FEDERAL RETAKING OF THE ARIZONATERRITORY

You met | jeutenant Pettis Previouslg in Part 3 of this Presentation. Pettis was a member of the California
Column and wrote a l’]istory of same in 1907 at age /3. Much of the Fo”owfng is from his l’xistorg.

The California Column consisted of 10 companics of the 1st Ca|hcornia ]mcantrg, 5 comPanies of the ist
(alifornia Cavalrg, the [Fifth California and Light Batterg A of the 3rd U.Ss. arti”ery, with a total strength of
2350 rank and file. T heir camPaign started from [Fort Yuma on the California- Arizona border.

Never did the column move as one unit. Advance Parties were sent ahead to scout, strengthcn fortifications at
camping Points, and to collect what food and Forage was available for the larger groups to follow. As we saw in
the Previous Part, Comccc{cratc Sncrrod Huntcr and his Arizona Rangers did much to clclay the column }35
destroging these accumulations of suPPIies whenever found. Another reason for breaking up the column as

Previouslfj mentioned was the limited water suPPIies at sPrings and waterholes.

Fo”owing the Battlc of Ficacho Fass, Union CaPtain Ca”owag returned to the Fima \/i“agcs and started
work on a Permanent camp, the earthworks of which were named Fort Barrett lt took several weeks for the main

elements of the column to reach the FPima ‘\/i”ages‘

On May iﬁth, an advanced detachment under Colonel Wcst left the vi”agcs for Tucson, going tl‘nrough
”Casa Grancle" and Rattlesnaice Springs for old For‘t Breckenridge (Iater named Fort Grant), where the

American ﬂag was run up on the ﬂagpole of the abandoned fort amid the cheers of the men and the field music
Plaging T he Star SPanglecl Banner®.

On M35 i 9th, the detachment marched 15 miles and encampccl within 10 miles of T ucson. Tl’xc grand entrance
to Tucson was made from 3 different roads on the 20th. Therc theg found that the Comcederatcs had Pub!idg
announced that the "Abs" (abolitionists) would soon take control of the town which would be given over to a

brutal solclierg‘ Tl’IC alarmed Population, mostlg Mexican} had evacuated starting southward for Sonora.

The troops would stay in T ucson for two months, until Julg 20th, while the column was being assembled and
accumulating enoug)’r food and {:orage to start the final |eg to the Kio Girande, still almost 200 miles away.
Almost all suPPIies were being brought }33 wagon train from Southern California. |t was during this Periocl that
Carlcton and Canby were Promotcc{ to Gcncrals.

Repeatecl efforts were made to open communications with [“ederal troops in New Mexico and to alert them
that the (California Column was on it's way. None of the express Partics ever returned. | he go”owing
expeclition tlﬁouglﬁ successful explains wlﬁg. On June 15,1862, Sergeant William Wheehng, expressman \)Ol‘lﬂ
Jones and a Mexican guicle named (Chaves left T ucson with dispatclﬁes for (General Canbg at [Tort Craig.
This Party was attacked }39 Apachcs at Apachc Fass, about 75 miles E_ast of Tucson, on Junc i 8th. Chavcs
was killed bg the first cxcl’range of shots and W!’;celing 50 serious!g wounded that he fell off his horse and was
dispatchcc{. Both bodies were later found bac”g mutilated. Jones cscaped and after a ride of 200 miles reached



the Rio (Grande near Mesilla, where he was caPturec] bg the Rebels who relieved him of his c]isPatches and
threw him injail. e still somehow got word through to Canby, Probab|3 via a ( Jnion sgmpatl’xizer.

On June 2ist, a strong party of cavalry left Tucson, arriving at [Tort | horn on the Rio (Grande (between
Mesilla and Fort Craig) on Julg 4th. T horn had been abandoned }33 the rebels. | ieutenant (Commander Egre
was reinforced }39 a squadron of the »rd US Cavalrg and Proposec[ attacking Mesi”a, but received
peremptory orders from the ”Figl’lting Parson® now Colonel Chivfngton of the 1st Colorado Volunteers at
Fort Craig, who under (General Canbg‘s orders was in command of the Southern Mflitarg District of New
Mexico.

