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K.C.MacDonald

] have long harbored doubts about most Progressive/hardcore Comcederate camPaigﬂ
camPing arrangements. There are those, and bu”3 for them, whojust hurl themselves down on
the hard grouné and fall aslccp in all weathers. [However, | reckon the vast majori’cg erect
shelter-tent-cities that look more like '(Grant's army on the march' than a trulg (onfederate
encampment. Indeed, there has been a tendency,simplg because we have so much good
information on I:ederal camPaigning, shelter tents and the like - to follow proper cheral
hardcore camping Procec!ure while Por’craying (onfederates T his essayis a first stab at
trging something different. l hoPe it will encourage exPerimentation. (For a goocl articles on
Feéera] camping see 'Homc Swec’c Home Away From Homc‘ }33 Jo}m Rees, Camp
C/vase Gazett@ Oc’cober 2000, vo].27, no.10 or check out the Co/umbfa Ki}[/es
Compcnc/fum, available from the Jersey Skinet Licker).

Comccdcratcs and the Shcltcr Halmc

A]Cter years of sPecu]ation concerning manufacture and distribution, Freclerici( Gaecle‘s
book on 7—/[16 /:ec/era/C/v// Wargllle/ter Tent(O‘Donﬂe” Fub]ications 200 1) may be
regardeé as virtua”y the final word on the subjcct. From it we learn that the cheral SHCIter
tent went into mass Procluction in1862, with 402,000 being contracted for that year }33 the
umon Qpartermaster Genera] (Gaede 2001:109~1 1). Their issue began at least as ear|3
as March, 1862 and at least i 5,000 Pairs accompanicd the Army of the F’otomac at the
beginm’ng of the Feninsu]a CamPaign (Gaede 2001:1 9). 53 the summer of i 862, the shelter
tent was wiclesPreacl in the Army of the Fotomac, a]though it was not a universa”g used in the
western Fcc!era] armies until 1863 (rep]acing the Siblcys and the A~1Crame>. T}wusj
no’ciona”yl the Confederate imcarx’cryman‘s encounter with the [Tederal shelter tent would
have begun in SPriﬂg 1862 in the cast, and several months later in the west. Wheﬂ they
encountered it, did they adop’c it, and whatever did they do before it? Bc” Jrvin Wiley gave an
aPProPriatc summary response to this question in [ he [ ife oz[Jo/mny Keb some time ago:

[oets have c/@/{gﬁtcc/ to dwell upon the tented tield of (_onfederate a/aﬂs, but Cal’)OPf@S were
rarc/y found outside the imagination of the verse makers. Dur/ng the terrible c/ownpours n
\/1@/’/7/’3 of March and A pr// 1862, the great ma/’or/’tﬂ of _Johnston's forces marched without



raincoats and 5/6Pf on the mua’a’ﬂ ground without benefit of shelter... [ aterin the war oif
cloths [gum 5/5/7,éet5/ and tent~ﬁ/@5, both obtained /arge/ﬂ from the Yan,éees, were in Greater
ev/c/ence, but even 50, the soldier who had such Protectfon was the except/on rather than the

rule

(Wiley 1943, pg.276)

Wi]eg‘s notion of Comcederatc use of caP’curec} Union Skeltcr Halves was buttressed }33 a
quota’cion from the unpub]is%edjouma] of 0.7 . Hanks (] exas Brigaée) after the battle of

(Haines Mill:

e have had a g/or/ous v/ctory with its rich Booty. A many one of our 5035 now have a Pa/'r
of Priches a nice rubber cloth & a Paff of blankets also a Paff ormore of Small T ent
C/ot/75. o

(quotea’fn [/[//'/eﬂ. ] 94-3. Pg./é)

