HUNTERS WESTERN ARIZONA CAMFAIGN

Genera! r“lenrg r“lopkins Sibleg in a sober moment recognfzed the imPortance of T ucson and Western
Avrizona to the ConFec{eracy. T hus he wrote on January 27, 1862 a letter to the Ac{J’utant General of the
Confederate Armg, General Samuel CooPer that he was ordering one company of Col Baglor‘s command to
take Post at Tucsor\.

On Februarg 10, 1862, the Fo”owing order was issued bg | jeut. Col (and Governor of the Confederate
Arizona Territorg) John Robert Baglor:

f”]eac!ciuarters, Mesilla
Fcbruarg 10,1862

Captain Sherod Hunter

SIR You will, without c{elag move your company to T ucson and select some Point in the vacinity of that Placc
for a camp until further orders. You will also escort Col. Jas Kiley to the Mexican border, or to some Point

where he can get an escort from the Mcxican authorities. Tl‘wc detachment of Capt. He|ms company will return

with Col Riley.

Respect)cuug,
Jol‘m K. Baglor
Col. Cmdg,

A seParate document to f—iuntcr gave sPeciFic orders for his oPerations. These were:

. Maintain law and order among the citizens and soldiers.
(Cultivate amicable relations with the citizens of the Mexican state of Sonora.

Make a treaty with the chiefs of the Pima and Fapago |ndians to secure their aid against the APac}ﬁcs

o

OPC” communications with (Confederate sngathizers in California and secure recruits for the
Con{:cclcrate armies from that source.

5. Scout toward [Tort Yuma and report the activities of (Union forces stationed there.

Renamecl the Arizona Kangers, after Bay!or‘s favorite unit, the Texas Rangers, Hunter and aPProximately
100 men saddled up and began the triP from Mesi”a to Tucson in 5torm3 weather througlﬁout tlﬁejoumeg‘
During the triP, Put. Benj’amin Mags succumbed to Pleurisg at San Simon while enroute.

Thc battered and ragged company of Confcdcrate Arizona Rangcrs rode into Tucson and raised the
ConFederate )qag on Marclﬁ i, 1862. Tl’rere tl’wcg found Tucson under siege !33 the APaCl’ICS who were under
the imPression that theg had driven out the bluecoats, rather than it }Deing the result of the Civil War.

r—iuntcr, in his rcPort of April 5,1862, described in glowing terms the reaction of Tucson’s Pcoplc to the arrival
of the Confederate troops saying “M3 timelg arrival with my command was hailed 53 the majoritg, may | say the



entire Popu!ation of the town of T ucson®. T he majoritg of the anglo PoPulation of Tucson was for the
Comcederacg and the local militia had carried the (onfederate Hag into battle against the Apaclﬁes even

before Hunter's arrival. T here had even been secession conventions in | ucson in March and August of 1861.

Sl’xortlg after his arrival, [ Junter called in all (nion men and gave them the option of cither signing the )Co”owing

oath or Ieaving T ucson:

" do so|emn13 sware or affirm that | will be a true and logal citizen of the government of the Confederate States
of America. And that | will bear true a”egiance to the same. | hat | will as a faithful and goocl citizen observe
and obeg all laws of said government. That | will at all times whenever required bg the proper authority take up
arms in defense of the rights and liberties of said government, and that | herebg renounce a”egiance to all and

every ot)‘wergovcrnmcnt but that of the Con{:cclcratc Statcs of Amcricaj s0 help me God“‘

T hose re)cusing to sign were given one hour to evacuate and [Hunter confiscated their property to Providc for
the needs of his men. Ur\ion - owned mines were also confiscated bg Hunter, but none of them were put into

operation for the Comccderacg

Col. James Ri163 and his escort had accomPaniec{ [Hunter's command to | ucson. Rileg Par‘ticipatec{ in the Hag
raising and gave a rousing sPeccl'x to all assembled. On March 2, he dcpar‘tcd on a diplomatic mission to the
Govcmor of the Mcxican Statc of Scnora with an escort of 20 men.

[Hunter was able to gain 8 recruits from the T ucson residents to Partia”y rcPIace the loss of the men to the

escort.

On March 3, Hunter set out with 20-30 men (the rest of his men had been sent out in detachments against the
Apaches> for the vi”ages of the Fima |ndians located on the (Gila River (near present clag (asa (Grande) for
the )Co”owing reasons; | irst to enlist Pima aid in Fighting their enemy- the Apache, Scconc{ to investigate rumors
of an imminent invasion of Arizona }33 a (Union army from California, and thirc”y to clelag the progress of any

invasion, if it was true.

uPon arriving, [Hunter secured a mutual defense treaty against the Apaches with Antonio Azul, Chief of the
Pimas and discovered the truth of the rumors about the formation of a (Union army in (California and its
intention to invade Arizona. | he (California Column, a 1500 man brigacle under the command of (Colonel
Jamcs rﬂcnr\lj (Carleton, was indeed Prcparing to invade Arizona. |n Preparation, a (Jnion agent Ammi M.
White who owned a grist mill located at the vi”agcs had stockpi]ed 1500 sacks of wheat for the column. White
was arrested ancl, his property (especfa”g the wheat) confiscated. With no transportation, Hunter distributed
the wheat to the Pimas, who subsequentlg again sold it to the ( Jnion.

