SHEROD HUNTER

Sherocl Hunter was born around 1824, it is unknown exactly when, and was Probabb born

around Robertson Countg, Teﬂnessee‘

On QOctober 10, 1841 [Hunter applicd for a marriage license to a woman named Lgdia

Hunter (Probablg a cousin) but it is unknown if the\lj ever actua”y got married.

Shor’cly before 1 857 Huntcr moved to Mesi”aj Ncw Mexico and a few years later he settled
on the Mimbres Kiver, about 25 miles outside Deming, New Mexico. He began acareerasa
farmer in the area. [Junter became a soldier for the (Confederate Army when (Governor

aulor of the newly created Arizona | erritory requested soldiers. He enlisted as a private
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in CaPtain George Frazer's ComPaﬂy of Arizona Kangers.

Bg August 1,1861 he had been Promotcd to [Tirst | ieutenant. Baylor later commissioned
| t Hunter to the Kegiment of Arizona Rangers, where he was again Promoted to caPtaiﬂ

and Placecl n charge of recruitment.

On Februarg 10, 1862 Hunter and his men were ordered to go to T ucson to establish a
mi]itarg post for observation of (Jnion forces that were coming from California. Hunter’sjob
in | ucson was also to deal with the |ndian situation that had eruPteé in the area. Cap’cain
Hunter's " Arizona CamPaigﬂ,“ as it was ca”ecl, lasted until M89 14, 1862. FHunter used a hit
and run attack P]an to free the Arizona Terri’corg from the (Jnion forces that occupicd it and
was able to take control of the area all the way to the Co]orado River‘ Hunter‘s track record
was excellent. [ e was able to dclag the invasion by the (California Column for over a month
and also won the two most western conflicts with Uﬂion Forces, Staﬂwix Station (March 30,

1862) and Picacho [Pass (APrll 15,1862).

On May 14, 1862, [Hunter's small army was Fina“g forced to evacuate T ucson, and again
evacuate Mesilla when the Comceclerate forces chose to PU” out of there. AFter arriving in

San Antonio in late Julg of 1862, [Hunter resigncc} his Position of Captain of the Arizona



Rangers. [Hunter was later Promotecl to the Position of Major in Bag]or‘s Regiment of
T exas-Arizona Cavalrg on October 3, 1862. [He Plagcd a Promincnt role in the battles
against umorw forces under General Nathaniel F Banks in the | ouisiana area in 1863 and
1864. [1is most famous accomp]is}wmcnt was the capture of Prashear Citgj LA After his
successes in | _ouisiana, Hunter became the centerPiece to a Plaﬂ to retrieve the Avrizona

Territor9 for the Comcederacy.

On Januarg 25,1865 Sherod [Hunter was detached from his regiment to return to Arizona
to raise a force that might serve the Comcecleracg in New Mexico and Arizona. Not much is
known about [Hunter's time in Avrizona. |t seems that he took the title of Colone]. [Te was

able to establish a post at Eaglc F’ass and raised a regiment of 300 men.

]t is ]ike]g that went to Mexico to recruit, because many Comcederate supporters fled there
from California and the New Mexico and Arizona | erritories bg the (nion. | ittle is known
of SECrocl Hunter after the war encled, excePt that he was known to have made stoPs in

Mexico and ] ennessce until sett]ing down in Arkansas where he died.
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