This may indeed be the earliest (Confederate reference to the shelter half. Another early
reference comes from the reminiscences of CaPt. John . Worsham, 21st Va, ANV writing
of the Secorwcl Bu” Run (i 862) camPaign

f 77/76 2 ]st \//'rg/n/a had ég this time learned to live without tents, [and] it was casy for the
men to move. 77)6 on{y shelter the men had were oil or rubber cloths and cotton flies. 77)6
[atter were of cotton about fouréy six feet in size and hemmed around the borders. Button
holes were worked around these borders and buttons sewed on at certain P/aces... //7 mov//zg
all that was needed was to roll up our@ or oilcloth to take with us, put oursmall lot of

COOLI}”{g utensils in the wagons, /Dut on our accoutrements and take arms.” Kobcn‘son, Jamcs

/Jr. 1964 One ofJacéson’s /:oot Cava/rqf)g.ﬂo

But for many in the Army of Northern \/irginia, the situation did not imProve after stunning
victories in the Feninsu]a orinthe \/a”eg. F’rivate Wi“iam Montgomerg of the 2nd SCJ
ANV wrote on 7 December, 1862 near Fredericksburg:

”/4 great many t/)at/,énow are entfr@/ﬂ barefooted & but very few have over one blanket &
you Lkrnow that one blanket to the man & he is exposec/ to Pe/t//zg snow without any tent or
shelter of . any Lkind. save what he can rcaa’i@ construct of brush is not cnoug/). 4



Montgomergl Gcorgia Sharps}'nootcrj 1997 Pg.74~
Nor were t%ings much better for this same soldier on 7 Mag, 186%:

. /a/ong the Kappa/)anock] it has been raining for two or three daﬂs & we have been /ﬂfn‘g
here on the riverbank without tents.” (/\//onégomery Fs 86, )

]ncleecl, the Frequent state of affairs for many eastern Comcederates, outside of winter

quarters, may be concise]y summarised by the e]oqueﬂt memoirist David Holt (Frivate, i 6th

MS, ANV):

"Next we moved on a short distance into a P/casant grove of trees, where after roll call we

broke ranks, faid on the (grounaf and went to 5/ccp. "

Ho]t (Cockre“ & Ba“ard eds.), A Mississippi Rebe] in the ANV 1995, Pg.264~.

[However, Pcrhaps because oFgcars of successful acquisition bg capture, Gien. | eewas able
to command at the onset of the Wilderness camPaign, Genera] Order No‘?_7 (jAPri],
1864), that ’(5/)6/tcr~tcnt5 will be issued to the troops as faras Pract/ca[)/c. 4

Further to the west, for most regiments, the tented field ceased to be a rea]ity once active

campaigning bcgan:

Journal entry from[ £ A Finnell, 10 August, 1862, 8th Mo (CSA), Trans-Miss —"Not
a tentin the Brg [5r{gac/e/”<Banasi1< ecl.) Serving with [Honor 1 999.

Memoirs of th‘ JF Cannon, on detachment with the §§rcl MS, Aug/SePt 1862 KY
CamPaign:

" We carried no tents, [gl'vouacéi/zg anyw/;ere we were allowed to stop /O/zg enoug/7 to get a
few hours 5/ccp, cons/a/@rfqg ourselves /ucky it /)appcfn@a/ to be in the timber where we could
have the shelter of a tree.”

Anc} April 1863, with the 27’c}1 AL, on lcaving a fixed camp at For’c [Hudson ForJackson:

as to Packfng fwas a sma///’o[z ha ving no tents and not/)/ng to Pac,é except our scanty
,énapsa cks.”



Carmon (Crowson & Brogc}en eés.) Bloodg Banncrs and Bare]coot Bogs 1997, Pp-
lo&26

But a few regiments, raised laterin the war and equiPPed }39 more orgaﬂisecl quartermasters
clePartments, maﬂaged to maintain a semblance of ’ProPer’ camp life well into mid-war, as

these letter Fragments from th. Grant Taglor (‘%Oth AL) attest:

Near (olumbus, Ms 22nd December, 1862 (Pg. 137):

"We are éeg/hnmg to sece somet/)/hg of a Soldier's [ ite. When we are ordered to move, it is
a/waﬂs done in a /)ur/y and cveryt/vlhg in contusion. |}e have lost a good many of our cook/ng
utensils since Mo[’w’/e. But we have been fortunate enoug/7 to Aeep our tents up and to draw
more. Mﬂ mess has a good wall tent, brand new like the officers had when you were down...”

