FPROVISIONING THE CONFEDERATE CAMFAIGNS

Georgian David [~ manuel T wiggs was the son of a distinguished Revolutionary War Officer. Born in 1790,
he was a favorite of Andrew Jac‘(son. Twiggs‘ mi!itary career sParmed 50 years and included service in the War
of 1812, the Seminolc War, the Black Hawk War and the Mexican War during which he was brevetted to
Major General for meritorious conduct at Mor\terreg. Fo”owing the Mexican Whar, Twiggs was given command
of the DePartment of Missouri heac]quarterecl in St. | ouis, a post he held until his retirement in 1857. This
retirement was to be short-ived. |n November 1860, at age 70 and no Ionger suited to command, he was recalled
to active c]utg and given command of the DePar’cment of T exas }33 President Buchanan. At that time, waggs
was second in seniority to Winfield Scott and was in line to assume the duties of Commander in Chief had
Scott retired. T he lﬁeadquar’cers of the DePartment of T exas was in San Antonio which also served as the

main ciuartcrmastcr dcpot for suPPIics to the 17 Texas forts under Twiggs‘ span of control.

Twiggs arrived in San Antonio and took command in a c{epartment beset b}j the issue of secession. |n Januar\g,
1861, the | exas Iegislaturc aPProvcc{ the ca”fng of a Secession (onvention. On Januarg 28, 1861, the
Secession (Convention assembled and Passed bg avote of 1 68-7 an Ordinance of Secession, which Provic{ecl
for the final separation of Texas from the (nion. During the month, a Committee of Fublic Safety was
aPPointec{ to negotiate with Twiggs the surrender of all [Federal forts with their arms and equipment within the
state. | o give further teeth to their negotiations, the Committed of Fublic Safety aPPointccl Ben
McCullough (later killed at the battle of Pea Ridge) the task of raising a militia to insure the surrender.

Though a Southem sgmpathizer, Twiggs Procrastinatec{ because his clutg was clearlg to retain all Fec{cral
roperty. | urther, he also did not want to be the man to fire the first shot in a Civil War. He reported the

property P

situation to Washington asking for guiclance, but got none from the lame-duck Bucl’xanan administration.

Dceming negotiation to be a failure, the commissioners ordered Pen McCu”ough to seize the San Antonio
garrison. On Februarg 16, 1861 about 1000 | exan militia united with secessionist San Antonio militia
comPanies and surrounded the 3 garrison builclings manned bg 160 troops. A detail was sent to Twiggs‘ house,
intcrcepted him on his way to work in a buggy and brought him at shotgun Point to Pen McCu”ougH
McCullough demanded surrender of the garrison. At first T wiggs refused, but finally he surrendered the
installation in San Antonio and further agreed to evacuate all 17 | exas forts on condition that the troops
would be allowed to take their weapons and light arti”cry to Corpus (Christi where theg would embark on ships
sailing to the north.

Tl’;e evacuation of the northern trooPs was never completecl for Po|itical and distance reasons. f:or cxample
Fort Bliss near EI Faso was 550 miles from Sar\ Antonio. Much time was needed to get clispatclﬁcs thcre, and

have the troops march across Tcxas to their dcpar’curc destination.



Additiona”g, the Confederate government considered Twiggs agreement with T exas to be null and void. [ arl
Van Dorn stopped the evacuation and imPrisoned the Fedcral troops at CamP Tylcr for the duration of the

war.

General Twiggs was accused of treacherg and fired. [e became a Confederate Ma)’or (eneral but died 6

months later.

Thus the Texas Comceclerates gained the arsenals, borderforts and logistical suPPort of an army. Much of
this material was later used in the Confederate camPaigns in the South-west.



