l_cttcrs from the Front, and Othcr Writings
by BCVCF]\KJ BCCI{CF

Jn the first year of the Civi] War, 3,700 volunteers marched 1,200 miles from San
Antonio, | exas, to G]orieta, New Mexico, %oping to capture the Southwestcm
territor9 for the Comcederacy. ]n their Poignaﬂt letters home and in the touching
entries of thcirjouma]sj the soldiers recorded the harc}s}'nips of the ’criP.

ScPtcmbcr 5,1861

Mﬂ dear (_arrie

We are now stationed about 8 miles from San Antonio where we will Proéab/y
remain 4 or 8 weeks. We have been mustered into the Com[ca/@rat@ Armﬂ for
the indefinite Perfoc/ of the war. W/7@r7 we will get back / can't tell Not / fear
soon 6nou‘gﬁ to eat the Cﬁr/}stmas Tunécﬂ. () never sing " Do ney Miss Me at
f 7’om6. o 7—/73t song now would force my heart into my throat and choke me.
[or no man ever lved as /lzappi/ﬂ at home as [ do. ... [ fear you will miss me too
much and attach too much /}nportance to my absence..Kiss the BOﬂ and give
my love to all the children. K@mcmber me to all

Your, Joﬁn

Shor’cly before he wrote the letter' abovc, 28~9car~olc§ Jo}m Shrops%irc had left his
Fami]y‘s cotton P]antation in Columbus, T exas, to Fight under Brigaclier General
Henrg Hopkiﬂs Sib]ey in the Comcederate Arm9 of New Mexico. Sibleg wanted to
capture New Mexico for the COH]CC&CraC\lj, and after that task was accomp]is}wec}, he
P]armed to conquer much of the rest of the American Southwcst

Shropshirc‘s letters - and thejouma]s and remembrances of other veterans of the
T exas -based force - offer an immediate, Personal imPression of what it was like to
march with 3,700 men over 1,200 miles from San Antonio, | exas, to (Glorieta, New
Mexico, in the middle of the winter of 1861-1862.



Fo“owing their recruitment into the Comccderatc army, the new soldiers armed with
their own guns and ricling their own horses or mules bivouacked in San Antonio for

several months in the late summer and ear|9 Fa”, marching and training before heacliﬂg

for New Mexico.

Shropshircj a lawgcr who was born in Kentuckgl was raised }33 an aunt after his
parents died. [He grew to be a ’ca“l handsome man with t%ick, dark hair and Pa]c blue
eyes. [e settled in T exas after completiﬂg his ]ega] education, Fo”owiﬂg his two older
brothers first to La Grangcj then to Co]umbus. Two years before the outbreak of
the Civil War, Shrops}wire had married Caro]gn T ait of Wilcox Countg, Alabama,
and the bride’s father had given the couple 40 families of slaves as a wedcling present.
The young coup]e also had a babg son, Charles.

| ike other Confederate officers, Shropshirc broug}w’c with him one of his slaves as a
kind of aide~de~camp. T his man's name was Pob, and in his letters SEroPshirc‘s
obser-vations offer insights into the attitudes of 1 50 years ago.

November 14, 1861

505 /s a great /\/egro, aPen[ect 5campyet/am attached to /7//77, /Can it telf W/y.
/ '/Je Professes a great interest in me and mine and / believe he does as well as
his nature will allow W/76/7 we [70ug/7t our wagons he asked me /3[/ was gofng to
have a Mexican to drive us. /t never occurring to him that he was a suitable
person to Perform the feat 777@ candle has burned out. / am Wr/’t/h‘g ég
moon//g/)t. 7 he moon shines very [Dr{g/n‘ in this country.

Bg December, the scarcitg of supp]ics and the harshness of the northern march were
taking a toll on the men.