Near\/icksburgl i4th Jan. 1863 (Pg. 150):

"We have got all our tents and [)aggag@ with us at [ast and we are a/ofng 1[/}76/5, but/ tell you
the tirst 8 a/aﬂs after we got here saw sg/vts for we left 6\/@(91,‘/7/’/75 i \//’C,é:s[)urg but one
blanket each and for two /7(g/7t5 it rained terr/é{g. ”Taylor (Blomquist & Taylor ecls.) This

Crue] Wa r, 2000

But of course, this iclg”ic state lasted for the 40th AL, on|9 a few more months. The same
writer during the Atlanta CamPaignj 1 864

Near Marietta, 15 June, 1864 (Pg.257)

o can /73/‘0@ imagine how [ would feel with all my clothes a//y onme. | get wet and let my clothes
c/fg onme anc/ofa /7(g/7t tumtg/e down on t/7@ wet/eaves anc/grass anc/get up wet t/76 next

morn/hg. "

]n the west, once ]osing their baggage train }39 some mishaP, soldiers were left to imProvise
shelter as best t}wcg could. l have not yet been able to find any contcmporarg Wes’cem
Comcedcra’ce references to their using captured chcra] SECIter halfs. ] would suspcct that
this may be due to the lack of oPPortunities for the unfortunate Arm9 of Teﬂnessee to
P]under vanquishec} enemies after 1862 (excepting Chickamauga).



Howevcn the Comccderacg did not relg upon Frovic}encc and caP’cuer Yankcc tentage
alone. There were concerted elcmcorts, both imProvisecl }39 so]cliers, and commissioned by the

governmeﬂt to Provide some overheacl ShCItCFFOF the trooPs.
" Stretchin J24 Bla nkets”

]n mai(ing a systematic trawl through Comceclerate soldiers' letters and diaries at my clisPosa]
in Preparing this essay, | found it remarkable how Frequentlg references were made to
“s’cretc%ing blankets" as a campaign camping option. The P}wrase seemed universal, if more
common in the West than in the [” ast. This strategy is certainlg far too uncler~rePresentecl in
living }'n'storg. To begin, ”stre’cching blankets" was sometimes sgs’cematicj inc]uding the

laborious modification of blankets to facilitate their conversion into a tent:

7 7—/7rcc of us have made a tent [75 56W1hg to / two/ blankets tog@tAcc which serves us a gooa/
purpose, ,éeepf/zg us to/eraé{g c/fg &

”/—]'ac/ considerable rain last /7(g/7t my mess of seven has a tent made of four blankets which
shelters us to/eraé{g well "

Journa] entries from Lt. E_A Finne”, 8th Mo (CSA), 17 September and 2 October,
1862 respective]g, Trans~MississiPPi Tl‘ncatre ; both Publis}wcd in: Banasikl M.I (ed)

1999. Serving with [onor: the Diar9 of CaPtain E_than A”en Finﬂe”, PP 12,15

]n other circumstances things seemed still more imProvisecl, though even here one can imagine
a few field-made grommets, or stones twisted in corners and tied with twine as being

necessary to anchor thesc contraptions:

1 Afl our tents éc/hg worthless and condemned were burned in [ ullahoma. A blanket
stretched is a Poorsuﬁstz’tute for a tent, t/voug/v it does very well”

L’c. [Hiram Moorman, 1%th T enn. mid-1863, Army of T ennessce from Moorman, [Jiram C
1989. "The Moorman Memoraﬂclum." Comceclerate Chrom’cles of Tenﬂessee 3:59-95.

