HENRY HOFPKINS SIBLEY
(1816-1886)

chrg Hopkins Siblcg, the son of Samucl Hopkins and Margaret J. (McDonach
Sibleg, was born at Natchitoches, | ouisiana, on May 25, 1816. [1e was the
granc}son of the influential Dr. John Sibley. When Siblcg was seven his father died,
and the }JOH was taken by his mother to live with on uncle in St. (Charles, Missouri.
[e attended the (Grammar Schoo] of Miami umversity at O)qcorcl, Ohio, and then
moved to | ouisiana to live with his granchcat}'ner, who became the }Joy‘s ]ega] guardian
and obtained his aPPointment to the (nited States Mi]itarg Acac}em\lj. Althoug% set
back one year, Sibley graduated from West Foint in 18%8. With a second
lieutenant's commission in the Second Dragoons, Sibley saw action in the Second
Scminolc War. Whilc on leave he married C%ar]ottc Kenda” at (Governor's lslandl
New York, in 1840; theg had two children. ]n 1847 he was Promoted to caPtaiﬂ and
given command of ComPa|19 | of the Second Dragoons‘ In the Mexican War Sibley
was brevetted a major for bravery at Mede”fnj near \/cracruz, and goug%t at Ccrro
(Gordo, Contreras, (Churubusco, and Molino del KCQ‘ In Mexico he became snow-
blind while attemPtiﬂg an ascent of Mount FoPocatéPetl. From 1850 to 1854 Sibley
and his company were stationed on the T exas frontier—at [Tort (Graham, [Tort

Croghan, Fhantom Hx” on the Clear ]:ork of the Brazos (5@@ FOKT
FHANTOM H]LL), and at Fort Belknap, where he conceived the idea of the
Siblcg Tent after visiting a (Comanche vi”age. The Sibley tent, derived from a
Comanc%c stg]e, was conica], with a center Polc affixed to a tripod at the bottom.
Within it a fire could be lit, and smoke would escape through a hole in the top. The

tent was sPacious and comfortable in cold weather.

Siblcg and his company were stationed in K ansas hclping to que” the violence over
the slavcrg qucs’cion, andin 1857 thcg marched throug}w the winter tojoin the Mormon
Expedition at [Tort Bric”er‘ ]n Utah Sib]eg was court-martialed as a result of a feud
with his regimcn’cal commander, Fhi]ip St Gcorge Cookc. [1e was afterward sent to
New Mexico Tcrri’corg, and the Second Dragoons were in the unsuccessful Navajo
CamPaign of 1860. He was later stationed at Femando de Taos and at ]:ort
umon, where he resignecl from the army. e went to Richmoncl, \/irgiﬂia, and there
Persuadcd chcrson Davis to adop’c a grandiosc P]an to seize not on]y New Mexico



but also (Colorado and (California for the COHFC&CraC\lj. (ommissioned a brigac}ier
genera], Sib]ey went to San Antonio, where he he]Pecl organize three regiments of
T exans into Sibleg’s Brigade. He then launched an invasion of New Mexico,
marched his army across Wcs’c Tcxas to T:or’c Blissj and defeated the federals under
Col. E_clwarcl R 5 Canby near ]:ort Craig in the bloody battle of \/a]verde on
Februar9 21, 1862. Moving up the Rio (Grande the “Army of New Mexico" seized
Albuquerque and Santa [Te and moved on [Tort (Jnion. High in the Sangre de
(Cristo Mountains at (Glorieta [ass, Siblcg‘s Texans beat a federal force of
Coloraclo "Fikes Feakers“ on March 28,1862, but lost their entire supply train to a
raiding party. Forced to evacuate the terri’corgl Siblcg bcgan a disastrous retreat
t}wroug}w the mountains. [ e reached San Antonio in the summer of 1862, %aving lost
a third of his men in New Mexico. Sib]eg was summoned to Richmond to answer
c}wargcs filed against him as a result of his poor leadcrship during the New Mexico
campaign. [He assumed command of his brigac}e again in | ouisiana in 186%. [is
climinishing ]eadership and heavg clrinkiﬂg became esPecially evident cluring the battle
of Bis]aﬂcl, and he was ordered court-martialed }39 (ien. Richarcl Tag]or‘ A]though
acquit’ccdl he was removed from command. After the war Sibleg went to New
Or]eans, Richmonc}, and New York, where he was recruited into the E_gyptian army
as a genera] in 1869. ln E_ggpt he was P]aced in charge of the construction of coastal
fortifications, but because of his growing alcoholism and incompe’cenccj he was
dismissed by the khedive in 1873. Sib]ey spent the last years of his life in poverty at
Fredericksburg, \/irgiﬂia, where he lived with his daughter. There he wrote magazine
articles, ’caug}'nt French, worked on several mi]i’carg inventions, and continued his ]ega]
efforts to obtain roga]ties on the Sibleg T ent. [He died on August 2%, 1886, and
was buried in the Fredericksburg City Cemeterg‘
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