December 4, 1861

QOlur horses are growing thin. T ell the doctor that | wish now [ had taken his
advice and 5oug/£1t a mule 5o/c//'er//zg 15 a great business. YVe are c;//'rtﬂ and
Aung(y all the time. | he men all Comp/a/n of not Aavfn‘g anﬂtﬁihg to cat [ hereis

a Prosp@ct that we Wf// have to t/)row away our tents.



| ike the other (Confederate volunteers, Shrops%ire Providcd his own horses and
guns forthe camPaigﬂ‘

December 12, 1861

Our horses are l[a////zg very raP/'c//y. Our Cava/ry will be converted to /'m[antry
before we return, / expect. / would write a /ong Jetter /f/ had time. / start in the
morning to the Kio (Grande about 125 miles, in separate Compan/és. A//ﬂ
company starts tirst. | will be commander all [y mﬂse/f. 7 he route is dangerous.
[ he Jndians have been stea///zg mules from some of the commands ahecad.
Kemember me to all Kiss my [705 and take good care of him.

Bg (hristmas, the (Confederates were aPProac}'ning the T exas-New Mexico border.
December26, 1861, Fort Quitman

We arrived at this P/acc fast n/g/)t our mules and oxen broke down, /)avfng been
out 36 hours without water (_hristmas Daﬂ 1861 will be remembered a /ong
time 53 this K@g[ment S /t/70ug/7t ofyou many times anc/ﬁopec/ tﬁatyou were
e/joy/ng a gooc/ time. 7776 eggnog and gooc/ t/whgs you had to cat, / S/hcere{g
/70Pc you had the (gooa’ appctft@ to cry’oy...

Cava/@ on the march have a hard time at best, but 65P6Cfa/[g do f/)@y sutter
when t/wﬂ march t/7roug/7 a wilderness where a scarcfzy of evefgt/ﬁng essential
to comfort Preva/’/s. / canc//’c//ﬂ contess | never would have come this way had |
/mag/hca/ the country was so mean JF] had the Yankees at my a’/sposa[ / would
give them this country and force them to lve in it. [rom the present prospects, /
fear it will be a /O/zg time before / see you again. / fear/ will be temptea/ to
desert yet, or do somctﬁlhg else a’csperatc...Gooa%ﬂc. /</}55 my boy...

A month later, Sibleg‘s Brigac}c had yet to encounter any (nion soldiers.
January 26,1862

JF the enemy should retreat and we have to follow them in winter to [t (rion,

we W/// be worn out and our transportatfon 6/7[”//‘6{9 exhausted b@[orc we can



overtake them. | hen we will have to qu/)f them in a fort - almost /}npossfb/@...
777@ enemy, like the Boa Constr/ctor, 15 turning his C/ammy coils around us
and on/y awaits the CO/T]P/C tion of his coils which is near{g at hand to crush us at
once [ am no soldier and am /ongihg for a release. Mﬂ home with my wite and
little one are more to me than all the f/ags and pomp and circumstance of the
m/’//'tafg...//v this one wearisome march my (m/nc/) has been idle and allowed to
roam at will. /\//any are the I[éiﬁCﬂ castles / have built you and / and our little

one...

B}j Februarg, the | exans had been on the move for five months. |n sPitc of the cold
weather, the scarcity of food and Fue], and the loss of anima]s, theg were anxious to
find (nion troops and to begin to win New Mexico for the Comcedcracy. Theg were

eager to secure the suPPIics and arms stored in the Federal forts to rcplenish their

near|9 CmPt9 SUPP19 wagons.

Among the 30ungest members of the Texas regiments was 17 year old Frivate
E_bineezerz [Hanna of the Third Regiment, ComPax19 C The farm 509 from
Victoria, | exas, had been asked bg his company to be its scribe and record the
camPaign. ]n ear|9 Februarg 1862, he wrote of the soldiers' excitement as the
Comceclerates Fina”g aPProachecl umorw trooPs at ]:ort Craig near \/a]vercle. The
first major clash of the Civil War in the Southwest was near.

]:cbruary 13,1862

..(great excitement about the Yankees. Exp@ct/hg to have a A{g qu/)f when we
get (to [t Cra/g]...we re [)aa//ﬂ Prcparca’ for zflg/)t/h(g... have but litte
ammunition... | acing north wind with sleet and snow ﬂa///ng so hard as to almost
Pc/t the skin off our faces...

