WILLIAMREAD SCURRY

(1821-1864)

Wi”iam Read Scurrg, Public official and army officer, was born in Ga“atinj
Tennessee, on Februarg 10, 1821, the son of Thomas J and Catheriﬂe (B]eclsoe)
Scurry. [Te arrived in T exas on Junc 20, 18%9, and was issued a third-class land
grant }33 the San Augus’cinc (Commissioners Poard in January 1840. e was
licensed to Practice law before he was twenty-one and aPPointecl district attorney of
the fifth judicial district in 1841. ”Young Scurrg is aPPointcé District attorney,”
Adolp%us Sterne wrote in his c}iar\lj, “[)aa/appofntmcnt | respect the young man but
will not do for that very, very, very resPOﬂsiHe office.” 5curr9 became aicle~cle~camp
to | homas Jefferson Rusk in 1842 and reprcsentcé Red River Coun’cy in the Ninth
Congress of the chublic of T exas in 1844 and 1845. As a member of the [Jouse
of RePresentatives in 1845, Scurry was energetic and effective in his support of the
annexation of T exas to the umted States. During the Mexican War he enlisted as
a Priva’cc in Col. Gcorgc T. Wood's Second Regimentl T exas Mounted
\/o]unteers, and was Promotecl to major on Ju]g 4, 1846. A]Cter the war he Practicecl
law in C]inton and for a time was the owner and editor, with JosePh Wade HamPton,
of the Austin State (azette, which he sold in 1854 [n 1856 Scurry and Jo}m J

| inn were Victoria County de]egates to the state Democratic nominating convention

in Austin.

A]Cter rePreseﬂting Victoria, DeWitt, Jackson, and Calhoun counties in the
Secession (onvention, Scurry entered (Confederate service in Julg 1861 as the
lieutenant colonel of the [Fourth T exas Cavalrg and greatly distinguishcd himself
cluring the Comceclerate invasion of New Mexico while commaﬂcliﬂg the Comcederate
forces at the battle of Glorieta. Hc was Promo’cec} to colonel on Marc}'n 28,1862, and
to brigadicr gcncra] on Scptember 12, 1862, and Pla\lje& a vital role in the
Comceclerate recaPture of Ga]veston on January i,186%. When he was assigned to
command the T hird Brigac}c of Walker's T exas Division in October 1863, Capt.
F. P Fcttg wrote, "(Genl. Scurry has been assigned to our command in Place of
Genl. McCulloch-He has reached here and assumed command. | am well Pleasecl with

him. ] knew him well in T exas. [Heis a Fighter and those who follow him will go to the
(Cannon's mouth.” Scurrg commanded the ] hird Brigadc at the battles of Mansfield



and Pleasant Hill in April 1864 and was immec’iate]g transferred with his command to
Arkaﬂsas to he]P to rePe] the wing of the federal army commanded by i:reclerick
Steele, then marching toward Northeast Texas. Scurry was wounded at the battle
oFJenkins Ferrgl on APril 30, 1864, but refused to be carried to the rear. A federal
attack overran the P]ace where he lay, and for two hours his wound was unattended.
Wheﬂ his brigacle regaiﬂecl the field he asked, "ave we whiPPecl them?" On being
told that the battle was won, Scurrg repliec}, “Now take me to a house where l can be
made comfortable and die easy." [e was buried in the State Cemc’ccrg at Austin in
May 1864. | ieutenant (Governor F]etcher 5 Stockcla]e delivered the funeral
oration, and after the war the state erected a thirtcenﬂ%ot%igh white marble shaft
over his grave. Scurrg was married to Janette (Jeannitte) B5. Sutton on December
17, 1846; the couple had seven children. He was the brother of Richarclson A
Scurrg and the uncle of T homas Scurrg. Scurrg Countg is named in his honor.
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