Jacicson, assistant adjutan{; general, Major Brownrigg, brigacle commissary, Lieut. Col
Mchf“ and Licut‘ Oc)‘wiltrec, aide-de- camp, who were ra”ging the men to chargc and were in the line
Icacling on the troops, also CaPt. Dwycr, of the stag, Col. Kobards, and Ma_jor Kagnet Also the
decP obligations | am under to | ieut. Col 5curr3, and Capt. 5carboroug}1 and his company, who
hauled out a disabled Piece by hand under hot fire, to Capts. Camec”, McFhaill, and Ki”ough, and
their respective comPanies, for the promptness and wi”ir\gncss with which they replacecl the killed and
wounded of my guns, many of their comrades havfng been killed and wounded while aiding in manning
the battcr5 during the action.

\/crg resPectFung, your obedient servant,

T T TELL,
Captain, Artincrg

Maj, AM. JACKSON,
Assistant ,A\chu‘cant~ General, C 5 Army.



Thus ended the Battle of \/a!verc]e. Tl’lﬁ Conteclerates won the battle and bg crossing the Kio
(rande to the north of [Fort Craig, hoPecl to cut the federal SUPP13 line from [Fort (Union. Tl’ley failed
to take [Tort Craig to augment their 10 days rations and in fact, left [Fort Craig as an impediment
blocking their supplg line from Mesilla. Further, the Confederate !ogistical supplies were insufficient
and Sibley’s Brigade too lightlg cquippcd to be anﬂthing more than a largc raiding party. | osses in
animals and SUPPly trains made their situation even worse. Facing starvation, the (Confederates could
not invest further efforts on [Fort Craig and tl’xeg abandoned the battlefield and resumed their march
north toward Albuquerque l’loPing to find suPPIies.

Todag little remains of Valverde Pattlefield as it was tougl’xt on a sancl3 flood P!ain and subsequent
floods since the battle have obliterated cvcrgttxing.

Duc to the l‘ncavy losses of horses at \/alvcrclc, the 4th Tcxas was dismounted and their horses were
distributed to the 5th | exas. Abe [Hanna, a Contcc{cratc enlisted man wrote in !‘wisjournat 1] had my
horse killed in the battle of Valverde and | am now on foot.......... | now feel the P|easure of soldiering in

New Mexico more Plainlg then | have ever done before, notwithstanding the severity of the climate and

On March 2, Sibleg‘s Brigade reached A!buquerque and found that the federals had destroged the
militarg c{cPot there Prior to abandoning the site. An advance party of Confederates reactﬁng Santa
Fe 2 c{ags |ater, found the same state of affairs. Ttwe Texans did capturc a small Post at Cubero,

which was rePortcc{ as follows:

MARCI », 1862.— Capturc of Cabero, N. Mex.
chort of CaPt‘ AS. Thurmond, T hird Regiment, Sibley‘s Brigaclc.
CUBERO, N-MEX, March 19, 1862

SIK Jn making an official report of my entry into this P!ace, &c., | will furnish a transcript of the notes
handed me }33 men whom | have myse't found to be sound.

NOTE 1.—~ At 9 am, Marct) 3 Dr . Kavcnaugn, in command of three Americans, demanded of
Capt. Francisco Aragon, US Armg, commanding militarg post of (Cabrero, the surrender to him for
the Confederate States of himself and command, consisting of Dr. Bogcl, surgeon of post, 42 New
Mexican soldiers, and 3 Americans, one of whom was Scrgcant \Wahl, buglcr, 5. Army, togettler
with the post, and all stores, arms, ammunition and property of whatsoever clescription, t)elonging
thereto. CaPtain Aragon was allowed ten minutes to decide whether he would Pcaccablg complg with
the demand or resist. At the exPiration of the time, he not lﬁaving returned an answer, one of

Kavcnaugh‘s party was sent to receive the arms, which were torma”y demanded. Thc to”owing



corresponc]ence will show the formal surrender of the Post to Dr. Kavenaugh and his regiment, to hold
in the name of the Confederate States of America, which said corresPondence | herewith inclose.

The amount of property turned over will be accuratelg shown bg the quartermaster's invoices, which
show a Iarge and valuable lot of quartermaster's commissary, and ordnance stores. | he surgery is also
well supplied with valuable medicines, &c. | here was not less than 60 arms and 3000 rounds turned
over. CaPtain Aragon and company were furnished with arms and transPortatfon sufficient to take and
Protect them to Albuquerque upon Promise to deliver the Government ProPertg furnished them the
(Confederate States Arm3 officer commanc]ing there.

Upon taking command of the post Dr. Kavenaugh clisPatcl’xecl MR. Richmond Gi”esPie, one of his
party, to take information to Albuquerque of the surrender of the post, and to procure assistance in
holding it. T his triP was Pertormecl }39 Mr. Gi”esPie great15 to his credit, having voluntarilg risked his
life a second time in Passing through a most dangerous Portion of hostile |ndian country to a post where
he was not certain but what he mig)ﬁt fall into the hands of the enemy. T he successful execution of this
hazardous triP brougl’]t to the Protection of the post CaPt. AS. Thurmond, C. 5. Arm\zj, with 25 men
of his command, arrived at (Cuberi on March 5, at 2pm.

Next c{ag the command was turned over to him }35 Dr. Kavenaug}m George Gar&enl‘neir, one of Dr.
Kaenaugh‘s Party, has rendered most valuable services as assistant quartermaster and commissarfj,

working incessant13 in saving and Protecting property belonging to those defenses.

Mr‘ KT Tl’lompson was not onlg at the caPture of the Post, but alwags, been tru|9 Southern, being a
\/irginian bg birth, and certainlg his services were most efficient in carrying out the duties of acﬁutant,
treating the enemy always with much Ieniency, but with the sternness and decision of a true Southern

gentlemen.

In conversing with both friends and enemies | have found the above to be substantia”g true, yea, more
than true, for such an act of bravery, under the circumstances, could not be exPectec{ from the number
of men. Dr. Kavenaugh and Messrs. Thompson, Gi”espie, and (Gardenhier constituted the whole
force in the side of the Comcec{erate States, and theg too, men who had been Persecutec{ 133 the
f:ederal Government‘ Theﬂ were not on!g susPected but known to be friends of the Conteclerate
States, consequent|3 there was but one game to Plag, and theg did P!ay it with Protit to the
Contederate States and great credit to themselves. Tl‘lﬁ game would be in other countries called
bluff, tl’rouglﬂ it was not intended so !33 them, alt!’mougl’l it had that effect. Dr. Bog& is among us, a
gent!emen of high medical attainments, and at this time c{oing valuable service as | have quite anumber of

cases of Pleurisy in my company.
T his at Cubrero, March 20.

AS. THURMOND,



Comdg. Co A, Third Kegt., Sibleg‘s Brigi, Arm3 of N. Mex.



Tothe OFFICER COMMANDING C. 5. FORCES,
A”Duquerque, N-. Mex.