This was an inconvenience to the (alifornia Column who was dcpcnding on the wheat bcing at the Pima
vi”ages and de[ayecl their advance !33 more than 2 weeks because the umon leaders could not arrange for the
supplics needed bg theirmen. ] he Fimas refused (Union currency and would trade their wheat onlg for manta, a
type of broadcloth, which the (nion forces did not have. (nion Captain William Ca”ow33 wrote the )Co”owing



to his suPeriors "Senc] us manta or we will starve. \We have on|3 one c]ags rations at Present.” Jt took 2 weeks to
procure sufficient suPPhes of manta in order to Purchase enough wheat to SUPPIH the (Jnion troops. Jn the
interim, the troops lived on their scanty suPPIies and the generosity of the Fimas‘

[Hunter later wrote of a further incident "\While c{elaging at the Fima vi”ages, awaiting the arrival of a train of 50
wagons which was rePortcd to be en route for this Place for said wheat (which report, howcver, turned out to be
untrue) my Picl(ets discovered the aPProach of a detachment of cava|r3, and which detachment, | am happg to
say, we succeeded in caPturing without Ffrfng agun. T he detachment consisted of Captain William Mc(Cleave
and nine men of the [First (alifornia Cavalry.” Mc(leave and his men along with Ammi White were soon on
their way, underguard, to | ucson.

McCleave's capture did not end Hunter's activities at the Pima vi”ages. While there, he learned that the (nion
forces were storing }'189 at all of the former Buttcrﬁclcl Ovcr]and Stagccoaclﬂ Stations between the vi”agcs
and Fort Yuma. [Funter sent out detachments to burn the hay, which theg succeeded in c{oing at six of the
stations. Tl‘ncsc Probcs marked the westernmost Pcnctration of the Congederatc Armg durir\g the war and
would Precipitatc the furthest west skirmish at Stanwix Station.

On March 30, 1862, Confederates under the command of | ieutenant John W. Swi”ing were torcl’ling hag
stored at Stanwix Station located on the (Gila River, about 80 miles east of [Fort Yuma. While engaged, they
encountered the vanguarcl of a 272 man force sent from ]:ort Yuma to the rescue of CaPtain McCleave. The
Union force was commanded by Captain William Calloway. The Confederates fired at the approaching
Yankees, wounding one in the shoulder, then fled Pursuecl }33 a detachment of (Jnion horsemen. Theg eluded
capture and brought word to Huntcr in Tucson‘

Captain Hunter, upon Icarning of the (Union force clisPosec{ of his Prisoncr5~ Paroling McCleave's nine men
escort and scnding McClcave and miller White under guarcl to Mesilla. e further stationed a Pickct
detachment of nine men under the command of Sergeant }ﬂarrg f—iolmes on the Fort Yuma~ Tucson road at a

P]ace with a sweepir\g view of the country called Ficaclﬁo Fass.

The (Union force encountered at Stanwix Station soon moved on to the Fima vi”agcs, thus setting the stage
for the westernmost battle of the War Bctwecn the States, the Battle of Ficacho Fass. Realizing that the
Pickcts would warn the Comceclcrate commander of his aPProac}'x, Ca”oway was determined to caPturc them
before thcg could issue any warning,. Ca”owag divided his force, detaching two squacls under the commands of
Lieutenants Balc{win and Barrett to circle around the E_astem and Westem faces of Ficac!’;o Fea‘( thus
entering the pass from the South and cutting off any retreating (Confederate Pickets while he lead the main
force direct|3 down the T ucson road. On April 15,1862, brash | ieutenant James Parrett with 12 men arrived
earlg, clisobeyecl orders and attacked the ConFederatc camPsite caPturing Sgt Ho!mes and two others.
Alerted }33 the gunFirc, the other Confederates gathcred in a defensive Position ina ncarbg thicket. Parrett
ordered his men to mount and flush them out. Tl’]is stratcgg Proving unsuccessFul, Barrett ordered his men to
dismount and advance on foot. [For 90 minutes, the two sides Fought dcsperatelg. When the shooting ended, »
cherals inclucling Barrett lag dead and 3 others were wounded. Tl’xc Con{zeclerates escaped to warn Hunter.



The Urxion dead were buried where thcy fell on the battlefield. n 1892, the army removed the remains of the
two enlisted men to the National Cemetery at the Presidio, in San [Francisco, (alifornia. Parrett's remains
were undiscovered until 1928, when Soutlﬂem Fachcic Railroac] workers found them only 3ards away from the
railroad embankment they were constructing. A monument to the Urxion dead was erected on Barrett‘s grave,

but later was removed to Ficacho Feak State Fark. Barrctt lies where he fellin 1862.

The (Jnion report of April 18. 1862, bg CaPtain Ca”owag states that in addition to the three caPture&

Comcederates, three others were wounded. r“lunter‘s rePor’c does not indicate that there were any wounded.

