SIBLEY'S CAMFAIGN

f”]enry }“lopicins Sibleg of | ouisiana was less than a model officer l’laving deficiencies of character which
resulted in his having difficulties getting along with superiors, alcoholism and an inability to manage his finances.
f”]e was to prove to be one of the worst Comte&erate genera|s ever to be aPPointecl to command. f”]is
deficiencies were evident even at West Foint which he commenced attending atage 17. [He failed one year and
was held back. [e was arrested for mal(ing a false report, yet he graduated and received a commission to the
Second Dragoons. This in itself was surPrisfng as assignments upon gracluatfon at West Point were based on
class ranking. Those with the top marks were assigncd to engineering, while those with the lowest marks were
assignec] to the imcantrg. Sibleg’s class rankfng therefore fell somewhere toward the middle of his class. e

subsequentla served well in the Mexican War where he was decorated for braverg and rose in rank.

|n the mid 1850's he was assigncd to [Tort Bc”(nap, Texas. T here he dcsignccl the SiHeg tent for use bg the
troops in the field. T he tent was adoPted 135 the War DePartment, but while accePtable for semi- permanent

ocations, was impractable wi roops on the move due to it's size an e space it used in transport.
locations, practable with troop th due to it d the space it used in transport

|n 1860, Siblcg was assigncc{ to New Mexico to {:ight Nava_jos and Prior to resigning his commission in M89
1861, was in command at (Cantonment Burgwin at | aos and [Tort (Jnion. uPon his resignation, he immediatelg
traveled to Richmond where he won a (Generaley and approval from Jefferson Davis for recruiting a brigade of
T exas volunteers to occupy New Mexico, seize the rich mines of (olorado Territory, then turn west througlﬁ
Salt | ake Citg, and take over the scaports of | os Angelcs and San Diego. By one stroke, with a minimal
force living off the land, 5fbleg would }Dring the entire southwest under (Confederate control. [He further
believed that the native New Mexicans, as well as recent immigrants in (Colorado, (Jtah and California would
Join his ranks, and that the Union troops in New Mexico would desert to his banner. Anotl’xcr of Sibleg’s
assumptions which doomed the exPec{ition was that he could take [Fort ( Jnion and re- supplg there. [Fort (nion
served as the Qpartermastcr cho’c for all the forts in Ncw Mcxico and was at the oppositc end of the Santa
e trail from Missouri.

By the fall of 1861, in San Antonio, Sibleg had raised the Fourth, r:hcth and SCventh T exas Mounted
Volunteers P|u5 attached arti”cr5 and suppb units carrying suPPIics surrendered bg (eneral Twiggs. On
October 22, he started west with 3200 men along the San Antonio- | Paso road, moving in detachments so
as to not drain the scant water holes a|ong the route. Bg late December, Sibley reached [Fort Bliss where he
incorporatcd the troops left bg Baglor into what came to be known as the Siblcg Brigadc.

During \)anuarg, the brigade marched to Mesilla, where 5ib|63 Proclafmed his invacling force the ”Armg of New
Mexico", and while at Mesi”a, absorbed several local spy companies. On Fcbruarg 7th, Siblcg started up the
Rio (Grande \/a|1€3 toward [Tort Craig, seventy miles away. E_xc!uc{ing detachments to staff his lﬁospital and
guarcl suPPIies, Sibleg commanded 2500 T exans, fifteen Pieces of arti”erg, and an extensive supplg train.

On Fcbruary i6 5i}3|69 }Co”owing the Kio Grandc reached For‘t Craig and found that Canbg had made the
fort too strong to be taken ]33 assault. Sibleg offered to do battle on the Plains acﬁacent to the Fort, but Canbg



refused. On advice from his colonels, Sibley decided to bgPass the fort bg retreating seven miles down river to
a ford where theg could cross to the east bank, and march one day to re-cross the river at \/a|vcrc[c Ford six
miles up river from [Fort Craig. Kealizing that Valverde [Ford was Sibleg‘s objective, Canbg sent a batter3 of
ar‘ti”erg and two regiments of volunteers across the river to stop the T exan advance. | his force was driven off

}33 rebel arti”erg.

At dagbreal( on Februar3 21, 1862 Sibleg sent trooPs to reconnoiter a road to Valverde‘ The force
consisted of 180 men under Meijor Fyron and was followed by five comPanfes under Major Raguet. Fyron‘s
force collided with chcral cavalry and a Firepight cruptccl. Jn response, Canbg hurried Col Berjamin 5
Roberts with regular and volunteer cavalr3 to the scene. Hearing the same gumcire, Major Kaguetjoinec’ bg
additional troops also raced to the river. By 10am, a section of Capt Tceis (onfederate arti”erﬂ also reached
Valverde. Several advances to the river bfj the T exans were driven off 133 a (nion arti|1er3 bombardment. At
this time, (nion forces moved to envelop the rebel right by crossing the Rio (Grande upriver from Valverde.
Meanwhile, CaPt. Alexander McRae continued to Pounc] the rebel Position on the ecast bank with the (nion

arti”erﬂ. The rebels were forced to withdraw and bg noon, the tide of battle was swinging in favor of the
Federals.

Bg one o'dock as additional units, both (nion and (Confederate raced to the field, (General Sibleg had

become so ill ( some say due to Passing a kiclneg stone), exhausted and drunk that he retired bg ambulance to
the rear. He was to remain drunk for most of the remainder of the campaign and any subsequcnt successes were

due to the strong colonels in his command.

(Colonel Thomas (Green assumed command of the (Confederate army. On the rebel rigl'wt, Capt. Willis | Lang

whose company was armed onlg with lances launched a chargc against a company of Colorado volunteers. T he
(Coloradoans held fire until the lancers were within a few 5arc{s and wiPed them out. Shortlg after three in the
afternoon, Canbg arrived on the field and decided to advance his rigl’xt and center while using his left as a Pivot,
thus xCorcing the rebel left. T o reinforce his army, Canbg ordered Colonel Kit Carson's regiment of volunteers
across the river. Simultancously, Colone| Green decided to launch an all out attack on the I:ccleral ar’ci”ery‘
Concealed by sand hills, (Green advanced on the (Union center as Major Raguet moved against a [ederal
battcry xCiring on the rebel left flank. Raguet‘s cava|r9 was rcPulsec{, (Green's advance on the right however
Provccl to be the decisive maneuver of the battle. Dcspitc McRae's battcry Pouring a deac”g fire of grapcshot
into the charging T exans, the rebels fell upon the (Jnion arti”erg and in hand to hand savagely overran the

Union guns. McR ae and half of his men died at thcirguns.

Canbg blamed the loss of the ar‘ti”crg on the New Mexico \/olunteers, who refused to obeg orders to
counterattack the lost guns and instead fled the field. At this Point Canbg’s forces were withdrawn, crossed
the river where additional men were killed and retreated to the sa{:etg of Fort Craig‘ Canbg sent a white ﬂag
into the rebel lines asking for a cessation of hostilities to remove the [Tederal dead and wounded. (Jnion
casualties at \/alvcrclc were 222 men killed and wounded while the Comcedcrates lost 1 8%. Thc next clag the
rebel dead were wraPPecl in blankets and buried in trenches. [Tederal dead, unless claimed bg relatives for
Private burial, were interred at [Fort Craig. When [Tort Craig was abandoned at the end of the |ndian wars, the



dead with the excePtion of CaPt. McRae were moved to [Tort (Union. When [Fort (nion was obso|ete, theg
were again moved to ]:ort Levenwor’ch, Kansas. McRae was subsequentlfj interred at West Foint.

Altlﬂouglﬂ winning the Batt]e of Valverde, the (onfederates failed to take Fort Craig which sat athwart their

supplg lines from Mesilla. T he Fo”owing are the (Confederate Pattle Keports on Valverde as
wonder‘?u”g rescarched }33 Bill Manleg:

FEBROUARY 21, 1862~ Engagement at Valverde, N. Mex.
chort of Brig. chrg . Sibley,
.5 Armg, Commanc’ing Arm3 of N. Mex.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NEWMEXICO
Battle Grounc{ of \/alvcrc{c,

[ebruary 22, 1862.

GENERAL: | have the honor to report to you, for information of the President, that | encountered the
enemy at this Point ( 6 miles above [Fort Craig) in force at 11 o'clock 3esterdag morning, and after one of the
most severely- contested actions, lasting until 5 pm, the enemy was driven from the field with a loss, as estimated,
of four caPtafns of the Kegu|ar Armg and some 300 killed and wounded, and the capture of his entire field
battcry, the c{isabling of one 24- Pounc!er, and the abandonment of another in the river. We have but few
Prisoners; among, them is Capt. William [. Rossell, of the T enth ]mcantrg.

Tl’;e enemy had upon the field about %500 men, 1200 of whom were regu|ars‘ Wc never had more than 1500
engagec{. f:or the first time, Perhaps, on record batteries were chargcc{ and taken at the muzze of double-
barreled shot- guns, thus i”ustrating the spirit, valor, and invincible determination of | exas troops. Nobly have
thcg emulated the fame of their San Jacinto ancestors.

QOurloss was severe.— 40 killed, incluc{ing Maj. S A Lockric{ge, of the [Fifth Regiment, and CaPt. M. Heuvel
of the Forth. | have no reports of the wounded, but | think 100 will cover it.

Before closing this report it is especia”3 due to Col. Thomas (Greene, of the [Fifth, to say that, in
consequence of severe and Prolongecl illness and weakness rcsulting from it, ] could onlfj kccp my saddle until 1
O‘clock, and at that hour | re|fnqufslﬁecl to him the full direction of active operations. [His coolness under the
heaviest fire and intrcpidity under the most trging circumstances are sugicientlg attested by the results. | cannot

commend Co]oncl Grcen too higH}j to the favorable consideration of the E_xecutivc.

W}’ICT‘S so much gallantr3 was &isplagec’ ] cannot, before reaclﬁing the rePorts of commanc{ers, Particu[arize

individuals.



Jt will be necessary, to secure our purpose, to reinforce me |argelg from T exas at as ear|9 a dag as PossiHe.

The force we had to contend against to near 6000 men.

| bcg leave, in conclusion, to bring to your notice the intc”igcncc and valor of the members of my staff, MBJ

AM. Jackson, assistant acﬁutant~ genera!, Maj. R.T. Brownrigg, commissary of substance, | icutenant
Ochiltree, aide-de camp, and Col. W.]. Roberts, Ma_jor Magogin, and CaPt. J Dwger, volunteer aides

| am, sir, resPectFuug, your obedient servant,

H.IH SIBLEY,
Brigac]ier~ General, Commanding.