(eneral Sibleg remained in A!buquerque due to a“egecl illhess and turned command of the
Comcederate trooPs over to Colonel Scurry. 5curr3’s instructions were to capture ]:ort umon~ the
Principal Quat‘termaster Depot of the South- West for all suPPIics coming down the Sante [Te trail
from Missouri. [Tort (nion was manned bg 400 troops who were bu53 buinng fortifications for
defense. UPOﬂ reaching Sante [Te, the Confederate Hag was raised, but snow storms held up any
further advance for two weeks. During this Period, Fort (/lnion was reinforced bg the 1st Co!orado
Volunteers (950 men) known as the Pikes Peakers who made the triP througl’x a blizzard from Denverin
i3 daﬂs. Commanc{ing them was (Colonel John Slouglﬁ who also assumed command of [Tort (Union
and it's garrison due to his rank. Slouglﬁ‘s orders from Canbfj were to protect [Fort (nion at all costs
and not to start a ma_jor battle. Con’crarg to those orclcrs, Slough thought the best P|acc to defend
Fort (Jnion was on the road to Santa [Te, so he started down the road toward (Glorieta Fass, with
1548 men- the Fort Urxion Garrison, the Coloraclo \/o|unteers and a company of the 4th New

Mesxico Volunteers.

Leaming of the [Federal force hastening south from Denver to [Fort (Union, 5curr3 detached a force
of 400 Confederates under the command of Major Fgron to investigate. On March 26, 1861, Fgron
was scouting the western end of (Glorieta Fass, called Apache (Canyon when the Confederates ran
into SIOugh‘s advance party of 415 men under the "Figl’mting Parson® Major Jo}m Chivington.
Ci’n’vington attacked at once and drove the Comcec{crates down the canyon, capturing dozens of
T exans. Fearing the entire (Confederate Brigacle was ﬂear—b}j, Chivington halted and withdrew to
K ozlowski's Ranch near Pecos. Fyron fell back to wood and water and sent to 5currg for ECIP‘ Scurry
put his two battalions on the road and embarked for an all night march tl’xrougl’x bitter cold rcaching
Fyron‘s Posi’cion at dawn. An exPcctecl Feclcral assault did not take Placc on March Z7tl’x.

At K ozlowski's, 5|ougl’x and Ci’u’vington decided on a Plan of attack to take P|acc on the 28th. Slouglﬁ
would take 2/3's of the troops, including all the ar‘ti”erg down the pass toward Santa [e. Cl’n’vfngton
would take his battalion of 113 men, guiclec{ }35 [t Col J Francisco (Chavez of the New Mexico
\/oluntecrs over the shoulder of Glorieta Mesa on a 12 mile trail to attack the Comcederatc flank.

Scurrg decided not to wait at APac!ﬂe Cangon‘ He started almost all his force eastward tl’urougl’; the
pass, Icaving his supply wagons with a small guard at Johnson‘s Ranch at thcjunction at Glorieta Fass
and Apachc Cangon. At mid-~ morning, he attacked Slougk’s lead elements near Figeon Kanclﬁ,
located on the Santa [e trail. Both sides c{cplogcd their men in a long line, but Slough’s line was
shorter by 300 men.

Scurrg‘s battalions attacked with great vigor but were met with equal vigor !33 the (Coloradoans.
Slough’s men fell back to a better Position, from which Slough tried unsucccss?u”g to send men
around Scurrg’s right. Scurrg i(ept pressure on the ]:edera|s while organizing a three Prongcd assault.



|t was cluring this assault that Abe [Hanna who‘sjouma| was quotec} Previousb was morta”g wounded
and | ieutenant John Shropshire te”ing his troops " f:o”ow Me" took a shot to the head and was
killed. The Confederate's attacked Slough‘s entire front, clriving in the flanks and threatening the
center. The Federals retreated and Scurrg‘s men Pursucc[, but were too exhausted from the all night
march and & hour battle. Slough abandoned the field, |eaving the (onfederates in undisputed

Posscssion.

While the Confederates won the battle, the turning Point of the camPaign took P!ace at Figeon‘s
Ranch. Chivington complctclg missed Scurrg’s Flank, Fa”ing instead on the (Confederate suPPlg train
Parl(ec{ in APacl’xe Cangon. Kape”ing down to the canyon floor, the Iightb guarcled 80 wagon train was
captured and clestroged lcaving Scurrg with no ammunition, food, blankets or other suPPIies.
Clﬁivington returned to K ozlowski's and 5!ougl’1‘s reunited command withdrew to [Tort (nion. Unable
to sustain his men in the field, SCurry returned to Santa [e. T he Federal dead were buried at [Fort
(nion. The Confederate officers except Jol'm Shropshire were P|aced in coffins and buried in
Santa [e. Shropshire due to his size would not fit in a coffin and was buried in a mass grave with the

onrederate enlisted dead. is mass grave remained undiscovered tor well over 100 years and was
Confed listed dead. Th g d und df I y d
found by an man c{igging a foundation for his home. Shropshire was one of the few identifiable bodies
and was removed to Kcntucky for burial with his Parcnts‘ Thc balance of confederate dead were taken
to the National Ccmctcry in Hanta [ e.

|n Sante [Fe, Scurry wasjoinec‘ blj Sible\g and there learned that Col Canbg was marcl’ling north from
Fort Crafg to threaten Albuquerquc‘ T he balance of the 5ib|69 Campaign will be continue after the
{:o”owing battle reports on Gilorieta Pass:

Colonel John P Slouglﬁ, a Denver attorney turned soldier, was commanding officer of the [First
Colorac{o ]mcantrg‘ Hc clispatchecl his battle rePor‘t to Co!onel E_dward 5 Canby the dag after the
ngl’;t at Figeon’s Ranch



Kozlowski’s Ranch, March 29,1862

COLONEL: Learning from our sPies that the enemy, about 1000 strong, were in the APache
(Canon and at Johnson‘s Ranch })cyoncl, | concluded to reconnoiter in force, with the view of
ascertaining the Position of the enemy and of harassing them as much as Possih!e; hence left this Place
with my command, nearlg 1500 strong, at 8 o'clock 3esterda3 morning, T o facilitate the reconnaissance
| sent Maj‘ JM Chfvington ..... with about 430 officers and Pickec’ men, with instructions to Push
forward to Jol’mson‘s. With the remainder of the command ] entered the canon, and had attained but a
short distance when our Picl«its announced the enemy was near and had taken Position in a thick grove
of trees, with their line extencling from mesa to mesa across the canon, and their batterg, consisting of
four Picces, Placecl in Position. | at once detailed a considerable force of flankers, Placed the batteries
in Position, and Placecl the cavalryl..nearlg all dismounted... and the remainder of the imcantrg in Position

to support the batteries.

chcore the arrangement of my forces was comPlctcc{ the enemy opcncd fire upon us. Thc action
began about 10 o'clock and continued until after 4 p-m. The character of the countr3 was such as to
make the engagement of the bushwacking kind. Hcaring of the success of Major Chivington‘s
commanc], and the o])ject of our movement being successFuL we fell back in order to our camp. Our loss
in killed is ProbaHy 20..; in wounded Probabl\zj 50..; in missing over 100. |n addition we took some 25
Prisoncrs and rendered unfit for service three Picces of their ar’ci”cry. We took and clcstroged their
train of about 60 wagons, with their contents, consisting of ammunition, substence, Forage, clothing,
officers baggagc, etc....During the engagements the enemy made three at’cempts to take our batteries

and were repe”ecl in each with severe loss.

