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(Character is not unique to individuals. Several units that Participatecl in our country's civil
war demonstrated distinctive Personalities by their conduct in the face of conflict and crisis.
Much has been written on the role of localism in a unit's cxpericnce regaréing dedication,
clisciP]ine and desertion. Put, what about the effects of a lack of homogeﬂeitg within a unit?
Avre the elcmcectsjust as Pronounced in a negative fashion? A careful stucl3 of a multifarious
unit P]agued by many internal difficulties may answer this question. Was divcrsi’c\g linked with
clisunitg?

A unit that fits the definition of a diverse group of men united under a common cause is the
First T exas [Tield Battcry of Light Ar’ci”ery. Thoug}w the bat’cery did experiencc
unmistakable success, a cohesiveness was not Present that many amalgamatecl units shared.
This essay attempts to ic!cn’chcy the uniquc mi]i’cary and Personal cxperienccs of this battcry
and its members by investigating the levels of dedication, c!iscip]incj and desertion in relation

to its dive rsitg‘

]t is imPortaﬂt to first illustrate the battery‘s mi]itar3 exPeriences through a brief history of its
service. T}we unit originatcc! in earlg Novcmber of 1860 when Cap’cain Wi”iam E_c!gar
established the company, and became the commander. | he unit consisted of a loose band of
volunteers from the San Antonio area, which CaPtain E_clgar formed into an inclepenclent
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(:ompan\ij.m Bg earig Februarg of 1861, this group was called into service bg the T exas
Committee of Fub]ic Satety as a uniformed company consisting of less than tittg men‘Q
Ttie Committee of Fublic Satety quici(lg moved to utilize the T exas troops in neutralizing
the (nited States garrison ciispersed across | exas with an estimated strengtti of some
2,800 men. Ttie confiscation of Fecieral suPP]ies and munitions was an imPortant component
of the mission bestowed upon the state troops. Ore imPortant target was the (Jnited
States Militarg Heaciquarters for Texas located in San Antonio.@ The Texas
commissioners issued orders to ((olonel BPen Mc(Culloch to lead a force of T exas
volunteers into the cit9 and to seize the federal PrOPCrtfj‘ On the afternoon of i:ebruary 15,
1861, Captain E_cigar‘s company united with McCulloch's troops at the Periptnerg of San
Antonio and awaited action. Earlg the next morning, the armed T exans marched in and
occuPiecl the cit9 streets. Ttie outnumbered i:ecieral garrison, commanded bg Major
General D. . Twiggsj Peacetu”g surrendered the federal buildings and arsenal to the state
troops.@ On Februarg i8, Twiggs called for the cieiiverg of all Possessions of miiitarg or
federal property to the State (Commissioners of Fublic Satetg and ordered the evacuation

. Ly (5)
ot a” tecieral garrisons Wlti‘llﬂ ti‘ne state“ﬁ—’

Fo”owing the Peacetu] victory, the majority of McCu”oci‘n’s force disbanded and returned to
their homes. [Jowever, E_cigar‘s company was assigned the ciutg of guarding the property of
the “ArsenaLAlamo & Commissary DePots“ bg the Fublic Satetg Commission. lt was
ciuring the fulfillment of this assignment that the batter9 carned the nickname "A]amo City
Guarcis.”@ Tiwe unit continued in this caPacitg until Aprii 20, 1861, when Coionel Earl \Van
Dorn called the company into Contecierate service under the name of "Edgar‘s Compang
AL T exas Ligi‘nt Arti”erg" as an inciePencient company attached to “McCu”oci‘n’s Regiment
of T exas Cavalrg“ under the command of the Militarg Department of Texas.@ The
company strengtiﬁ had been reduced to about sixtg men, who signed one year enlistments into
Contecierate service. Ti‘ne battery received an issue of four guns and ample ammunition
seized at Han Antonio.@ Two ciags later Captain E_cigar was ordered to lead his unit on a

march to Fowcieriworn.