”/—]'av//zg beds of leaves and brush to Aeep us [a[gove / . the water, and stretc/ﬁrg blankets
over us, we succeeded in getting a few hours 5/66P i 5pl’tc of the torrents all nig/n‘



Memoirs of Fv’c. JF Carmon, 27’c}1 A]abama, Junc 20, 1864, on campaign with the Army of

Tennessee in Georgia, in B]oocly Banners and Bare?oot Boys (Crowson & Brogclen
eds), 1997, pp. 75-76

v We have no tents yet, so we have to make out as best we can [’75 5tretc/’7/hg ourblankets.”

Letter of 24 Oct, 1867, Lookout Mountain, Ist Lt‘ ‘Montgomerg‘ §rc1 Bat‘ Georgia
Sharpshooters, G@orgfa 5/73/7>5/700f6r. 1997 Pg.?é

A | ieutenant from the 13th T ennessee noted the Fo”owing after the withdrawe! from
T ullahoma .

Al our tents b@/hg worthless & condemned were burnt at | ullahoma . A blanket stretched is
a poor substitute for a tent, t/70ug/7 it does very well

Fiﬂallg, something in this same vein with canvas sheets seems to be indicated by the Fo”owing

]etter?ragmcnt by L’c. Elias Davis, 4 May 1864, CO.B, ioth Alaj %rd Corps, ANV:

four sermon was /hterruptca’ [)ﬂ an order] to strike tents, cut them up and distribute them

among men.t

from Fower;J T ]998. [_6@’5 M/S@fa[)/cspg 17

Thc ups%ot of all of this is that field-modified b]ankcts, or disarticulated A~1Crames canvas,
could very uselcullg be incorPoratecl into camPaigﬂ imPressions, both east and west, virtua”y
throughout the war. As stated above, however, it would be a mistake to think that
Corncedcrate quartermastcrs ignorec} aneed for tentage by their field armies. ]nc}eedj ’c}wcy
had a unique response, which is curious|9 undocumented in most of the camPaigﬂer literature:

the tent ﬂy
Confederate Tcnt—ﬂics

The first mention that l have found to the requestecl manufacture of Comceclerate tent-flies
comes from the OR, Scr.] , vol.lj Pg.9§9, inai8 June, 1861 letter from RS Gamctt
(CO Dcpartmcn’c of Nor’chwestcm \/irginia) to the lnspec’cor Gcncra]:



’Manﬂ are without blankets, and | may say ncar{y all are without tents... | shall ask toa’aﬂ for
five hundred tent f//es, as it will take too much time to make tents.”

This suggestion, or notion, soon became wiclesPread because thenceforth mentions of tent-

flies' become Frequent in ANV corresponclence‘ Genera] | ee himsehc, in SPecia] Orclers
No. 22 (1 June, 1862) commanded that,

”On/ﬂ sutficient transporta tion will be retained for carrying the necessary Cook/ng utensils
and such tents or tent-flies as are lhc//}spensa[)/e to the comfort and Prot@ctfon of the troops.”

OK., Ser.] , vo].i‘h

Anot}wcr Par’cicu]arlg tc“ing examplc comes from Maj. Cen. R.S. Ewc“l 3rd Division ANV,
giving orders to his subordinates at the onset of the SPring 1862 CamPaign

"You cannot 5r/}zg tents; [instead, [gr/h‘gj tent Hies without Po/cs, or tents cut down to that

size, and on{y as few as are 1hc7’13p@nsa[>/c 4

OKJ Ser.lj \/ol.] 2, Pg.892

Tent flies also had a long historg in the western theatre, where theg remained the PriﬂciPal
camPaign tentage in that depar’cmen’c until the Atlanta Campaign. In General Orders no.109
(8 August, i 862), Genera] Bragg sPechciecl the Fo”owing field equipment for the Army of

