JohnJ ack? Swilling

(April i,18%0~ August 12, 1878)

Jack Swi”ing was one of the original founders of the ci’cy of Fl’\oenix, Arizona. e had a dual

reputa’cion for kindness and a rough, toug}w side. Biographers have indicated he may have

killed a dozen or more men, once shooting and killing a man in Wiclcenburg;, Arizona in self-

defense, then scalping him. [ e was also said to be addicted to morp}wine and alcohol.

Born in North (Carolina, he moved to the New Mexico and Arizona | erritories around the
i1850s, Pursuing Prospccting and mining, for newlg discovered gold. By 1860, with the onset
of the Civi] War, he joiﬂecl the Arizona (Guards - then a part of the new]y formed
Comcecleracy - with the Primary intent of helping the Guarcl protect settlers from APache
raiders. By 1862, however, he left the comcedcracy for the (nion Army. According to
research by SWi”ing historian A] Bates (thenatura]american.com), "His service with the
Comcecleracy ended when he refused to Forage livestock from friends and neighbors in the

Finos Altos vicinity. Rather than report for c!iscip]inary action, he and several others
deserted from the CSA 53 then the Comcederate Arm3 in the West was on the run from

the Calhcornia Co]umn lead }33 General Carleton. Car]eton soon hired Jack as a civilian
dispa’cch rider, most likelg on the recommendation of a ( Jnion officer who recentlg had been

Jack's Prisoner.“

[He arrived in F}wocnix from Frescott, Arizona, with friend and co”eague Darre” Duppa in

1867. ln his travels as a rider and scout for the umon, he had been fascinated with the
ancient [Johokam ruins and artifacts, especiallg the extensive network of canals the ancient
|ndians had c!ug to irrigate their fields. [His concept was that the old canals could be re-built
for modern Farmers, and that the soil of the va”eg could suPPort highlg Productive farms.
Within a very short time, the SWi”ing and DUPPa team had watcrﬂowing in a canal.

53 Januarq i, 1868, Swi”ing’s home area, where up to icty more Pioneer homes had been

built }33 this time, was known as Fumpkinvi”c - so named for the imPressive grow’ch of Pumpkins
Jack had earlier Plaﬂtecl a]ong the canals. Darre” DUPPa suggestecl the name FhoenixM]Cor
much like the mgthical Fhoem’x rising from its ashes, a new civilization would soon rise from the
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SWi”ing died injail of natural causes while awaiting trial for a s’cagecoach robberg he did not

commit.

Data from: The SEar]ot [Hall Museum of Arizona; The Sa]t Kiver Frojcct History

Museum of Arizona; http://www.thenatura]american.com/iack swi”ing.htm
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