General 5. COOFER,
Ac{J’utant and ]nsPcctor General, Richmond, Va.

PS5~ Lieut. Col. J S. Sutton, of the Seventh Regiment (Col. William Steele's), in command of his
battalion, and Capt. Willis . Lang, of the [Tifth, great!}j c{istinguishec{ themselves, and were both severelg
woundcc{, and ] should not omit Licut. D M Bass, of the Captain Lang’s company, who was scvcrcly wounded
in front of the charge Ieading the | ancers upon the enemy.

I am, sir, very resPechCu”ﬂ, your obedient servant,

H. H. Sibleg,
Brigaclien (General

FEBKUAKYZ 1,1862.— E_ngagcment at \/alverde, N Mex.
chort of Maj. Char|es L. Fyson, 56cond T exas Cavalrg‘
SOCORRO,N.-MEX,, February 27, 1862

MAJOK, on the morning of the 21st instant | left our camp, oPPosite Fort Craig, with 180 men of my
commancl, under CaPtains \/\/a”(er and Stagord, Lieutenant Nicl’;olson, of CaPt Coopwood‘s Spg
Company, and | ieutenant Jctt, Company B, Second chiment Mounted Volunteers, to reconnoiter the
road lcac{ing to the river near Valverde. Upon reacl’;ing the river, | could see the water, with none of the enemy
intervening. | immcdiatclg c{isPatchcd a note to the gencral commanding, stating the road was clear and the water
in siglﬁ’c, and Proceedcc{ Ieisure|3 to the river to water our horses, theg having been over twentgiour hours

without water.

When | reached the woods | discovered a bocl3 of cavalry, which | supposcc{ to be about four companics, and
immecliatelg gave chase, t!’;eg withc]rawing to my left. | followed until reaching the bank of a slough in the bottom,

when ] found mgsehc of a Iargc force of small arms. ]mmcdiately my men were formed along the bank, when the



action commenced, and for over one hour, }33 courage and determination of the men, | was enabled to maintain

the Position in the unequa] strugg|e, when | was relieved bg the [Forth Kegiment T exas Volunteers, under the

Command of Licut Col. W.R. Scurry.

For nearlg two hours ourjoint commands held our Position against odds of three to one, checking every attempt
to outflank us and checking every effort to drive us back. T he arrival of Tecl‘s battcry of arti”crg was the first
re- enforcement we received, but it was soon followed bg Major Lockridge‘s battalion, of the [Fifth Regiment
Tcxas Mounted \/qunteers, and about 1 o'clock Co|oncl Grcen reached the field and took command.

| _ate in the afternoon a gcncral charge was made a]ong our line, 135 which a battcrg of ar‘ti”crg, consisting of six

guns, was taken and their left driven back.

Fo”owing raPicny up On our successes, the enemy were driven back on all Points, and the field at Valverde was

won.

]t is proper to state that the officers and men of my command behaved in the most ga”ant manner, and where all
were equa”3 brave it would be invidious to Particu|arize. Jtis sufficient to say that it was a day on which deeds of

PCT‘SOHBI va]or were continua”g occurring.

| cannot consent to close this report without bcarfng testimony to the ga”ant bcaring and Pcrsonal valor of
Colonels Green, 5curr5, and Sutton, and Majors Ragnet and Lockric{ge, and others equa|13 courageous.

] have the honor to bC, sir, your, most respect?u”g

C.L.PYRON,

Major, Second T exas Mounted Rangers

Maj. AM. JACK.SON,

Assistant Acﬁutant— gencral, Armg of New Mexico.

FEBKUAKYZ 1,1862.— E_ngagcment at \/alverde, N Mex.
Report of Lieut. Col. William R. 5curr3, fourth T exas Cavalry

VALVERDI, N-Mex., Fcbruary 22,1862.

MAJOK Early in the morning of 3estcrda3, while the army was cncampcd on the east side of the Kio
Girande, opposite Fort Craig, | received orders to march with my command, [Fourth. T exas Mounted
Volunteers, and take Possession at as earlg an hour as PracticaHe of some Point on the river above [Fort Craig
at which water might be obtained. E)g 8 o'clock the regiment took up the line of march, accomPanicd bg Capt.
George M. Frazier, of Ma_jor Fgron‘s battalion, with his company acting as gufc{e for the command. SUPPosing
that we were the advance of the army, to Prevcnt surPrise ] ordered Major H W Ragnet to take the advance,
with four companies and Captain [razier's company, tlﬁrowing out the same front and flank Patrols. |n a short

time, ] learned that Major Fyron s with 180 men, was in our advance. Awarc of the great vigilancc of that active



officer, | recalled Major Kagnet and reunited the regiment. A report was received from Major Fgron that the
road was clear of the enemy and the river in sight, but in a short time, a second message was received, through
Capt‘ John Fl’li”iPs, from the major, imcorming me that a Iarge mass of the enemy was in his front and tl’xreatening
an attack. As his force was but sma”, | was fearful that he would be ovchowercd before we could reach him, and
accordingly pushed forward, guided by Capt. Phillips, a5 rapidly as our horses could carry us, to his relief, and
found him ga”antlg maintaining a most unequal contest against vast[3 suPerior numbers. Dismounting my
command, we formed on his right and joined in the conflict. [For nearly two hours we held our position in front of

an enemy Now known to be ﬂcar|9 5000 strong, while our own forces were not over 700 in number.

Immec{iatelg upon reachfng the field CaPtain Frazierjoined the command to which he be|onged, where he did
good service c]uring the remainder of the clag.

UPOH oPcning fire with the Iight howitzer }Dattcrg, under | jeut. Jol‘m Rilcy, it was found to be ineffectual

against the heavier metal of the enemy. |t was therefore ordered to cease Firing and be withdrawn under cover.

At about 1 o'clock CaPtain Teel, with his two guns of his batterg reached the grounc{. Being Placecl in
Position on our right he oPcncd a ganing fire upon the left flank of the enemy, wl‘ncreuPon the enemy commenced
afurious cannonade upon him from their entire battery, consisting of eight guns. So heavg was their fire that the
caPtain soon found himself with but five men to work the two guns. A bomb exP|oc{ing under his Picccs had set
the grass on fire, still, that ga”ant officer held his Position and continued to fire upon the enemy, himself seizing

the rammer and assisting to load the Piece.

Secing his situation, | ordered | jeutenant Kileg, with his command, tojoin him and assist in the efficient wori(ing
of the guns. During the balance of the dag this brave little band Pcr‘Formec{ the clutg assignec{ them. Juc{ging by
the heavg fire on the left that Major Fgron was hard Pressec{, CaPtain T eel, with more of his guns, which had
Just reached the grouncl, was disPatchecl to his relief. Ma_jor Kagnct, with four comPanics of the regiment, was
ordered to maintain our Position there. | remained on the right with the balance of my command and two Pieces
of Tecl’s battcrg, under [ jeut. J H. McGinnis, to hold in check the enemy, who were moving in force in that
direction to turn our flank. At this time Major Lockridge, of the [Fifth Regiment, arrived on the field and
reportccl himself with a Portion of that command. He was ordered tojoin our troops on the left. During all this
time the fire of the enemy had been extremcly heavy, while, owing to the shorter range of most of our guns, our
fire was reserved until they should aPProach sugicientl\zj near our Position to come within range of our arms,
when theg were invariaHg rePulsec{ with loss. Soon after the arrival of Major Lockridge, Colonel Green

reacl’red th@ {:lela ancl assumec{ commanc{.

At about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, in cxtenc{ing our line to prevent the enemy from turning our right, l found
mgschc with on|3 two companies, Captain [ardeman's and Crosson's, oPPosecl to a force numbering some 400
men, the other four companics bcing several hundred 3arc{s to my left. |t was there that the daring chargc was
made bg CaPtain Lang, of the [Fifth Regiment, with a small boclg of lancers. Put desperate courage was
ineffectual against great odds and supcrior arms, and this company there sustained the greatest loss of life of

any company in the brigacle‘ This cl’rarge, otherwise unfortunate, had the effect of bringing the enemy within



range of our guns, when two Pieces of Captain Teels batter3 and the small arms fire of CaPtain [ardeman's
and Crosson's companies opened an effective fire upon them, before theg rapicug retreated with considerable
loss. Just before sunset | ieut. T homas F. Ochilitree, of (General Sibleg‘s staff, brought an order to prepare
fora charge all aiong the line of our Position went our brave volunteers, unmindful of the driving storm of grape
and canister and musket balls sent huriing around them. With 3e1|5 and ringing shouts theg dashed on and on,
until the guns were won and the enemy in full retreat before them. After carrying the batterg, their guns were
turned upon themse|ves, Captains Hardeman and \Walker manning those on the right. | ieutenant Ragnet, of
Riieg‘s batterg, i)eirig on the grounci) I Piacec‘ one gun in his ci’iarge, manning, it with such of the men as were
nearest. | he rammer being gone, a Flag staff was used instead. Captain Tee| coming up, an effectual fire was
i(ePt up as iong as the enemy was within reach. |n the meantime a most timelg and ga”ant charge was made bg
Major Ragnet from our |e1ct, thus egecting a favorable diversion at the moment of our civarge upon their battery.
This charge bfj Major Ragnet and his command was characterized b\lj ciesperate valor.

|n the last brilliant and successful ci'iarge, which decided the fortunes of the ciaij, there were six comPanies of the
Fourth Regiment Texas Mounted Volunteers, under their respective CaPtains, [Hardeman, Crosson,
[_esueur, [Toard, [Hampton and Nunn. Besides those, | saw Captains Shropshire, Killough and McFhaill of
the [Tifth Regiment and Captain Walker of Ma_jor Fyron's battalion.

T he brave and lamented Major Lockridge, of the [Fifth Regimentj fell almost at the muzzle of the enemy's guns.

Major Fgrori was also in the thickest of the i:rag, and contributed much bg his exampie to the success of the
ci'iarge, as did also | ieutenant Ochiltree, of the generai’s staff.

T here were others there whom | now regret my inabiiity to name. Where all, both officers and men, behaved so
well it is impossibie to say who is ciesen/ing of Praise. The enemy retired across the river, and were in full retreat
when Major Ragnet} Captains Shannon, Adair, Alexander Puckholts and | jeut. T hermond reached the field
with their comPanies, mounted. | asked and obtained Permission from Colonel (Green to cross the river with

these compaﬂies to pursue the ]qCCiDg foe.

