The Aclvcnturés of a Tenclcr[:oot

By E.B. DHamel

History of an cht. Mountcd Kiﬂcs and Co. G, 3% cht. And CaPt Coopwood’s Spy
Co.and an Texasin | exas and New Mexico.

E_ar|9 in the ]:a” of 1858, when ] was about twenty%:hree years olcl, living with my
brothers, \)ohn, Joseph and Femando, for some reason or other, my head got too big for my
ha’c, and l concluc}ec}, like a donkeyl to leave f‘lavanal Cuba, where we were resic}ing, for Ncw

Or]eans, | a.
] sneaked on board of the Americaﬂ schooner “Salvador"’ CaPtain Hanson, and old

friend, who was in command, collected from me regu]ar fare. \We made a quick run to New
Orleans, four days from [Javana.

Oﬂ arriving, at New Orleaﬂs l found my brother | ouis in business for himse]]c, and
owning a very pretty house at 150 Parrack Street, with Plentg of accommodations for his
Fami]y and m\ljsehc. [Te furnished me a room, and at night | would eat with the Familyl which gave
me board and Iodging free.

] found emp]ogmcnt and earned a dollar and a quartcr to a dollar and a half a dayl
accorc}ing to the work.

M9 meal in the morning was very earlg, before six o’clock, which ] took in the ]:rench
Market A’c i1 o'clock all the largc hotels gave a free lunch cos’cing 15 cents. ]n that way l
managed to Pu“ t%roug%—in the way of meals. The money ] carned was cnoug}'n to clothe me
and | made a goocl appearance.

]n the sPring of 1 859, ] found a betterjob, when the river oPeﬂecl, as a mud clerk on
the New Orleans, St. | ouis & St Joscph FPacket “Minnihaha,” Cap’cain Richard
Woo]]cork; Chie]c Ogicer and Mate, | om Henthorn; Mr. 5 Hutchinson, chief clerk and
Part owner of the steamboat; Mr. James Degges, second clerk, and myselﬁ very glacl to be
even a “mud clerk.” | remained in that capaci’c}j until the end of April, 1860.

Oﬂ the i‘fth of APril, 1860, the clay Henrg Clay statue was unveiled on Caﬂal
Street, our steamboat was loaded with cargo for all lanclings between New Orleans and St‘
| ouis and St. Joe; most of the cargo bcing sugar in hogshcac}s for St. | ouis where we were
several day c}ischarging



On board of the steamboat, | made the acquaintance of a young Eng]isnman, Harrg
Malam by name, who had been a clr9 goods clerk. When we arrived in Cairo, ]”inois, we took
on two more passengers, young men; one Henr9 Hall, a saddler }39 trade, and John Paxter,
the son of a rich caPitalist residing in F’ittsburgh F’a. During the triP to St. | ouis we became
very ct‘nummy, and when we got there, we were struck with what was called the “Fikespeak golcl
fever” and concluded that when we got to St‘ Joe, Mo., we would work our way “Fikespeak
or bust.” Before ]eaving St. | ouis, we put our few dollars togetner and bougnt some mining
tools and Provisions. We were not the onlg ones who had the go]d fever. Sam Wrightl the
chief engineer of the “Minnihaha” and all the other emplogees were also affected. CaPtain
Wooltork, Tom Henthornl Mr. Hutcninson and the watchman were the on]y ones that
remained aboard the boat.

After we finished clischarging in St. _Joe and Atchison we all went ashore and formed
acamp. We were several c}ays getting teams and wagons to cross the F]ains from Atcnison to
Denver, sometning over 700 miles. After a long tramp we arrived at Denver on the ‘tth of
Ju]y, 1860. We remained in Denver a clay or two to get our bearings for the golcl cliggings in
the mountains, t‘naving had favorable information that go]cl was P]enthcul ina gulct‘n known then
as Spanisn Gulch a hundred miles more or less from Denver, over the mountain trai], and it
took us three cla95 to tramp that clistance, a mountaineer would have made the distance in
less than two clays. On arriving we fell into the hands of claim sharks, who sold us a claim
which afterwards Provec} to be a salted one. We started to work, tn'ring a couPIe of
exPerienced miners to teach us how to drift and tunnel under the mountain. Harry Malam and
Frank Ha” had become quite exPert, but John Baxter and mysellC scemed on]y fitted to
wheel dirt. The }3095 agreec} that | being avery good cook, should do the cooking and wheel
dirt. We all did our bestl and from the 8th or iOth otJulg to the end of September we worked
and then took stock, to find that all we had left were our tools. We sold the tools for less than
half of what tney cost, divided the money and seParated. | tramped to Denver and on the first
week of October, 1860, | became acquaintec} with Mr. W. A. Buffom, correspondent for
the New York Hera]d and United States Consul at Smgrna, who was on a tur]ough
traveling tnrougn the west in great stgle; he had a very fine ambulance with four fine mules and
a pony, the outfit naving cost sometning like $2,500. Buffom was in want of a Spanish
interPreter and gave me thejob at $15 a month to accompany him down the Rio (Grande to
Santa e, New Mexico. Our agreement did not last very ]ong. Tt‘ne first clay after traveling
about 20 miles, we camped ina very pretty spot with Plentg otgrass and water.