A few dags later, he entered this terse c}escrip’cion of the battle.
]:cbruary 21

e marched five miles. 77)6 Yankees met us at the river five miles above [ort
Cra{g (ommenced ifl’r/’ng about 10 o'clock in the morning... We C/ma/:gca’ them
and routed l’/76/77) taken their art///ery, and routed and run them. 777@ battle



ceased at sunsct... f: ederals loss un,énown, on[y / know / seen P/emy of them
/aﬂ//zg on the freld.

DesPite Hanﬂa‘s concern about their lack of arms, the Comceclerates scored a major
victory at Valverde and caPturecl SiX Pieces of arti”erg‘ Oﬂ the <:l39 Fo”owiﬂg his first

experience in battlej [Janna wrote:

We /aﬂ 7] camps. [ think the most m@/anc/)o{y scene | ever witnessed was on the

Va//@y of the K/b Grana’@ where the T@xas BOﬂs thrashed out the Yan,éccs
on the 2 I st c/ay off:elgruary I1862..

]n the clags Fo”owiﬂg the Batt]e of \/alvercle, the Comceclerates seized much-needed
supp]ics. T he ranks were reinforced with c]othing and blankets, food and armaments.

T}wc route north was now open forthe Comcedera’ce advance.

/\gain, Abe [Hanna:
]:cbruary 26

/ had my horse kifled in the battle of \/a/verc/e anc//am now al[oot.../ now feel
the P/casur@ of 5o/c7’/énhg in New Mexico more P/aih[y than / have ever done
5ez[ore, notw/t/75tana//hg the sever/'zy of the climate and the /Llade/H}DS of a
march of a thousand miles over mountains such as is seen in no other
county...w/t/:out wood or water and but little grass and éc/h(g in the dead of
winter and worse than all the horrors that is witnessed on the battletield But ]
never had any Concept/on of the /LIBFG/S/LII}? to be witnessed on such a tr/P unti/ /

had some expcrfcnce on the matter

Jn the first few dags of March, Hanna describes the events of the Preceding dagsj
including a Prolongcd detour caused }33 bad roads on March 5.

/ was more exhausted from this a/aﬂ’s travel than any / had before
exper/encec/. We /ay n camps on the 6th which was very agreeaé/@ as we were
cons/a/cra[)/ﬂ worn out with ourjoumcﬂ on foot. / 7,6/‘6 we got some Hour and

some mutton and 5/766P meats, we now feel consfa’craé/ﬂ



(rcjuvcfnatcfay... A/t/)oug/) it is now the 6th of . Marc/) and in our native 5out/)6m
chmate / have no doubt the weather has shed its g/oomﬂ coat of winter and
everyt/w)g green and growinsg, yet here in this c/reary region spr/}zg has not yet

made its appearance.

The Confederate camPaign lingered t%roug% the cold winter months. \When the
troops found small vi“agcs or camps with wood or feed available, ’ChC\lj rested for a few
clays - giving both men and animals a chance to recover strength and gain shelter from
the weather. T he sparse New Mexico landscapc afforded few comforts. Animals had
Perished, men had died from battle wounds and sickness, and everyone was hungrg.
Much to their clisaPPoiﬂtment, there were few sources of suPPIies on the sParsely
Popu]a’ceé upper Kio (Grande, and the local Popula’cion did not support the

(Confederate cause. [Janna writes:

March 1%

We moved one mile to a (New) Mexican town where we got a Jittle
Prot@ct/bn...wﬁlbﬁ was some better than éel}g out in the woods as we were
Compe//ec/ to throw away our tents on account of not /’75v//zg teams sutticient to
[7/‘//75 them. (On the n/g/)t of the 13th snow again fell The 14th was a warm a’aﬂ
and the snow melted away cons/a/erab/ﬂ, which we was g/aa/ to see for our

quarters were not very Coml[ortaé/e.