Wi’xen the head of the column reached the oPPosite shore we were ordered to return. Nigi’it closed in on the
hard won field of Valverde. T his brilliant victory, which, next to [eaven, we owe to the heroic endurance and
umcaitering courage of our volunteer soldiers, was not won without loss. OF the regiment which | have the honor

to command there were 8 killed and 56 wouncieci, 2 of which were mortal.

|t affords me great Pleasure to be able to bear testimony to the calm, cool and discriminating courage of
Co|one! Tiﬁomas (ireen ciuririg the )Cigi'it. Major Fgrori also deserves great credit for his SOHierlg bearing from
the commencement to the close of the battle. Olc the generai’s staicic, Major Jackson was eariy on the grounci, as
was also Major Brownrigg, CaPtain Dwger, and | ieutenant Ochiltree, activeig engageci in the clisci’iarge of the
duties assigneci them. [T ach of these gent|emeri exhibited that l’iigi’i courage which | l’iope will ever ciistinguisi'i the
officers of the army. To Majors Jackson and Brownrigg | am indebted for valuable aid in the earig part of the

action.



Jt is due to the acﬁutant of this regiment, E_1|sberr3 R. [ ane, that | should not close this report without stating
that he was activelg and bravelg cngagcc[ in the &isclﬁargc of his duties on horseback until his horse failed, when,
tal(ing a gun, he entered the ranks of CaPtafn }“lamPton‘s company, and did c]utg as a Private during the
remainder of the clag.

I have the honor to be, very resPec’mCung, your obedient servant

W.R. SCURRY

Lieutenant Colonel, Comdg. Fourth Regt. Texas Moumted \/o[s
A M. Jackson,

Assistant /\cﬁutant~ General, Arm3 of New Mexico

FEBKUARY 21,1862.— E_ngagement at \/alvcrclc, N Mcx‘
Report of Major‘ rﬂenrg W Kagnet, ]:ourth Texas Cava1r3

CAMPVALVERDE, ARMY OF NEWMEXICO
Fcbruarg 2%, 1862

MAJOR About sunrise on the 2 1 st instant, while in camp oPPosite [ort Craig, | was ordered 135 Lieut. Col
Scurry to take four comPanies of the Fourth T exas Mounted Volunteers, to which would be added CaPtain
[Frazier's company, from Major Fyrons battalion, and march as an advance to the river at the best point for
aPProaching it above the fort, suPPoscd to be about 6 miles distant. After marcl’ling % miles | was ordered to
halt ancU’oin | ieut. Col Scurry who was aPProaching with other companies of the regiment and | jeut. Rileg‘s
arti”cry.

Our course was then changec{ for the nearer Point on the river. Alcter a half hours marcl’r, while dcsccnding a
cation, the raPicl advance of the head of our column gave notice that we were aPProaching the enemy, and
emerging into a va”eg, the )Ciring of skirmishers told that Ma_jor Fgron, who had been marching on our left flank,
was already engagec{ with the enemy. A half a mile ga”oP brought us within range of the enemies arti”ery, when
| ieut. Col. Scurrg ordered us to dismount and advance, when we were soon within range of their small arms, and

took Position on the right of Major Fgron, behind alow bank, about 9am.

A}Cter we had taken this Position about half an hour the enemy moved up on our right with the evident intention
of ﬂanking us, which at the time would have been fatal, when | ieut. Col. Scurrg, divfding the command, assignecl
that Positior\ to me, and moved up to the Position occupicc{ bg him cluring the dag, and checked their advance.

The troops at this time with me were Major Fyron, with his battalion of 180 men, under Captains Walker,
Stafford and [Frazier, and | ieutenants Nicholson and Jett, and four comPanies of the Fourth Kegiment, under
Captains Buckholts, 5carborough, f"leuvel and Alcxandcr.



About noon one Piece of CaPtafn Teels }Jattery, | ieut. Bradford, was added to my Positfon, which did goocl
service until the heavier metal of the enemy silenced it. Soon after the arrival of this gun Major Lockridge
arrived with three comPanies of the [Fifth Kegiment T exas Mounted Volunteers, under CaPtains Shropshire,
Campbell and Ragsdale and Major Fyron, and | ieut. Bradford's commands were withdrawn to the right. Major
Lockridgc called my attention to the gun, which had been Partlg disabled and si|crxcec[, on our left, at the foot of
the mesa, where it had been P|acec‘ in an endeavor to disable the enemy's }Dattery on the west bank of the river. |
ordered ComPang B, Fourth Regiment, Captain Scarborough, to the rescue, and with part of that company,
under their caPtain and Sargeant Nelson, of ComPang [, Fourth Kegiment, CaPtain Alexander, and some of
that company, | succeeded in drawing the gun by hand from its perilous position amid the hottest cannonading
on that part of the Ficlci, Iosing orx|3 one man killed and a few wounded..

T he horses of this gun had nearlfj all been killed bfj the enemy's arti”er\zj. This gun then used 133 three of | ieut.
Riley’s company, assisted bg a few others, until | ordered the fire discontinued for want of gunners, lcaving it
double shotted, to await an anticipated clﬁarge of the enemy. The enemy threatened us in such Iarge numbers
and their fire was so heavg that Major Lockridge and myselxc sent messengers to Col. Green for re-
enforcements, failing to get which, Major [ ockridge deemed it Prudent to fall back to a sand bank, about 100
5arc{s to our rear, which was done blj comPanies, after the arti|1er3 and the wounded had been removed. T his

gave us a better Position, as the grounc{ was somewhat broken in front.

T he section of T eel's Arti”erg was now withdrawn to the rigl’xt, leaving onlg one howitzer, under | jeut. Woods,
who had arrived at our Position. |ieut. Col. Sutton now arrived on the field, aPProaching in our rear, when a
messenger was dispatcl’xcd asking that he be ordered to remain with us. [1e soon marched up to the rigl’xt and
then returned. Mzﬁjor Lockric{ge now told me that we were to move up anc{Join the forces on the right for a
chargc, that he would cover any movement to get horses, which were on the left and rear. Ordcring the
comPanies of the Fourtl’r Kegiment to horsc, I soon marched up on the rigl’rt of the rear of the rest of the

command, dismounted, and orc{ering the comPanies then with me, under CaPts Buckholts, [Heuvel and
Alexander, of the Fourth, and CaPt. Ragc{ale, of T he [ifth, into line of advance.

Col Green rode up and ordered me to reserve my command for a cl’xargc as cavalrg‘ No sooner were we
mounted than an order came from Major Fgron to move down on the left and menace the enemy, Now ﬂanking us
in large force, Marcl’xing down to within 600 5arc{5 | dismounted my command under cover, when | wasjoincc{ 135
Capt. Scarborougl’l, of the ]:our'tl'r, and received an order throug!’; CaPt. Dwger to c!’rarge the enemy.

A!igm’ng in singlc rank, | chargec{ to within about 100 3arcls of the enemy's lines, composed of imcantrg,
suPPorted bg cavalr3 on each flank and in the rear and bg arti“erg on their rig!’;t, when. |ool<fng back, | saw great
confusion from the wounded and fallen horses, for we had aligncd and advanced under hcavy fire of their
inFantrg and arti[|er3. ] tl’rouglﬂt we could break their lines s and ordered my command to fall back and ra”g at the
sand bank which we left on our rear and left. thr\ ] arrived at the sand bank ] found that most of my command
had Passcd it for some others still on their left, and that the position was untenable, as the enemy's arti”crg now

raked it. | ordered those there to follow those yetin advance, and ra”ging, we could return.



Finding | icut. Woods, with one howitzer, use!esslg exPosed under the enemy's fire, | ordered him to a Position
between the enemy and the train, to Protect it as well as he could, and orclering such of my command as ] meant
tojofn in on the action on the right, | ga”opecl down, then too late, however, to Par’cicipate in that brilliant charge

which gave us victorg.

A few moments after reaching the river bank | jeut. Co. Scurrg asked Permission of Col. GGreen to cross and
pursue the enemy with fresh comPanies that had just come up, which Permfssfon granted, ]joined with my
command who were present, and as the head of our column gained the oPPosite shore we were ordered back.

Sl’xortlg after the arrival of the Hag of truce ended the battle of Va|vercle after sunset.

During the entire dag my Position on the left was under fire of the enemy's heaviest artf”erg, and their small arms,
whose Ionger range enabled them to keep out of our small arms range. When thelj threatened an advance and

WOUld reach our aim t}“lC\lj were repulsec].

The ga”ant Major Lockriclgc, of the fifth, while in command of the left, won the admiration of all who saw him,
and whose regrets are now minglecl with those of his other friends at his death. T he brave [Jeuvel, of this

command, who fell in the cl‘nargc he had so imPaticnt|9 waited for, added another to the list of our ganant dead at
Valverde.

For the officers and Privates whom ] had the honor to command on that day ] can well say that theg never
faltered in their dangerous duty, and for those, less than 200, whom | lead to the charge against more than eight
times their numbers, together with ar'ti”crg, the recital of the act is their Praisc. This cl’marge, though at the cost
of ncarly one- fifth of the men and horses in killed and wounded, succeeded in checking the flank movement of
the enemy in time to enable the cl’xarge which won the dag to be made.

\/crg KcsPectFu”g, your obedient servent,

HENRY W.RAGNET,
Major, Fourth chimcnt T exas Mounted Volunteers

AM. JACKSON,
Assistant Acﬁutant— General, Armg of New Mexico

FEBKUARY 21,1862.— Engagemcnt at \/alvercle, N Mex.
chort of Col. Thomas (Green, [Fifth T exas Cavalrg
CAMFP VALVERDE, N. Mex,

Februarg 22,1862

SIR I have the honor of submitting to you the Fo”owing report of the battle of \/alvercle, Fougl’xt on 3esterc{a3 a
Part of the brigac]e of General Sible% under my command.



While in the act of turning Fort Craig, on the cast side of the Rio (Grande, Major Fyron, with 200 men, was
sent to reconnoiter, carly on the morning of the 2 1st, the route around the mesa, north of the fort, and secure a
Footing on the river above. \While Major Fyron was aPProaching the river with his command the enemy aPPearec]
in considerable numbers between his command and the river on the north of the mesa, and opcnccl on him, about
8 o‘c|oc1<, a heavy fire of arti”ery and small arms. The ga”ant Fgron, with his brave little force, kept up the
unequa! contest for an hour or two, until the arrival of | jeut. Col. 5curr3 with a part of his regiment, and [ ieut.
Riley's howitzer battery. Scurry took position behind a low line of sand hills. About this time one section of
Capt. chl’s Battcrg came up and took Position and rcplied to the fire of the enemy.

