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During the first year of the Civi] War, while armies were being formed and while early
strategies tried and failed to briﬂg the rebellion to an ear]y end, the Comcecleracy‘s on|9
territory was born, lived, and died. Pattles were Foughtl careers were made and destroyec},
and many lives were lost, long before most of the major events of the war occurred. Robcr’c .
| ee and UIysses 5 (srant were still relative]y minor P]agers of the nation's greatest drama,
Antietam wasjust a creek, Gct’cysburg was still a quict co“egc town, and few in America had
ever heard of Appomattox Court [House when the territory in question went out of
existence. That territor9 was Comceclerate Arizona.

Wheﬂ one looks at a modern map of the umted States, he or she sees two states in the
Southwest between | exas and (California. New Mexico and Arizona are seen side by side,
New Mexico to the [” ast and Arizona to the West. ]n the middle of the nineteenth century,
both modern states Plus a small Portion of Nevacla made up the United States Territor9 of
New Mexico. T his vast region Plus (alifornia was, in the carly part of the century part of
northern Mexico until it was ceded to the Unitecl States in 1848 after the Mexican War‘
T he southern part of the region remained part of Mexico until Purchased by the (nited
States in 1854. | his southern area become known locaUH as Arizona, and its carly Anglo
settlers came ]arge]y from nearby Texas and other southern states. Located far from the
territorial caPito], Santa e, Arizonans felt isolated and had little in common with the

Hispanic Popula’cion along the northern stretches of the Kio (Grande and the white settlers



that had migratcd a]ong the Santa [Te T rail from Missouri and Points east and north.

APPCa]S to the national government to create a seParate southern territor9 were ignorecl.( i)

Wheﬂ sectional clisPutes back [” ast Fina”g cleve]oPecl into civil war, many Arizonans were
readg tojoin their southern brethren to create a new nation, cspcciallg when the (nited
States government revoked the mail contract of the Putterfield Stage | ine, further
isolating the region. ]n Mesi”a,just up the Rio (Grande from the T exas borcler, and in
T ucson, some 300 miles to the west, conventions were held in March, 1861, declaring the
secession of Arizona from New Mexico Tcrritorg and the (rion. A delcga’ce to the
Comceclerate Congress was chosen and the new]y created Stars and Bars replaced the
(nion Flag all over the region. A]t}wough the s’crugg]ing Comccderacg took a full year to get

around to o%’cia”g granting territorial status, Arizona was born, at least bg dcc]aration.(l)

Avrizona's secession did not go unnoticed by the new Comcecleracy and esPeciany by
ﬂeighboriﬂg T exas. Many southerners, iﬂclucling \)egerson Dauvis, had been long interested
in exPanding southern interests to the [acific. A (Confederate Arizona would connect
T exas and Ca]hcornia, and sufficient secessionist interest existed a]ong the West Coast to
encourage dreams of southern manifest clestiﬂy. A Comceclerate outlet at a Port like San
Diego would offset Union efforts to blockade the East and Gul}c coasts. A Comcedcrate
nation stretchiﬂg from the Atlaﬂtic to the Fachcic would great|9 enhance Possibi]ities of
Europeaﬂ recognition. Within the new]y gaiﬂecl western region were vast go]cl and silver
dcpositsj which would be diverted from the treasury of the (Union to that of the
Comcedcracg. Oncc consolida’ced, the greatlg cxpandcd nation could then look further
south and add Part or all of weai(lg held Mexican territory }39 Purchase or conquest. The
prospects of a great empire looked brig}w’c.(ﬁ)

While Arizonans made sPccc}wes and waved Flags, the (Jnion's mi]i’carg presence within the
territor9 began to shift. Many troops that had been stationed throughout New Mexico
Tcrritorg for Protec’cion against the APachcs were moved toward the Rio (Grande in
Prepara’cion for transfer to the [~ ast. ]n ac}dition, a number of officers were resigning their
commissions to "go South.” T hose troops remaining were concentrated in key locations by

clePartment commander Co]onel E_clwarcl R 5 Canby to prepare for the exPectecl



(Confederate invasion. | hese c}wangcs occurred during a gcncra] Apac%e uPrising. The
ever-observant natives believed the withdrawal of the soldiers meant that the APaches were
Fina”g winning their ]ongstaﬂcling war against the white intruders, and they now redoubled
their efforts to drive them away for good. Mang Arizonans who had remained logal to the
(nion now shifted a”egiances, Fincliﬂg themselves further isolated and betraged }39 the
government they had trusted("r)

Among the officers lcaving New Mexico Terri’corg to serve the Comcedcracg was Major
chrg . Siblcg. (/ln]ike other officers who P]armcc} to defend the new nation east of the
Mississippi, Sib]ey‘s cleParture was temporary. Dreamiﬂg of western emPire, Sib]ey
immec}iatelg traveled to Richmond to try to convince (Confederate leaders of the
oPPor’cunities that existed in the far West. [e believed tha’c, given the rapidlg weakening
strength of Uﬂion forces in New Mexico Territory and the Comcederate sgmpathy that
existed esPecia||9 in the southern area, a determined effort by a single brigade could seize the
whole regjon. T his would encourage secessionists in (alifornia who would flock to his aid in
conqueriﬂg the entire West. Comceclerate attention could then be turned to Mexico. e
found a ready audience in _Jefferson Davis, who commissioned Sibleg as a brigadiergeneral
and sent him to | exas to raise an army of conquest. Davis was on]g able to Provic}c Siblcg
with authorization and encouragement, because the ﬂeclgling Comceclerate government was

unable to Provicle financial backing, materia], ormen for the e#ort.(ﬁ)

While Siblcg traveled back to T exas to ga’cher men and munitions, another effort was
alreadg unc}erwag with Arizona in view. A battalion raised bg erstwhile |ndian agent and
adventurer John K. Baglor to confront exPected mi]itary resistance to | exas' secession in
Februarg was, when that threat failed to materialize, diverted to west | exas garrison éut\lj }33
dcpar’cmcn’c commander Ear] Van Dorn. Baglor‘s command left San Antonio in micLJunc
for i:ort Bliss, the abandoned westernmost outPost of Texas,just across the Rio Grande
from Mexico andjus’c south of the border from ncw]g Proclaimed Arizona Territorg. After

]eaving garrisons at abandoned Federa] forts along the way, Bag]or‘s battalion of 400,
clesignated the 2nd T exas Mounted thes, arrived at [T ort Bliss in ear]y Ju]y.(é)

