CARSON, CHRISTOFHER HOUSTON [KIT]

(1809-1868)

C%ristop%er [Houston (Kit) Carson, frontiersman, son of Lindsey and chccca (Robinson)
Carson, was born on December 24, 1809, in Maclison Countg, Kentuckg‘ The Family
moved in 1811 to [Joward Coun’cyj Missour, where Ki’c grew up lliterate. [He ran away to
Santa [Te in 1826, learned Spanis}w, and traPPed from T aos to (alifornia and back in
1829-%1. He became a veteran mountain man before he was twenty-one. As a free traPPer
for many different companics c}uring the next ten years, he led an arduous life and became
familiar with a vast area onlg Partlg within the (/lni’ced States. |n 1842, after cig}wt months as
hunter for Bent’s Fortin what is now Coloraclo, he visited relatives in Missouri.

Carson was guicle and hunter for \)o}m C Frémont‘s first three exP]orations between 1842
and 1846 and became a national hero t%roug}w Frémont's Publis}wcc} reports. (Carson's
exploi’cs in the Mexican War and subsequcn’c overland transcontinental joumcgs with
E_clwarcl I Bea]e and George D. Brewerton caused him to be lionized in Washiﬂgton,
DC ]n 1854 he was aPPointed lncliaﬂ agent at T aos, New Mexico, and learned to sign his
name, (. (arson. |n 1856 he dictated his concise and factual memoirs to his secretary, John

Mostin.

Though (arson's knowleclge of |ndian languages and customs made him an effective agent,
he resigned his agency in 1861 and became colonel of the First New Mexico \/olunteers.
[He Fough’c the (Confederates at the battle of Valverde in 1862. |n 186%-64, under orders
from Geﬂ‘ ames H Car]eton, Carson conducted a successful campaign against the
paign ag
avajos but was not in charge of the " on Wa”< " which transferred them to a reservation at
Navaj g g :

the Bosque Rec}onc}o.

(_arson was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers and was in command at [Tort (Garland,
(olorado, in 1866-67. [He resigned his commission, moved his Familg to Boggsvi”e,
Coloraclo, and became ]nclian agent for Co]oraclo Territor9 in November 1867. A]though
seriouslg i“l he conducted a (Jte c}clcga’cion to Was%ing’con, DCJ earlg in 1868. [1e died at
T:or’c L\tjonsj Co]orado, from an aneurysm of the aorta on May 2% 1868.

From about 18%6 to 1840 Carson was married to an Arapaho, Waanibe, }33 whom he had
two claughters. ]n 1841 he married a Cheyenﬂe, who soon divorced him. lﬂ Februar9 1847,



after conversion to (Catholicism, (Carson married Josefa Jaramillo in ] aos, and bg her he
had seven children, of whom four left descendants. | he couPle also adopted a Navajo
orPhan. Josefa died after childbirth in APril of 1868. Kit and Josefa were first buried in
Boggsvi”e in the (olorado Tcrritorg. T heir remains were moved to | aos in 1869, as
Carson‘s will stiPulatecl.

In T exas %istorg (Carson was connected with an international border incident in 1843, [ e
made a hazardous ride from what is now Kansas to | aos and back in an effort to secure aid
for a wagon train, which was u]timate]g saved bg the intervention of (Jnited States
Dragoons. A second Texas adventure was Carson's ?ig}w’c at the first battle of Adobc
Wa”s on November 25, 1864, against a large number of Kiowa’s and Comanche’s‘ Aidecl
bg two %owi’czers, Carson made a demonstration of force that may have hclpec} to Producc a

peace treaty in 1865.

As trapper, cxp]orerl Jndian agent, and so]dicr, Carson goug%t hostile |ndians innumerable
times. [ Je also had a variety of Peaceable relations with Frienc”y ]nclians and treated ]nclians
as equa]s‘ Mgth~mai<ers in his own time made Carson a suPerhero }39 exaggerating his lncliaﬂ
?ig}wting. | ater mg’c}%makcrs have tried to make him a super villain bg the same process.

(Carson was of short stature and unimprcssivc demeanor and was extraordinarg in his
wi”ingness to volunteer for what he believed to be the common good‘ Although Fearless, he
had enough caution to survive. He was not a natural leader but acted as difficult
circumstances demanded, t%ough he remained modest and unsPoilec} }33 adulation. Kit

Carson is one of the most cleservec”y durable of American heroes.
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