During this march, the Batterg received orders to return to San Antonio and prepare for
the ciisarming of Federa] trooPs under the command of Lieutenant Colone] ]saac Keeve.ﬂ
E_cigar and the batteryjoineci the forces commanded by \/an Dorn near Castrovi”e. Ti‘ne

combined force numbered nearig 1400 men. | ate on the night of the 8th of Magl Reeve
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moved his forces to the area near Adam’s [ill and San | ucas Springsj Fearing an attack }33
Van Dorn. The Federal forces had dwindled consiclerab]y cluring their marches, down to
about 270 men, and were great|9 outnumbered }39 \/an Dorn‘s troops‘ Yet, Reeve insisted
he was not wi”ing to surrender and was Preparec} to ”ﬁgh’c them three to one.” Fo”owing a
series of negotiations, Reeve sent [Tirst | ieutenant /enas Bliss to count the Comceclerate
numbers. AFter the lieutenant’s return, Reeve hastilg surrendered his 1Corces.m

Fo”owiﬂg the battery‘s second successful and Peacelcul oPeration, CaPtain E_clgar received
orders to prepare the unit for action in northeastern | exas. | he ba’ctcrg set up camps a]ong
the road between San Antonio and Dewitt Coun’cgj near the (Coleto (:rcctkm At these
]ocations, CaPtain E_clgar began a recruitment camPaigﬂ, attemptiﬂg to establish his
company strengt}w at one hundred men. Frior to reac}wing this goall the battcrg was ordered to
report to t}wejunction of the Quachita and Red Rivers. (/lpon arrival, the unit was then
ordered to rePort to Harrisburg, Texas on Bmc]ca]o Bayou, by a route Passing through
Da”as County. Throughout the march, E_clgar continued his recruiting attempts,
conscripting men from all across the state. T}'ne battcrg reached Harrisburg and remained
there until SCPtember of 1861. At this Point, the batter9 was ordered to report to
Galveston, where CaPtain E_clgar directed the construction of winter quarters‘M During
this time, Cap’cain Edgar began attempts to increase the qua]itg and quan’cit}j of supp]ics
and guns for the battery. 59 October, the batter9 had six guns (Four comP]ete with
caissons) and had secured amP]e horses for the transPort of the arti”ery‘M CaPtain E_clgar
also intensified his recruiting attempts, requesting the aPPoin’cments of two more officers and
advancement for an additional sergeant and two corpora]s.M Ga]ves’con ]slanc} also served
as the location for intensive training of new and old recruits on the science of arti”erg‘
Cap’cain E_c}gar had gaincc} recognition in the Mexican War for his bravcrg and was
regardec} as an extreme]g capable teacherin ar’ci“crg ski“s.m

T}wough recruiting efforts continued, the bat’cerg continued to exist well under the required
number of men into the year 186?_‘M ]n February, the battery was in the First Brigade of
the T exas \/olun’ceer Forces. As Plans for his ba’ctcrg were being decided, Captain Edgar
began to realize that the numbers of conscripts were not sufficient to ensure its continuance.
A further complicatiorw arose as the origiﬂal twelve-month enlistments neared exPiration on
APril 21, 1862. 59 late March, CaPtain E_clgar’s fears were realized as the men of the

. , ) .
ba’ctcrg remained reluctant to FCCﬂlist.M Captam Edgar requestcdl and was gran’cedl a
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. . , , )
twent3~da3 leave of absence in order to return to San Antonio and acquire new recrw’cs.(’i

]n ear]y APril, the batter9 was ordered to rePort to Brigaciier Genera] T N Waul and serve
as his Legion’s arti”ery company. Ti‘ie Legion spent some time at CamP Lubbock,M but
uitimateig set up quarters at Camp Waui.@ At the camp, E_cigar bcgan to exPcriencc
success in the reenlistment of his men bg Providing Furloughs and bounties. Ti‘ie battery was
again shifted to another command in the Fa” of 1862. Brigadier General Henry McCu”och
had received orders to organize a division under the Trans~MississiPPi Dcpartmcn’c to serve
in | exas and Louisiana. Tiﬁc division was formed at Camp Nelson,m with four brigacies,
cach with its own battery of ligi‘it arti”erg‘ E_clgar‘s Battery had arrived in camp by
SCPtcmbcr and was Piaccd in the T hird Brigacie. The brigacic commander was (General
McCu”och, who was relieved bg Major Gcncral John . Waiker as the division commander
inlate 1862. ln November, the division left CamP Nelson and began a difficult march into the
area of | ittle Rock, /\rkansas.<ZZ>