The strength of the enemy, as received from spies and Prisoners, in the canon was altogether some
1200 or 1300, some 200 of whom were at or near Jol’mson‘s Kanch, and were engaged bg Major
Chivington’s command. Tl’\e officers and men behaved noblg. My thanks are due to my staff officers
for the courage and abilitg with which tl’xcg assisted me in conduc‘cing the engagement. As soon as all

the details are ascertained | will send an official report of the engagement.

MARCH 28,1862.— Engagement at Gloricta, or F’igeon’s Kanclﬁ, N. Mex.
Report of Brig‘ Cien. Hemy . 51’5163, C.s. Arm3



HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NEWMEXICO
A”Duquerque, N. Mex.,

Marclﬁ 31,1862

GE_NE_RAL ] have the honor and the P|easure to rcPort another victorg.

After the battle of Valvcrde our advance was unintcrruptcc{ to this city. Here sufficient supplics were
secured for sixty c;ags, while from Cubero, a vi”age 60 miles distant, Iarge suPP|fes have been drawn
from the enemy's c]cPot. We have been surrounded with every c]escription of embarassment, gcncra|
and individual. Whole trains had been abandoned, and scantib Provic’ec{, as theg had origina”g been,
with blankets and clothing. the men had, without a murmer, given up the little left them. More than all this,
on the representation of their officers that forage could not be procured with one accord the regiment

agrecc{ to be dismounted.

These Pre|iminar3 facts are stated because it is due to the brave men under my command that theg

should be lcnown and the hand- to “hand desPerate contests du|3 noted.

Tl‘)c battle of Gloricta was fought Marc}‘n 28 by detached troo s, under the command of Licutcnant—
S Y P
Colonel Scurry, and [Federal forces, Principa”y Fike's Peakers, under the command of (Colonel
Slou h, the one having 1000 men and the other estimated at 1500 or 2000. G]oricta is a canon 23
S 2
miles east of Santa [e.

Fenc{ing the battle the enemy detached a Portion of his forces to attack and destrog our supply train
which he succeeded in doing, thus crippling (Colonel Scurry to such a dcgree that he was two clags
without Provisions or blankets. T he Paticnt, uncomPIaining endurance of our men is most remarkable

and Praiseworthy.

QOur losses was 33 killed and 35 wounded. Among the killed are majors Kagnet and Sl’rropshire and
Captain Buckholts. Colonel Scurry had his cheek twice grazed by minie balls, and Major Fyron had
his horse killed under him.

]n consequence of the loss of his train Co!oncl Scurrg has fallen back to Santa [:e.
] must have re-enforcements. Thc future oPerations of this army will be c{uly rcportccl. Senc{ me re-
enforcements.

] have the honor to }Jc, very rcspcchcu”g, your obedient servant,

HHOIBLEY
Brigadicn (eneral, Commanding.

General 5. COOFER
Ac{_jutant and ]nspector General, Richmond, Va.



MARCI] 28, 1862.— E_ngagcment at Glorieta, or Figeon’s Ranch, N. Mex.

Reports of CoL WK Scurrg, Fourth Texas Cavalrg.
SANTATFE N-MEX,
March 30, 1862.

GENERAL: | arrived here this morning with my command and have taken quarters for the present in
this city. | will in a short time give you an official account of the battle of Glorieta, which occured on the
dag before 3esterc{a3, in the Canon (Glorieta, about 22 miles from the city, between the confederate
troops under my command and the [Tederal forces, commanded by Colonel Slough, of the Colorado
Volunteers, (Fike's Peakers), when another victory was added to a long list of Confederate triumphs.

The action commenced at about 11 o'clock and ended at 5:30, and, although every inch of the grounc{
was well contested, we stcadily drove them back until thcg were in full retreat our men Pursuing until

sheer exhaustion we were comPc”ccl to stoP.

QOur loss was 33 killed and | believe, 35 wounded. Among the killed was that brave soldier and
accomplisl‘ncd officer Ma_jor Kagnct, the ganant and imPctuous Ma}'or Shrops}‘nirc, and the claring
Captain Buckholts, all of whom fell ga”antly leading the men around the foe. Major Ffjron had his
horse shot under him, and my own cheek was twice brushed by a Minie ba”, each timejust drawing
blood, and my clothes torn in two Places. | mentioned this simplg to show how hot was the fire of the
enemy when all the field officers upon the grounc{ were either killed or touched. As soon as ] can

procure a full report of all the casualties | will forward them.

QOur train was burned bg a party who succeeded in Passing undiscovered around the mountains to our
rear. ] regret to have to rePort that theg fired upon and sevcrely wounded Rcv. Lf—i Jones, our
chaplin, of the Fourth Regiment. [e was ho|ding in his hand a white Hag when fired upon.

The loss of the enemy was very severe, bcing over 75 killed and a largc number wounded.
Theloss of my supplies 50 criPPIed me that after burying my dead | was unable to follow up the victory.
Mg men for two clags went unfed and blanketless unmurmeringb‘ | was compe“ec] to come here for

sometlﬁing to eat.
At last accounts the [Tederals were still retiring towards [Tort (Union.

Thc men at the train blew up the limber box and sPikcd the 6- Pounderl had left at the train, so that it

was rendered usc|ess, and the cart- burners left it.

| ieutenant Pennett writes for more ammunition. Please have it sent. As soon as | am fixed for it | wish

to get after them again.



[From three sources, all believed rc|iab|e, Canbg left Craig on the 24th.
Yours, in haste,

W.R. SCURRY-

FS — | do not know if | write intellisently. | have not slept for three nights, and can scarcely hold m
gently p 2 Y Y

CgCS OP&X’L

WR.S.



SANTATFE N-MEX,
Marclﬁ 31,1862

MAJOK | ate on the afternoon of the 26th, while encamPecl at (Gallisteo, an express from Major
Fyron arrived, with the information that the major was engagecl ina sharp conflict with a great13 suPerior
force of the enemy, about 16 miles distant, and urging me to hasten to his relief. The critical condition
of Major Fyron and his ga”ant comrades was made known to the command, and in about 10 minutes the
column was formed and the order to march given. Qur baggage train was sent forward under a guarc{ of
100 men, under the command of | ieutenant Taglor, of the Seventh chimcnt, to a Point some six miles
in the rear of Major Fyron‘s Position, the main command marching directly across the mountains to the
scene of conflict. [t was due to the brave men making this cold night march to state that where the road
over the mountain was too steeP for the horses to c{rag the arti”er}j theg were unhamessec{, and the

men cheerFu”g Pu”ed it over the difficulties of the way by hand.

