John Milton Chivington

January 27,1821 ~ October 4, 1892

Jo}m Milton C%iving’con was a 19th century (nited States Armg officer noted for his role
in the New Mexico CamPaign of the American Civil War and in the Coloraclo War. e was
celebrated as the hero of the 1862 Batt]e of G]orieta F’ass, and later became infamous for
his role in the 1864 Sand (reek Massacre.

Chiving’con was born in chanonj O}wio. Drawn to Mct%odismj Chivington decided to
become a minister and was ordained in 1844. During 1857, he worked in a Methodist
missionary exPeclition to the Wganclot PeoP]e in K ansas. Decause of his outsPoken hatred
of slavcrg, C}wivington received a t%reatcning letter from Pro~s|avcr3 members in his
congregation in | 856. As a result the Methodist Church transferred Chivington to a Parish
in Omaha, Nebraska. ]n 1860 Chivington moved with his Familg to Denver, Co]oraclo, having
been made the Presic}ing elder of the Kockg Mountain District of the Methodist C}wurch.

When the American Civil War broke out the gollowing year, (olorado Terri’corg governor
Wi”iam GilPin offered him a commission as a chaP]aiﬂ, but Chivington refused it, sayiﬂg he
wanted to Fight‘ Thus, he was made a major in the 1st Co]oraclo \/o]unteers under Co]onel
Jo}m F. Slough. During chrg Hopkins Sibleg‘s offensive in the [ ast Arizona and New
Mexico Terri’corg, C%ivington led a 41 8-strong detachment to Apac%c Cangon on 26
March 1862, where theg surPrised about 300 Texaﬂs under Major Char]es L Fyron. The
startled | exans were routed with 4 killed, 20 wounded and 75 caP’cuer, while C}wiving’con's
men lost 5 killed and 14 wounded. T his small victory raised morale in Sloug%'s army. On 238
March, Slough sent Chiviﬂgtorw and his 400 men on a circling movement, with orders to hit
Siblcg in the flank once Slough‘s main force had cngagcc} his front at (Glorieta Pass.
C%iving’con got into Position above the Pass, but waited in vain for either Slough or Sibleg
to arrive. Whi]e they were waiting, scouts rePorted that Sibleg’s entire supply train was
nearbg at Johnson's Ranch. Chivington’s command descended the s]ope and crept up on
the unsuspccting supp]g train. Tl‘neg waited for an hour in concealment, then attacked, driving
off or caPturing the small Comceclerate army guarcl detail without anyone being killed or
wounded. Chiviﬂgton ordered the supply wagons burned and the horses and mules to be
slaughtcred. Mcanwhile, the Batt]c of G]oric’c’ca F’ass was raging at Figcon‘s Ranc}w.



C%iving’con returned to Sloug}w‘s main force to find it Fa”ing back in a hurrg. The
Comceclerates had won the Battle of Glorieta Fass. Thaﬂks to Chivington, however, they
had no suPP]ies to sustain their advance and were forced instead to retreat. Chiviﬂgton had
comp]c’cclg reversed the result of the battle and Sibleg‘s men re]uc’cant]g retreated all the way

to Texas, never agaiﬂ to threaten New Mexico‘

Chiving’con carned great Praisc for his decisive stroke at Johnson's Ranch, even ’choug% his
cliscovery of the Comceclerate supply train was accidental. lt has also been suggestecl that
had Chiving’con had hurried back to reinforce Sloug%'s army as soon as he heard the gumcirc
coming from Figeon‘s Ranch, his 400 extra men migl‘nt have allowed the [Federals to win the
Batt]e‘ Chiviﬂgton was unusual in becoming a (minor) mi]itary hero of the Civi] War for an
incident in which no one was actua”g killed or irjured. [Te was aPPointcd colonel of the ist
(Colorado Volunteer Kegimcnt of Cava]rg in April 1862. | he darker side of Chiving’con
was revealed in the comP]aiﬂts of a caPtured Comcederate chaP]aiﬂ, who wrote that
Chivington had threatened to kill the Prisoners that he took at \)o}‘mson’s RancH ln
November 1862 he was aPPointcé brigadier gcneral of volunteers, but the appointmcnt was
withdrawn in Februar9 186%.

Black Kett]e, chief of a group of around 800 most|9 Southern Cheyennes, rePortecl to
Fort L90n in an effort to establish peace. AFter having done so, he and his bancl, along with
some Arapa}wos under the chief Le]ct Hanc}, campec} out at ncarbg Sand Creckl less than
40 miles north. The Cheyenne Dog So]cliers, who had taken part in the conflict with the
whites, were not Part of this encaument‘ Assured by the US govemment’s Promises of
peace, Black Ket’c]c sent most of his warriors to hunt, ]eaving on]g around 60 men in the
vi“agcj most of them too old or too young to Participatc in the hunt. A (S ﬂag was flown
over B]ack Kett]e’s ]oclge as he had been instructed in the Past that "as long as he flew the
American ﬂagl he and his Pcop]c would be safe from (.5. soldiers.

