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Lieutenant Colonc| West, circa 1861

Brigaclicncenera! Joscph R. West was born in the state of | ouisiana, but in carlg
manhood took up his residence in Ca]hcornia, and from there enlisted as a soldier for
the Mexican war. [ ]e became a Private in the mounted volunteers Ju!g 17, 1847; was
Promotcd caPtain Ju]g 25; was later attached to the Marg!ancl and District of
Columbia voluntecrs, and was honorablg mustered out of the service on Augus‘c 10,

1848.

He then returned to Ca]hcornia, in which state he was residing at the time of the
outbreak of the Civil war. On Aug. 5, 1861, he was commissioned lieutenant-colonel

of the ist Calhcomia \/o!untccr ]nfantrq which was organizecl in pursuance of the

President’s first call upon the state of Calhcornia for troops.

On the complction of the organization the regiment moved to Camp | atham, between
Los Ange!cs and Santa Monica. On Jur\c i, 1862, Lieutcnant Co!onel Wcst was
Promotcd to the Position of colonel and the regiment became a part of the Calhcornia
column, under command of Prigadier (General Carleton, which marched from San
Fcclro to the Rio Grancle and assisted in the recapture of New Mexico. Co]or\c!
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West was warmlg commended in (Carleton's official report of the cxpedi’cion, and was
recommended for Promotion. Said Carleton: | send you a set of colors which have
been borne by this column. Theg were hoisted by Colonel West on f:orts
Breckinridge and Puchanan, and over | ucson, Ariz.," etc.

Oﬂ Oct‘ 25,1862, Co]‘ West was commissioned brigadier~genera] of volunteers and
continued to serve in that capaci’cg until the close of the war, being honorablg
mustered out Jan. 4, 1866, when he was given the brevet rank of major~gcncra1 of

vo]unteers.

Brigadier (General West died October 31, 1898.