Comcederatc Col. Grecns Battle rcport on \/alverc{c

At 12 o‘cloci(, while under the orders of the generaL ] was threatening the fort on the south side of the mesa. ]
received his orders to move up, with all my clisPosch force, to the support of [ieut. Col. Scurrg and Major
F}jron, after Ieaving a sufficient force to protect the train which was then moving from our late camp around the
mesa to the battlefield, and which was stretched out for several miles. Qur train was threatened }35 a
considerable bod3 of troops of the enemy, who made their appearance on the mesa. Detaching Lieut. Col.
Sutton‘s command and a detachment from my own rcgiment to Protcct the train, ] moved up, with as much sPccd
as Practicable, with eight comPanies of my regiment, senc’ing forward Ma_jor Lockric{ge, with two companies of
lancers, under CaPts. Lang and McCown. M3 comPanies were Placed in the line of battle, between Fgron on
the left and Scurrg on the rig)‘wt, except three, which were sent by me, under [ jeut. Col‘ McNeill, to drive the

enemy from the north Point of the mesa, where t!‘xcg were annoging our left and t}‘nrcatcning our train.

After these c{isPositions | moved up to the line of battle mgsel]c, and by orders of the general took command of
the forces present. Tl’xc enemy during the day, and, with little intermission, kcpt up a brisk cannonade upon us,
to which our 6 Poundcrs, under Captain Teel, repliec{ with effect. T he enemy rcPeatcc”y advanced with their

skirmishers to near our lines, ki”ing many of our horses tied in the rear.

About 5pm a most ga”ing fire was oPcnecl upon | jeut. Col. Scurrg’s command, on our right, }39 %00 or 400 of
the enemy's riflemen. Captain Lang, of the [Fifth Regiment, with about 40 of his lancers, made at this time one
of the most ga”ant and furious charges on these |ig}1t trooPs of the enemy ever witnessed in the annals of
battles. [His little troop was decimated, and the ga”ant caPtain and [ jeut. Pass severely wounded, the latter in

seven Places‘ Tl’IC enemy were rcPulsec{ bg this ga”ant cl‘narge, and our rigl’xt was for some time unmolested.

Large bodies of the enemy's imcantrg lﬁaving crossed the river about 3:30 pm, bringing over with them six Pieccs
of sPIenclicl arti1|er3, took Position in front of us, on the bank of the river, at a distance of 600 garcls‘ Jn addition
to this bodg of troops two 24r~Pounc|er howitzers were Placccl on our left flank }39 the enemy. These were
suPPorted bg a regiment of imcan’crg and a regiment of cavalrg‘ T he heaviest fire of the whole clag was oPenecl
about this time on our left, which was under the command of the ga”ant Lockridgc. QOur brave men on that part
of the line maintained the unequal Figl’;t with clcsperate courage, tl'lougl’l overwlﬁelminglg outnumbered. | ieut.
Col. Sutton, now coming up with part of his battalion, took Position on our left.



The enemy, now being on our side of the river, oPenecl upon us a tremendous fire of round shot, grape and
shell. T heir force in numbers was vastly superior to ours, but, having the most unbounded confidence in the
courage of our troops, | ordered a charge on their batterg and inFantrg of regu|ars in front, and at the same time
Major Ragnet, of the Fourth, with four comPanics of the same, and CaPtain Ragsdale's company, of the icth,
were directed bg me to clﬁargc as cavalry upon the ingantry and Mexican cavalry and the two 24- Pouncler

howitzers on our left flank.

QOur dismounted troops in front were comPosecl of parts of the [Fourth and fifth Regiments T exas Mounted
Volunteers and parts of |ieut. Col. Sutton’s and most of Major Pyron's battalions, and T eel's, Riley's and
Wood's batteries of artf”erg, numbering about 750 on the grouncl. Major Ragnet’s cavalr3 numbered about
250, mai(ing about 1000 men in the charge.

At the command to charge, our men Icapcd over the sand bank, which had served as a good covcring for thcm,
and dashed over the pen Plain, tl']in|3 interspersec{ with cottonwood trees, upon the batterg and imcantrg in front,
comPoscd of the Unitcc{ Statcs rcgulars and Denvcr Ci’cy \/o|untccrs, and in a most clcspcratc cl’xargc and
hand to hand conflict completely overwhelmed them, 1<i”ing most of their gunners around their cannons and
clrivir\g the imcantrg into the river. Never were double barreled sl‘wotguns and six shooters used to better effect.
A large number of the enemy were killed in the river with sl‘notguns and six shooters in their Flight.

While we were occupiecl with the enemy in front, Meﬂ'or Kagnet made a ga”ant and most time|3 c}warge upon the
infantry and cavalry of the enemy on our left flank. This charge was made against ten times the number in
Kagnct‘s {:orcc, and altl’uough we suffered severelg and were comPc”ec{ to fall back, he effected the object of his
mission, and occuPicc{ the attention of our PowerFul enemy on the left, while our dismounted men were ac{vancing

upon those in front and running them into the river.

So soon as the enemy had fled in disorder from our terrible fire in front, we turned upon his imcantrg and cavalry
and Z4~~Pounclers on our left ﬂankjust engaged by Major Ragnct. We chargecl them as we did those in Front,
but tl’;eg were not made of as good stuff as the rcgu|ars, and a few fires upon them with their own ar’ci”erg and
Tecl‘s guns, a few vo”eys of small arms, and the old Texas war-shout completelg c{ispersed them. Theg fled
from the field, both cavalr5 and in{:antrg, in the utmost disorder, many of them clroppfng t}‘ncirguns to Iigl’xtcn their
hecls, and stoPPir\g only under the walls of the fort. Our victorg was comPIcte. Tl’we enemy must have been
3000 strong, while our three actua”y engagecl did not exceed 600. Six sPIcnclicl Pieces of arti”crg and their
entire equipage fell into our hands, also many fine small arms. T his 5P|enc1ic1 victory was not achieved without

severe loss to us.

Major Lockric{gc, of the [Fifth, fell at the mouth of the enemy's guns, ga”antlg leading our brave troops to the

assault.

Lieut. Col. Sutton, of the Seventh, fell morta“g wounded at the head of his battalion while assau!ting the
enemg’s batterg‘



Several of our officers were c{esperateb woundec], some of them no doubt morta”3. Among them are the ga”ant

Captain Laﬂg, of the Lancers, and Lieutenant Bass, both of ComPan9 B Licut‘ Hubbard, of Compang A,
[Fifth chimcnt.

Captain r”]euvel, of the Fourth, fell in the ga”ant charge of Major Ragnet. [He was one of the most
Aistinguished of the heroes of the &ay. | ike the ga”ant Lang, of the fifth, he could not aPPrcciate odds in a
battle.

| cannot say enough Prafse of the ga”antr3 of our surviving officers and men. it would be invidious to mention
names. Were | to do so, the rolls of captains, lieutenants, and men would have to be inserted. | will on|9 mention
the PrinciPa| field and staff in the engagement. The cheering voice of Lieut. Col. 5curr3 was heard where
bullets fell the thickest on the field. [ ieut. Col. McNeill, and the ga”ant Mz«njor F}jron, who has been mentioned,
disPlaged the most undaunted courage. Major Ragnet, of the [Tourth, though wounded, remained at his post,
and retired not until the field was won. T he caPtains, lieutenants and men in the action c{isplagec{ so much
gallantry that it would be invidious to make distinctions. T hey fought with equal valor and are entitled to equal
credit with the field and staff here mentioned.

| will not close this report without ajust need of Praise to the general staff, who served me as aides~c{e~camp

during the cla\(j‘ (Col. Robards was in the c{ashing charge of the ga”ant Lang, and wounded in several Place&

Capt. Tom Ochiltrec} afc{c—&c—camp to (General SiHcg, was exccec{inglg useful to me on the field and active
&urir\g the whole engagement. [He assisted me in the most critical moment to cheer our men to the assault. [ e
deserves the }'ﬁghest Praisc for his undaunted chivalry and coolness, and | recommend him to the gencra| for

Promotion.
Captain Dwgcr was also very useful, ga”ant and active during the whole action.

| cannot close without the mention of CaPtain Frazier, of the Arizona Volunteers. | o him, more than others, we
are indebted for the successful turning of For’c Craig‘ Hc led us over l’xigl’n grounc{ around the mesa to the east
of the 1Cor't, where we at all times had the advantagc of the enemy in case he had attacked us in the act of turning
the fort.

| will only Pcrsonalize further !:)3 mention of my own rcgimcnta] staff.
Sergeant Maj. Slﬁepparcl shouldered his gun and Fouglﬁt ga”antlg in the ranks of CaPt‘ McFhaill's company in
the chargc. | eut. Sagers, ac_{jutant of the f:hcth, c{uring the whole day, reminded me of a hero of the dags of

chfvalrg. [He was a ga”ant, claring and dasl’;ing soldier, and is as cool in a storm of grape, shell, canister, and

musl«itrg as a veteran. | recommend him, through the gcneral, to the President for Promotion.

Our l(l”ed ancl WOUﬂdCC{ are as FO”OWS:

2nd chimcnt T exas Mounted Vol,, Major Fgron‘s Commancl



[illed 4, Wounded 1 7 Missing i

4th chimcntTcxas Mounted \/oL, | jeut. Col. 5curr5'5 command
KiHCd 8 Wounded %6 MissingO

5th chimcntTcxas Mounted \/oL Col. (Green's command
Killed 20 Wounded 67 Missing o

7tl1 chimcnt T exas Mounted \/oluntcers. Lieut, Col Sutton's command
[illed 2 Wounded 26 Missing o

chl‘s battcry
Killed 2 Wounded 4 Missing o

Totals:
Killed 36 Wounded 150 Missing |

Since which time | ieut. Col Sutton of the Seventh, and 2 Privates of the [Fifth, and 2 of T eel's batterg, have

died from wounds received in battle. T he enemy's loss was Fargreater than ours. | he Precise number cannot be
ascertained by us, as many were killed in the river, and as the enemy'’s white flag, asking permission to gather up
their dead and wounclec{, came almost before the sound of the last cannon had ceased to reverberate in the hills.
It is comciclentlg asserted by many of our officers and men that the enemy, under the ﬂag of truce, Picked up
many small arms and carried them off with the dead wagons, that tl‘ncg also carried off their two Z4~~Pounder
howitzers which were left bg them in the river. |t is certain that cluring the cessation of the hostilities they Picked
up a company Flag and guiclon of my regiment, left on the field cluring our charge, while tl’uey were gathcring up
their wounded and dead, and it is said these are considered 133 them troPhies. | do not believe that the

commancling officer of the enemy is aware of these facts, as he would have spokcn of stolen ﬂags as trophies.

| think, from the best information in my Possession, that the enemy's loss must have been in killed and wounded
at least 350 or 400. Among their killed were several ga”ant officers. T he ga”ant McRae fell at his guns.
Several other cap’cains and lieutenants were killed. Captain Rosscll, of the Tcntl‘n US InFantrgy and several
Privatecl of the T[ifth and Tenth ]nFantrg and Denver Citg \/olunteers, were taken Prisoners.
Kespect?u”g submitted,

THOMAS GREEN,
(Colonel [Fifth Kegiment T exas Mounted Volunteers.