Fo”owing several marches and countermarches in the Little Roci( regjon, orders were given
to move toward the Arkansas Fos’c. A’c the Pos’c, winter camp was established on the west
bank of the Ari(ansas River. The division was forced to endure the cruel *winter in its most
savage mood," at this camp, Fittinglg called "CamP Freeze Out“’@ The division abandoned
this camp earlg in 186%, and moved back into the area of Fine PBluff. At these camps
E_clgar‘s Batter9 enjogecl ample Provisions and imProved i‘iealth, things that had been ]acking

at "CamP [reeze Out‘“im') From \)anuarg to May, the division carried out several
expoditions tnrougnout southern Arkansas and northern | ouisiana, uitimatolg so’ctling camp
near Alexandria. | ate in Mag, the division returned to the vicinity of Monroe bg steam
transport, with orders to march to \/ici(sburg‘@ The Ti‘iircl Brigade was ordered to begin
marci'iing toward Jucigc F’crkin‘s Fiantation, where federal troops were roportcd to be
campcci. The brigadc‘s presence surPriseci the federal troops, and tneg nastilg abandoned
the camp, ]eaving Provisions and clothing behind. The Union force fell back into a line of
battle suPPor’ceci bg gun~boats on the MississiPPi Kiver. Gcncrai McCu“ocn ordered
Cap’cain E_cigar‘s Batterg forward into an open field in range of the gun~boa’cs. [However,
before the battery could get into Position, ti‘ieg were fired upon. The battery quicuy
returned icire, and a duel ensued that lasted for over an hour. Tiﬁc federal cannon fire was
inaccurate and ineffective, whereas, Edgar‘s Battcrg directed convincinglg accurate and

clamaging fire against the federal gumboats and transPorts. The federal trooPs retreated to
the transports and withdrew from the area. ]n ti‘iis, the battery‘s first imPortant engagement, it
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experienced tremendous success. Gcncra] Mc ulloch was very pleased and commended the
P 9p
(28

batter9 as behaving "ga”ant]y“ cluring the battle 2%

In June, McC ulloch's Brigacle was ordered to Proceecl to Millikien's Bend and engage the

umorw camp. uPon aPProach, the brigade‘s scouts were suclcleﬂ]y attacked by the ]:ecleral
Pickc’cs. Edgar‘s Battcrg returned fire at nearbg gun~boa’cs while the remainder of the
division initiated hand-to-hand combat. As Firing intensified from the gunboa’c CAOCfaW,m
the brigade was forced to withdraw out of the range of Fire‘@ The brigade retreated to
Richmond, after su]CFcring signhcicant losses.(z—9> At Richmond the division reunited and
Prepared to face the enemy. Cap’cain Edgar was ordered to prepare his arti“erg with six
rounds of ammunition at the side of each gun. The battery concealed itself until the ( Jnion
soldiers were within one hundred 1Ci1ct3 3ards. At this Poin’c, Cap’cain Edgar ordered the
attack. | he battcrg fired with suPcrb swiftness, imqic’cing great c}amagc to the (Jnion troops.
Fo”owiﬂg this engagement, the division fell back to the town of De”ﬂ to form a stronger line.
The division continued various oPerations and engagements from De”ﬂ' until the surrender
of \/icksburg in Ju]g of 1863. Tke men of Wa]kcr‘s Division were surpriscd and angered bg

the surreﬂcler‘ﬂ

The division moved to Monroe in mid ~Ju|9 and then on to A]exaﬂclria‘ During thejoumey,

at Vernon, (General Mc(C ulloch was relieved as the T hird Brigade commander }39 (olonel
George Flourneg.m> The division settled about twenty miles southwest of Alexandria at

CamP (areen. ln late August the division once again Pickecl up camp and began a series of
marches and countermarches. Oﬂ October 17, 1863, Wa”(er‘s Division united with other
Comcedcra’ce Forces, under the command of General Dick Taglorl near the small town of
Mounduville. About this time, command of the T hird Brigadc Passcc} to (General William R.
Scurry, known for his brave leadership at the Battle of \/alvercle.bl) The brigade’s

Par’cicipa’cion was called for in various support actions in the area of A’ccha)calaga Bagou,

including engagements at (arand Coteau, Bagou Boubeau, Carrion (row and Puzzard's
Frairie‘ lﬂ these, and other engagements a]ong the rivers, the batter9 often dueled with
(nion gunboa’cs and transports. During the winter movements, the bat’cerg suffered much
from the poor qualitg of the roads and unfavorable weather conditions. At many Poin’cs the
batter9 was left behind until the weather let up and the land became more tolerable. ]n
December the brigade was ordered to set camp at Bagou De Glaize‘ Genera] Scurry

moved his men to the Norwood P]an’ca’cionj a mile north of the camp, and took Possession of
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some abandoned slave cabins. [Here, the brigadc established winter quarters. T}we cabins