Baylor quicug assessed the situation in nearby Arizona and determined that Federa”y~he|c{



Fort Fi”more, Fortg miles uPrivcrj constituted a grave threat to his Position. Ra’cher than wait
for an attaci(, Bag]or chose to be the aggressor, after cligesting rePorts of Comceclerate
symPathy in the area, esPecia]]9 in nearby Mesilla. Oﬂ \)ulg 23, with 258 men, Bag]or moved
uPriver and campcd within 600 gards of the Federal fort. e had Plarmed a surprise attack
next morning, but fort commander Major |saac Lgnde was warned of Baglor‘s presence by a
deserter. Leaming of this, Baylor moved instead into Mesi”a, where the T exans were
grec’ceé cn’c%usias’cica”g. On Ju]g 25, Lgnde advanced his force of 380 from Fort Fi”more
to demand Bag]or‘s surrender. Baglor‘s response was, “l}c you wish the town and my Forces,
come and take them!” Lynde resolved to clojust that, orclering his imcantrgmeﬂ into line while
his two mountain howitzers began to shell the town and his mounted troops Prepared to
c}wargc. As the Federa] horsemen aPProached, care]cuug aimed shots and vo”egs from the
barricaded T exans and their Mesilla allies began to create confusion. One Yankee
horseman was killed and four others were wounded as rifle and shotgun fire riPPed into their
ranks. As the survivors bcgan to wi’c%c}raw, the cheral cannoneers came under rebel fire and
were soon forced back as we”, followed by the umorw imcantry. The brief battle had resulted
in Lgﬂc:le‘s loss of three killed and nine wounclecl, while six T exans were wounded and twenty
rebel horses died in the bombardment. Baglor's men carmcu“}j followed the Yankccs to the
fort and began Preparations to attack. During the next clay, as the ]:eclerals cherishlg clug
defensive trenches and PreParecl obstructions, Baylor sent riders to [Tort Pliss for
reinforcements and rePIacement horses. T}wat evening, the Avrizona (Guards, a local militia
unit that had assisted in Bag]or‘s de?eﬂse, infiltrated Fort ]:i”more and made off with 85
cava]ry horses and 26 mules. This loss so discouraged Lgncle that he clecided, instead of
trging to defend the fort, to evacuate his command to the nearest concentration Poin’c, Fort

Stanton, some 80 miles to the northeast.(7)

A]Cter clestroging suPPIies that theg could not carry, the Federa]s, a]ong with a number of
wives and children, left for the ncarbg Organ Mountains after midnightl Ju]g 27. T he Plan
was to cross over the range at San Augus’cinc Springsj about ten miles from the fort, and
then continue across the desert to Fort Stanton. This Provecl a little over~oPtimistic as the
Ju]g heat soon slowed the march to a crawl. To comp]ica’cc matters, it scems that while
dcs’croging supp]ies the nig}w’c before, some of the Fedcra] soldiers had uncovered a large
store of medicinal whiskey and had determined that this could be carried along in their

canteens. As the clay clawnecl, Bag]or’s men spottecl a ]arge cloud of dust in the distance



and discovered that the Yankees had c}isappcarcd. Not satisfied with the Possession of the
Fort, Baylor quicuy organizecl Pursuit‘ The T exans found the trail to the mountains littered
with guns, clothing, empty canteens, and inebriated umorw soldiers and civilians. O]C the 500-
P]us rmcugees, less than a hundred were with L}jndc at the springs when Bag]or and his men
arrived. These surrendered without a Fight‘ Fort ]:i”more and its former occupants were now

in the Possession of the Comcecleracg‘(é?)

Baglor returned to Mesilla with his Prisoners, a much needed supplg of caP’cuer equipmentl
and, as a bonus, nine thousand dollars in treasury notes. W}wile Paroling the Yankees and
sorting through his bonanza, he was advised of the arrival on Ju]y 28 of a party of officers
enroute from (California to Richmond to offer their services to the COHFC&CraC\lj. Baglor
asked their leader to take temporary command of his small army while he bcgan to organize
the territor9 in the name of the Comcederacg‘ Thus it was that A]bert Sidney Johnston
accePtecl his first Civi] War command. A]though in command for on|9 ten clags, Johnston
took the field c}uring his tenure in an unsuccessful attempt to capture a garrison of 250 (J.5.
regulars enroute from an abandoned western fort to another concentration Poiﬂt uPriver. Oﬂ
August 7, Johnston resigned his Avrizona command and moved on to find his destix19 further
eas’c.(9)

Meaﬂwhile, Baylor, on August i, issued a Proc]amation dec]aring all of New Mexico
Territor9 south of the 34th Para”el as the Comceclerate Territory of Arizona. e installed
himself as its governor, with Mesi”a as its caPital. [He Placcd the new tcrritorg under marshal
law and appointcd court officers to enforce the law. Baglor then authorized the raising of
new mi]itary comPanies forlocal defense and took steps to restore mail service and secure the

saFc’cg of the road to Tucson.( | O)

Baglor had additional motives for securing the road to | ucson. Not unlike Siblcg, Bag]or
had a P]an. A]Cter increasing his command to at least a thousand men, he Planned to move his
base to | ucson. [Trom there he would counter rumored threats of a (nion invasion from
Mexico bg seizing Guagmas, Sonora, a Mexican scaport %00 miles due south of T ucson.
The road between Guagmas and | ucson would then become a supply channel connecting
the Fachcic with the Comcederacg‘ From | ucson, Baylor would also be able to move against



Calhcomiaj soon securing the West Coas’c and its riches and ports. [His opcrations would
begin with the arrival of Sib]ey and the exPectecl reinforcements from | exas. |n Baylor’s

version of the Plan, Sibleg would keep the ]:ecleral troops along the Kio Graﬂcle occuPiecl
while he, Baglor, headed west.(11)

There was delcinitely an immediate need for additional troops and a guarantee of safe travel.
The APaches continued their rampage throughout the Southwest, hoPiﬂg to exterminate
once and for all the whites who had invaded their land. At Bag]or‘s order, Pa’crols roamed
near and far in search of the elusive red men. |n addition to this threat, Canbg continued to
concentrate his forces up the Rio (Grande from Mesilla. The nearest concentration Point
was now at [ ort Craig, 130 miles uPrivcr. Federal Pa’crols Probec} Arizona Terri’corg in
search of information about the southern invaders. Often (Jnion and (Confederate units
clashed. Bag]or was ho]ding his own butjust barelg‘ T o continue the dream of Comceclerate

exPansion, he needed strong reimcorcementsfi 2)