Maj. AM. JACKSON,
Assistant /\ﬂ_jutant~ General, Army of Ncw Mcxico



FEBROUARY 21, 1862~ Engagement at Valverde, N. Mex.
chort of Col. Wi”iam Stcelc, Sevcnth T exas Cavalry.
CAMFP NEAR FILLMORE N-MEX,

Marclﬁ i,1862

GENIERAL: | have received a verbal express from Gcncral Sibleg, the numerous Partics of Mexicans in the
emplog of the enemy rendering it c]angerous to write. Qur forces turned the enemy's Position bg crossing the
river to the east side, which drew him out of his entrenchments, and an engagement ensuedjust above [ort
Crafg, which commenced about 9 o'clock in the morning on I:ebruarg 21, amd lasted, with little intermission until
near sunset, when the enemy was driven in confusion from the field. We caPturcc[ seven Picccs of arti”erg and a
considerable number of small arms were picked up. Much of the Mexican portion of the enemy fled to the hills.
The regu!ars and Fike‘s Feak \/o|unteers returned to the fort. Our]corces were encampec{ on the field when my
informants left. Qurloss is stated at 38 killed and 106 wounded. Major Lockriclge is recollected as one of the
killed. General Sib!ey had been sick some claﬂs Previous to the action, and the command devolved upon Col.

T homas (Green, who was in command most of the &ag, General Siblcg being unable to remain |ong upon the
field.

T his account agrees with the information | had a few c{ags Prcvious as to the contcmplate& movement. | received
this intc”igcncc the clay after the stage left for San Antonio and have c{claycd writing, l‘noPing to get some more

Particulars, but as 9ct have none.

\/er9 rcsPechCung, Your obedient servant,

WM. STEELE,
Colonel Seventh T exas Mounted Regiment

GENERAL S COOFER,
Adjutant (eneral

FEBKUAKY 21,1862~ E_ngagcment at \/alverde, N Mcx‘
Report of CaPt. Fowl’laten Jorden, Seventh Texas Cava|r3‘
INCAMF NEAR SOCORRO, N-MEX,,

Februarg 27,1862.

GENERAL ] have the honor to report the ]:irst Battalion of the seventh Tcxas Mountecl \/olunteers in
the battle of \/alvcrcle, N Mcx., on Fcbruarg 21. Thc first Battalion of the chcnth chimcr\t, under the
command of | jeut. Col. J S. Sutton, with Companies C and H of the [Fifth chimcnt, were detailed as a
guarcl for the transportation on the morning of the 21st. Be]core the train had gotten bareb out of camp we
were aPPraiscd of the Fight having commenced at Valverde Crossing of the Rio (Grande bg hcaring the sullen



roar of the cannon. | he train }Deing in c{anger of attack, we were kePt in Position as the guard, and all thought
for a time the Seventh would have no share in the conflict, but in two hours after the commencement of the
battle an officer aPPearec] with the order for us to move on to the battlefield. Co!onel 5utton detached from
his command Companics A and [, of the Sevcnth, and ComPan3 C, of the [Fifth, to remain, and then gave the
order to go forward, when the remainder of his command, consisting of Companics B, I, and |, of the Sevcnth,
and |7, of the ]:hcth, moved on to the scene of action. \We went at a ga”op, and were met on the field 133 Major
Lockridge, who ordered us to take Position on the left. We were held for an hour or more, running the gauntlet

bg countermarch under a most ga”ing and destructive fire from their batteries.

While in this Posftion we lost two men and some % horses were killed. T he battle l’]avfng now continued several
hours, the charge was ordered, and the chenth was most ga”antly led in the charge bg | jeut. Co|. 5utton,
who fell morta”y wounded when within 20 paces of the enemg‘s batter\zj. The battle was now soon ended, and
victory was ours, though purchased by the Seventh with the death of the heroic Sutton. The Seventh did its
dut9 bravc]g, noblg, all acting ganantly.

T o make mention of individuals would be unjust. The\zj all share equa”y the c{angers of the field, and all deserve
cqual Praisc‘ To Capt‘ Rudden S. Fric{gcn and his company (Hl, of the [Fifth), who acted with our command, we
must give great credit for their coolness and ga”antr\zj, and wish himself and company to share with us whatever

credit may fall to our command.

Accompanying is the list of killed and wounded, togctl’xcr with the horses killed in the battlc, as furnished }39

CaPtains of comPanics. (note: list not affixed)

] have the honor to bC, respectguug, your obedient servant,

FOWHATANJORDAN,
Captain Comc{g. First Pattalion,
Sevcnth chimcnt Tcxas Mountcc! ‘\/oluntecrs, Armg of N Mcx‘

General H. H. SiHey,
C. S Army

Note: Onc source (not mentioned elsewhere or in the Comceclerate battle rePorts) indicated that the Texans
lost many supp|3 wagons to a suPrisc cavalrg cl'large }33 the New Mexico \/olunteers and gives this sl'uortage of
supplics as a reason for Sibley‘s decision to bgpass Fort Craig and continue north toward supplg c{cpots in
Albuquerque. |f this is true, obviouslg the Confederates learned little from this SUPPI3 train loss and were to

repeat the error as G|orieta Fass with disastrous consequences.

FEBRUARY 21,1 862.~~Engagemcnt at \/alverdc, N-. Mex.
Report of CaPt. Trevanion . T eel, Texas Ligl’xt Arti”erg
CAMF LOCKRIDGE, N. Mex, [February 27, 1862.



S]R | have the honor to report to the general commanding the Armg of New Mexico the oPerations of the Iight
batterg which ] had the honor to command in the battle of \/alverc]e, N Mex., on Februar3 21.

| received orders on the morning of the 21st, at camp, 8 miles below the })attieground, and oPPosite Fort Craig,
to detach one section of the batterg, under Lieut‘ Brac{]corc], to march to the front of the column and head of
the train to \/a|verc[e, and Placc the other section and remain mgscllc in the rear with the Sccond Kegiment of
Siblcg’s brigade, which orders were executed.

About an hour after the head of the column had moved l received inte”igence that a large bocl3 of the enemg’s
cavalrg, inFantry, and arti”er3 had taken up the line of march for Valverde.

| then P|accc{ the section of the batter9 in command of Licuts Bcnnctt and McGinnis, and went to the head of
the column, before rcaching the head of the train | heard the )Ciring of the advance at Valverde.

| found | ieut. Bradford, with his section, at the head of the train, and ordered the Pieces to the Place of Firing
at a gallop, and in a few minutes it was placed in battery about the center of [icut. Col. Scurry's regiment, and
commenced Firing upon the battery of the enemy and his line in a few minutes. | lost 1 man killed and 2 wounded,
which left but 5 cannoneers to man the two Pieces. | then i(ePt up the fire a|tematelg with the Pieces. Finc]ing it
impossible to use the two picces with steady and effective fire, | called upon |_ieut. Col. Scurry for men to fill up
the detachments of the guns, which were immediatelg sent from | ieut. Ri|ey‘s company of howitzers. After
sustaining the action for some time the enemy changed his front. | then placed the section in another position.
| ieuts. Bennett and McGinnis having 133 this time reached our line, | ordered them to Place their section in
battcry, which thcy did, and oPenecl upon the enemy with good effect.

From the great Icngth of the enemy's line and his suPerior number | found it necessary to detach the Piccc&
| ieut. Pradford was sent to the extreme left flank with his Piece to support Majors Lockric{ge and Fgron‘s
commands, which had been engaged with the enemy for more than an hour, [ieut. Mc(Ginnis, with his gun, on the
right of Major Lockriclgc‘s battalion, | ieut. Pennett at the center of the right flank, and the other Piecc at the
extreme right flank, [ ieut Rilcg, with his batterg of howitzers, on the left wing, and | ieut. Woods with his batter9
of howitzers on the right wing. T he different Picces and howitzers cl’nangccl Positions, however, cluring the action
as circumstances requircc{, and were used with effect whenever the enemy Presented a front or his battery in

view.

Having received orders that our troops were about to clﬁarge the enemy, ] Placed the guns in batter3 upon the
extreme right flank as a reserve, in case the chargc was unsucccss?u], so that ] could open the line of the enemy
with raking shots or engage his Batterg until our troops would prevent my )Ciring }33 closing with the enemy. The
chargc was made bg our line, and in cight minutes his battcrg was capturcd and his troops completelg routed.
ieut. Ochiltree, aide- de- camp, rode back and ordered the guns forward, which order was executed, and soon
the enemy's guns, as well as ours, were opcnec{ on his retreating forces. [:iring was kept up from our guns until

the enemg’s rear was out of range of them. ] then ordered the )Ciring to cease.



| lost 4 men killed, inclucling 2 who died the dag after the battle, and ¢ wounded, 25 horses killed and wounded,

one gun Partia”g disabled, and eiglﬁt scts of harness rendered unserviceable.

| refer with great Pleasure to the ga”ant conduct of | ieut. Bcnnc’ct, McGinnis, and Brad?ord, of my company,
as well as [ ieuts Ri!eg, Woods, Ragnet, and [Falcrod, of the batteries of howitzers, also of the non-

commissioned officers and Privates of all the batteries.

| cannot close my report without bcaring testimony to the bravery and coolness of the officers under whom |
acted c{uring this sanguinary and well- contested battle. Col. (Green, and esPecia|13 Lieut. Col Scurry, who so
Promptly manned my guns from his regiment (the [First), and who was present with my guns under the heavy fire
in the morning, and whose voice was heard above the din of battle and smoke, and flame, and death, encouraging
the men to stand 133 their posts. Also the lemented Lockric{ge, Major Jackson, assistant acﬁutan’c~ general,
Major Brownrigg, brlgac{c commissary, [ ieut. Col McNeill and Licut. Oc)‘wiltrec, aide-de- camp, who were
ra”ging the men to charge and were in the line Ieac{ir\g on the troops, also CaPt. Dwger, of the staff, Col.
Robards, and Ma_jor Kagnct Also the clccP ob!igations | am under to | ieut. Col Scurrg, and Capt.
Scarborough and his company, who hauled out a disabled Piece by hand under hot fire, to CaPts. Campbe”,
Mcm‘xain, and Ki”ougl’x, and their rcspcctivc comPanics, for the promptness and willingness with which thcg
replaced the killed and wounded of my guns, many of their comrades having been killed and wounded while aiding
in manning the battcry cluring the action.