Proviclecl accommodations far suPerior to what the men had been accustomed‘iw) CaPtain
E_clgar‘s Battery, along with a company from each regimeﬂt of the brigade, was sent to
Simmspor’c to guarc} the pontoon bridgc on the A’ccha)calaga Bagou. Bg late December, the
entire brigacle was moved to Simmsport, based on reports of Uﬂion movement‘M General
Scurry ordered the construction of fortifications a short distance from Simmsport at the
mouth of Yc“ow Bagou.@ﬁ) |n the first few months of 1864, the brigac}e was inundated with

rumors of Union movement toward the }Jagou. On Marc}w 7, Gcncra] Scurrg gave orders to
. . ; (%6)
prepare for an advancmg Unxon Force, led by General Nathamel F Banks“ao’ As the

G

federal troops arrived in Simmspor’c, the | hird Brigade Preparec} for action. However,
before an engagement was initiated, (General Walker ordered the brigadc to fall back and
rejoin the division at Marksville. The division, located three miles from [Tort De Kussg,
goug%t (nion advances and engagcc} in skirmishes all around the fort. f[owever, the fort was
overwhelmed bg (nion advances and surrendered 28

T}wc division moved to a camPsitc within the Fineg Woods. [rom t}'nercj a rigorous march was
initiated toward SErevePort up the A]exaﬂclra & Burr‘s Ferrg road. On March ZOth, heavy
Firing was heard about twelve miles from camp, at McNutt's Hl” Reports were received that
the Second | ouisiana Cava]rg was bcing Pus%ed from their Position bg (nion forces. The
weather had turned to Pouring rain and sleet makiﬂg movements extreme]y cha”enging. The
next clay, CaPtain E_clgar was ordered to lead his battery in support of Co]onel Vincent, the
cava]rg commander. | he bat’cerg was P]aced in a "strong Position near James' store, where it
commanded the va“cg of the Rapic}es.“@—g> At this location, the bat’cerg spent the entire dag
engaging the oPPosing union forces. Orclers were sent for the battery and the second
Louisiana Cavalrg to fall back. [However, the courier, Cap’cain Elgee, was caP’cuer bg
(nion soldiers, and the orders were never delivered. Captain Eégar, Fig}w’cing (nion
aggression and Punishing weather, had several men from his batter9 flee. That night, umorw
forces, led bg (General Mower, loc}gcd a surprisc attack. T he (nion soldiers were led bg
deserters to the rear of the bat’cerg on a hidden road (Sec Figure ). The surPrise resulted
in the caPture of CaPtain E_clgar’s guns and most of his meﬂ‘@ The few men of the battery
who managed to escape capture were Placed in various Positions throug%out the brigade.@—’>

The soldiers of E_clgar‘s Battery were transPortecl to New Or]eaﬂs where most of the men
were imPrisoned. In June of 1864, (nion Major Gcnera] I RS. Canbg and Comccc}erate
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General I Kirbg Smith began negotiations on the cxc%ange of Prisoners captured in
Louisiana. 59 July, a comPromise had been reached and an exchange was ordered.@ At
Red River Landing, on \)ulg 22, 1864, all the Personne] of E_clgar’s Battery who were

G5)

imprisoned at New Or]eans were exchangcc}. Fo”owing the exchangcj Captain E_c}gar
began the reformation of the battery. Max19 members who escaPed caPture had clisbanded,
or deserted their posts within the brigacle. CaPtain E_clgar struggled to maintain the battery
and conciliate his men. The\lj continued to serve in various caPacities in the Red River area as
an unattached unit. ln Sep’cember of i 864, the bat’cerg was P]aced under the command of the
Eighth Mounted Arti”ery Batta]ion‘ The batter9 moved to Natchitoches where winter
quarters were established. Earlg in 1865, the ba’ctcrg began a move back within the T exas
borders. As reports of (Confederate units surrenc}ering in the east increased, the battcrg
quickly dissolved. At the surrender in Galveston on June 2, 1865, the battery was included

in the list of (onfederate troops surrendered, t%ough ’c}wcg had long since disbandcc}.@

With an unclerstandiﬂg of the mi]itary career of this unit, questions arise concerning the
nature of the common soldier. Wl‘na’c role did the socia], and Po]itical Promci]cs of these men
P189 in their exPerieﬂces’? Aﬂcl, how does this unit's pattern compare with others? A look into
these factors may Provide an indication of the imPortaﬂce of the soldier's backgrouncl and

exPcricnces with relation to unit cohesiveness.