A}Dout 3 o'clock in the morning we reached Ma_jor Fﬂrin‘s encampment at Johnson’s Ranch, Canon
(Cito. T here had been an agreec{ cessation of hostilities until 8 o'clock the next morning,. T oo much
Praise cannot be bestowed upon the courage of the officers and men engagecl in the affair of the 26th.

As soon as daglig}‘nt enabled me ] made a thorough examination of the grouncl, and so formed the
troops as to command every aPProach to the Position we occul:)ied, which was natura”}j a very strong
one. Tl‘nc c{isposition of the ’crooPs was soon complctcc{, and bg 8 o'clock were rcaclg to receive the

exPcctec{ attack.

|n this Position we remained until the next morning,. The enemy still not making their appearance, |
concluded to march forward and attack them. Lcaving a small wagon guarc{, | marched in their direction
with Por’cions of nine companies of the Fourth chiment, under their respectivc officers, Captains
Hampton, | esueur, [Toard, (rosson, Giesecke, Alexancler, Buckholts, Ode”, and | jeutenant
Holland, of company B, Captain Scarborouglﬁ being unwell, four conpanies of the Seventh
Regiment, under Captains Hoffman, (Gardner, Wiggins and Adair, four companics of the [Fifth
Kegiment, under Captains Shannon and Kagsdalc and [ jeuts. Qakes and Scott, three Picccs of
arti”cry, under | jeutenant Pradford, togcthcr with CaPtain Fhi”ips‘ company of inclepenc{ent

volunteers.

[From details and other causes tl'leg were reduced until (all combined) theg did not number over 600 men
fit for clutg. At about 6 miles from camp the advance guarc{ gave notice that the enemy was near in
force. | hastened in front to examine their Position, and found theg were about one mile west of
Figeon’s Ranch, in Canon Glorieta. T he mounted men who were marcl’;ing in front were ordered to
retire slowly to the rear, clismount, and come into action on foot. Thc arti”ery was Pushcd forward to a
slight elevation in the canon and immecliatelg openec{ fire. T he imcantrg was raPidlg c{cplogec{ into line,

ex’ccnc{ing across the canon from a fence on ourleft up into the Pine forest on our rigl’lt‘



About the time these dfspositions were made the enemy randlg advanced in scparate columns both
upon our right and left. | dispatched Major Pyron to the right to check them in that direction, and
P!acing the center in command of Major Ragnet | hastened with the remainder of the command to the
left. A largc bodg of imcantrg, availing themselves of a gulch that ran up the center of an inclosed field
on our left, were moving under its cover past our left flank to the rear of our Position. Crossing the
fence on 1Coot, we advanced over the c[earing some 200 9ards under heavg fire from the )Coe, and dashed
into the gu]ch in their midst, Pistol and knife in hand. For a few moments a most dcsperate and deac”g
hand- to- hand conflict rage& along the gulch, when theg broke before the steaclg courage of our men

and fled in the wildest disorder and confusion.

Major Fﬂron was equa”y successFul, and Major Ragnct with his force chargc& rapidly down the center.
| ieutenant Bradford, of the arti”erfj, had been wounded and borne from the field. T here being no
other officer of the ar’ci”cry present, three guns, constituting our battery, had been hastily withdrawn
before | was aware of it. Senc{ing to the rear to have two of the guns brought back to the field a pause
was made to reunite our]corces, which had become somewhat scattered in the last re-encounter. When
we were ready to advance the enemy had taken cover, and it was impossible to tell whether their main
bodg was stationed behind a !ong adobe wall that ran across the canon or had taken Position behind a
Jarge ledge of rocks in the rear. Private W.D. Kirk, of Captain Philips' company, had taken charge of
one of the guns, and Sergeant [atrick, of the artillery, another, and brought them to the ground.

While trying }33 the fire of these two guns to ascertain the Iocalitg of the enemy, Major Shropshire was
sent to the right, with orders to move up among the Pines until he should find the enemy, when he was to
attack them on the flank. Major Ragnet, with similar orders, was dispatchec{ to the left. | informed these
ga”ant officers that as soon as the sound of their guns was heard | would charge in front with the
remainder of the command. Scncling Major Fﬂron to the assistance of Major Ragnct, and lcaving
instruction for the center to charge as the fire oPencd on the rightj | Passec{ in that direction to learn
the cause of the AClay in malcing the assault. | found that the ga”ant Ma_jor Shropshirc had been killed.
| took command of the rig}wt and immediatelg attacked the enemy who were at the ranch. Ma)'ors Ragnet
and Fﬂron opcncd a ga”ing fire upon their left from the rock on the mountainside, and the center
charging down the road, the foe was driven from the ranch to the 1ec{ge of rocks before alluded to,
where they made their final and most desperate stand. At this point three batteries of cight guns

opencc{ a furious fire of grape, canister, and shell upon our ac]vancing troops.

QOur brave soldiers, heedless of the storm, Presscc{ on, determined if Possible to take their battcry. A
l’leavg boclg of imcantxy, twice our number, interposec{ to save their guns. [Here the conflict was terrible.
QOur officers and men, alike insPired with the inalterable determination to overcome every obstacle to
the attainment of their objcctive, dashed among them. Thc right and center had united on the left. The
intrepicl Ragnet and the cool, calm, courageous Fgron had Pusl’led forward among the rocks until the
muzzles of the guns of the oPPosir\g forces Passcd each other. lnch bg inch was the ground c{isputcd,
until the arti”er3 of the enemy had time to escape with a number of their wagons. The in{:antrg also
broke ranks and fled from the field. So Precipitatc was their ﬂight that theg cut loose their teams and



sct fire to two of their wagons. The Pursuit was i(ePt up until forced to halt from extreme exhaustion of
the men, who had been engagccl for six hours in the hardest contested Fight it had ever been my lot to

witness. | he enemy is now known to have numbered 1400 men, Fike's Peaker miners and regulars, the

flower of the US Armg.

During the action a part of the enemy succeeded in reaching our rear, suPrisiﬂg the wagon guard, and
buming our wagons, tal(fng at the same time 16 Prisoners. About this time a party of Prisoners, whom |
had sent to the rear, reached there, and informed them how the nght was going in front, whereupon tl’leg
beat a hastg retreat, not, however, until the Pchetration of two acts which the most barbarous savage
of the Plains would blush to own. One was the sl’looting and dangerouslg wouncling of the Rev. | .}
Jones, chaPIin of the Fourth Regiment, with a white ﬂag in his hand, the other an order that the
Prisoners tlﬁey had taken be shot in case they were attacked in their retreat. | hese instances go to
prove that thcg have lost all sense of l‘)umanfty in the insane hatred t}‘weg bear to the citizens of the

Con{:ederacg, who have the manliness to arm in the defense of their countrg‘s indepcnclcncc‘

We remained upon the battle- field during the c{ay of the 29th to burfj our dead and Provic’e the
comfort of the woundcd, and then marched to Santa f:e, to procure suPPIics and transpor‘tation to
rcplacc those c{cstrogccl bg the enemy.