HCIP would soon be on its way. Siblcg arrived in San Antonio in Augus’c with aut}worit}j to
raise two regiments of cava|r9 and a battery of mountain howitzers. This Provecl a difficult
task, as many Texaﬂs had alreacl9 headed east for the war elcFort, but Sib]ey was up to the
c}wa”cnge. An expcrienccd recruiter, he called for volunteers via local newspapers. As a
nucleus, Sibleg chose company commanders, and these were sent out to fill their comPam’es‘
e then carelcullg selected his staff and brigade~]eve] officers. A variet9 of munitions and
equipmcnt were gamcrec} from the arsenal in San Antonio. Supplies of food and Forage
along the route to Fort B]iss and in Mcsi“a were arranged with the hclp of Sout%ermmindec}
businessmen. 53 late October the regiments were Fi”ed, armecl, trainecl, and the expedition
was readg to roll. Siblcg has been called a "slow McClc“an." The 1slow" Part will be seen
later, but Sibleg seems to have had at least some of Mc(lellan's organizationa] skill. Siblcg
had raised three regiments, the 4—th, 5th, and 7th Texas Mountecl \/olunteers‘ The 7th was
raised almost as an a}ctcr’c}woug}wt for use Primari]g for garrison éut\lj in Mesilla and in
conqucred territory. T hese regiments were commanded respectivclg bg | ieutenant (olonel
Wi”iam Reed 5curr3 G‘ne was actua”y second-in-command of the ‘ch, but his suPerior,
Colone] James Kei]eg had been detached for cliP]omatic cluty in Mexico), Co]onel T om
(Green, and (Colonel William Steele. Sibleg was able to raise two howitzer batteries, and he



assigncd one each to Scurrg and (Green. Siblcg‘s total force numbered aPProximatelg
2,500 men.(1%)

Oﬂ November 9, the Sib]ey Brigade started its 650 mile trek to Avrizona. Due to the
scarci’c}j of water along the desert route, the regiments were divided into small groups which
marched a dag apart from each other. [~ ach regiment was accompanicd }33 a beef herd and a
wagon train, ]eﬂgthening the column consiclerablg‘ Sibleg himself clePartecl with his staff on
November 138, and, Passing his men a]ong the road, arrived at [Tort Pliss a few dags ahead of
them on Dccember 3. Hcre he established his %cac}quar’cers and took command of all forces
in the region, iﬂclucling Bag]or‘s men, renaming the entire aggregation the Comceclerate
Armg of New Mexico. W%i]c waiting for his strung-out columns to arrive, Sibleg issued a
Proclama’cion "to the Pcoplc of New Mexico" announcing his uPcoming camPaign, Promising
Protection and Prosperit9 to "the Peacelcul PeoP]e of the countrg“’ He wamecl, however, that
ithose who co~oPerate with the enemy...must be Prepared to share their Fate“’(] 4)

Baglor was not %appg with the way his fate was turning out. | ocal recruitment was moving,
slowly, and his T exans were Fa”ing prey not on|9 to Federal skirmishers and raicliﬂg
APaches, but to sma”Pox and other discases as well. During the autumn months, word had
arrived of ]arge Federal forces ga’chering in California and Mexico, and of %eavg
reinforcements from Kansas soon exPectecl to augment Caﬂbg’s 2,500 troops now
concentrated at nearby i:ort Craig and ]:ort umon, northeast of Santa Fe‘ Fearing an
imminent and overwhelming convergence at or near Mesi”a of these forces, Baglorl without
%esi’ca’cing to confirm the rumors, ordered Preparations for immediate evacuation. | he local
citizens, reacting to Baylor’s Paﬂic, began Packing and ﬂeeiﬂg to Mexico. Soon more
accurate information arrived, indicating that the rumors were, so far at leas’c, unfounded.
Baglor‘s heroic rePu’cation had been marred, however. Ju]g‘s hero came under sca’ching verbal
attaci(, esPecia||9 }39 Robert Ke”g, editor of the Mesilla Times and, earlier, a ]eacling
advocate of Arizona's secession. After Prin’cing the erroneous reports and thus adding to
the Public }13stcriaj Kc”g had dismantled his press and had it s}wipped across the border
cluring the Panic‘ [" mbarrassed, he became Baylor’s greatest critic: "Such a stamPecle was
never witnessed, save at Manassas.” | he difference between Manassas and Mesilla was

that the local s’campec}c lacked "a Figl‘nt or even a sigh’c of the enemy.” On December 12,



Baglor angrilg confronted Kc“g. Words led to a schﬂe, and in minutes, Kc“g lag mor’ca“g
wounded }39 Bag]or’s Pisto] shot. A militar9 court found Bag]or innocent, but further
clamage to his rePutation had been done. Now, Sib]ey had at last arrivecl, but on]y to take
command instead of bccoming Baglor‘s partner in conquest. Baglor, at his best a mi]i’carg
man, found himself reduced to the Position of a harried bureaucrat in charge of a strugg]ing
territory. [is emPirica] visions would aPParent]y have to wait...at least until Sibleg headed
north.(15)

W%i]c waiting for his regiments to completc their long march t%roug% the desert and prepare
themselves for the uPcoming camPaign, Sibley dispatchecl his cliP]omatic envoy, Colone]
Kcilg, into neighboring (Chihuahua to attempt to Pcrsuadc the Mexican authorities to hclp
prevent (nion advances from that direction and to become a source of supplg for his army.
He then selected an abandoned ]:ecleral Post, ]:ort Thom, Fortg miles up the Rio Grande
from Mesi”a, as the base from which he would begin his conquest of New Mexico Territorg‘
During the first two weeks of Januarg, 1862, his army moved slow]g north ’c%roug}w the
Mesilla \/81169 and began to concentrate in the vicinit9 of Fort Thom‘ Niﬂet9 miles north ]ay
Fort Craig, Sib]ey‘s first okﬁ'ective. His P]an was to take Fort Craig, then move uPriver to
occupy A”Duqucrque and Santa [e, the territorial capi’cal. New Mexico's ]hce]ine, the Kio
Grancle, would be under Sibley‘s control. ln C]CFCC’C, the territor9 would be his. He could then
move further north into Coloraclo or strike out west for Ca]ifomia.(i 6)

|n order to open and maintain the roads to the west, Sibleg ordered the Arizona Kangcrsj a
60-man company that had been raised bg Baglor, to move immcdia’ce]g to ] ucson. | nroute,
the Raﬂgers would serve as escort to Colonel Reilg, headed for a second diplomatic mission,
this time to Sonora. [is first effort had Proc}ucec} mixed results. (Governor | errazas of
(Chihuahua had so far Proved reluctant to honor the request to deng (nion transit over his
soil but had at least agreecl to Permit the Purchase of suPP]ies for Sibleg’s army. For
whatever it was worth, Rei]g in’cerpre’ccd the Mexican leader's response as ithe first official
recognition of the (Government of the Comccderacg bg a ?oreign power.” [is visit to Sonora
would involve a request to Permit the establishment of a Comceclerate supply base at the Port
of Guagmas. This, of course, would be a Partial fulfillment of Baylor‘s Plan of conquest,
Providing the Comcedcracg with a connection to the Pacific. T he presence in ] ucson of the