In a mi]itarg setting, dedication to a command and mission is intrinsica“g related to the
soliclarity of a unit. There?ore, in units with close social relations and simi]arities, a bond is
created. lﬂ times of war, units must comPe] their members to exhibit dedication to collective
goals that t}weg would not norma“g pursue. T o reach this united nature, units must encourage
an environment in which the collective end is synonymous with the individual end. |n some units
soliclarity is present at the outset but becomes weakened as individual desires intenshcy. This
can be seenin the earlg formation of Edgar‘s Ba’ctcrg.

As Captain Edgar formed his independcnt company late in 1860, the members}'nip was
gcncra”g a closelg linkedj homogcncous group. Jn respect to their county of origin, the
origiﬂal unit shared comP]ete unhcormitg‘ Twent9~m'ﬂe men were recruited }39 CaPtain E_clgar
Prior to state service, all residents of San Antonio. | he unit met and drilled in San Antonio
under the power of its own dedication to the captain and the company. This commonali’cg and
dedication continued into mid-186 i, with the unit's first eightyﬂcive men c]aiming their

residence in Bexar County.@ﬁ) CaPtain E_clgar himself lived in San Antonio and had P]acecl
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his residence there since 1848. San Antonio had become the largcs’c town in | exas,
Fo”owing raPicl growth in the 1850‘5.w ]n this urban setting, the caPtaiﬂ had become a
resPectecl member of the local societ9 and had held several Positions of Public ogice.m His
Prominent Posi’cion in the local community undoubtccﬂg Plagec} a role in the carlg unity and
dedication of the company. ln the ear|9 months of the unit's existence, a”egiance of purpose
must have been Present‘ This is demonstrated }39 the emergence of desertions and

misconduct within the unit at times of adjustment

As the unit Preparec} to be called into state service in Februarg of 1861, definite
manifestations of c}isunit\lj were emerging. No reports of desertion or misconduct occurred
Prior to February. However, within the month Fo”owing acceptance into state service, the unit
exPcricncec} a flood of desertion and misconduct. Eight men were rePor’ced to have deserted;
ten men were disc}wargcd for "unsoldierlike conduct”; and one sergeant refused to transfer to
state service‘@ This was a 30 percent reduction in the size of the unit within a one-month
Period‘ This abandonment of the unit suggests that the soliclarit9 exPerienced had been
largelg based on acceptance of the group mission. ] he carlg mission of the unit had been
based Principa”y on Pricle and Protection of the local community, not the whole state. With
the modification of the unit's collective mission came disunity. Furthermore, this pattern
repcatec} itself within the unit as the men Preparec} for (onfederate dutg. Fo“owing the call
to Comceclerate service, a grouncl swell of dissonance was present within the unit. Recorcls

show twelve desertions within two weeks of the 20th of APril, decreasing the unit size }39 an
(#9)

additional eigh’cccn percent. /\gain, the wi”ingness to protect the Comcedcracg was not as

strong as the desire to preserve the state and the local communitg.

As the unit Preparec} for its first movement into northeastern | ouisiana, the number of men
had been reduced to almost ictg percent of the origina] company strengtH However, the unit
remained a homogcncous group, in rcgarc} to community origin. The necessity of securing
additional enlistees sparked a recruiting camPaign led }33 Cap’cain Edgar. As the unit
marched throughout the state, recruits were taken in at various camps a]ong the way. CaPtain
Edgar‘s statewide recruiting camPaign grea’c]g altered the composition of the unit. T:hct3~one
men enlisted between March of 1861 and April of 1862. The county origins of these men
rePresent the route that the unit followed through the state. The enlistment Pattem starts in
Bexar County and works its way to the northeastern Portion of the state. The ]argest

Por’cion of these men, 38 Percentj were from Galveston count}j. Fourtecn Pcrccn’c of the men
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were not even residents of Tcxas; ’chey were from Arkansas. On]y 24 Percent of the new
(59)

enlistees were from the unit's home of Bexar County. This system of recruitment, no
cloubt, had tremendous imPact on the so]iclarity of the unit. lﬂ its first yearas a Comceclerate
unit, the imPortancc of community origin had been greatlg reduced. As the company became
iﬂcreasiﬂg|9 heterogeneous with respect to county origin, the social soliclarit9 of the unit was
decreased. This pattern of recruitment continued throughout the historg of the unit. The
as’counding c}iversity regarc}ing origin can be secen }33 looking at the rCSiéCﬂC\lj of the entire

unit. |n all, thir’cyﬂcour T exas counties and five states were represcntcé }33 members of this