\/ery resPechCu”\zj, your obedient servant,

T T.TEEL
Captain, Arti”erg.

Maj, AM. JACK.SON,
Assistant Adjutanb General, C. 5. Army.

T!’xus ended the Battlc of \/alverc{c. The Con{:eclcratcs won the battle and bg crossing the Kio Grande to the
north of [Fort Craig, hopccl to cut the federal SUPP19 line from Fort (nion. Tl’xcg failed to take [Fort Craig to
augment their 10 days rations and in fact, left [Fort Craig as an imPcc{iment blocking their supply line from
Mesilla. Further, the (Confederate Iogistical suPPIics were insufficient and Sibley‘s Brigacle too |igl’xtly
cquippcd to be angthing more than a Iargc raicling party. | osses in animals and supply trains made their
situation even worse. Facing starvation, the (Confederates could not invest further efforts on [Tort Crafg and
theg abandoned the battlefield and resumed their march north toward A”Juqucrque hoping to find supplics.

Toéag little remains of Valvcrdc Bat’cleﬁcld as it was Fought on a sanclg flood Plain and subsequcnt floods
since the battle have obliterated cvcrything.

Due to the Eeavg losses of horses at \/alvercle, the 4th Texas was dismounted and their horses were
distributed to the 5th T exas. Abe [Hanna, a Confederate enlisted man wrote in hisjoumal: 1] had my horse



killed in the battle of \/alverc]e and | am now on foot......... ] now feel the Pleasure of soldiering in New Mexico
more Plainly then | have ever done before, notwitlﬁstanding the severity of the climate and the hardships of the

On March 2, Sibleg‘s Brigacle reached A”Juquerque and found that the federals had clestrogecl the mi!itar3
Aepot there Prior to abandoning the site. An advance party of Confederates reaching Santafe2 days later,
found the same state of affairs. The Texans did caPture a small Post at Cubero, which was rePortec{ as follows:

MARCH », 1862.— Capture of Cabero, N. Mex.

Report of CaPt. Aé T hurmond, T hird Regiment, Sibley’s Brigacle.
CUBERO, NMEX., March 19, 1862

SIR Jn making an official report of my entry into this P|ace, &c., | will furnish a transcriPt of the notes handed me
by men whom | have mysel]c found to be sound.

NOTE I~ At 9 am, Marcl‘l 3, Dr. FE_ Kavenaugl‘x, in command of three Americans, demanded of Capt.
Francisco Aragon, u5 Armg, commanc{ing militarg post of Cabrero, the surrender to him for the

(Confederate States of himself and command, consisting of Dr. Bogd, surgeon of post, 42 New Mexican
solcliers, and 3 Americans, one of whom was Sergeant WaH, Bugler, US Armg, together with the Post, and all
stores, arms, ammunition and property of whatsoever description, belonging thereto. CaPtain Aragon was
allowed ten minutes to decide whether he would Peaceablg complg with the demand or resist. At the exPiration
of the time, he not l’naving returned an answer, one of Kavenaugl’x’s Par‘t5 was sent to receive the arms, which
were 1Corma”3 demanded. The Fo”owing corresPonclence will show the formal surrender of the Post to Dr.
Kavenaugl’r and his regiment, to hold in the name of the Con{:ederate States of America, which said

correspondence | herewith inclose.

The amount of property turned over will be accurate]y shown 133 the quartermaster’s invoices, which show a
Iarge and valuable lot of quartermaster's commissary, and ordnance stores. | he surgery is also well suPPhed
with valuable medicines, &c. There was not less than 60 arms and 3000 rounds turned over. CaPtain Aragon
and company were furnished with arms and transportation sufficient to take and protect them to A”Duquerque
upon Promise to deliver the (Government property furnished them the Comcederate States Army officer

commancling there.

Upon ’caking command of the post Dr. Kavenaug!’; clisPatcl’lecl MR. Richmond Gi”espie, one of his party, to
take information to A”.')uquerque of the surrender of the post, and to procure assistance in Holc{ing it. T his triP
was Pencormed bg Mr. Gi”espie greatlg to his credit, having voluntarily risked his life a second time in Passing
tlﬁrough a most c]angerous Portion of hostile [ndian country to a post where he was not certain but what he might
fall into the hands of the enemy. T he successful execution of this hazardous trip }Jrought to the protection of

the post Capt‘ AS. Thurmond, C. 5. Armg, with 25 men of his command, arrived at (Cuberi on March 5, at
ZPm.



Next dag the command was turned over to him bg Dr. Kavenaugl’l. George (Gardenheir, one of Dr. Kaenaugh‘s
party, has rendered most valuable services as assistant quartermaster and commissary, working incessant|9 in

saving and Protecting Propertg })c|onging to those defenses.

Mr. KT Tl’lompson was not onlg at the caPture of the Post, but a|wa35, been tru!3 SOU{:hem, being a
\/irginian })5 birth, and ccrtainlg his services were most efficient in carrying out the duties of acﬁutaﬂt, treating

the enemy aIwags with much lcniency, but with the sternness and decision of a true Southern gentlcmen.

Jn conversing with both friends and enemies | have found the above to be substantiaug true, yea, more than true,
for such an act of bravcrg, under the circumstances, could not be cxpectec[ from the number of men. Dr.
Kavenaugh and Messrs. Thompson, Gi”espf@, and (Gardenhier constituted the whole force in the side of the
Comcederate States, and theg too, men who had been Persecutec{ bg the ]:ederal Government. Theg were not
only suspected but known to be friends of the Confederate States, consequently there was but one game to
Pla\zj, and tlﬁeg did Play it with ProFit to the Confederate States and great credit to themselves. T he game
would be in other countries called bluff, though it was not intended so by them, although it had that effect. Dr.
Bogcl is among us, a gent!emen of high medical attainments, and at this time c{oing valuable service as | have quite

a number of cases of P|euri59 in my company.

T his at Cubrero, March 20.

AS THURMOND,
Comclg. Co A, Third cht., Siblcy‘s Brig., Army of N. Mex.

Tothe OFTFICER COMMANDING C. 5. FORCES,
Albuquerque, N-: Mex.

General 5ib|65 remained in Albuquerquc due to a”cgcd illness and turned command of the Confederate
troops over to (Colonel Scurrg‘ 5currg‘s instructions were to capture Fort (nion- the Principal
anrtermaster DePot of the South- West for all suPPIies coming down the Sante [Fe trail from Missouri.
Fort (Jnion was manned bg 400 troops who were busy buflcling fortifications for defense. UPO” reacl’;ing
Sante Fe, the Conpederate ﬂag was raise&, but snow storms held up any further advance for two weeks.
During this Periocl} Fort UHion was reinforced bg the 1st Co|oraclo Volunteers (950 men) known as the Fikes
Fcal«zrs who made the trip through a blizzard from Denverin 13 dags. Commanding them was Coloncl John
5|ougl*1 who also assumed command of [Fort (Jnion and it's garrison due to his rank. Slouglﬁ’s orders from
Canbg were to Protect ]:ort Unfon at all costs and not to start a major battle. Contrarg to those orders,
Slough thought the best Place to defend f:ort (/lnion was on the road to Santa f:c, so he started down the
road toward (Glorieta Fassj with 1348 men- the [Tort (Union (Harrison, the Colorac{o Volunteers and a
company of the 4th New Mexico \/olunteers.

Lcaming of the chcral force hastcning south from Dcnvcr to Fort Ur\ior\, Scurr}j detached a force of 400
(Confederates under the command of Mzijor Fgron to investigate. OnMarch 26,1861, Fgron was scouting the



western end of (Glorieta Pass, called APac}we Can30n when the Confederates ran into 510ugh‘s advance
party of 415 men under the "[ighting FParson® Major)ohn Chivington. Chivington attacked at once and drove
the Confederates down the canyon, caPturing dozens of T exans. Fearing the entire (Confederate Brigacle
was ncar~bg, Chivington halted and withdrew to Kozlowski‘s Ranch near Fccos‘ Fﬂron fell back to wood and
water and sent to Scurry for help. Scurry put his two battalions on the road and embarked for an all night

march througl’l bitter cold reaching Fgron‘s Positfon at dawn. An exPecte& Federal assault did not take Place on
March Z7th‘

At Kozowski's, Slough and Chivington decided on a Plan of attack to take P|ace on the 28th. Slough would
take 2/3's of the troops, fnc!ucling all the artf”erg down the pass toward Santa [e. Chivfngton would take his
battalion of 113 men, guided bg [t Col J Francisco (Chavez of the New Mexico \/oluntcers over the
shoulder of Glorieta Mesa on a 12 mile trail to attack the (Confederate flank.

Scurrg decided not to wait at APaCl’lC Can\rjon. [e started almost all his force castward through the pass,
leaving his suPP|9 wagons with a small guard at Johnson's Ranch at thc)unction at Glorieta Pass and APache
Cangon. At mid- morning, he attacked 51oug}1‘s lead elements near Figeon Ranch, located on the Santa [e
trail. Poth sides c{eplogecl theirmenina long line, but Slough‘s line was shorter bg 300 men.

Scurry's battalions attacked with great vigor but were met with equal vigor by the (Coloradoans. Slough's men
fell back to a better Position, from which Slouglﬁ tried unsuccess]cu”\rj to send men around Scurr}j‘s right.
Scuny kcpt pressure on the [Federals while organizing a three Prongcd assault. [t was during this assault that
Abe Hanna who's journal was quotcc{ Prcviouslg was morta”g wounded and | ieutenant John Shropshire
tc”ing his troops " Fo”ow Me" took a shot to the head and was killed. The Comceclerate‘s attacked Slough‘s
entire front, driving in the flanks and tl’xreatening the center. T}’ue Federals retreated and Scurrg‘s men Pursuec{,
but were too exhausted from the all nigl’\t march and 6 hour battle. Slough abandoned the field, |eavir\g the

Conchcrates in undisPutecl Possession.

While the Comteclerates won the battle, the turning Point of the camPaign took Placc at Figeon‘s Ranch
Chivington comPIetelg missed Scurrg’s flank, Fa”ing instead on the (Confederate supplg train Parkec{ in
Apache Cangon‘ KaPe”ing down to the canyon Hoor, the Iightlg guarc{ccl 80 wagon train was caPturec{ and
&estroyecl Ieaviﬂg Scurrg with no ammunition, food, blarkets or other supplies. Chiving’con returned to
K ozlowski's and Slouglﬁ‘s reunited command withdrew to [Fort (Jnion. (|nable to sustain his men in the field,
Scurrg returned to Santa [:e. Tl’]e i:ederal dead were buried at ]:ort umon‘ Tl’ue Comccc{erate officers
except John Shropshire were Placcd in coffins and buried in Santa [e. SEroPshire due to his size would not
fit in a coffin and was buried in a mass grave with the (Confederate enlisted dead. T his mass grave remained
undiscovered for well over 100 years and was found }33 an man c{igging a foundation for his home. Shropshirc
was one of the few identifiable bodies and was removed to Kentuckg for burial with his parents. T he balance of
confederate dead were taken to the National Cemetcrg in Santa [:e.