The Iargest battle of the California Column took P!ace in earlg Julg when Captain Roberts, Company I, ist
Imcantrg, CaPtain Cremoneg’s Compang B, 2nd Cavalry and with two mountain howitzers under the command
of | ieutenant T)‘wompson left T ucson for the San Simeon River to establish a camp for the relief E_gre‘s
command should theg be forced back bg the Texans. This relief command was attacked ]33 a Iarge force of
Apache warriors under (Cochise. T he howitzers turned the tide and the Apaches were forced with a loss of
nine killed, while the troops suffered 2 killed and 2 wounded.

The California Column commenced advancing from T ucson on Julfj 20th with five comPanies of imcantrﬂ under
the command of (Colonel West c{cPar‘ting. They were followed the next day by Captain Willis with two
comPanies of imcantr\zj and Batterﬂ A, 3rd (1S Arti”er\(j‘ On Ju|3 23, | ieutenant (Colonel Rigg with five
companies of infantry followed. [~ ach detachment had subsistence for 30 days, with a full supply of entrenching
tools. Upon their arrival in ] ucson, the in{:antrg had carried full ictg Pouncl Pac!(s, a notable achievement
consiclering the nature of the country through which theg marched in woolen uniforms and the heat and thirst
thcg encountered. Much to their relief, (General Carle’con issued (General Order #10 on Julg l7’ch stating "
that every soldier may move forward with a Iight, free step, now that we aPProach the enemy; he will no Iongcr be

requirccl to carry his knapsack”.

(arleton arrived at [Tort | horn on August 7, 1862 and immccliatclg communicated with Canbg‘ T he balance
of the column arrived on the Rio (Grande in detachments as theg left T ucson, one c{ag apart. By August i5th
with the retreat of the Comccclerates to Han Antonio, Mesilla was made hcaclquar‘tcrs of the Federal District
of Arizona. The Southem Overland Mail Route was oPenecl and troops of the Calhcomia Column
reoccupiccl US mi|itar9 posts in Arizona, New Mexico and Northern T exas.

On September I Btl’l, 1862, Genera| Car[eton assumed command of the Department of New Mexico
(General Canby had been ordered East) and active operations commenced against the hostile APaCl'lCS and
Navajos‘ To congratu|ate the trooPs on the end of the Comcec{erate tl’ureat, Carleton issued the Fo“owingz

Headquar’ccrs of the DePartment of Ncw Mexico, Santa Fc, NM,
Oept 21st, 1862
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In entering upon the duties that remove him from immediate association with the troops
constituting the ”Co|umn from (alifornia”, the Commanding (eneral desires to express his
gratexcul acknowledgement of the conduct and services of the officers and men of that
command. Traversing a desert country that had heretofore been regardcd as impracticablc for
the oPerations of large bodies of troops, they have reached their destination and
accomP!isl’lec] the ob)’ect assignec{ them, not on!g with out loss of any kind, but fmprovec} in
discipliﬂe, in morale, and in every other element of cgiciency. That Paticnt and cheerful
endurance of l’lardshfps, the zeal and a|acrit9 which tl’leg have grapplec{ with, and overcome
obstacles that would have been insurmountable to any but trooPs of the highcst Plﬂgsical and
moral energy, the comPlete abrogation of sclf and subordination of every Personal
consideration to the great object of our hopes and efforts give the most absolute assurance of

success in any field or against any enemy.

(alifornia has reason to be Proucl of the sons she has sent across the continent to assist in
the great struggle in which our country is now engaged. The Commanding (eneral is
rcqucstcd by the officer who Preccdcc{ him ( Canbg) in the command of this dcpartmcnt, to
express for him the gratixcication felt 133 every officer and soldier of his command at the fact that
troops from the Atlantic and Facific slope, from the mountains of (California and Colorado,
acting in the same cause, insPired 133 the sane duties, and animated by the same hoPes, have

met and shaken hands in the center of this great continent.

The California Column would sPenc{ the remainder of the war in camPaigns against the |ndians. |n 1863 tl'leg
caPturecl Apache chief Mangas (Coloradas who was subscquently killed trying to escape. (California troops
were to escort immigrant and government wagon trains as faras [Tort Dodge, K ansas until c{ischarged in 1865.