59 the end of March, the decisive battles with the ( Jnion forces were near at hand.
On March 26, advance units of the two armies gough’c at the narrow entrance to
Apac}we Cangon, about 25 miles from Santa T:e. cheral trooPs won the dag bg
charging the Confederate ranks, led }39 Major Charles | . Fyron, and Forcing a
retreat. |t was the first (nion victory in New Mexico. Compang ( had campcd about

12 miles away near Galistco. From [Hanna:

[ ate in the evening an express came in to inform us that Mﬁ'or F yron with 300
men had engagcc/ a Partﬂ of Yan,éees on the road from 5ar7t/fee to /: ort
(Jrion at about 12 miles from us... | he third regiment had J’ust arrived a few
hours before and we Packca’ our [Daggage and the teams were rcady) and bﬂ

sunset we was in motion. 7—/[16 road that we had to travel was very roug/7 as we



neared the mountains; Consequcnt{y the wagons was sent (on) another road
which was some farther with a detail of men to guarc/ them. 7—/7@ n{'glllt was very
cold so we traveled l[ree{g. On reac/w)g the cangon t/7roug/7 which the road run
we came to a very 51‘66p mountain and the horses which drew the artf//crﬂ was
wearied. 7776& was not able to draw the arf/'//erﬂ to the toP of the mountain, 50
t/wy were COITIPC//CG/ to be taken up ég /LIBHG{ and to BCCOMP/IS/LI t/llfs, /ong ropes
were fastened to them and we went to work and after an hour or two's Woné, we
succeeded in gcttfng them to the top... W@ soon reached a ranch not far from

where the enemy was. /t was now about 3 o'clock in the morn/rg

[anna’s account of this m’ght march to the mouth of APache Caﬂyoﬂ is from his last
journal entry. [His final words recount the burial of the dead from the Ba’ctle of

APache Cangon:

And twas a’urfng the a/aﬂ of the 2 7th that we had the trial of éurﬂfn‘g the first
one of the members of Companﬂ C 7—/[16 enemy did not make their
appearance c/ur/ng the c/ay.

Oﬂ March 28, the two armies Fought the Batt]e of G]orieta‘ ComParecl to Civil War
battles in the [~ ast, it was a small Fig}w’c. The (nion had 850 soldiers on the field; the
(Confederates numbered 1,200. T he troops Fought Fiercelg for six or seven hours in
the narrow canyon. At the CﬂCl, the Texans held the field of batt]e, so both sides
t}woug}w’c the Comccderatcs had won. T}wcg didn't know then that a band of 400
umorw soldiers guiclecl by Colone] Manuel Chaves, a New Mexican familiar with the
mountainous terrain, had circled around the battle and encountered the
(Confederates’ largc supplg train. | he (Jnion troops burned ncar]g 80 supplg

wagons anc} slaug}wterec} hundreds OF }“IOFSCS and mules.

With no supp]ics and no hOPC of reinforcements, the (Confederates were forced to
retreat from New Mexico. Sib]ey‘s P]an to extend the Comceclerate boundaries to

the Fachcic was vanquis}wed.

T}wc observations of Jo}m T. F’oe, recorded in REM]N]SCENCES OF
THE BOYSIN GRAY 1861 - 1865, COMFILED BY MISS MAMIE



YEARY (1986 Momingsic}c) many years ]a’cer, summed up the T exans' six-month

camPaign:

The okﬂ'ect of Sib]ey‘s Expedition to New Mexico was to capture millions of dollars
worth of mi]itar9 stores for the use of the Comcederate Army. This was a fine
stratcgic move, but we were not Preparec}. Wc had no clot%ingl Hankets, and no Place
to draw from. [Jad no ar’ci”crg and were on]g armed with shot guns. We captured the
\/a]vercle battery of six Pieces, and we had them with us when we Fought our last battle.

We never lost a gun.

John Shrops%ire was killed on the battlefield. [is comrade James (Carson described
SEroPshirc‘s death 58 years later in a letter to the (Jnited Daughtcrs of the
Comcecleracy, Shropshire{/lpton Chapter.

