SFRUCE MCCOY BAIRD

(1814-1872)

Sprucc McCog Bairc},Jurist and Comcedcra’ce officer, was born at Glasgowj Kcntuckg, on
October 8, 1814. [He taught school there before moving to T exas. [He lived at Woodvi”e
and San Augus’cinc before beginning his law Prac’cice at Nacogdochcs. On Mag 27,1848,
(Governor George T. Wood aPPointcd Baich’udge of the ncw]g established Santa [Te
County, cast of the Kio Graﬂcle in what is now New Mexico, an area included in the bounds
of the Republic of T exas but unorganizcd until after the Treatg of Guaclalupe Hiclalgo
concluded the Mexican War. Paird was unsuccessful in his attempts to set up T exas
jurisdiction, for the natives of Saﬂta e Count9 were Republican in Po]itics and were
oPPoscd to Texas control. Fur’chcrmore Bairc} was oPPoscd }33 Col. Jo}m M Washingtonj
commanc}ing officer at Santa [Te. When | exas sold her claim to the area as a result of the
Compromise of 1850, Baird was left without ajob‘ He stagecl in New Mexico, became a
member of the bar there, and in 1852 was lnclian agent to the Navajos. ]n 1860 he was
aPPoin’ceé at’comcg gencra] of Ncw Mexicoj but in 1861 he was forced to leave the state
because of his symPathy with the Comcecleracy‘ Oﬂ March 4, 1862, he was indicted for high
treason and his Property was confiscated. Baird returned to Texas, where he recruited and
commanded the [Tourth chimentl Arizona Brigade, which served t}wroug%out T exas, mostlg
on the northwest frontier. [{e was Paro]ecl in \)ulg 1865 and in 1867 moved to | rinidad,
(Colorado, where he oPened a law office. Paird married [ mmacetta (. Bowdr9 of
Kcn’cuck}j in1848. On June 5,1872, he died at Cimarronj New Mexico.
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