TCHﬂCSSCC:

”Camp ec}'wpage - One tent to each reg/ment for medical c/epartment, I tent to each
rcgi}nenta/ Acaa’quarﬁcrs; 2 tents to each ér{gaa/c Acaa’quartcrs; 2 tents to each Division
/lleac/guar‘ters; 6 tent-tles for every 100 men. 7

OR, Serl, Vol 16, PS 746

A few months later at the co”apsc of the Kentuckg Campaign and the armg‘s retreat sout}m
Maj. Gen Hardee wrote a remarkable note to his CorPs Commander, General Folk:

"Your order c//rcct/ng the destruction of tent~f/[e.§, &c. has been received and immedia te{g
issued. As most of my train is forward of this P/ace its prompt comp//ancc cannot be effected.

As we have traveled thus far without hindrance, and as we have empty wagons to assist those



which may be over/oaa/eaf / would respect[u/{y suggest the Proprfez,y of keepfng the 7[//65,
which / fearwe may have c/n%cu/tﬂ reP/aC/hg o

OR, Ser.1,Vol.16/2, Pgﬂél

ThatHardee's logic was followed is attested }39 the verbatim rePetition of Bragg’s tent~1qy
order of 6 per 100 men at the onset of the Spring 1863 camPaign in | ullahoma <5Pecial

Order No.9§; OR Ser. i, \/o]. 25).

T he use of tent-flies farther to the west in the Mississippi campaign areais reflected bg the

gollowing two Pieces of correspondence:

”/\/ear the l/l/f//ow 5prfng road we reached a Kebe/ camp which had been /mastf/ﬂ abandoned.
777@ tents were still stanc//rg We burned the camp, saving 6 of the best tent~f//es, / P/ano, ]
rebel [/a(g) I camp cot marked ’Captafn /\//acke\y, Putler's Kevengers, Camp Be/yémih, ‘and

also many articles of S/g/)t intrinsic va/ue, which are Proper/y retained as mementos [75 those

who found them.”

Report of Col. [Halbert I Faine of the 4th Wisconsin, regarding araid carried out in the

vicinity of Fort Gibson & Graﬂcl Guhc Rai]roacl (Z"r June, | 862); OK SCF‘ i, vol.15
[whatever did t}weg do with the Piano?]

’(§anc/[>ags were made from tent-flies and old tents turned over to me [75 the quartermasters
c/epartment 7

Report of Maj. Samue] Lockett, CS Engineers, ChieF E_ﬂgineer of the Comceclerate
Siege lines at \/icksburg (writing after the surrencler); OR SCF‘ i, \/o]l‘i—

]n the Trans~MississiPPi, quartermasters reports confirm that tent-flies (as well as n A
T ents" and Wall tents) were still being manufactured in that theatre of war late into 1863,
and Per%aps begond (Nicholls, The Confederate Qpartermas’cer in the Trans~MississiPPi,

pg> 6)

But what exactly were Comcederate tent-flies? T.A. Tooke of Co. C, 9th | ouisiana
]nlcantry, wrote from \/irginia to his sweetheart on 26th APrilj 1862 that,



"We have got Hiers (or rather tents with both ends opcncaQ to 5/ccp mn.”