...M(?org/rops/ﬁre ordered me to take my company and drive the enemy out,
which was the last order he ever gavc...5/7rop5/7/r@ and | were /@aa’/ng the
C/)a/gcf, and he was shot in the head and killed /’nstant/ﬂ when we was...about 10
steps of the enemy. Aft@r the 55#/@, [ with others of my comrades got the
5049 and took ﬁt) down in the va//ey and buried it. [Je was the best friend /
ever had. [7e was one of (God'’s noblemen and his spi’r/’t s0 /70@ it would not
stain the Purest (5roo,é) that sparé/es among the bowers of blss. / feel that /
can see him now, Peep/@g f/LlFOng/LI the... curtains of | '/Jeaven, awaiting and
wa tcﬁfng the coming of his chivalrous kn{gﬁts.

Shropshircj too tall for the coffins intended for officers, was buried on the field of
battle rather than in Santa [Te with other officers.

Abc [Hanna, Possiblg the youngest soldier at the ba’ctle, was also killed. [His friend
Al]cred Feticolas recorded Haﬂna‘s death:

...A[’?@ /—]'arma was shot down on the left in 30 yards of the enemy. Jaée
[Tenson, who was on the same side, coming a/ong and seeing Abe down, went
to him, gave him water, and [)cfgan to Pic,é the stones from under him. W/w’/@ ina
,énee///zg Pos/t/'on over his wounded frf@na{ [Fenson was shot and killed... Aée
[Tanna died about an hour in the n{gﬁt very 63511/9. [Te was shot in the loins and



bled /hwara/{y. [Te said he felt no Pa/h save that his imbs were numb and dead
from his /7/P5 down... 7—/51u5 ended the battle of G/or/@ta Va//eﬂ...

The next clay both armies gatherecl their dead. The Uﬂion soldiers buried their
comrades in Santa ]:e. The Comcederates buried 31 men close to where theg had
fallen. Confederate Private Brinueg Tglcr REMINISCENCES OF THLE
BOYSINGRAY 1861 -1865) tells:

And soon we went about (gat/)cfr/hg up our dead analputtfng them away,
which we did the best we could. We c/ug a hg hole /afge enoug/7 for t/llem, and

faid them two a’ccp, and sprcaa’ one /aﬂcr of blankets over t/wm) and filled in on
them with dirt. Jt was bad. Put the best we could do.

One hundred and twcntchivc years after the dag the slain Comccc}eratcs were put in
the cold New Mexico earth, a Glorieta man discovered their graves while cligging a

foundation for his house.

FForensic ana]ysis of the bones and on-site evidence from the excavation made it
Possiblc for the Museum of New Mexico's Office of Arc}waco]ogical Studies to
Positive|9 icleﬂthcg three sets of remains inc]ucling SEroPshire and [Hanna.”

SEroPshire wore two rings, inc]ucling a de]icate, silver one - Perhaps a keepsake from

his wife - on his left hand.

Haﬂna, the scribe for Compaﬂy C, was buried with a leather Pouch containing a
clerk's Pcncil and pen nib.

At the request of the Socictg of Skrops%iresj Jo}m Shropshire‘s remains were re-
buried in i 990 alongside the graves of his parents in Kentuckg.



ENDNOTES

i. The Shrops}ﬂ'rc letters and the Hannajoumal texts in this article are from
transcriptiorws of original maﬂuscripts and have been edited for ease in reading
|nformation in Parentheses was added }39 the editor. SEropshire’s letters and
the Carson letter courtesy of the Unite& Daug%tcrs of the COH)CC&CFaC\lj,
Shropshirc (/lp’con Chaptcr, (Columbus, T exas. Hanna'sjouma] is from the
[Holbrook Co”ection of the T exas State Library, Austin. Fetico]as‘sjourna]
is from REPBE LS ON THE RIO GRANDE: THE CIVIL WAR
JOURNAL OF AB. FTETICOLAS, Alberts, Don [, (University of
New Mexico Fress, i 984.

2. [Hanna's first name was spe”ed several ways in official records and other
writings.

3. See Cheryle Mitchell's story, “THE. SECOND BATTLE OF
GLORIETA"