unit (56@ Figure Z)ﬂ

Residence of unit members

Countg/r_:_nro“ccs

Anc}erson 47 %

Austin 2.36%
Bexar 41.2%
Brazoria .94%

(Caldwell 47%
Calhoun 2.84%
(Cameron 47%
Cherokee | .94%
Dallas 94%
I annin 47%

Galveston 11.84%
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(Grayson 47%
Guadalupc 94%
[Harris 47%
[Houston 331%
| avaca 47%
| imestone | 47%
Mecl ennan | 47%
Marion 47%
Mason 47%
Matagorda | 47%
Navarro 47%
Orange 1.89%
Polk 47%
Presidio 94%
Red River | 47%
Rusk 1.42%
Smith 47%
Starr 47%
Titus 2.36%
Victoria 331%
Washington | 1.89%

\Nlnar’con

47%




Williamson | 47%

Statcs
Arkansas 104%5%
Georgia 47%

| ouisiana 2.36%
T ennessee 47 %

Data is based on research collected from the Manuscript Returns of the E_igth Census of
the (]9, 1860, Schedule 1; Texas Counties | ax rolls, 1860, Compi]cd Service
Recorcls.

Figure 2

The level of c}ivcrsi’c\tj u]timate]g reached within the unit is demonstrated bg the members'
ages, P]aces of birth and occuPatiOﬂs. The men shared no overwhe]ming commonalit9 in
background. Mcmbers were from various Parts of the country and the wor]c}, with no one

region %olding a majoritg. The highest percentage of men were born in the lower South, with

(52)

the next highest percentage being those of Foreign birth. A ]arge number of the men were
Jrish and (German. T}wcse vast cultural differences were made obvious in the batterg's camp
when various c]iques were created based on ethnic origin. (German and lrish communities
arose within the camp. This difference in backgrouncl contributed great|9 to the breakdown

of communit9 within the unitﬂ The ages of the men were also very incongruous to one
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another. | he ages at enlistment ranged from seventeen to 1Ci1ct3~t}1rcc. T}woug% a slig%t
majoritg of the men were in their twenties, the ages were spreacl throughout the age groups.
The average age of unit members was twent9~eight. This was about five years older than
other Comccdera’cc units from 7—e><as.(5i T}we unit also dlsplagcd its c}ivcrsfcg in its members’
Previous occuPations. The men of E_clgar‘s batter9 came from various occuPationa]
backgrouncls, from Phgsicians to farm laborers. The two occuPations with the highest

percentages of men from the unit were farmer and unskilled worker. Thir’c3~t}1rec percent of

the men were in a farm-related job, while 23 percent were unskilled wori«trs.<55> The
combination of the very different backgrouncls intensified the the lack of cohesion within the
ba’ctcrg. T his divisive character of the unit contributed to the decreased vision of the unit as
one. And, as the unit members bcgan to separate themselves from each other, inc}ivic}ualitg

was emPhasized and group soliclarity was sacrificed.

Declication can also be revealed by examining the various patterns and processes of a unit's
reenlistment. ]t is Possib]e that no other data reveal as much about unit soliclarity as a
person's wi”ingncss to remain with a unit. | he diversitg and lack of cohesiveness of the [Tirst
T exas Fie]cl Battery are confirmed }39 the difficulties encountered with reenlistment in the
Spriﬂg of 1862. Man9 of the origiﬂal unit members were twelve-month volunteers whose
terms of service exPired in APril of 1862. Early in the year, Cap’cain E_c}gar began to
encourage these men to extend their service with the unit for the remainder of the war. This
request was not fulfilled. There were OVCF]Cthy men with enlistments that were about to exPire
(about half the company s’creng’ch). Cap’cain E_c}gar informed the men of the Provisions of the
18671 f:ur/ou(g/) ana’BountﬂActt}wat insured them a boun’cg of 1Ci1ct3 dollars and a Furloug}w of
sixty clays for their reenlistment. Regrehcuny, he also informed them that the bounties and
?ur]oug%s would not be issued at the time of reenlistment. T he men respondeé bg relcusing to
reen]ist; on]g twelve of the men reenlisted }33 Marc% 17,1862. Cap’cain Edgar lacked faith in
his comPang’s devotion and requested a leave of absence to return to San Antonio to
replacc the men 28 T he unit was then ordered to reorganize under Waul's T exas Legion in
earlg APri]. (nder the new command, ?ur]oug%s and bounties were made available to the men.
Many of the men were enticed by these incentives and reenlisted. However, of the 54 men
with one year enlistments, only Fi]ct\lft}wree percent extended their service. | he unwi”ingness
of the men to Placc the group's needs above individual needs rePresen’ced a wcakcning of
social soliclarity within the unit. Magnhcying this Poiﬂt, the refusal to reenlist even with

