STEELE, WILLIAM

(1820-1885)

William Steele, army officer, son of Orlan Steele, was born in New York in 1820.
e gracluated from the umted States Mi]itary Acaclemy at West Foiﬂt on Ju]y i,
1840, and was transferred to the Sou’c%westj where he engagcc} for several years in
Jndian ?ighting, Par’cicularlg in | exas. [He Par’cicipate& in the Mexican War from 1846
to 1848, received a commendation for meritorious service, and was Promoted to
captain. Steele resigned his commission in the (Jnited States Army on May 30,
1861, andjoinec} the Corncedcrate forces in Texas. He served in New Mexico in
1862 under (Gen. Henr9 . Sibleg and was Promoted to brigadier general. Steele
was assigned to command the defenses of Ga]veston in 1864 and later took part in

the Red River Campaign. After the death of (Gen. Thomas (Green, Steele

commanded a division of arti”ery.

A]Cter the Civi] War Stee]e returned to T exas and from 1866 to 1877 eﬂgaged in
the mercantile business in San Antonio. | rom \)anuarg 20, 1874, to January 1879
he was adjutant general of T exas and during this time brought about a reorganization
of the T exas Kangers‘ Steele married Annie Du \/al; theg had one child. e died on
January 12,1885, at San Antonio‘
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