Jn Sante [Te, 5curr3 wasjoinec’ bg 5ib|63 and there learned that (Col Canbg was marclﬁing north from [Fort
Craig to threaten A”Duquerquc The balance of the Siblcg Campaign will be continue after the Fo”owiﬂg
battle rePorts on G|orieta Fass:

Colonel John P 5|oug}1, a Denver attorney turned soldier, was commanding officer of the [First Colorado
]nFantrg. He dispatche& his battle report to (olonel [T dward S Canbg the clay after the gight at Figcon’s
Ranch

Kozlowski’s Ranch, March 29,1862

COLONEL: Learnihg from our sPies that the enemy, about 1000 strong, were in the Apache (anon and at
Jol‘mson’s Ranch Bcgond, | concluded to reconnoiter in force, with the view of ascertaining the Position of the
enemy and of l’larassing them as much as Possible; hence left this P|ace with my command, near|3 1500 strong, at
8 o'clock 3cstcrclay morning, T o facilitate the reconnaissance | sent Ma_j‘ JM. C}‘wiving’con ..... with about 430
officers and Pickcd men, with instructions to Pusl‘n forward to Jol’mson‘s‘ With the remainder of the command |
entered the canon, and had attained but a short distance when our Picicets announced the enemy was near and
had taken Position in a thick grove of trees, with their line cxtcnc{ing from mesa to mesa across the canon, and
their batterg, consisting of four Pieces, Placed in Position | at once detailed a considerable force of flankers,
P!acec{ the batteries in Position, and Placccl the cava|r9...ncar15 all dismounted... and the remainder of the
imcantrg in Position to support the batteries.

Be]corc the arrangement of my forces was completecl the enemy oPenecl fire upon us. The action began about
10 o'clock and continued until after 4 p-m. Tl‘nc character of the country was such as to make the engagement of
the bushwacking kind. r—‘learing of the success of Major Cl’]ivington’s commancl, and the object of our movement
beir\g successful, we fell back in order to our camp. Qurlossinkilled is Probably 20..; in wounded Proba }313 50..
in missing over 100. |n addition we took some 25 Prisoncrs and rendered unfit for service three Pieccs of their
arti”cry. We took and clestroged their train of about 0 wagons, with their contents, consisting of ammunition,
substcncc, Forage, clotl’ring, officers baggage, etc....During the engagements the enemy made three a’ctcmpts to

take our batteries and were repc”ec{ in each with severe loss.

The strength of the enemy, as received from spies and Prisoners, in the canon was a]together some 1200 or
1300, some 200 of whom were at or near Jo)’mson’s Rancl’l, and were cngagcd bg Major C)’rivington‘s
command. T he officers and men behaved noblg. My thanks are due to my staff officers for the courage and
abflitg with which tl’leg assisted me in conclucting the engagement. As soon as all the details are ascertained | will
send an official report of the engagement.

MARCH 28,1862~ E_ngagcment at Gloricta, or Figeon’s Ranch, N Mcx.

Report of Brig‘ Cien. Hemy . 51’5163, C.s. Arm3



HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NEWMEXICO
A”Duquerque, N-. Mex.,

Marclﬁ 31,1862

GE_NE_RAL ] have the honor and the P|easure to rcPort another victorg.

After the battle of Valverde our advance was uninterrupted to this city. [Here sufficient supplies were secured
for sixty clags, while from Cubero, a vf”age 60 miles distant, Iarge suPPlies have been drawn from the enemy's
&cpot‘ We have been surrounded with every description of embarassment, gcncral and individual. Whole trains
had been abandoned, and scantib Provi&ec}, as tl’leg had origina”g been, with blankets and clothing. the men
had, without a murmer, given up the little left them. More than all this, on the rePresentation of their officers that

xcorage could not be Procurec{ with one accord the regiment agreecl to be dismounted.

Tl‘)csc Prchminarg facts are stated because it is due to the brave men under my command that thcg should be
known and the hand- to -hand c{csPcratc contests c{ulg noted.

The battle of Glorieta was Fought March 28 133 detached trooPs, under the command of Lieutenant~ Colonel
Scurry, and [Tederal forces, Principa”g Pike's Peakers, under the command of (Colonel SIOUSI’I} the one Having
1000 men and the other estimated at 1500 or 2000. (Glorieta is a canon 23 miles east of Santa [e.

Fenc{ing the battle the enemy detached a Portion of his forces to attack and destrog our supply train which he
succeeded in doing, thus criPPIing Colonel Scurry to such a dcgrce that he was two Aags without Provisions or

blankets. T he Patient, uncomPIaining endurance of our men is most remarkable and Praiseworthg‘

Our losses was 33 killed and 35 wounded. Among the killed are majors Ragnet and Shropshire and CaPtain
Buckholts. Colonel 5curry had his cheek twice grazed bg minie balls, and Major Fyron had his horse killed

under him.

In consequence of the loss of his train Colonel 5curr3 has fallen back to Santa Fe.
] must have re-enforcements. Tl’xe future opcrations of this army will be dulg reportccl‘ Scnd me re-
enforcements.

] have the honorto }Jc, very rcspcchcu”g, your obedient servant,

HHOIBLEY
Brigadicn (eneral, Commanding.

General 5. COOFPER
Acljutant and ]nspcctor General, Richmond, \/a.



MARCI] 28, 1862.— E_ngagcment at Glorieta, or Figeon’s Ranch, N. Mex.

Reports of CoL WK Scurrg, Fourth Texas Cavalrg.
SANTATFE N-MEX,
March 30, 1862.

GENERAL: | arrived here this morning with my command and have taken quarters for the present in this city.
| will in a short time give you an official account of the battle of GIOrieta, which occured on the c]ay before
5esterdag, in the Canon Glorieta, about 22 miles from the city, between the confederate troops under my

command and the [Tederal forces, commanded bg Colonel Slough, of the Colorado Volunteers, (Fike's
Peakers), when another victory was added to a long list of (onfederate triumplﬂs‘

The action commenced at about 11 o'clock and ended at 5:30, and, although every inch of the grounc{ was well
contested, we stcadily drove them back until tl‘ncy were in full retreat our men Pursuing until sheer exhaustion we

were compened to stop.

Qur loss was 3% killed and | believe, 35 wounded. Among the killed was that brave soldier and accomplishec{
officer Major Kagnet, the ga”ant and imPetuous Major Shropshire, and the c{aring CaPtain Buckholts, all of
whom fell ga”ant|3 |cacling the men around the foe. Major Fgron had his horse shot under him, and my own cheek
was twice brushed }33 a Minie ball, each timejust clrawing blood, and my clothes torn in two Place& | mentioned
this simply to show how hot was the fire of the enemy when all the field officers upon the ground were either

killed or touched. As soon as ] can procure a full rePort of all the casualties ] will forward them.

QOur train was burned by a party who succeeded in Passing undiscovered around the mountains to our rear. |
regret to have to rcPor’c that tl’uey fired upon and sevcrelﬂ wounded Kev. LH Joncs, our chaplin, of the Four‘tl‘n
Kegiment. [He was holding in his hand a white {:lag when fired upon.

The loss of the enemy was very severe, being over 75 kiled and a |arge number wounded.
Tl’;e loss of my supphes 50 criPP|ecl me that after burying my dead ] was unable to follow up the victory. Mg men

for two dags went unfed and blanketless unmurmcringlg‘ ] was compe”ccl to come here for somctl’ring to eat.
At last accounts the [Tederals were still retiring towards [Tort (nion.

Thc men at the train blew up the limber box and spikcd the 6- Poundcr | had left at the train, so that it was

rendered uselcss, and the cart- burners left it.

| ieutenant Pennett writes for more ammunition. Flease have it sent. As soon as | am fixed for it | wish to get

after them again.
From three sources, all believed reliable, Canbg left Craig on the 24th.

Yours, in haste,



W.R. SCURRY-

FS — | do not know if | write iﬂtc”igently. | have not slept for three niglﬂts, and can scarcel\g hold my eyes open.
WR.S.

SANTAT N-MEX,
Marclﬁ 31,1862

MAJOK | ate on the afternoon of the 26th, while encamped at (Gallisteo, an express from Major Fyron
arrived, with the information that the meijor was engagec] ina sl’xarP conflict with a greatlg superior force of the
enemy, about 16 miles distant, and urging me to hasten to his relief. T he critical condition of Ma_jor Fgron and
his ga”ant comrades was made known to the command, and in about 10 minutes the column was formed and the
order to march givcn, Our baggage train was sent forward under a guarcl of 100 men, under the command of
| ieutenant Tafjlor, of the Seventh Regiment, to a Point some six miles in the rear of Major Fyron‘s Position,
the main command marclﬂing c{ircctlg across the mountains to the scene of conflict. |t was due to the brave men
making this cold night march to state that where the road over the mountain was too steep for the horses to drag

the arti”cry t}’lcg were unharnessed, and the men c}‘ncchung Pu”cd it over the difficulties of the way }33 hand.

About 3 o'clock in the morning we reached Major Fgrin’s encampment at Johnson's Ranch, Canon Cito.
There had been an agreed cessation of hostilities until 8 o'clock the next morning. T oo much Praise cannot be

bestowed upon the courage of the officers and men engagec{ in the affair of the 26th.

As soon as daghgl’lt enabled me l made a tl’xorough examination of the grouncl, and so formed the troops as to
command every aPProach to the Position we occupiccl, which was natura”y a very strong one. The disposition of

the troops was soon comp|etcd, and bg 8 o'clock were rcadg to receive the cxpec‘cec{ attack.

|n this Position we remained until the next morning, The enemy still not making their appearance, | concluded to
march forward and attack them. Leaving a small wagon guarc{, | marched in their direction with Por‘tions of nine
comPanies of the Fourth chiment, under their rcspective ogicers, Captains r—iampton, | esueur, [Toard,
Crosson, Giiesecke, Alexander, Buckhohs, Ode”, and | jeutenant [Holland, of company B, Captain
Scarborough beir\g unwell, four conPanies of the Seventh Regiment, under Captains Hoffman, (Gardner,
Wiggins and Adair, four comPanies of the [Fifth chiment, under Captains Shannon and Kagsc{alc and
[ ieuts. Oakes and Scott, three Picces of arti”crg, under | ieutenant Bradford, togcther with Captain Fhi”ips‘

company of inclepenclent volunteers.