incentives demonstrated the caPricious loya]tg of many of the unit members.
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For a unit to be successFull men must be recruited and soldiers must be created. |n the

clevelopment of a unit, various mechanisms are put in Place to Procluce unhcormitg and

cohesion. Contro]s such as collective rewards and Punishments, structured ranking systems,

and uni]cormi’cg of Personal exPcriencc all work to integrate a unit. [However, in units with a

reduced sense of solidarity, these measures often meet with resistance and cha”eﬂge. Also,

as units continued in the war C]C]Cort, most soldiers suffered clePrivations of nutrition, clothiﬂg,
24

s]eep and medical care2Z T he defiant nature of some men and the rig%teous rebellion of

others may cxp]ain many of the Prob]ems with comcormitg within Civil War units.

There are several ways to juc}gc the level of c}isciplinc within a unit. | he ?requcncg of
dishonorable clischarges, court-martials and men P]aced in camp comcinement, are all very
revealing indicators. Research on Edgar‘s Bat’cerg offers an illustration of an outfit P]agued
with discip]ine Prob]ems that con’cinua“g undermined the aut}worit}j and community of the unit.
The occurrence of dishonorable clischarges has been brieﬂy covered earlier in this paper,
but not in context of clisciP]ine and unit solidaritg‘ ]t is understandable that when common
regulations of a group are broken, it reflects the mcmbcrship‘s respect for the collective goa]s
of the group. E_ar]y in the unit's historg, misconduct became an imPortaﬂt issue as the unit
moved into state and then, ]ater, Comceclerate service. The majorit9 of these cases can be
dismissed as members who did not share the same desires and ambitions as the group. More

often than not, ear|9 Texas recruits saw the war as a sort of holidag excursion. Max19 young
(8

men aﬂticiPatecl a short Fight and a sPeedy return home. As the rea]it9 of military service

faced these men, misconduct was often the result. T he environment of Captain E_c}gar‘s
camps often demonstrated the lack of c}isciplinc bg his men. Agoung (German man witnessed
the battery‘s Ga]veston camp in1861. The young man told of what he saw at the camp.

...i‘/76 c/ay 5efore two men /Saa/strun‘g up anot/mr[,?y i‘/76
hand and had let him Just /llang there that way for three
/70ur5, and another one was hitched in stoc,és, and lots

more, from which we could see that the PCO/D/C were not

(59)

treated like civilians...
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[owever, as most units spent time in service ’cogct%crl discip]ine Problcms usua“g c}iminished,
i not clisaPPearecl altogether.@ E_clgar‘s Batter9 does not fit this model. Discipliﬂe
remained a Primary concern for the unit throughout the war. Misconcluct and camp
confinements remained Fair]g constant during the unit's service. | he unit P]aced twenty-two
men in confinement for misconduct from 1841 to 1865. ]n cach of these four years, a similar
number of men were Punishecl in this manner &L T he reasons for the confinements range from
“imProPcr language with an officer” to “Prejudice of gooc} order and mi]itarg c}isciplinc“@

The consump’cion of alcohol had a direct imPact on the occurrence of misconduct within the
(63)

unit. One such case is documented in the court records of the court-martial of James
Drumm, a Privatc in the ba’ctcrg. |n this case F’riva’ce Drumm was accused of the two offenses
ot "cursing an otticer” an reatening an o icerp 3sica Y. pparently, the o icer was on
fo fficer” and "threat ff h flgy.» tly, the off
cluty transPortiﬂg Prisoners to the nearby camp. Witnesses rePortecl that the ogicer, the
guards on du’cg and the accused were all "under the influence of liquor at the time.” | he court
found it hard to find truth in any of the witnesses and sp]it their decision. | he Privatc was
found guilty of "threateﬂiﬂg words,* but innocent of "threateﬂiﬂg actions.” The sentence the

Private was given called for a Public rePrimancl by CaPtain E_clgar and a short

(64)

confinement. However, not all of the confinements within the unit were the result of
genera] court-martials. Some aPParent]y were ordered }39 officers without any due process.
Within the unit, the Prob]em was Per\/asive‘ Ogicers were Punishecl almost as Frequentlg as

enlisted men. T}wcre are even rePor’cs of a two month arrest of Captain E_c}gar for unknown

(7
(é5)

charges. This continual conflict between comcormit9 and malcontent threatened the

already weak unit solidarity.

