INTRODUCTION

While in the past | have Primarib written about the (Confederate Navg, arecent triP to the South- west in which
| visited Mesi”a, Forts Fi”more, Craig and umor\ as well as G|orietta Fass intrigued me regarding this little
known Civil War theater of opcrations. Since my return, | have given you bits of the total Picture, now this is an
attempt to tie those Pfeces together into a formal Presentatfon for your enjogment. Some critical factors
rcgarding these camPaigns and the [Federal responses: Three adversaries were involved, each bent on
destroging the other two- (Confederates, [Federals and APaCl’lﬁS. Seconcng, the availabilitg of water in this arid
land determined the course of each Confcclcrate campaign and the chcra| response, and the Kio Grande
\/a”eg became a highwag for invasions and retreats because of it's Proximitg to the river. [T ach of the forts
mentioned above is located near |arge sources of water. Where water holes had to be dependcd upon, such as
for the advance of the California Column, a&vancing units had to be broken down into squac{s of 100 men as
theﬂ moved across the Iandscape as 100 was the maximum number of men which could be serviced bg many water
holes in any 24 hour Perioc{‘ chcc it would take at least 20 dags for an army of 2000 to advance over a land
where t)‘weg were clcpcnclcnt upon water holes. T his text is broken up into the Fo”owing sections:

Frovisioning the Confederate Southwest CamPaigns
Bay!or’s Campaign

The ]:ecleral Response to the ]nvasion

[Hunter's Arizona CamPaign

Sibleg‘s Campaign

The Federal Retaking of the Confederate Arizona Tcrritorg

Spottccl throughout the above categories are the actual Confederate Pattle and Skirmish Reports 133 the
(Confederate (Commanders as rescarched bg researcher Bill Manlcg‘ T hese do much to give this ogcring the
Havor of the Perioc{.