T:rom Brot/mrs in G/‘aﬂ (Cutrer & F’arris}'n cds.}, Pg.84~

T his brief c}escrip’cion conforms to what we know about tent-flies. T}wcg were (1S Army
equipage of ]ong~staﬂcling, made as seParate seconclary covers for the Peaks of wall tents
(see Photograph below), for which theg also sometimes served as over~hanging Porches. |
have been able to view an original (nion tcn’cﬂqg of this type in | ouisiana, and can state that
thcy were 9'inrun, and 12'in rise, with 3 Pane]s running longwags across the item, with 4
stitched reinforced grommet holes sPaced even|9 on each short sicle, beginniﬂg at the
corners. T}wc Comcedera’ces seemed to have manufactured these as indcpendcn’c items, much
like very large shelter tents, thus the ratio of I 5+men per tcn’cﬂqg spechcicd n Bragg‘s
General orders of 1862 and i 863! ]Fyou look close|9 at some illustrations and Photos you
can see them in use. Agood examp]cj which is Pic’cured bclowl is one of Frivate Conrac} Wise
Cl‘napman's Paintings of the 3rd KY imcantrg camp near (orinthin Mag, 1862. Here you
can see two of these substantial tent-flies and get a notion of their scale. Theg differ from
A-Trames in that they have no closure at either end and seem to have used on]y imProvisecl
ric}ge Poles. The examp]cs in the Painting, like the original (nion ’centﬂqg, have Fourgrommct
holes for cords & stakes. l am current]y searchiﬂg for more clata, Particu]arlg from
quartermaster sources, for the exact spechcications of such Comcederate tent-flies
(cspcciallg materials & Pancls, since we can be reasonab]g confident about their dimensions

and grommet ho]e arrangements)‘



Conracl Wisc Chapman‘s painting of Con{:cclcratc Civil War Tcnt-]:ly, used as it was intended!
Tcnt»ﬂ_g(s), 1862 Fostcarcl P[-loto from 1908 A“egheng,

Fcnnsylvania.

Toclag mainstream sutlers sell things that theg call tent-flies as either part of wall tent
equipage or as tentage for artillery batteries which tended to carry them in their limbers and
set them up using the limbers as frameworks. Measurements vary: l have seen both 12
squares (using4~ Panc]s) and 12 bg 9'items for sale. HaPPi19 l discussed this issue with Don
Smith of the Trans~MississiPPi DcPot who undertook to take his best stab at an authentic
hand-finished Product. |n the end his construction follows the model of the ( Jnion tent Flg
mentioned above, and was made out of a light canvas (cluck) ]t looks the busincss, and will be
given a test run this season. Anothcr has been ordered. Rcalistica”g, on|9 about one per

mess is needed, with the Hy comFortaHy(?) sleeping eigh’c.‘.



Men of the First Alabama Picturecl at Fensacola camp in APriII 861.Atent {:Ig is clearly seen here in use over
awall tent. The four grommet holes are clcarly clcpictcd on the left hand side of the ﬂg.



TrooPs of the 5th Gcorgia at camp in 1861, again note the use of the tent ﬂy



Albumen Print from 1862 taken in [redericksburg, subjccts include: Jedediah Hotchkiss, James Priscoe,
Fred f)riscoc, and ‘Smittg‘. Noticc Tent ﬂg with 4 lateral attachments on each side and is elevated well above
ground level to encourage a dra{:t‘ Tl'ﬁs is the same aPProximate size as the 12 by 9 foot u5 ﬂg‘

Some Final Thoughts

The Foregoing presents some viable oPtions for imProving Comcccleratc camPaign
imPrcssion. The keg tl'ling to rememberis that camPing should be aPProPriatc to the time and
P!acc of scenarios, and should be differentiated from what is done for f:eclera! imPressions.
She~bangs of shelter halves with more rigging than a schooner do not seem to be an
aPProPriatc Comcccleratc camPing strategy (l certainlg have never seen angthing like them
mentioned bg the origina! Comceclcrate cliarists). Rathcr, Comcccleratc camPir\g should be:

I) varied and imProvisecl within 'no wagon' scenarios (thinic “stretching b]ankets", -

supplcmentccl in the E_ast bg caPturecl shelter ha!ves))



OR

2) cohesive and organised within 'wagomsupplicd‘ scenarios (such as Seven Dags Pattles
AN\/, or mid war Army of the Tenﬂessee with one Comcederate tent ﬂy foreach mess, and
Perhaps awall tent for the o#icers)‘

f course Winter Quarters is something different, but that's for next time...
O , < :



