JAMES REILY

(1811-1864)

Jamcs Kcilyl law\tjerj c}iplomatj legislator, and Comcedcra’ce Armg officer, was born in
Hami]ton, Ohio, on Ju]y 3, 1811, the second of five children of John and Naﬂcg
(Hunter) Kcilg. [e had an excellent secondarg education and received a bachelor's
dcgrec in 1829 from Miami Univcrsit}j, where his father was a trustee. [ e then began
the stucl9 of law at Transg]vam’a waiversitg, Lexington, Keﬂtucky.

Kei|9 married E_”Cﬂ [Hart Ross, a granclniece of Henrg Clay, in Lexington on March
4, 1834. A’c about the same time he was converted from the Fresbytcrian to the

Episcopal faith. [ e was also a Mason.

A}C’cer his admission to the bar, he established a Practice at \/icksburg, Mississippil
cluring the summer of 1 8%5, and there his son Jo}m was born. Sometime after March
2, 18%6, he moved to Texas, where he received a head rig}wt of 1,280 acres. He

settled his Fami]y in Nacogdochcs and served as a major in the Army of the chublic
of T exas and aide~de~camp to | homas _J. Rusk.

59 January 18%8 Rei]y had become Kusk‘s law Partner, and when Kusk was elected
chieﬁustice of the state Supreme Court, theg moved their offices to Houston, the
capi’cal of the repub]ic. This Partncrship continued until the summer of 18%9, when
Kei|9 went into Partnership with James | ove. About this time Rei|9 served as caPtaiﬂ
of a volunteer imcaﬂtrg company;, the Mi]am Guarcls. That year he was aPPointed by
Fresident Mirabeau B5. | amar to sell $1 million in | exas government bonds in New
Orleans but was unsuccessful. |n 1840 Kcilg was nominated }33 | amar for district
attorney of the ]:hcth Judicia] District, but oPPosition from the Senate led to a
withdrawal of the nomination. Rei]y rePresentcé [Harris Countg in the [House of
chrescn’catives of the [Tifth Congress of the rePublic, 1840-41, and was appointcd
by Sam [Houston as chargé draffaires for the rePublic in Washington, DC, where
he arrived on March 8, 1842. [ e ncgo’ciateé with secretary of state Danie] Webster
a treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, which the (nited States Senate failed
to rati{g‘ A]though [Houston reaPPointed him to the same post, Rei]g’s confirmation
failed because of his ou’cspokcn oPPosition to annexation. During the Mexican War
Kcilg commanded a | exas regiment. On Mag 6, 1852, he served as chairman of the



state Whig party convention but soon thereafter broke with the party because its
Presiclential nominee, Wimcie]d Scott, oPPosed slavery. Rei|9 was elected to the
House of the ]:hcth Texas Legis]ature, 185%-54, as a Democrat and later, under the
administration of James Puchanan, was named (Jnited States consul to St
Fetersburg‘ [He arrived in the Russian caPita] on August 6, 1856, but, Fincling the
climate not to his likiﬂg and the cost of liviﬂg too high, clePartecl on August 2% and
resigncc} from London on Septcmber 2%,

Kcilg was an ardent secessionist. (On Augus’c 20,1861, he acccpteé a commission as
colonel of the Fourt% Tcxas Moun’ced \/o]un’ceers. T}wis regiment served in Gen.
Henrg . Sib]ey‘s Arizona Brigacle with | t Co]‘ Wi”iam Reacl 5curr9 as its
second in command. Kcilg‘s first assignment was a c}iploma’cic mission to (_hihuahua
and Sonora from Januarg t}wroug% April 1862, and thus he missed his regiment's
involvement in the battles of \/a]vercle and G]orieta. [His son John, however, served in
those conflicts as first lieutenant and commander of the arti”ery of his father's

regiment. Rei]g rejoincd his regiment and was killed in action at the battle of Camp
Bislancl on Bayou Teche near Franklin, | ouisiana, on APril 14, 1864.
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