QOur loss was 36 killed and 60 wounded. OFf the killed 24 were from the Fourth Regiment, i of the
Fifth Regiment, 8 of the Seventh Regiment, and 1 of the arti”erﬂ.

T!’;at of the enemy greatlg exceeded this number, 44 of their dead being counted where the battle
opcnec{‘ T heir killed must have considerably exceeded 100.

The country has to mourn the loss of four as brave and chivalrous officers as ever graced the ranks of
any army. The ga”ant Major Tras!’;ier fell ear|9, Prcssing upon the foe and checring his men on. | he
brave and chivalrous Ma_jor Kagnct fell mortany wounded while engagecl in the last and most clespcratc
conflict of the clay. [He survived Iong enough to know and rejoice at our victory, and then died with
Ioving messages upon his expiring |iPs. T he brave, ga”ant Captain Buckholts and | ieutenant Mills
conducted themselves with distinguished ga”antry throughout the Fight and fell near its close. O]C the
Iiving itis on|3 necessary to say all behaved with distinguishcd courage and daring.

This battle proves conclusivelg that few mistakes were made in the selection of the officers in this
command. Thcy were ever in the front, Icading their men into the hotest of the ?rag. |t is not too much to
say that, even in the midst of this historic band, among whom instances of individual daring and Persona|
prowess were constantlg occurring, Major Fgron was distinguishcd bg the calm intrepiditg of his
bearing‘ |t is due to Acljt E_”sberrg R. [ane to bear teatimoney to the courage and activity he
clisplagecl in the dfsc!ﬂarge of his official duties, and to acknowleclge my obligations for the manner in

which he carried out my orders.



] have the honor to be, very rcspechcu”g, your obedient servent,

WR SCURRY,
Coloncl, Commanding Army of New Mexico.

Maj‘ AM. Jackson
Alssistant /\cﬁutant~ General, Arm3 of New Mexico



While winning the Pattle of Glorieta, the Confederates lost most of their horses and suPP!ies, and
had no recourse except to retreat. 5ib|eg‘s Plans to subsist on federal suPPlies and recruit Mexican
Americans failed because of the dccp distrust the New Mexicans had for the | exans. [Turther,
Sib!eg‘s men considered him incomPetent, a drunkard and a coward since he had not commanded in any

of the battles theg Fought.

]n order to remove the Confcclcrates from Santa f:c and A”Duqucrque, Cols Slough and Canby
coordinated efforts with Slough attacking Santa [Te with troops from Fort (nion and Canbg Faking
an attack with troops from [Fort Craig on Albugquerque. By APril i2, the Confederates evacuated
Santa [Te and A”Juquerque with whatever suPPlies theg could find. Canbg}ofned forces with the

Federal troops from ort ({nion and for the first time, [Federal forces outnumbered the
Comcederates. The combined force followed the Comcec{erates southward.

On April 15, 20 miles south of Albuquerque, Canby surprised Sibley's straggling column at what
came to be called the Pattle (skirmish) of Peralta. T he Confederates were (Col. (Green's [Fifth T exas
Mounted Volunteers, aPProximathg 500 men, or about 1,/ of Sibley's force. (Greens position was a
strong one behind the adobe walls of New Mexico territorial (Governor Conne”g‘s mansion. An
excerpt from [Tederal [icut. Pell's diary describes what happened next. * Qur attention was almost
immediatelg diverted to the North, however, where a (Confederate 5UPPIB train aPProached Peralta
from the direction of Albuquerque, Consisting of 7 heavily laden wagons, the train was escorted by a
detachment of Texans with a mountain Howitzcr. Tl’xe Tcxans had to stoP and defend themselves
when the [Federal troops chargecl within 50 feet of the wagons and cannon. One (Urion man was
mor‘ta”9 wouncled, and four Comccc!crates were killed. Canbg at mid- day sent scParate columns
under Cols Gabriel and C!’zivington around the north and west of Fcralta to Prevent re-enforcements.

At about 2 o'clock in the afternoon a dust storm arose during which the Confederates managec{ to

escape, after setting fire to Conne”g‘s mansion.

Peralta was to be the last Cfvil War Ba’cﬂe in New Mexico. Canbg decided that both armies could not

subsist on the meager rations of the region and Permittcd the T exans to escape.

Siblcg detoured around Fort Craig through the ruggccl San Matco Mountains and reached the
Mesi”a va”eg with 1800 weary men. Tl’reg marched on to I:ort Bliss where tlﬁeg spent Mag and Part of
June gathcring supplics and raic{ing north into New Mexico for the horses needed for theirjourncy

home to San Antonio. Thus ended the Disaster of Siblcg‘s camPaign.



HUNTERS WESTERN ARIZONA CAMFAIGN

Genera! r“lenry r“lopkins Sib!eg in a sober moment recognized the imPortance of T ucson and
Western Arizona to the Confederacy. T hus he wrote on January 27, 1862 a letter to the Adjutant
Genera! of the Comcec}erate Armg, General Samuel CooPer that he was orclering one company of
Co| Bag!or‘s command to take Post at Tucson.

On Februarg 10, 1862, the Fo”owing order was issued 133 [ ieut. Co! (and Governor of the
(onfederate Arizona Territory} Jol’m Robert Baglor:

f”]eac!ciuarters, Mesilla
Fcbruarg 10,1862

Captain Sherod Hunter

SIR You will, without c{clag move your company to T ucson and select some Point in the vacinity of
that Place fora camp until further orders. You will also escort Col. Jas Kiley to the Mexican border, or
to some Point where he can get an escort from the Mexican authorities. | he detachment of CaPt
[Helms company will return with Col Riley.

Respect)cuug,
Jol‘m K. Baglor
Col. Cmdg,

A seParate document to f—iuntcr gave sPeciFic orders for his oPerations. These were:

i. Maintain law and order among the citizens and soldiers.

2. (Cultivate amicable relations with the citizens of the Mexican state of Sonora.

3. Make a treaty with the chiefs of the Fima and FaPago |ndians to secure their aid against the
Apaches

4. Open communications with (Confederate sympatl’;izers in California and secure recruits for the
Comccc{erate armies from that source.

5. Scout toward [Fort Yuma and report the activities of (nion forces stationed there.

chamed the Arizona Rangcrs, after Baglor‘s favorite unit, the Texas Rangcrs, Huntcr and
approximatc|3 100 men saddled up and }chan the triP from Mesilla to T ucson in stormy weather
tlﬁroughout tl’rcjoumeg. During the trip, Pvt. Ben—jamin Mags succumbed to P!eurisg at Han Simon

while enroute.

Thc battered and ragged company of Cornccdcrate Arizona Rangcrs rode into Tucson and raised
the Comcec{erate ﬂag on Marclﬁ i, 1862. There theg found Tucson under siege 53 the Apachcs who



were under the fmpression that tl’leg had driven out the bluecoats, rather than it being the result of the

Civil War.