Arizona Rangcrs, under Cap’cain Skeroc} Hunter, a strong Bag]or suPPor’cerj could also
Provicle the means for a revival of the rest of Baglor‘s clream.(i 7)

Oﬂ Februar9 7, the Comcederate Army of New Mexico began its march up the west bank
of the Kio (Grande, led bg Colone] (Green and the 5th T exas. Within a week, (Green's men
were skirmis}wing with (nion cavalrg about fifteen miles south of [Tort Craig. Scouting
rePorts indicated that the fort was too strong to assau]t, SO on February 15, the Texaﬂs
moved to within a mile in an unsuccessful attempt to draw the T:cc}crals out into the open.
Al’choug% Canbg was well equippcdl his garrison included a large number of new recruits,
volunteers from uPriver New Mexico, and Canby believed his safest Position was right where
he was. After a few dags scouting and ho]c}ing councils of war to determine the next move,
Siblcg ordered his men to cross the river and bgpass the fort, thus t%reatcning to leave it
isolated between Comceclerate garrison forces at the forts below and Sibleg’s army above.
Sibleg and (Green believed this movement would force Canby to give battle. On February
19, the crossing was made, and t%roug}wout the next éa\lj, the Tcxans s’crugg]ed t}wroug}w decp
sand and around a huge lava flow that flanked the river. The P]an worked. At clusk, as the
army aPProachecl the river north of Fort Craig, several imcaﬂtrg comPanies of Uﬂion regulars
and volunteers cmcrged from the fort and crossed the river at \/alvcrde ford to Prevcn’c the
thirstg rebels from reaching the water. Fo”owing a brief exchange of Fire, a mounted charge
aimed at the New Mexican volunteer units resulted in a quick withdrawal as night fell. The
T exans cncampec} for the nig%tl Plarming to force a crossing in the moming.(] 8)

T}wcre occurred that evening a rather strange episode when F’addg Gra\ljdonj a (Jnion scout,
undertook a little mission clesignecl to create havoc among the iﬂvacling T exans. Graydon
and one of his cohorts obtained two worn out mules and s’craPPec} a large load of arti“crg
shells upon them. T he sPics then quic’c]g led the mules across the river. When within a short
distance from the rebel Pickets, theg lit the fuses and slaPPecl the mules on their rumps to
send them running into the enemy lines. Gragdon and his partner then made haste to get
back across before all hell broke loose. Hearing somet}ﬂng behind them, t}wcg glanced over
their shoulders exPecting to see alert rebel Pickets chasing them. Their Fo”owers, however,
were not | exans. The mules aPParent]y decided that theg did not like the Plaﬂ and instead

turned around and followed their former leaders. T he retreat of the scouts immec}iatclg



became arout as t}wcg ran for cover with the mules close behind. Fortunatclg, t}weg were Fina”g
able to su#icieﬂtlg outdistance their pursuers. The mu]es, however, were not so

Fortunate(i 9)

At dag]ig%tl Februarg 21, the leading T exan clcmentsj which happcncc} to be members of
Baglor‘s old command, aPProac}wcd the river to find a 500-man (nion imcan’cry force under
| ieutenant Colone] Benjamiﬂ 5 Roberts in Possession of the ford and enemy cava]r9 on
the rebel side of the river Poiscd to attack. | he outnumbered T exans immcdia’cclg cngaged
their enemies while ca”ing for help from the rear. Reinforcements soon arrived in the form of
Scurry‘s 4th Texas. (Green's regiment followed as did the arti”er9 units. The
Comcedcra’ces, now with a slig%’c edgc in numbers, Pressed toward the river, on]g to be
countered }33 more {_Jnion imcan’crg and ar’ci”erg units rushed from [Tort Craig. The incoming
arti”er9 soon tiPPecl the balance in favor of the i:eclerals, as the T exas howitzers were
oPPosecl by much ]arger Yankee field guns.

With his arti“crg in command of the field, Canbg ordered the balance of his force to advance
to the ford. Meaﬂwhile, (areen, having reP]aced a suclclen]y il Sibley as | exan commander,
tried an unusual method to clis]odge the enemy now in Possession of the cast side of the river.
A company of mounted lancers was ordered to charge the left flank of the Yankee imcan’cry.
The attack, however, was not Proper]y suPPortecl, and the result was not unlike attemPts }39
cava]ry on other battlefields to attack imcantrg‘ The lancers were easily rePulsecl by the well-
discip]incc} foot-soldiers, and very few returned saFclg to their lincs.Canbg Posi’cioned a
ba’ctcrg of arti”erg on cach of his flanks and Prepared to launch a hcavg attack a]ong an old
river channel on the left flank of the rebels. Green countered }39 orclering a frontal attack }39
200 mounted troopcrs supportcd bg the 4th Texas. Oncc againj the horsemen were
repu]sed, but this time the New Mexican vo]unteers, sensing victorg, counterattacked, onlg to
be assailed }39 the 4th Texas. At the same time, Green ordered a dismounted assault }39
units of his 5th | exas on the bat’cerg on the left (Jnion flank. T he arti“ergmen, under
Cap’cain Alexander McRae, stood bg their guns as their imcan’crg support waivered and fled
under the savage Comceclerate attack. As McRae and most of his gunners Fe”, the umorw
left and center began to disintegrate. Canby quickly ordered a genera] retreat, much to the
surprise and disappoin’cment of his men now making hcac}wag against the enemy left. The



T exans found themselves in command of the field, as the (nion volunteers and regu]ars

streamed toward the fort and saFety.(ZO)