In November, setting out from [Tort L\ljonj (olonel C}wivington and his 800 troops of the
First Colorado Cava]rg, T hird Colorado Cava]rg and a company of [First New Mexico
\/o]unteers marched to their camPsite. On the night of November 28, after Positioniﬂg
themselves around the camp, soldiers and militia drank hcavi]g and celebrated the anticipatcd
Figh’c.m On the morning of November 29, 1864, C}wivington ordered his troops to attack.
One oﬁcicer, CaPtain Silas Soule, believiﬂg the lnclians to be Peacefu], refused to follow
Chiviﬂgton‘s order and told his men to hold fire. Other soldiers in Chivington‘s Force,
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however, immedia’cclg attacked the vi“agc. lgnoring the (15 Flagl and a white Flag that was run
up short]y after the soldiers commenced Firing, Chiviﬂgton‘s soldiers massacred the majority
of its mostlgﬂmarmed inhabitants in an attack that became known as the Sand (Creek

Massacre.

Bc’cwcen 150 and 200 |ndians were estimated dead, nearlg all women and children (in
testimony before a Congressiona] committee, C}wivington gave evidence that 500-600
]ndians were killed and that few of them were women or children ﬂ) One source from the

Chegenne said that about 5% men and 110 women and children were ki”edﬂ

Chiving’con declared that his forces had Fough’c a battle with hostile [ndians and the action
was ini’cia“g celebrated as a victorg, with some soldiers ca“ous]y displaying |ndian bodg parts
as trophies. However, the testimony of Soule and his men forced an investigation into the

incident, which concluded that C}wiving’con had acted wronglg.

Soule and some of the men that he commanded testified against C%iving’con at his court
martial. Chivington denounced Soule as a liar, and Soule was later murdered by a soldier
who had been under Chivington‘s command at Sand Creek‘ SOme believed Chiviﬂgtorw may

have been involved.

Chivington was condemned for his part in the massacre, but he had a]reacl3 left the Armg,
and the gcncra] Pos’c~Civi| War amnesty meant that criminal c}'narges could not be filed
against him. However, an Armyjuclge Pub]icly stated that the Sand Creei( massacre was "a
coward]y and cold-blooded slaughter, sufficient to cover its perpetrators with indelible
imcamyj and the face of every American with shame and inc}igna’cion.” Public outrage at the
bruta]itg of the massacre, Par’cicu]arlg considcring the mutilation of corpses, was intense and it
may have convinced the (15 Congress to later reject the idea of a genera] war against the
|ndians of the midwest.

Because of his Position as a lag Preac}wer, the (nited Methodist (General (Conference
exPressed regret in 1996 for the Sané Creck massacre and issued an aPology for the

"actions of a Promineﬂt Methodist.” bl

Although never Punishecl, Chivington was forced to resign from the Co]orado Militia. Fublic
outrage also forced him to withdraw from Po]i’cics and kcpt him out of (Colorado’s camPaign
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for statehood. ln 1865 he moved back to Nebraska and became an unsuccessful Freight

hauler.

A]Cter living brieﬂy in Ca]hcornia, Chivington returned to Ohio to Farm, later becoming editor
of alocal newspaper. lﬂ 188% he camPaigﬂecl for a seat in the Ohio legislature, but when his
oPPoncn’cs drew attention to the Sand Creek massacre he was forced to withdraw. Hc then
returned to [Denver where he worked as a dcpu’cy sheriff until shor’c]y before his death from
cancerin 1892. | o the end of his lhce, Chivington maintained that Sand Creek had been a
successful opera’cion. [He argued that his cxpcdition had been in response to a series of
murderous raids on white Pcople; but he convcnientlg ignored the fact that he had bc’craycd
his own agreements with the tribes and that the Saﬂcl Creek massacre had Provoked the
Chegenne, Arapaho and elements of the Sioux to ac’cua“g increase their raids on white

settlers and kill even more Peoplc

In 1887, the unincorpora’cec} settlement of C}wiving’con, (Colorado was established and named
after John Chiviﬂgton, as a railroad town on the Missouri Fachcic Railroacl ]ine, Fair]y close to
the massacre site. lt was large|3 clePoPu]ated during the dust bowl days of the 1920s and
1930s, al’chough some bui]dings still remain.

In 2005, a street called C}wivington Dirive in Longmon’c, (Colorado had its name c}wangcé to
Sunrise Drrive }33 the City Counci] due to controversy related to Chivington’s role in the
Sand Creek Massacre.
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4r, George BCﬂt, the son of the Americaﬂ William Beﬂt and a Cheyenne mother, was at
Black Kettle’s vi”age when Chivington’s men struck. Sand (Creek Massacre
National Historical Site has the Fo”owing information: ”On APril 30, 1913, Bent
wrote: ”Aéout 53 men were killed and 110 women and children é/’//cd, 163 in all kifled.

[_ots of. men, womern and children were wounded?

5. MSand Creek Massacre research center suPPorted
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