Hunter, in his report of APril 5, 1862, described in g|owing terms the reaction of | ucson's Peoplc to
the arrival of the Confederate troops saying “My timel3 arrival with my command was hailed }33 the
majority, may | say the entire population of the town of T ucson™ T he majority of the anglo Popu|ation
of T ucson was for the Comcec{eracg and the local militia had carried the Confederate ﬂag into battle

against the APaCl’lﬁS even before Hunter's arrival. T here had even been secession conventions in

Tucson in March and August of 1861.

Sl’xortlg after his arrival, [Junter called in all (nion men and gave them the oPtion of either signing the

Fo”owing oath or lcaving T ucson:

"| do solemnly sware or affirm that | will be a true and loyal citizen of the government of the
Confederate States of America. And that | will bear true allegiance to the same. T hat | will as a
faithful and goocl citizen observe and obeg all laws of said government. T hat | will at all times whenever
required by the proper authority take up arms in defense of the rights and liberties of said government,
and that ] herebg renounce a”egiance to all and every other government but that of the Comcec{erate

States of America, so l’]CIP me (God".

Those reFusing to sign were given one hour to evacuate and [Hunter confiscated their property to
Provic{c for the needs of his men. (nion - owned mines were also confiscated 133 T—iunter, but none of

them were put into oPeration for the ConFederacy.

Col‘ James Kilcg and his escort had accomPaniccl Hunter's command to T ucson. Kileg Par’cicipatcd in
the ﬂag raising and gave a rousing speech to all assembled. On March 3, he c{eParted on a c{iplomatic
mission to the (Governor of the Mexican State of Senora with an escort of 20 men.

[Hunter was able to gain 8 recruits from the T ucson residents to Par‘tia”g reP|ace the loss of the men to

the escort.

On Marcl‘n 3, Hunter set out with 20-30 men (tl’ne rest of his men had been sent out in detachments
against the Apachcs) for the vi”agcs of the Pima |ndians located on the (Gila River (near present c{ag
(Casa (Grande) for the Fo”owing reasons; | irst to enlist Pima aid in Figl’lting their enemy-~ the APaCl’)C,
Sccond to investigate rumors of an imminent invasion of Arizona by a (Jnion army from Ca]hcornia, and

thirc”y to c{elay the progress of any invasion, if it was true.

Upon arriving, [Hunter secured a mutual defense treaty against the Apaches with Antonio Azul,
Chie}c of the Fimas and discovered the truth of the rumors about the formation of a Union army in
(alifornia and its intention to invade Arizona. | he (alifornia (Column, a 1500 man brigade under the

command of Color\cl Jamcs r‘lenry Carleton, was indeed Preparing to invade Arizona. ]ﬂ Prcparation,



a (Jnion agent Ammi M. White who owned a grist mill located at the vi”ages had stockaled 1500 sacks
of wheat for the column. White was arrested and, his property (cspccia”g the wheat) confiscated. With
no transPor’cation, [Hunter distributed the wheat to the Pimas, who subsequentlg again sold it to the

(nion.

T his was an inconvenience to the Calhcomia Columﬂ who was &cpendiﬂg on the wheat being at the
Fima vi”ages and clelagecl their advance bg more than 2 weeks because the (Union leaders could not
arrange for the suPPIfes needed }33 their men. T he Fimas refused (Union currency and would trade
their wheat only for manta, a type of broadcloth, which the UHion forces did not have. Urxion CaPtain
William Ca”owa3 wrote the Fo”owing to his suPeriors 1Send us manta or we will starve. We have on!g
one days rations at Present” Jt took 2 weeks to procure sufficient supplics of manta in order to
Purchase enouglﬁ wheat to supplg the (nion troops. |n the interim, the troops lived on their scanty
suPP!ies and the generosity of the Pimas.

[Hunter later wrote of a further incident "Wl—xile c{claging at the Pima vi”agcs, awaiting the arrival of a
train of 50 wagons which was rePor’ced to be en route for this P!ace for said wheat (which report,
however, turned out to be untrue) my Picl(cts discovered the aPProach of a detachment of cavalrg, and
which detachment, | am happy to say, we succeeded in caPturing without ﬁring a gun. The detachment
consisted of Captain William Mc(Cleave and nine men of the [First California Cava[ry." Mc(Cleave

and his men along with Ammi White were soon on their way, underguard, to | ucson.

McClcavc’s capture did not end [Hunter's activities at the Pima vi”ages‘ While there, he learned that
the Union forces were storing l’wag at all of the former Putterfield Overland Stagecoach Stations
between the vi”ages and For’c Yuma‘ Hunter sent out detachments to burn the l’nag, which tl’rcg
succeeded in doing at six of the stations. | hese Probes marked the westernmost Penetration of the

(onfederate Armg AUring the war and would Precipitate the furthest west skirmish at Stanwix

Station.

On March 30, 1862, (Confederates under the command of | icutenant Jol‘m W. Swi”ing were
torching hay stored at Stanwix Station located on the (Gila River, about 80 miles ecast of [Tort Yuma.
W!’xi!c engagcc{, theg encountered the vanguarcl of a 272 man force sent from Fort Yuma to the rescue
of Captain McCleave. T he (nion force was commanded by Captain William Ca”owag. The
(Confederates fired at the aPProaclﬁing Yankees, wounc{ing one in the shoulder, then fled Pursued bg a
detachment of umon horsemen. T!’leg eluded caPture and brouglﬂt word to Hunter in Tucson‘

Captain [Hunter, upon learning of the (nion force disposcd of his Prisoncrs- Paroling McClcave‘s
nine men escort and sending McClcave and miller White under guarcl to Mesilla. [He further stationed
a Pickct detachment of nine men under the command of Scrgeant rﬂarr\lj Holmcs on the Fort Yuma~

T ucson road at a Place with a sweeping view of the country called Ficacho Pass.



The (Jnion force encountered at Stanwix Station soon moved on to the [ima vi”ages, thus setting
the stage for the westernmost battle of the \War Petween the States, the Pattle of Ficacho Fass.
Realizing that the Pickets would warn the (Confederate commander of his aPProaclﬂ, Ca”owag was
determined to capture them before they could issue any warning, Ca”oway divided his force, detaching
two squads under the commands of [ icutenants Baldwin and Parrett to circle around the [~ astern
and Western faces of Ficacho Feak thus entering the pass from the South and cutting off any
retreating (onfederate Pickets while he lead the main force c{irectig down the T ucson road. On April
15, 1862, brash | icutenant James Barrett with 12 men arrived earlg, disobeged orders and attacked
the Confederate campsite capturing Sgt [Holmes and two others. Alerted bg the gumcire, the other
(Confederates gatherecl in a defensive Posftfon ina nearbg thicket. Parrett ordered his men to mount
and Hush them out. T his strategy proving unsuccessful, Parrett ordered his men to dismount and
advance on foot. [Tor 90 minutes, the two sides Fouglﬂt dcspcratelg. When the s!’xooting ended, 3
Federals incluc{ing Barrett Iag dead and 3 others were wounded. The Comceclerates escapecl to warn
Huntcr.

