DANIEL GILLEL AND
(1795-187%)

Danie] Gi”e]anc}, early T exas sc’ctlcrl son of Wi“iam and Nancg Uo}mson) Gi”e]anc},
was born in \/irgiﬂia on \)une 9,1795. [is father died in 1800, and in SCPtember
1802 Nancg Giilleland married T homas Williams. T he Fami]y then moved to
Arkansas Territorg. By 1817 the\lj had settled on Williams Creek, a tribu’carg of the
Red River. During this time Danie], his brother James Gi”elaﬂcl, and brother-in-law
Kobert H Kuykcnda“l Sr., became lndian traders and buffalo hunters.

On Fcbruary 3 1819, Gi“cland married Freci”a Boatwright in Olc} Mi”er Countg,
Arkansas Tcrri’corg, Probablg at Joncsboro. The coup]c and their infant daughter,
along with Freci”a‘s parents, Am9 and Thomas Boatwright, their chilclren, and Sarah
Gi”e]and Kuykenda” and her husbanc}, Kobertl dcpar’ced for Texas on October 18,
1821, and formed the vanguarc} of what came to be known as the O]c} Threc
Hundred. The Gi”e]ancLBoatwrigthugkencla” party, accomPaniecl }39 other
Fami]ies, followed the O]cl San Antonio Road and arrived at the Brazos Riverjust
south of the site of the future Was%ington in late December 1821. (illeland,
accomPam’ecl }39 Robert and Joseph Kuykenda”, first headed downriver, and then

followed the La Bahx’a Roacl to the Place where it crossed the Coloraclo Kiver‘ They
Pi’cc%eé camp near the site of Presenbc}a\tj (olumbus on Christmas Dayl i821.

Afterward, the Gilleland Fami]y settled for a time on the (Colorado River and claimed
land there Forlcarming and raising cattle. ln the first election in Austin's co]ong, held in
November 1822, Daniel Gi”e]and was one of a handful of settlers to cast a vote. He
and his wife and daugl‘ntcr are listed on the census of those living in (Colorado
Municipality taken in March 182%, and he was one of fourteen men who elected
James Cummins the first alcalde of the District of Co]oraclo in August of that same

9car.

In 1824 Gilleland, then twenty-nine years old, received a grant of one labor of land
from the Mexican government under the Provisions of Austin's contract to settle
T exas. This grant was located on the Brazos River in what is now Austin County.
Thc Gi“clands, Boatwrightsj and other members of their extended Fami]y traveled
back to Arkansas after 1825 in an effort to reclaim land that had been taken from



them }33 the federal government under the terms of a treaty with the (Choctaw Nation
in 1825. They returned to | exas in \)ulg 1830, aﬂcl, }39 a grant dated on APri] i,
1831, Gi”e]and received title to a league of land on the west side of the Coloraclo

River some six miles west of (Columbus in Austin's second colong.

Jn the earlg 18%0s Gi“cland and his growing Fami]g moved Frequcn’c]g and lived in
various parts of Austin's colonies. The\lj were residing at Moore's [Tort at | a
Grange Gater in Fayette County) in 1831, when their sixth child was born. The
gollowing year found them living in what is now Wharton Countg near Sarah
Kugkcnda“l who had been reccn’c]g widowed. |n 18%% Gi“cland was confronted bg a
band of hostile Karankawas, who demanded that he give them a Portion of his corn
crop. [Je stood his groundl Forcing the Karankawas to abandon their attempts to
coerce him and retreat to their camp nearbg. [He enlisted the aid of his closest
ﬂeighbors, tracked the lﬂcliaﬂs clown, and after a brief skirmish left several of them
dead or wounded.

59 the late 18%0s he and his Family had settled in Washiﬂgton County, where they
remained for most of the decade of the chublic of T exas. During this Perioé
Gi”e]and eﬂjoyecl a Period of relative Prosperity, cluring which he farmed and raised
cattle marked with the registerecl DG brand. The 1840 census indicated that he
owned six horses, 150 ca’ctlcj 600 acres, and several slaves. As a surveyor he cleared
titles and surveyecl tracts in return for a Portion of the land. One contract dated
18%8 called for him to receive 1,000 acres out of a ]eague to be surveged in Madison
Coun’cg. |n 18%7 Robert Alexander, a newlg arrived Methodist missionary to T exas,
held a camp meeting on Caneg Creek. A list of subscribers, inc]uding Gilleland,
P]edgecl to support the first missionary societ9 for the Methodist E_Piscopal Church
in | exas. |n Februarg 18%8 Martin Ruter, suPcrin’cendcn’c of T exas missions,
Preac}weé his first sermon in Fagettc Countg at the house of Danie] Gi“cland, who
then lived at Moore's Fort, | a Grange‘ Gi”e]aﬂcl and R.W. ChaPPe” were Founcling
trustees of the (Cedar (Creek Methodist E_Piscopal (hurch and Camp (Grounds,
formed in Washington Countg in184%.

A}C’cer spending the earlg 1840s in [arrison and Montgomerg counties, the Gi”cland
Fami]y settled Permanentlg in Milam Count9 in 1847. There, on a homestead on the
San Gabriel Kiver, Gi”e]and spent the remaining tweﬂt9~1cive years of his life growing



cotton and other crops and ’caking an active role in the San (Gabriel community and
the Methodist Church‘ [e and Freci”a had thirteen chilclren, ten of whom survived to

adulthood. Be?ore the end of the Civi] War, six Gi”elaﬂcl sons served | exas in the
(Confederate Armg; one died in battle under |. . Sibleg on his western campaign
and another died a Prisoner of war in a New Orleans hospital. A]Cter the war
Gi”e]and signed the list of registerecl voters in Milam Countg, stating that he had
lived in T exas for 1Cor’c9~1cive years.

Daniel Gilleland died at his home on the San (Gabriel River on Januarg 12,1873,
and was buried in the Familg gravegarc} there. Freci“a Gi”e]and died there less than
four months later and was laid beside her husband. The Gi”e]and Family cemetery was
discovered in 1986. |t was Partia”g restored in 1987 and was rededicated in October
of that year. On October 29,1988, a | exas historical marker was dedicated near
the cemetery in Milam Countg‘
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