[From details and other causes tl'leg were reduced until (all combined) tlﬁeg did not number over 600 men fit for
cluty. At about 6 miles from camp the advance guard gave notice that the enemy was near in force. ] hastened in
front to examine their Position, and found they were about one mile west of Figcon‘s Ranch, in Canon GIoricta.
T he mounted men who were marcl’n’ng in front were ordered to retire slowlg to the rear, dismount, and come into

action on foot. Thc arti”ery was Pushed forward to a slight elevation in the canon and immcdiately oPcned fire.



The imcantrg was raPicug deplogecl into line, extenc]ing across the canon from a fence on ourleft up into the Pine

forest on our right.

About the time these dispositions were made the enemy raPic”g advanced in scparate columns both upon our
right and left. | dfspatchec{ Major Fgron to the right to check them in that direction, and Placfng the center in
command of Major Kagnet | hastened with the remainder of the command to the left. A Iarge boc{g of inFantrg,
avai!fng themselves of a gulch that ran up the center of an inclosed field on our left, were moving under its cover
past our left flank to the rear of our Positioxm Crossing the fence on foot, we advanced over the clearing some
200 9ards under heavg fire from the foe, and dashed into the gulch in their midst, Pistol and knife in hand. [For a
few moments a most desperate and dead13 hand- to- hand conflict ragecl along the gulch, when tl’leg broke

before the steaclg courage of our men and fled in the wildest disorder and confusion.

Major Fyron was cqua”g succcssgul, and Major Ragnct with his force c!‘)argcc{ raPidlg down the center.
| ieutenant Bradford, of the arti”er\zj, had been wounded and borne from the field. T here being no other officer
of the artillery present, three guns, constituting our battery, had been hastily withdrawn before | was aware of it.
Sencling to the rear to have two of the guns brouglﬁt back to the field a pause was made to reunite our Forces,
which had become somewhat scattered in the last re-encounter. \When we were ready to advance the enemy had
taken cover, and it was imPossible to tell whether their main boc{3 was stationed behind a long adobe wall that
ran across the canon or had taken Position behind a Iarge Iedge of rocks in the rear. Frivate W.D. Kirk, of
Captain Fhillips' company, had taken charge of one of the guns, and Sergeant Patrick, of the artillery, another,
and }Drougl‘wt them to the ground‘

Whilc trging bg the fire of these two guns to ascertain the Iocalitg of the enemy, Ma}jor Shropshire was sent to
the right, with orders to move up among the Pines until he should find the enemy, when he was to attack them on
the flank. Major Ragnet, with similar orders, was c{ispatchecl to the left. | informed these ga”ant officers that as
soon as the sound of tl’rcfrguns was heard | would cl’large in front with the remainder of the command. Scnc{ing
Major Fgron to the assistance of Major Ragnet, and Ieaving instruction for the center to charge as the fire
opcnec{ on the rigl’;t, | Passecl in that direction to learn the cause of the dclag in making the assault. | found that
the ga”ant Major Shrops}ﬁire had been killed. | took command of the rigl‘nt and immediatclg attacked the enemy
who were at the ranch. Majors Ragﬂet and Fyron oPenec{ a ga”ing fire upon their left from the rock on the
mountainsic{c, and the center c}‘narging down the road, the foe was driven from the ranch to the lec{ge of rocks
before alluded to, where theg made their final and most dcsperate stand. At this point three batteries of cight

guns opencc{ a furious fire of grape, canister, and shell upon our advancing trooPs.

QOur brave soldiers, heedless of the storm, Pressecl on, determined if PossiHe to take their batterg. A l’reavg
body of imcantrg, twice our number, intcrposcc{ to save their guns. [Here the conflict was terrible. Qur officers
and men, alike instrecl with the inalterable determination to overcome every obstacle to the attainment of their
objectivc, dashed among, them. T he right and center had united on the left. T he intrepid Ragnct and the cool,
calm, courageous Fyron had Pushcd forward among the rocks until the muzzles of the guns of the oPPosir\g
forces Passecl each other. |nch bg inch was the grounc{ Aisputed, until the arti”erg of the enemy had time to
escape with a number of their wagons. The imcantrg also broke ranks and fled from the field. So Prccipitatc was



their Hight that theg cut loose their teams and set fire to two of their wagons. The Pursuit was kept up until
forced to halt from extreme exhaustion of the men, who had been engaged for six hours in the hardest contested
nght it had ever been my lot to witness. | he enemy is now krnown to have numbered 1400 men, Pike's Peaker
miners and regulars, the flower of the ( ].5. Armg.

During the action a part of the enemy succeeded in rcaching our rear, suPrising the wagon guarc{, and burning
our wagons, taking at the same time 16 Prisoners. About this time a party of Prisoners, whom | had sent to the
rear, reached there, and informed them how the Fight was going in front, whereupon they beat a l’]astg retreat,
not, however, until the Pchetration of two acts which the most barbarous savage of the Plains would blush to
own. One was the shootfng and c]angerou513 wounc}ing of the Rev. [ .1 Jones, chaP!in of the [Fourth
chimcnt, with a white ﬁag in his hand, the other an order that the Prisoners tlﬂey had taken be shot in case thcy
were attacked in their retreat. | hese instances go to prove that the}j have lost all sense of humanit\rj in the
insane hatred ’chcg bear to the citizens of the Comcec{cracg, who have the manliness to arm in the defense of

their country's inclcpenclencc‘

We remained upon the battle- field c{uring the da3 of the 29th to burg our dead and Provicle the comfort of the
woundcc{, and then marched to Santa f:c, to procure suPPIics and transPor‘tatfon to rcplace those c{cstrogcc{
bg the enemy.

QOur loss was 36 killed and 60 wounded. OF the killed 24 were from the [Fourth Kegiment, i of the [Fifth
Regiment, 8 of the Seventh Regiment, and 1 of the arti”erg.

T!’;at of the enemy great!g exceeded this numbcr, 44 of their dead being counted where the battle oPened.
T heirkilled must have consiclcrab|3 exceeded 100.

T}we country has to mourn the loss of four as brave and chivalrous officers as evcrgraccd the ranks of any army.
Tl’;e ga”ant Major T rashier fell earlg, Prcssing upon the foe and cl’xcering his men on. The brave and chivalrous
Major Kagnct fell morta”g wounded while engagc& in the last and most dcsPerate conflict of the clay. He
survived Iong enough to know and rejoice at our victory, and then died with |oving messages upon his exPirir\g
prs. The brave, ga”ant Captain Buckholts and | jeutenant Mills conducted themselves with distinguis!’;ec{
ga”antry throughout the Fight and fell near its close. OF the 1iving itis on|9 necessary to say all behaved with
&istinguished courage and c{aring.

This battle proves conclusivelg that few mistakes were made in the selection of the officers in this command.
Thcg were ever in the front, Icading their men into the hotest of the Frag. |t is not too much to say that, even in
the midst of this historic band, among whom instances of individual daring and Personal prowess were constant[3
occurring, Major Fyron was distinguishcc{ }33 the calm intrepiditg of his bearing. [t is due to Ac!Jt E”sbcrrg K.
| _ane to bear teatimoney to the courage and activity he displagec{ in the dfsclﬂarge of his official duties, and to

ac‘mowlcc{gc my O}D|igations for the mannerin which he carried out my orders.

] have the honorto be, very respectmcuug, your obedient servent,



WR . SCURRY,
Coionci, Commanciirig Army of New Mexico.

Maj‘ AM. Jackson
Assistant Acﬁutaﬂb Generai, Armg of New Mcxico

While winning the Pattle of (Glorieta, the (Confederates lost most of their horses and suPPiies, and had no
recourse except to retreat. Sibieg‘s Pians to subsist on federal suPPlies and recruit Mexican Americans failed
because of the deeP distrust the New Mexicans had for the T exans. Further, Sibicg’s men considered him
incompctcnt, a drunkard and a coward since he had not commanded in any of the battles theg Fougiit.

In order to remove the Comcecierates from Santa ]:e and Aibuquerque, Cois Siough and Canbg coordinated
cfforts with Slough attacking Santa [Te with troops from [Fort (Jnion and (Canby faking an attack with troops
from [Fort Craig on Albuquerque. B\u APrii 12, the Confederates evacuated Santa [Te and Aibuquerque
with whatever suPPIies ti‘ncy could find. Canbyjoincci forces with the [Tederal troops from Fort Uriion and for
the first time, Federai forces outnumbered the Comcederates. Ti‘ie combined force followed the Comcederates

souti'iward.

On April 15, 20 miles south of Albuquerque, Canby surprised Sibley's straggling column at what came to be
called the Pattle (skirmish) of Peralta. The Confederates were (Col. (Green's [Fifth T exas Mounted
Volunteers, aPProximateig 500 men, or about 1,/3 of Sibley's force. (Greens position was a strong one behind
the adobe walls of New Mexico territorial (Governor Conne”g’s mansion. An excerpt from [Federal | ieut.
Bell's diary describes what i‘iaPPeneci next. " Our attention was almost immediate|3 diverted to the North,
however, where a Coni:edcrate supply train aPProaci‘ncci Peralta from the direction of Albuqucrque, Consisting
of 7 i‘ieaviig laden wagons, the train was escorted by a detachment of T exans with a mountain [Howitzer. T he
Texans had to stoP and defend themselves when the Fccicrai troops ci‘nargcci within 50 feet of the wagons and
cannon. One (nion man was mor'ta”g wounded, and four Confederates were killed.” Canbg at mid- ciag sent
scparate columns under Cois Gabrici and Ci’rivington around the north and west of Fcralta to Prevcnt re-

emcorcements.

At about 2 o'clock in the afternoon a dust storm arose ciuring which the Comcccicrates manageci to escape,

after setting fire to Cormc”g‘s mansion.

Peralta was to be the last Civii War Battle in New Mexico. Canbg decided that both armies could not subsist

on the meager rations of the rcgiori and Pcrmittcci the Tcxans to escape.

Siblcg detoured around For’c Craig through the rugged San Mateo Mountains and reached the Mesi”a va”cg
with 1800 weary men. Ti’ieg marched on to ]:ort Bliss where theg spent Mag and Part of June gati'iering

suPPiics and raiciing north into New Mexico for the horses needed for tiweirjoumeg home to San Antonio.
T hus ended the Disaster of Sibieg’s camPaign.



