COOFPWOOD,BETHEL
(1827-1907)

Bc’chcl Coopwoodl solc}icrj lawgcnjuc}gcj and %is’corian, was born on Mag i, 1827, in
Lawrence County, Alabama‘ He moved to Texas in 1846 and Fought ina cava]r9 regiment
in the Mexican War. [n 1854 he moved to Cali}comiaj where he was admitted to the bar. [He
returned to | exas and became recognizeé as an able lawgcr and Spanis}w scholar in the
lower Rio Grande va”ey. ]n 1859 he married Josephine Wooclwarcl; theg eventua”g had
fourteen children. Coopwood entered the (Confederate Armg as a caP’cain in the cava]rg
and served until 1863. A)thr the Civil War he spent a year in Coahuila. [He contributed
articles to and wrote book reviews for ear|9 issues of the T exas State T"]istorical
Association Quaﬁ@r{y, in which he Publis}wec} 1"Notes on the Historg of | a Bahia del
[ spiritu Santo in 1898-99 and " he Route of (Cabeza de Vaca” in 1899-1900. Judge
Coonood died in Austin on December 26,1907.
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