The battle for \/alvercle ford was over. The casualties were heavg, consiclering the numbers
involved in the Figl‘nt. Grecn lost aPProximatclg ten Percent of his force: 36 killed and 150
wounded, of which 43 more died. Several Confederate supplg wagons were destroged along
with their contents by the umorw arti”erg‘ Canby‘s ]osses, amounting to sixteen percent,
included 68 killed, 160 wounded, 17 mor’ca“g. Thirt\gﬂ%ur Federals were rePorted missing,
and McRae's ba’ctcrg of six guns had been caP’cuer. While the battle was tac’cica”g a
Comceclerate victorg, it Provecl to be a rather empty one. The ]:eclera]s were still secure in
their fort, with at least a month's supp]g of Provisions on hand. T he next dagl a surrender
demand was refused bg Canbgl a]t}wough both sides agreeé ona ’cwo~da9 truce to ga’chcr the
wounded and bury the dead. Sibleg, back in command after his i”ﬂess, realized that he could
not successfu”y assault the fort. Not wi”ing to give up at this ear|9 stage, esPeciany after his
vic’corg at \/alverde ford, Sibleg decided that his onlg option was to leave Canbg where he
was and move north. Sibleg’s suPP]ies were low, but he could replenish these at the Federal
supply clepots uPriver at Socorro, Albuquerque and Saﬂta Fe.(?_ i)

On Februarg 2% the Armg of New Mexico Pus%ec} on. Having lost a number of horses and
wagons in the battle, many trooPers had to wa”<, some carrying wounded comrades in litters.
The animals that remained were becoming worn and were often unable to move the wagons
without help from men Pushing against the wheels. Frogress was cxcccdinglg slow. At the end
of the first dag north of [Tort Craig, on]g six miles had been covered. T hree dags later, the
Texans reached 50corro, thirtg miles north of the fort. Here, the <:l39 be?ore, an advance
party made up from elements of the 5th | exas had routed a small militia force which was
guarding the town. "Socorro” is a Spanish word for ”help“ or "succor. | he little town
certain]y lived up to its name as far as the T exans were concerned. A hospita] was
established for the wounded as well as many who had fallen ill. The [Federal c}epot 3icldcd
much needed food supplicsj as well as arms and ammunition, fresh horses and mules. A}C’cer

two <:l395 rest, the army moved on(?.l)

Meaﬂwhile, Canbg, while still at Fort Craig, was active|9 reacting to Sibleg’s advance. A



few c}ags after the ba’ct]e, he dispatc}wec} Captain (urden Chapinj his assistant adjutant
genera], a]ong with several companies of cava]ry to sliP past Sib]ey and prepare northern
New Mexico for the Comceclerate invasion. Soon after arriving at Santa e, Chapin wired
Canbg‘s suPcrior, Major General chrg W. Ha”eck advising the departmcn’c commander
of the battle and of the situation. Chapiﬂ warned the genera] of Sib]ey‘s intentions and of
the Potential clanger to the umorw cause that he rePresentecl. He then asked for
reinforcements from the [~ ast, and in c]osing, stated; " have given you a true Picture of the
state of the country, and if you wish to save it you, | hOPC and pray, will act immcdia’celg.”
Canby‘s immediate concern, aside from ca”ing for reimcorcements, was the Prevention of more
supp]ics Fa”ing into the hands of the rebels. Supplg depots in A”Duqucrquc and Santa [e
were many times larger than the one captured in Socorro. Canbg reasoned that, if he could
prevent furtherloss of SUPP]ies to the | exans, attrition, accelerated by the desert conditions
of the country, would before long bring Siblcg to ruin. Canbg also had another ace to Plag.
T}wc wcak]g held Fort (nion, situated along the Santa e trail in northeastern New Mexico
would soon be reinforced by nine hundred (Colorado volunteers. [f these men could be

assembled soon enough, theg could aid in the T exans’ demise(lﬁ)

Siblcg‘s army continued to s]ow]g move uPrivcrj averaging about twelve miles each dag. Once
again, an advance Party moved ahead to caPture Albuquerque, about sevent9 miles north of
Socorro‘ This time, however, the small Uﬂion garrison had been warned by Canby‘s
ou’cric}crsj and as the Texans aPProached on Marc}w 2, the government warehouses were set
on fire. Most of the supp]ies were thus dcs’crogcd }33 the cscaping garrison. This loss was
Partia”y offset by the caPture of another ]:eclera] clePot west of Albuquerque by local
southern sgmpat}wizers, who turned the bootg over to the arriving, (Confederates. |n addition,
a (Jnion supplg train enroute to [ ort Craig was caP’cuer bg a | exan Pa’crol. These
unexpectecl Provisions, along with what could be sa]vaged from the ﬂames, Proviclecl a Forty«
dag supplg for the rebel army. Bg Marc}'n 7, most of the weary Tcxans were cncampec} in and
around A”Duqucrque, as Siblegj having received news of Federal concentration at | ort
umon, revised his immediate Plans(l‘i—)

Feariﬂg ajunction of Canby‘s troops in his rear and the Co]oraclans on his ﬂaﬂk, Sib]ey
ordered units of the 4th and 7th Texas to move into the mountains to the east of



Albuquerque. [ere the men could recuperate while guarc}ing the main road between the two
(nion forts. Meanwhile Baglor‘s old command, now under Major Charles Fyron, was
instructed to move immediate]y to take and occupy Saﬂta e, Fortg miles to the northeast.
Most of (Green's 5th T exas would remain at Albuquerque under Major Jo}m Shrops}wire,
while (Green himself would move with several comPanies toward [ ort umon‘ 53 these
maneuvers, Sibley hopecl to remain flexible enough to operate against against any Federal
movement. |f not}wing signhcicant occurred, he Plarmed to converge against Fort (nion }33 the

end of March.(lﬁ)

As Sibleg’s army slowly clisPersecl to its assignecl Positions, far to the southwest, SECrocl
[Hunter's small company of Avrizona Kangers, %aving occuPiec} T ucson late in Fcbruargl was
now Pa’cro“ing the roads lcading to (alifornia. After seeing that (Colonel Rei”g was saFclg
escorted to Hermosi”o, the caPital of Sonora, [Hunter's main concern was an increasing
Federa] concentration at ]:ort Yuma on the far western border of Arizona Territorg‘ Here,
(Union Colonel James [. Carleton was accumu]ating men and Provisions for an invasion
force. At least one of the rumors that had been heard }39 Bag]or months earlier now
aPPearecl to be true after a”.(?_é)