Captain Ca”owag, upon learning of the results of the Pattle of Ficacho [ass, tl’lought he faced an enemy
force of 200- 230 men. (alifornia newspapers estimated that the (Confederate force in T ucson could muster
up to 1500 men. Ca”owag retreated through the Fima vi”ages to Stanwix Station where he awaited
reinforcements. | hese under | icutenant- (Colonel Joseph West soon arrived, advanced on the Fima vi”ages,
built an earthwork fortification named [Fort Barrcttj and settled down to gathcr supplics and prepare for the

{:fnal aclvancc on TUCSOI‘L

Captain [Hunter's reaction to the [icacho Pass Pattle was to send a detachment of 10 men under the
command of | ieutenant James H. T evis to search for the missing Pickcts‘ T evis arrived in time to see the
retreating Federal force which he accurate|3 estimated at 200 cavalrﬂ and five wagons. uPon receiving Tevis's
report, Hunter realized he would quick|9 need reinforcements if he was to hold Western Arizona. (Governor
Bay!or at Mesilla was aPPrisec{ of this fact but could do nothing as the Confederate Armg of New Mexico
had met defeat at Glorictta and was in full retreat back to Texas.

On May 5,1862, CaPtaiﬂ [Hunter's Arizona Rar\gcrs had the first of two engagements with the Apaches. A
{:oraging party, gatl’rcring cattle in the vicinity of Dragoon Springs ( near the current town of Dragoon) was
ambushed by a Iarge band of APache warriors led by (Cochise and [Francisco. [Four of [Hunter's men were killed
and the Apaches stole 25 horses and 30 mules in addition to the cattle. T he dead Confederates were buried
at the Putterfield Overland Stagccoach Station at Dragoon Springs where they remain to the present clay.

The Comceclerates would exact revenge when a force of 30 men under the command of First Lieutenant
Kobcr‘t L SWOPC was sent out to recover the cattle and mounts. SwoPe surPrisecl the Apaclﬂes, ki“ing 5 and

recovering the livestock without (Confederate loss.

On Ma\lj 14, Hunter was aPPriscd of the (onfederate reversals in New Mexico, and gave the order to
evacuate | ucson. | ieutenant | evis and a small detachment remained in | ucson with orders to watch for the

(Union forces and report their arrival to Captain [Hunter.

That same dag, West and four comPanies of Calhcornia inFantry and cavalr\lj left the Fima vi”agcs for T ucson.
|nstead of moving clirectlg, tlﬁcg moved first to occupy Fort Breckenric{ge Northeast of T ucson. T he fort had
lain abandoned since the clcpar‘ture of the US Arm}j in Mag, 1861 who burned it before Ieaving. West arrived



at the fort on Mag 18, raising the Stars and Stripes over its blackened ruins. ] he forts name was changed to
Fort Stanforc{ after Governor | eland Stamcorc[ of California. Former Vice- Fresident Brecl«inridgc’s name
was inaPProPriate after he went South.

West and his troops marched into | ucson on Ma3 20, 1862, the cavalrg with bugles soundfng and guic{ons
Huttering‘ The infantrg marched in with fifes and drums Piaging "Yankee Doodle”. Poth amused the remaining
citizenry. The last remaining (Confederates in the town- | icutenant | evis were almost capturec] when the
(Union forces entered the town bg a different route.

After repcatec[ skirmishes with the APaches, Captaiﬂ Hunter and Company A, Arizona Kangers, reached
Mesilla on Mag 27,1862 where it was soon combined with two other units for the defense of the Mesilla va”eg.
T hus ended Hunter's \Western Arizona CamPaign.

|n their new capacity, The Arizona Rangers became part of | ieutenant FPhilemon [Herbert’s battalion of
Avizona Cavalry. While most of the Confederate Army of New Mexico departed for San Antonio,
[Herbert’s battalion was among the units left behind under the command of Colonel William Steele, in a forlorn
attempt to hold the Mesilla \/a”eg and the | Faso region for the Con]cederacy.

A Primarg concern of Steele's command at this time was obtaining adcquatc suPPIics‘ Foraging Par‘tics were
sent out to requisition food, horses, mules and other suPPIies from the native Mexicans of the surrounding
region. [Hunter's Rangers were involved in these Foraging cxpc&itions and encountered resistance from armed

Partics of New Mexican gueri”as. Oﬂ July i,1862 [Hunter and his men had a sharp clash with the gueri”as near
Mesilla.

T!’;rcc dags |atcr, on Ju15 4, 1862, advance elements of the Ca|hcornia Co|umn reached the banks of the Rio
Girande River near [Tort Thom. V\/ithin three dags after that, Colonel Steele and his entire command
(fncluding [Hunter and the Arizona Rangers) were in retreat to San Antonio and sa{:ctg‘ The Arizona
Kangcrs were thus amongst the very last Con{:ccleratc units to withdraw from the Comceclcratc tcrritorg of
Avrizona, and with theirgoing, Comcccleratc Arizona ceased to exist.