T he more serious offenses usual|9 resulted not on|9 in confinement in the “guard house”, (66)
but also an appearance before a gcncra] court-martial. | he courts usua“g consisted of five
to thirteen officers, usua”g %olding rank above the person on trial. Gcnerals in the field had

the authority to aPPoiﬂt courts as theg deemed necessary. The courts helcljuriscliction over
7

all persons and offenses subjcct to mi]itarg law. Edgar‘s men expcrienced a hig}n rate of
court-martials. Jn three years, the battcrg had eig}'nt men stand before a gcncra] court-martial.
One of the more serious cases involved Frivate Wi”iam Johnson, who was accused of "theft
omcgovemment arms.” After brief testimony was given, Johnson was quicklg found guil’cg on all
counts. | he witness "saw the accused se”ing Pisto]s“ that resembled the "new colt patent

army size to a citizen of Ga]veston Countg" n October and November of 1861. Johnson

was sentenced to reimburse the Army $225 for the cost of the Pistols. He was also ordered
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to be P]accd in confinement and "to hard labor with a ball and chain during the term of his

enlistment.” The court also stiPulatecl that upon clischarge of service, \)o}‘mson would receive

)
(é8)

a dishonorable clischarge. The sentences and Punishments of the court-martial differed
greatlg from case to case. |t was often left to the discretion of the company captain to
enforce minor sentences. The number of court martials within E_clgar’s Battery did taper off

as the war continued. A]Cter Januar9 of 1867, on|9 one court-martial was held for a member
(69)

of the unit. [However, the impact of court-martials were evident t%roug}wout the batterg‘s

service, with several Prisoncrs and Penal’cies lingcring until the battcrg disbanded.

During the Civi] War, many Comcedcrate units successFu“g fused the imPor’cance of local
communit9 with mi]itar9 so]iclaritg‘ lﬂ units where strong social relations existed, desertion was
limited. T his was due to the enormous social barriers Placed in the way of individuals }33 their
shared community. Edgar‘s Battcrg did not originate from a distinct local community. T hus,
the men of the unit were moclerate]y free from aPPrehension of community reaction to their
desertion. The diversit9 of the unit ensured almost comP]ete anonymity to deserters.
Another factor that allowed many deserters to escape the stigma of desertion was their
residence in a ]arge citg‘ ]n E_clgar’s Batterg, ictg percent of all deserters had enlisted in
Bexar Countg‘@ Liviﬂg ina county with a Population of around i 5,000 PeoP]e, a person
often lived in obscurit\lj.m This allowed a person to sometimes return home without being

castas a cleserter‘

The effects of reduced unit so]iclarit9 can also be illustrated by looking at the county of
enlistment for deserters. ]n units with strong so]iclaritg, deserters were often recruits who had
limited social ties to the unit's home county. T hese men often felt dejcctcd and excluded from
the unit, lacking a local bond. Jn Edgar‘s Battcrg, the absence of any local influence is
illustrated }39 investigating where deserters enlisted. As stated be?ore, ictg percent of all
deserters from the batterg were residents of Pexar Countg.@ Thisis imPor’can’c because, in
most cohesive units where localism Plagec} a ro]e, enlistees from the unit's home deserted
]ess‘@ OF the Fort3~si>< deserters from E_clgar’s Batterg, on]y eleven were found in the 1860
federal Ccensus, and on]g seven were found in both the federal census and the county tax rolls.
T his data suggests that the men were unstable, even Prior to mi]itarg service. And, also
suggests that these men lacked ties to a communit9 which may have influenced their

individualistic nature in the military setting
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n summary, the [First | exas [ield Battcrg of Ligl‘nt Ar’ci”crg achieved a fair amount of
success militarilg‘ However, the unit was continua”g P]agued with internal Problems based on
its vast differences. The results of this great diversity are demonstrated by continual
Problcms with a lack of dedication and c}isciplinc within the unit. T he lack of unit so]idaritg is
further demonstrated by the wi”iﬂgness of many members to abandon the unit }39 desertion. ls
cliversit9 linked with clisunity? ]n the case of E_clgar’s Battery, the group was more that a
Rebel unit. Thcg were a group of rebels. T}wcg cherished individua]i’c\g and resisted solidaritg
within the unit. T he data collected in this research suggests that the c}ivcrsi’c\tj within this unit

was clirect19 related to an environment of disunitg‘

oD. Mic}wacl Cobbj Jr., A“ Rig}w’cs Reservcd, 1999.

Retum to Texas Comceclerate Kegimen’cs
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