The Ur\ion dead were buried where tl’xcg fell on the battlefield. |n 1892, the army removed the remains
of the two enlisted men to the National Cemeterg at the Presidio, in San [Francisco, California.
Barrett‘s remains were undiscovered until 1928, when Southcrn Pacific Railroad workers found them
on15 gards away from the railroad embankment tl‘xcg were constructing. A monument to the Ur\ion dead

was erected on Barrett‘s grave, but later was removed to Ficacho Feak 5tate Fark. Barrett lies where
he fellin 1862.

The (Union report of April 18. 1862, bg Captain Ca”owag states that in addition to the three
caPturecl Comcederatcs, three others were wounded. r—‘lunter‘s rePort does not indicate that there

were any woundcd.

Captain Ca”owag, upon Ieaming of the results of the Batﬂe of Ficacho Fass, thougl‘nt he faced an
enemy force of 200- 2%0 men. Ca|hcomia newspapers estimated that the Comccclerate force in
Tucson could muster up to 1500 men. Ca”oway retreated tl’xrough the Fima vi”ages to Stanwix
Station where he awaited reinforcements. | hese under | jeutenant- (olonel Joseph West soon
arrived, advanced on the Pima vi”ages, built an earthwork fortification named [Fort Barrett, and settled

down to gathcr supplics and prepare for the final advance on Tucson.

Captain Huntcr’s reaction to the Ficacho Fass Battlc was to send a detachment of 10 men under the
command of | ieutenant James [H. T evis to search for the missing Pickets‘ T evis arrived in time to see
the retreating Federal force which he accurate|3 estimated at 200 cavalrg and five wagons. Upon
receiving Tevis's report, [Hunter realized he would quickl\lj need reinforcements if he was to hold
Western Arizona. (sovernor Baglor at Mesilla was aPPrisec{ of this fact but could do notl’ling as the
ConFederate Arm3 of New Mexico had met defeat at Glorictta and was in full retreat back to Texas.



On Mag 5, 1862, Captain [Hunter's Arizona Rangers had the first of two engagements with the
Apaches‘ Alcoraging party, gathcring cattle in the vicinity of Dragoon Springs (near the current town
of Dragoon) was ambushed }33 a large band of APache warriors led bg Cochise and [Francisco. [Four
of Huntcr’s men were killed and the APachcs stole 25 horses and 30 mules in addition to the cattle.

The dead Confederates were buried at the Butterfield Overland Stagccoaclﬂ Station at Dragoon
SPrings where theg remain to the Prcsent c]ag‘

The ConFec’erates would exact revenge when a force of 30 men under the command of First
Licutenant Robert L SWOPC was sent out to recover the cattle and mounts. SWOPC surPriscd the
Apachcs, ki”ing 5 and recovering the livestock without (onfederate loss.

On Mag 14, Hunter was aPPrisec{ of the Confederate reversals in New Mexico, and gave the order
to evacuate | ucson. | ieutenant | evis and a small detachment remained in T ucson with orders to

watch for the (Jnion forces and report their arrival to CaPtain [unter.

T hat same clag, West and four companies of California imcantry and cavalrfj left the Fima vi”ages for
Tucson. |nstead of moving directly, they moved first to occupy [Fort Preckenridge Northeast of
Tucson. T he fort had lain abandoned since the c{eParture of the U.Ss. Arm3 in Ma\zj, 1861 who
burned it before leaving. West arrived at the fort on May 18, raising the Stars and Otripes over its

blackened ruins. T}’]C forts name was cl'\angec{ to Fort Stamcorc] after Govemor Leland Stamcorc{ of
California. Former Vice- President Breckenric{ge’s name was inaPProPriate after he went South.

West and his troops marched into T ucson on Mag 20, 1862, the cava!rg with bugles souncling and
guiclons ﬂuttering. The imcantry marched in with fifes and drums P]aying ”Yankce Dooc”e”. Both
amused the remaining citizenry. The last remaining (Confederates in the town- | ieutenant | evis were

almost caPturec{ when the Union forces entered the town bg a different route.

After rePcatccl skirmishes with the Apaclﬁcs, Captafn [Hunter and Compang A, Arizona Rangcrs}
reached Mcsi”a on Mag 27,1862 where it was soon combined with two other units for the defense of
the Mesilla va”ey. Thus ended Hunter's Western Arizona CamPaign.

|n their new capacitg, The Arizona Rangers became part of | ieutenant Philemon [Herbert’s battalion
of Arizona Cavalry. While most of the (Confederate Army of New Mexico c{epar‘tcd for San
Antonio, [Herbert’s battalion was among the units left behind under the command of (Colonel William
Steclc, in a forlorn attempt to hold the Mcsi”a ‘\/a”cy and the E_] Faso region for the Comccc{crac\cj.

A Primarg concern of Stcele’s command at this time was obtaining adcquate supplics. Foraging Partics
were sent out to requisition food, horses, mules and other supplies from the native Mexicans of the
surrounding region. Hunter's Rangers were involved in these f:oraging expeditions and encountered
resistance from armed Partics of New Mexican gucri”as. On Ju!g 1, 1862 Hunter and his men had a
sharp clash with the gucri”as near Mesilla.



Three c{ags Iater, on Julg 4, 1862, advance elements of the Ca|hcomia Column reached the banks of
the Rio (Grande River near Fort | horn. Within three dags after that, Co]onel Steele and his entire
command (incluc]ing [unter and the Arizona Rangers) were in retreat to San Antonio and sa]cetg.
Thc Arizona Kangers were thus amongst the very last Conchcratc units to withdraw from the
(onfederate territory of Arizona, and with their going, (Confederate Arizona ceased to exist.



THE UNION COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

You met | ieutenant Fettis Previous!g in Part » of this Presentation. Pettis was a member of the
Caliicornia Coiumn and wrote a historg of same in 1907 at age 7. Much of the Fo”owing is from his
historg‘

The California Column consisted of 10 comPanies of the 1st California ]nicantry, 5 companies of the
ist California Cavalrg, the [Fifth California and Light Batterg A of the 3rd U.5. ar’ci”er3J with a
total strength of 2350 rank and file. T heir campaign started from Fort Yuma on the (alifornia-
Arizona border.

Never did the column move as one unit. Advance Parties were sent ahead to scout, strengthen
fortifications at camPing Points, and to collect what food and icorage was available for the Iargergroups
to follow. As we saw in the Previous part, (Confederate Sherrod [Hunter and his Arizona Kangers did
much to cleiay the column }33 ciestroying these accumulations of suPPIies whenever found. Anoti’xer
reason for breaking up the column as Previouslij mentioned was the limited water suPP|ies at sPrings and

waterholes.

Fo”owing the Pattle of Picacho Pass, (nion CaPtain Ca”oway returned to the Fima \/i”ages and
started work on a Permanent camp, the earthworks of which were named For‘t Barrett‘ ]t took several

weeks for the main elements of the column to reach the Pima \/i”ages.

