|_etter from | jeut. Gcorgc Pettis

T}wis is a letter from | ieutenant George F’c’ctisj writing to his wife in Februarg 1864
from [Tort Sumner, New Mexico.

[ort Sumner, New Mexico,
Feéruary 26th, 186+

A//ﬂ dear l/l/l}[e.-

Jt is now so /on(gr since | have heard from you, that / [765//7 to think that you have
qu/t writing. /t /s e(/'ua/[g a /ong time since / have written to you, but / have travelled

many a weary mile and Passca’ many a Co/af cheerless n/g/)t, since / wrote you [ast.

[ wrote to you [ast from /\//f/ftarﬂ post of [ os ﬁhos, New Mexico,— WC//) on the
Tth of the present month [ left that post, with 44 men of my company, Aavfng in Cﬁargc
243 /\/avajo /na//ans, 81 of whom were mern, the balance were women and C/LII/G/FCHJ‘ the
Indians Compr/}sca’ all ages, from the old man or woman of a hundred years, to the
suckfng babe; some of them were taken prfsoners a/urfng the late cxpca//’t/bn of Col
Kt Carson, against that na tion; their fathers or brothers ha ving been killed in ba tt/c;
others of them came into the /:orts I/V/hgatc and Canég ana/gave themselves up as
prfsoncrs. [ had 16 wagons each drawn [75 8 mu/cs, which rcqufrca/ about 35 Mexican
teamsters; so you sce that with so/a//brs, /na//ans, Mexicans, etc., etc, / had qu/tc a
Commanaf but it rec]u/rcc/ a constant v{g[/ance on my part to prevent them from rising, iF
t/:eﬂ wished so to do—and mura’crfng us; also to prevent them from escaplhg | was
ordered to brfng them to this post, ( Fort 5umncr); it is situated on the Kio /D ccos, and
is about due east from [ort Cra/g, —you will find it rcaa///ﬂ ona /argc map.



/\//ﬂ dear wite, this is a terrible P/aC@,' it is intended to make it the final home of all the
/nc//ans in this country; there are about fifteen hundred here now,—— /\/av(?os and
Apac/ws, and as many more are expcctec/ here c/ur//zg the next three mont/ms; there
are five small compan/cs, /hc/uc/fng mine, of soldiers /)cre, and it rcqufr@s our constant
attention to took out for t/llem, As fast as any //7d/é/']5 are taken in any Pan‘ of the
country, i’/ileﬂ are sent here. 7776 Kio /D ccos is a litte stream W/nc///zg f/LlFOng/LI an
immense p/a/h, and the wateris tcrrfé/c, and it is all that can be had within 50 m//65,~ /tis
full of alkali and operates on a person ke castor o//,- take the water, heat it a /ftt/c,
and the more you wash ﬂourse/l[ with common s0ap, the dirtier gyou will get. We are one
and all /ook/h(g very anx;bus/y for the 16th of A ugust, when we will be aflowed to go to
our homes. Capta/n Cremonﬂ is here with his company; he isin very good health.

7—/46 mail came in toa/aﬂ, but [>rou(g/)t no letters from gou. / will write to you [75 the
next marl. G/’vc my rcspects to all My warmest love to ﬂoursc/f and 53[’7/’65, and believe

me to 56 cver

Your Jo ving husha nd,
G@orgc.

Direct your Jetters to

[_iéut (yeo. |7 /Dcttfs,

Company ’K 7 Jst Ca//[orn/a /n[antrﬂ,
/: orfﬁumncr,

New Mexico.

Via Denver Cli:y