W%i]c [Hunter watched and occasiona”g skirmished with the Ca]hcomians, Baglorl %aving
grown imPatient with desk worl(, took the field against the APaches. i:o”owing a raid led by
(Cochise and Mangas (Coloradas in which hundreds of (Confederate horses were stolen,
Baglor rounded up the remnant of his old command and as many militia as he could find and
headed for the mountains. | he Apachcs (incluc}ing a young man who would later become
known as Geronimo) Provecl as elusive as ever and eventua”g clisaPPeared into Mexico.
Baglor Pursucd until at last he managed to capture several warriors with some women and
children. He summari]g executed the adults and took the children Prisoner. Retuming to
Mesi”a, he received word that one of his lieutenants had received a request from Maﬂgas
(oloradas for a peace Parlcg. Bag]or immec}iatelg sent instructions. * | he Congress of the
(Confederate States has Passed alaw dec]aring extermination to all hostile |ndians. You will
therefore use all means to Persuade the APaches or any tribe to come in for the purpose of
making peace, and when you get them together kill all the grown ]ncliaﬂs and take the children
Prisoners and sell them.” [Here Baglor overstcppcd his authoritg, because the government



had issued no such order, and was, in fact, dedicated to a Policg of Pachcica’cion. 5}10rt|3 after
issuing his soon-to-be-famous extermination order, Bag]or submitted his resignation as
governor aﬂdjoumeyed back to T exas to begin recruiting again. The one-year enlistment of
the 2nd T exas Mounted Rifles would be exPiring soon. [Je encouraged those that had
remained behind in Mesi”a to go with him and helP him reorganize. Having little faith in
Sibleg’s efforts in the north, Bag]or Plaﬂnecl to return to Arizona very soon at the head of a
better and larger army of conquest. Hc left behind Colone] Steclcj commander of the 7’c}1
T exas, and 600 men.(27)

As Bag]or‘s men in northern New Mexico Pressecl toward Saﬂta i:e, the ]:eclera] suPP]ies
that ’ChC\lj hopcd to capture once again eluded them. Given P]cn’cg of advance notice, the
Santa [e garrison had time to load over a hundred wagons and drive them t%roug% nearbg
G]orieta Fass and onto [Tort Union, 30 miles to the east. The Uﬂion soldiers also escorted
Governor Henrg Conne”y and the administrators and baggage of the territorial government.
Major Fgron and his T exans arrived in Santa [Te on March 10 to find the town in a state of
anarchg‘ Theg were thus surPrised to find themselves greeted }39, among others, Mrs. Louisa
Canby. The Uﬂion colonel's wife and Family had remained behincl, and now welcomed the

invaders as restorers of law and order.(lé’)

At [ort umon, reinforcements continued to arrive. The fort commancler, Colone] Gabrie]
Faul, had been ordered }39 Canbg to remain at the fort until the time was right for
consolidation of the two forces. A]t}wough FPaul was a graduatc of West Foint and a Mexican
War veteran, the leader of the Co]orac}oans, Jo}m F’ Sloug%, had received his volunteer
commission as colonel before Faul. As seen many times elsewhere, the odd nature of this
Political war P]accd a young (olorado ]awgcr and Poli’cician above an older and exPcricnccd
Prochsional officer. Sloug%, cncouragcd bg Govemor~in~exile Conne”gl decided, against
the orders of Caﬂbg, whom he did not outraﬂk, to take the offensive. As his men
recupera’ccd from their rapic} march ’c}wroug}'n the snow and ice of a (Colorado winter, 5|oug}1
sent scouts to Probc Sib]eg‘s disposi’cions. [His immediate Plan, at the urging, of the governor,
was to recover Santa FC(Z?)

The increased activities of the Uﬂion Patro]s a]ong the Santa e Trai] and of similar



Probcs now moving north from [“ort Craig Provokeé Sibleg to begin a reconcentration of his
forces. e ordered Major Shropshire to move quicug from Albuquerque to Santa [ e, and
Fyron’s smaller command was instructed to move up the trail to guarcl Glorieta Fass.
Scurrg‘s 4th T exas moved with his largcr force and the army's wagon train toward (Galisteo,
a few miles southwest of the pass. (5reen remained with Sib]ey, inreserve at Albuquerque to
keep an eye toward the rear. Once again, as events moved toward comqict, Sib]eg’s illhesses
began to reappear, and his subordinates would take the lead. |t was bcginning to become
clear to Siblcg‘s officers and men that these infirmities were related to an overfondness of
the whiskey barrel. lﬂ a war whose officers on both sides were often noted for hard drinking,
Siblcg seems to have been one of the most Prolhcic in this regard. |t has been said that it is
unclear whether his c}rinking caused his debi]itg or his infirmities led to heavier imbibement as a

treatmeﬂt.(ﬁ O)

59 late March, 5]ough was reaclg‘ Leaving a small force with Co]onel Fau], the Colorocloan
ordered his men, along with most of the regular army garrison, to move toward Santa [e.
Slough‘s command of about 1,500 imcaﬂtrg, cavalrg, and arti”ery left Fort umorw on March
22. Canbg received word of the movement, and acljusting to the situation, immecliately
Prepared to move north with most of his garrison. Hcaring from his scouts of the cheral
aPProach, Fgron‘s 400 | exans PreParecl to meet the enemy as Scurry and Shropshire
hurried to his support. As the i:eclera]s drew c]oser, Slough, also hearing reports of activity
in his front, slowed his advance and sent forward a reconnaissance force under Major John
M. Chiving’con. On March 26, Pa’crols from both advance Parties sPot’ccd each other in
APache Canyonjust west of G]orieta Fass. The resultiﬂg skirmish led to a larger Fight as
Fgron and C%iving’con brought their men forward. Poth forces were about the same size, but
C%iving’con found himself with an advan’cage of terrain. SIightlg up}wi” from the | exans, the
Coloracloans were able to quicklg climb the canyon walls and direct a converging fire into the
T exans below. Fgron withdrew about a mile on]g to be flanked }33 his opponent and was
forced back once again. [He at last found a strong Posi’cion }33 crossing a small arroyo and
clestroyiﬂg the bridge over which he had crossed. The i:eclerals slowly Pursued‘ As evening
drew near, ’ChC\lj mounted a cava]rg c}'narge in which all but one of 107% Co]orado horsemen
successFu“g lcapec} across the barrier. T he intense hand-to-hand combat which ensued was
merchcuny brief due to raPic”y Fa”iﬂg clari(ness, and Fyron was able to withdraw to a fortified
Position he had earlier Preparecl at the mouth of the canyon. Chiviﬂgton, short of water, also



withdrew a few miles to a mountain sPring. Both Parties were exhausted and agreeé to a
truce the next <:l39 to rest and gather their killed and wounded. Fyron had lost four men ki”ecl,
twenty wounclecl, and seventy caPturecl. Chivington, in the role of attacker, had lost five killed
and fourteen wounc}ed.(ﬁ | )