On May ijtri, an advanced detachment under Colonel West left the vi”ages for Tucson, going
ti‘urougi'i ”Casa Grancle" and Ka’cﬂesnake SPrings for old For’c Breckenridge (iater named For’c
Grant), where the American iqag was run up on the iqagpo|e of the abandoned fort amid the cheers of
the men and the field music Piaging 1T he Star SPanglec{ Banner.

On Ma5 1 9th, the detachment marched 15 miles and encamPeci within 10 miles of T ucson. T he grancl
entrance to Tucson was made from 3 different roads on the 20th. T}“}CI"C triey found that the
Coni:ecierates had Publiclg announced that the "Abs" (abolitionists) would soon take control of the
town which would be given over to a brutal soiclierg. Ti‘ie alarmed Population, mostlg Mexican, had

evacuated starting southward for Sonora.

The troops would stay in Tucson for two months, until Ju13 20th, while the column was being
assembled and accumu|ating enougi’r food and iCorage to start the final Ieg to the Rio (Grande, still
almost 200 miles away. Almost all suppiies were being i)rougrit by wagon train from Southern
(alifornia. |t was during this Perioci that Carleton and Canbg were Promoteci to (Generals.

Repeateci efforts were made to open communications with [Tederal troops in New Mexico and to alert
them that the Caliicornia Coiumn was on it's way. Neone of the express Parties ever returned. Tl"lé
Fo”owing expecii’cion tiﬁougiﬁ successful exPlains wlﬁg. On June 15,1862, Sergeant William Wi’ieeiing,



ExPressmen Jo}m Jones and a Mexican guic}e named (Chaves left T ucson with c[isPatches for
General Canby at [Fort Craig, T his party was attacked by Apaches at Apache Pass, about 75 miles
[ ast of T ucson, on June i8th. (haves was killed bg the first exchange of shots and Whee!ing 50
scriouslg wounded that he fell off his horse and was dispatched. Both bodies were later found bad]ﬂ
mutilated. Jones escaped and after a ride of 200 miles reached the Rio (Grande near Mesilla, where he
was caPturecl }33 the Kebels who relieved him of his disPatches and threw him injafl‘ [He still somehow
got word througl’l to Canbg, Probabb via a (Jnion sngathizer.

On June 21st, a strong party of cavalry left Tucson, arriving at [Tort T horn on the Rio Grande
(between Mesilla and [Fort Craig) on July 4th. T horn had been abandoned }35 the rebels. | ieutenant
Commander F gre was reinforced by a squadron of the 3rd (1.5. Cavalry and proposed attacking
Mesilla, but received peremptory orders from the “Fighting Parson® now (Colonel Chivington of the
ist Colorado Volunteers at [Fort (Craig, who under (General Canby's orders was in command of the
Southern Military District of New Mexico.

The largest battle of the (California Column took Place in ear13 Julﬂ when Captain Roberts,
ComPany I, ist ]n{:antrg, Captain Crcmony’s Compang B, 2nd Cavalrg and with two mountain
howitzers under the command of | icutenant Thompson left Tucson for the San Simeon River to
establish a camp for the relief E3r6‘5 command should they be forced back by the T exans. | his relief
command was attacked by a large force of Apache warriors under Cochise. T he howitzers turned the
tide and the Apaches were forced with a loss of nine killed, while the troops suffered 2 killed and 2

wounclec{‘

The California Column commenced aclvancing from T ucson on July 20th with five comPanics of
in{:antrg under the command of Co!one| West departfng. Theg were followed the next clag }39 Captain
Willis with two companics of imcantrg and Battcry A, 3rd (1.5 Arti|1er9. On Julg 2%, | ieutenant
Colonel Rigg with five comPanies of in{:antrg followed. [T ach detachment had subsistence for 30 clags,
with a full SUPP19 of entrenching tools. uPon their arrival in T ucson, the infantrg had carried full 1Ci1Ct3
Pounc{ Packs, a notable achievement consiclering the nature of the countrg through which tl’xcg marched
in woolen uniforms and the heat and thirst thcg encountered. Much to their re|ic£ General Carleton
issued General Order #10 on July 1 7th stating “that every soldier may move forward with a light, free
step, now that we aPProacl’l the enemy; he will no longer be requirccl to carry his knapsack".

(arleton arrived at [Fort T horn on August 7,1862 and immecliate!g communicated with Canbg. The
balance of the column arrived on the Rio (Grande in detachments as theg left T ucson, one dag apart.
Bg August 15th with the retreat of the (Confederates to San Antonio, Mesilla was made
hcadquartcrs of the [Federal District of Arizona. T he Southem Overland Mail Route was oPcncd
and troops of the California Column reoccupied .5 militarg posts in Arizona, New Mexico and
Northcm Tcxas.



On September I Stl'}, 1862, Genera| Carleton assumed command of the DePartment of New Mexico
(General Canbg had been ordered [ ast) and active oPerations commenced against the hostile
APaches and Navajos. To congratulate the trooPs on the end of the Comcec{erate threat, Carleton
issued the 1Co|lowing:

Hcadquartcrs of the DePar‘tment of Ncw Mexico, Santa Fc, NM,
Oept 21st, 1862

Gen. Orc{ers No 85

In entering upon the duties that remove him from immediate association with the troops constituting the
1 olumn from California®, the Commanding (General desires to express his gratelcul acknow|ec{gcmcnt
of the conduct and services of the officers and men of that command. Traversing a desert country that
had heretofore been rcgardcd as imPrac’cicablc for the operations of Iargc bodies of trooPs, thcg have
reached their destination and accomplishcd the objcc’c assignccl them, not onlg with out loss of any kind,
but imProved in discipline, in morale, and in every other element of e]cmciciencg‘ That Patient and cheerful
endurance of hardships, the zeal and alacritg which tl‘ncy have grapplcc{ witl’x, and overcome obstacles
that would have been insurmountable to any but troops of the highest Phgsical and moral energy, the
comPIctc abrogation of self and subordination of every Pcrsona| consideration to the great object of

our hoPes and efforts give the most absolute assurance of success in any field or against any enemy.

(alifornia has reason to be Proucl of the sons she has sent across the continent to assist in the great
strugglc in which our country is now engaged. The Commanc{ing (General is requestccl }35 the officer
who Precec{ecl him (Canbg) in the command of this chartment} to express for him the grathcication felt
bg every officer and soldier of his command at the fact that troops from the Atlantic and Pacific slope,
from the mountains of Califomia and Co!orac{o, acting in the same cause, inspircd bg the sane duties,

and animated by the same hopes, have met and shaken hands in the center of this great continent.

The California Column would sPencl the remainder of the war in camPaigns against the |ndians. |n
1863 theg captured APachc chief Mangas Coloraclas who was subsequently killed trging to escape.
Cali{:ornia troops were to escort immigrant and government wagon trains as far as [ort Doclge,

K ansas until dischargecl in1865.
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