Fl‘voto courtesy of Nesbitt Memorial L,ibrary, Co]umbus, Texas

Major John 5 Shropshire was commander of ComPaﬂy A, 5th T exas Regimeﬂt of
Mountecl \/o]unteers. He was a lawger who moved to Texas in 1854 at age 22. He later
acquiredl throug}w his Fa’cher~in~1aw, about 40 families of slaves. The 1860 Ccnsus lists his
Persona] Propertg at $50,500 and 62 slaves. He resided in Co]umbus, TX

During the War, he commanded his company at Apache Cangon and the Ba’ctle of
G]orietta Fass (5/7_8/1 862) where he was K]A Because he was a very tall man, several
accounts note that his bocly did not fit into the wooden casket acquired for him and therefore
he was wrappcd in blankets and buried on the battlefield. From the letter of a comrade who

was present at his death, it was reportcd that he was buried as an individual, not in the mass

grave of the other K]A Comcederate soldiers.

Major Shrops%irc was re-buried on Augus’c 5, 1990, with mi]itarg honors at his bir’chplace in
KY alongside his parents. This action was taken at the request of the ]ntemationa] Society

of Shropshire’s.

There isa chaPter of the United Daughters of the Comcecleracy in Co]umbus, TX that is
named for Major Shropshire and another (Confederate soldier.

The Fo”owing is an extraction taken from reference 2, regarding Major Shropshire and his
company after departing for New Mexico in the fall of 1861.



Shropshirc‘s company, and the rest of Siblcg‘s Brigac}e, set out for New Mexico in late
1861. Moving up the Kio Graﬂcle River, shadowed }39 u 5 Forces, the two armies met at
\/a]vercle, where, on Februarg 21, the second and final clay of the battle, Shropshire’s
company suffered 23 casualties, on]y one of whom was killed on the battlefield. [{enderson
was burned in the face and neck }39 a nearby explosion, but continued to carry out his duties.
Shropshire, for his elcForts, won a Promotion to major and was given command of four
companies. Wrigh’c was elevated from first-lieutenant to caP’cain to take his P]ace. Beckwith
and a half dozen other members of the company were transferred to the new \/alverdc
Batterg, a unit created to oPerate the several arti”ery Pieces the army caPturecl at \/a]verde‘
Siblcg, wisclg or not, continued up the Kio (Grande, stopping }Jricﬂg at Socorro to establish
a %ospita]. There, Compang A left its men who had been seriouslg wounded at Valverde,
iﬂcluding | ieutenant [Hubbard and Privates Augustus |. Baker, Robert Carter, Sugielcl
C]appl Jo}m chrg David, A L (arow, Man]g Know]tonj Albcr’c Ga“atin Mi’cc%c“,
Samcord Futnam, and Jo}m Stolts; and two men who were i“l AsHeg Cartcr and Robcr’c
Morgan, Jr. 5hort|9 aFterwarcl, Hubbard, David, and Futﬂam would die of their wouncls,
and, on March 11 , Ashley Carter would die of his disecase.

The rest of Company A continued with the brigade toward Albuquerquc On March 16,

CaPtain Wright was designatecl an assistant quartermaster and transferred to regimental
heaclquarters‘ We”s was elected to replace him as company caPtain. He must certainlg have
been disappointcd in his first taste of combat as company caPtain. At a skirmish at Apac%c
Cangon on Marc% 26, he led his command too far forward, then failed to retreat in time.
Though none of his men were killed or serious]y wounclecl, a great many, iﬂcluding John O
A“cnj Ferd [T Calc}we”, Wi“iam | . David, Thomas 7. Goode, George K. (uinn, Joe]
Thomas Kinc}rcd, E]l T. Matthews, Wi”iam 1. Newsom, Augus’c Sc}wbertj Jamcs Watt
Tinuer, Lovarcl T. Tooke, and John B Wimcree, all of whom had been residents of

Colorado Countg two years carlier, were capturcd. Tookc was captured in a somewhat
comical manner, when he and another man both tried to hide under a rock which was onlg }Jig
enough to conceal one of them. Two clays later, ina bruta], Hooclg encounter with a fresh
federal army at (lorieta Pass, Sibleg‘s campaign in New Mexico was brought to its effective
end. What remained of Compang A sustained four casualties. T hree men were wounded,
and one, Seaborn Jones, was killed. Wils Ponds, who had been Promoted lieutenant, was
aPParently caPtured‘ [He would died at Fort umorw on APri] i4. ]n aclclition, the comPaﬂy‘s



original caP’cain, Shrops}wire, was also killed at G]oriettaj shot in the head, reportec”g }33 a
umorw Private named George W. Fierce. Shropshire’s slave, who subsequent]y became
known as Bob Shropshire, returned to ComPax19 A and stagecl until the war's end.
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