As the combatants restcc}, ’c}wcg were reinforced bg the main forces under Scurrg and
Slough. On March 28, both advanced against cach other. A]though both forces were once
again aPProximatelg equal, Scurrg had a 1,200 to 850 numerical advan’cagc as t}wcg met in
(lorieta Pass. Slough bclicving Scurrg would remain at his fortified Positionj had diverted
Chivington and 490 men into the mountains to the south of the trail. The smaller force was
to move into the rear of Scurrg‘s Posi’cion for a concerted attack. | he Problem with this,
}'Aowcverj was that Scurrg was no longer there.
The engagement began with an arti”ery due], followed by a general assault }39 both sides.
The rough and broken ground did not Permit formal militar9 maneuvers and the Fighting soon
dcgenera’ccd into individual lndiamstgle skirmishes, men shooting at each other from behind
boulders and trees then rushing forward for brief but furious hand-to-hand combat. Slough
attemPtecl two ﬂaﬂkiﬂg movements, but both were rePe”ecl }39 Scurrg’s ]arger numbers.
C%iving’con was nowhere to be found, and, Fina”g, after six hours of continuous ?ightingl the
Coloracloans were slow|9 forced back up the trail. E_ach side had lost 46 men killed, and the
number of men wounded were also remarkab]y similar, 64 [Tederals, 60 (onfederates.(32)

As Sloug%'s exhausted forces began to wit%c}rawj Scurrg received an urgent message about
trouble in his rear. C%ivingtonj led }33 a local scout, }'Aadj after a long and difficult strugglc
through the mountainous terrain, reached his destination. Although he had, as P]anned,
emergcd from the woods on a mesa ovcr]ooking Scurrg's campsightl he found that the main
enemy force was no longcr there. |nstead, C}wiving’con saw that the entire (Confederate
wagon train was beneath him, guarded }39 300 men and two howitzers. ]mmecliatelg,
C%iving’con ordered a downhill attack, and cigh’cg %cavi]g loaded wagons were soon in his
Posscssion as the | exan defenders scattered at the unexpec’ccd sigh’c of nearlg five hundred
(oloradoans suddex1|9 descending upon the camp. Chivington ordered the wagons
overturned and the suPPIies within them clestroyecl. Five hundred horses and mules were

driven away into the mountains as flames consumed the wagons and cxp]odcd the ammunition.



Having received bg then orders }33 courier to rcjoin the main co]umn, C}wivington and his men
retraced their steps back over the mountains, ]eaviﬂg behind a Pi]e of useless debris.
Although his absence had resulted in the loss of a battle, Chivington’s fortuitous find and
his quick action won a much greater victory. A]t}wough neither side realized it at the time,
Comceclerate hoPes for the Southwest had gone up in flames along with their wagons‘@ 5)

Scurry, a]though in Possession of the Fielcl, was forced to withdraw to Santa e because of
his total loss of ammunition and suPPIies. (Bmcore lcaving, the Comccdcrates buried their
dead. This was not an unusual occurrence, cxcep’c for the discoverg 125 years later of a
ﬂeat]3~arrangecl mass grave of 31 Comcederates, found when an excavator clug a foundation
for a house. Further search revealed the separa’ce grave ncarbg of Major Jo}m Shrops}wire,
who had died in one of the many c}'nargcs that dag.) Scurrg was not Pursued, however,
because Slough had had enough and headed back to [Tort (Jnion with his battered
command exPecting a Comceclerate counterstroke clespite Chiviﬂgton‘s feat behind enemy
lines.(ﬁ‘i")

Scurry‘s men slowly returned to Saﬂta i:e where a makeshift hospital was hurriec”y
established to receive the wounded and sick. Among those coming to the aid of the sugeriﬂg
soldiers was Mprs. Canbgl who wept at the sig}w’c of the sugcring and destitute soldiers and
then led Comceclerate officers to a ]arge SUPP19 of government blankets and clothing that
had been left behind by the i:eclera]s‘ She soon became known as "the Aﬂge] of Santa i:e"

because of her merciful attention.(%5)

Siblcg soon arrived and in carlg APril held a council of war with his officers. [ e had learned
that Canbg was enroute from Fort Craig with his we”~equiPPecl army of 1200 men. Colone]
Faul was back in command at [Tort (nion, Slough having resigned in fear of thunder from
above, and another advance from that direction seemed likelg. The T exans had been on]g
able to scrape up twentg <:l395 of Provisions from the surrouncling towns and vi”ages, and
ammunition was down to 1Cor’c9 rounds per man. The hanc}writing was on the wall. T he army

must, if Possib]e, retreat to Mesilla.(%6)



The nif Possible“ part clePendecl large|9 on Caﬂbg’s intentions. Moving clirect19 north on the
same Path along which Sib]ey must retreat, Canby arrived on the outskirts of A]buquerque
on APril 8 and bcgan s%e”ing the (Confederate defenses. Siblcg ordered the men that still
could to march to the rescue of the 120-man garrison and the meager supply of Provisions‘ ]t
aPPearecl that a battle was ]ike]y, but at the aPProach of the Texans, Canbg withdrew
toward the mountains. | here he awaited the arrival of the garrison of ort (Jnion which he
had ordered ’cojoin him. Giiven a brief oPPor’cuni’cg to escape, Siblcg ordered an immediate
march south. 53 APril 12, the | exans were on the road. Frogess, however, was slow, given
the weak and now demoralized condition of Siblcg‘s men. Meanwhile the [Fort (nion
garrison arrived in the mountains on April 1%, and the [Tederal forces in New Mexico were
Fina”g united. Canbg ordered a forced march to iﬂtercePt the T exans. The re]ative]9 fresh
(nion troops were able to responc}, and at c}agbrcak, April i5, t}wcg caught up with the
s]ow]g ﬂeeing foe at Peralta, a few miles south of A”Duqucrquc. An a”~da3 arti”crg battle
eﬂsuecl, Canbg unwi”ing to risk an assault on the T exans who had barricaded themselves
behind the walls of the vi”age. 59 now, Canby felt that additional Fighting was unnecessary.
[His Plan was to Forciblg escort the (Confederates out of New Mexico. Knowing of his
enemy's weakened condition and of the desert ]ooming aheacl, he believed that }39 the time
the Texans reached Mesi”a, they would be on]9 a semblance of the army that had entered
the territory a few months ago and would be unlike]g to try again. Besides, Canbg reasoned,
if he Fought the Texans and took them Prisoner, he would be hard Pressecl to feed and clothe
them.

Earlg the next morning, Siblcg resumed his retreat. | he | exans moved south a]ong the
west bank of the river, shadowed }33 the [Tederals on the rig}w’c side. Aside from occasional
skirmishing, the Fighting a]ong the Kio Graﬂcle and in northern New Mexico was over.<§7>

Jt wasjus’c about overin Comccdera’cc Avrizona, as well. [Hunter's men had done their best to
harass and delag the (Californians, caP’curing a [Tederal detachment on March 18 and
skirmishing with umorw Patro]s twice, on March 2% at Stanwix Station a]ong the Gi]a river,
and on APril 15 at Picacho Pass north of T ucson. | hese and other efforts }33 the Arizona
Kangers dclagcd (arleton's advance until carlg Mag. At last, however, the ( Jnion force that
became known as the Ca]hcornia Co]umn began to roll across the desert, Forcing Hunter and

his men to evacuate Tucson and return to Mesi”a‘@ 8)



Neariﬂg Fort Craig, Sibleg’s scouts informed him that a well-armed garrison awaited his
arrival. Sib]ey was not yet convinced that Canby, stilljust across the river, intended to let him
escape, and he called another council of war to determine his next step. After considerable
clebate, the T exas officers concluded that their choices were reduced to imPrisonment or an
arduous escape route through the mountains west of the Rio Grande that one of the the
scouts knew of. | he latter was decided upon, and on APril 17, the hundred-mile detour
began. As the column moved into the roug}'n terrain, all semblances of discipline and order
clisaPPeared‘ Men soon began to falter and fall }39 the wagside to await the tender mercies of
the APachcs who saw in Sibleg‘s new Pat}w of retreat still another oPPor’cunit}j to annihilate
the white soldiers. Equipmcn’c was abandoned as well as worn-out animals. | he strugg]e over
and through the endless riclges and va”egs took over a week, and }39 the time the ]eacling
elements at last returned to the river south of Fort Craig, the column had stretched to almost
1Ci1ct3 miles along the winding mountain trail. | o their relief, the weary and footsore s’cragglcrs
were met at the river }39 units of the 7th Texas sent north }39 Stee]e to escort what was left
of Sib]ey‘s army back to Mesilla. During the last week of APri], as Canby‘s scouts watched
from afar, the long joumcg ended. Of the 2,500 T exans that had marched north in
Februarg, less than 1 ,800 returned‘(ﬁ9>

]n the wake of Sib]eg’s retreat, Canbg returned to [Tort Craig to rest and refit his command
which had also strugglcd ’c}wroug}'n the difficult campaign of long marches and harcL]Cought
battles and skirmishes. Reinforcements were on the way from K ansas and (alifornia, but the
on|9 enemy theg would find would be the still-formidable APache, which would be contained
but not defeated for another twent3~1cive 3ear5.(+o)

After about a month's recupera’cion in the Mesilla va”egl Siblcg and his | exans bcgan their
]ongjourneg home. Sib]ey had no intention of returning. Before he left the Southwest for
the last time, he wrote to his superiorsj T he Tcrritorg of New Mexico is not worth a quarter
of the blood and treasure cxpcndeé inits conquest.” The brigac}c was followed out of the
territory by remnants of Bag]or‘s old command, inc]ucling Sherod [Hunter and his Arizona
Kangers. Kei”9 also returned to T exas, his mission, thanks Part]y to Baylor’s incursions into

Mexico, a total failure. All that remained behind was a small command under Steele to act as



rear guard and to hold on in Fading hopes for Baglor‘s return. At last, as Carleton's
(alifornians drew near, Steele crossed the | exas border on July 8 and (Confederate
Arizona, not quite a year o]cl, died. The Fo”owing Februarg, a new Arizona Territory was
born, but its shape and a”egiance were far different. T he (Jnited States Territorg of
Arizona was carved out of New Mexico, the division this time along a line from north to

south. Less than icty years later, the two territories became the 4r7th and 48th states of the

(Jnion.(41)

Baglor continued his efforts to rebuild his command and breathe life back into (Confederate
Arizona, trave]ing to Richmoncl in May to receive authorization to raise a new " Arizona
Brigadc." Word soon arrived, however, of his extermination order, and Jeﬁcerson Davis
reacted }33 revoking Baglor's commission. Still, Baglor would not give up his dream. Pack in
Texas, he successfuny ran for a seat in the Comceclerate Congress where he continued to
]obbg for a new effort to conquer the West. He was at last reinstated as a colonel and was
ordered back home for one more ’crg. However, the date of his reinstatement was Marc% 25,

1865, and }39 then, it was far too late. The Comcecleracy, like its on|9 territory, would soon
be deacl.(‘i—l)

Could Comceclerate Avrizona have survived if Chivington had not found that wagon train?
Federa] forces were in retreat to [ ort (nion, and a vigorous Pursui’c mig}'nt have c}islodgcd its
occuPants‘ But what then? Colone] Canby‘s aPPeals for he]P had been hearcl, and Kansas
troops were soon on the way. [ad Sibley moved toward Ca]hcornia, how would his
bedragg]ed troops have fared against the fresh (California Column? Supposc someone else
had commanded the Armg of New Mexico? T he impetuous Baglor, Per}waps. Would a more
vigorous, Perhaps more abstinent commander have had better luck against the ravages of
APac}wes, desert, and great distances, not to mention converging Federa]s in all directions?
Coulc} another commander have succeedcdl like Stonewa” Jackson that same sPring of
1862, first striking one suPerior, then another, and another? ] do not believe so. ] believe the
odds were too great. There werejust too many t}wings going against the Comcederacg‘s
efforts in the far West. [1ad ’c}wcg somehow succeeded, would not | incoln have shifted at
least some of his attention to the West? l believe so. ] do not believe the Comcecleracy itself
was ﬂecessarily alost cause. l believe that Comceclerate Arizona was. ]n the CﬂCl, both causes

were lost togct}wcr. F’cr}waps it was all for the best. ]nstcad of a Union and a Comccderacg



stre’cc%ing uneasilg side bg side from the Atlantic to the Fachcicj one dedicated to s]averg and
the other to Freeclom, we gaiﬂecl, at least in theory, one nation, inclivisib]e, with ]iberty and

justice for all.