Having taken Bugom’s double-barreled sho’cgun without Permission, | went scouting
around and came back to camp with half a dozen fine quail, which ] gave to the driver who was
also a cook. When Bugom discovered that l had giveﬂ the birds to the cook to prepare for
supper, he became very angry and ovcrbcaring, and tried to treat me as a servant; then l
became angry and sent him to the clevil, S0 seParatecl then and there. Next moming he
started with his outfit to travel down the Kio Graﬂcle, and after he had been gone sometime, ]
started with all my bclongings (the suit | stood in and my Bowie knife) to tramp to E] Faso,
Tcxasj a c}istanccj as the roads ran ’c}'nen, of about eleven hundred milcsj more or less. A}C’cer
tramPing a few clags, l was overtaken }39 Col. Kit Carson, the great Americaﬂ Scout, who
led (General [Fremont across the mountains to the Pacific, and who there acquirec} the
nickname of the “Fathfinder” Col. Carson was travcling inawagon and insisted on my riding
with him about Fortg miles to his ranch at T aos, where he was beauthcuny situated with rich
lands and ca’ctlcj and looked upon }33 his Navajo Jndians as a (God. A)thr remaining at T aos
a few dagsj %aving rested wc“, ] ’crampcd to Santa T:é where l remained a few éa\ljS; then on
from Santa ¢ to A]buquerque to [Tort Craig which was one side of the river, and on the
other was a small vi”age of Mexicans and ]nclians called \/alvercle. This is the beginniﬂg of
Dead Mar’s desert 90 miles from Valverde to Da Anna. T he activity of the |ndians made
traveliﬂg clangerous‘ The country from Albuquerque was lined with frontier raﬂches, Plenty
of catt]e, sheeP and goats; all the ranchmen had their own adobe houses well white-washed
and beautiful. Evcrg nig}w’c | was invited to crjog their %ospitalitgl a gooc} supper, gcncra”g
consisting of Pig or kid roasted, torti”as, Frﬂo]es, asacleras, and a good woolen mattress to
sleeP on. lﬂ the morning theg gave me breaiocast, and if the distance l had to travel was very
great, would put up a lunch for me to carry. Evcrgonc was most kind and simPatico, and
would never take a cent or allow me to do any work; on the contrarg t}wcg seemed to be sorry
for the forlorn Gringo‘ At Fort Craig, ] fell in with a Mr. Ruis, a Mexican Freighter with
twelve large loaded wagons, having six and cig}'n’c mules and horses for re]ags. Mr. Ruis invited
me ’cojoin him and his caravan across Dead Man’s desert, which was very dangcrous on
account of the Navajo and APache ]nclians who continued Fo”owing us in the hoPe of
stampec}ing our stock. We therefore had to be very vigilant and stand guard like soldiers. |t
took several nig}w’cs to cover the ninetg miles across the desert; water was scarce as it seldom
rained in that country, but as the dews at night were heavy and the grass very Fiﬂe, the stock
did not suffer. We got across to Da Anna without any great cligiculty, with the exceptiorw of

one night when the |ndians raided us; we were about 1Ci1ct3 and ’Che\lj did not bother us again. Jn
Da Anna, l left Mr. Ruis and tramPecl to ] a Mesi”a, the caPitol of Avrizona territorg‘ [ rom



Da Arna to La Mcsi“a were towns, vi”ages and ranches, so | got a]ong splendidlg. At a
Mesilla ] fell in with two New Yorkers, ]:rank Deruther and George Futnam, who had charge
of the stage and the umtecl States mail agency. ] found ajob to look after the horses and
%amcssj for which they gave me board and lodging. ] rested there about a week or ten c}ays
and one morningjust at six o’clock ] tramped to El Faso, ictyﬂcour miles. l tramPed from six
o’clock in the morning till 8 at night having had no Foocl, with the exception of a light breakfast.
For’cunately for me, in my exhausted state l }Jrought up the day on the stcp of the house
occupicd by the on]y white man, his wife and daughtcr; this house was the on]y house within
the radius of the great flour mills owned and run }39 Major Simon Hart, a contractor
?umishing flour for the (nited States regu]ar army on the frontier. | he white man Provcd to
be Mr. Hiram Coopcr, head millerin charge of the [Hart Mi“s. Mr. Coopcr kindlg took me in
and gave me cold snack for supper, while his wife made me a cup of tea, and afterwards made
me a shakedown where | s]ept like a log: T hat was my last c}a\lj’s ’cravcling from the golc} mines
in the mountains of [Denver, which started on the 1 of October and ended about the first
week in December at [Jart’'s Mills in 1860. ]F you take a map you will find that ] tramPecl
1,100 miles without a cent in my Pocket and never had any one to ask me for my keep. The
day after my arrival at [Hart’s Mi“sj | }chged Mr. Coopcr for ajob for my board. | worked
without thinking that l was cloiﬂg any shake; Packing flour in hundred Pound bags, my first
work. ] Packed 125 bags and carried them from the mill to the warehouse, about a hundred
9arc}s from where | was working, to store them. Without knowing it, | was alwags the head of
the flour bin. l worked a]ong to the end of the week quite haPPQ and contented to have work,
P]entg to eat and a P]ace to sleeP. Oﬂ Saturclags, the mill shut down ear]y in the afternoon
when the men got Paidj so | hurried to get thru before nigl‘nt. | sat of at a distance looking at
the men getting Paic} and counting their money for their week’s work, which was not much, for
the able-bodied men on]9 got 37 2 cents a clay and a Peck of corn for a week. A]Cter Payiﬂg
off everyone and the work seemed finished for the afternoon, Mr. Coopcr and Major [Hart
called me and handed me nine dollars in Mexican money, which looked to me like cartwheels. Jt
was the first money l had seen since ] had sPent my last dollar in Deﬂver‘ Mr. Hart and Mr‘
Coopcr comp]imcnte& me on my good work and Mr. [Hart told me | could count on nine
dollars a week until such time as | could imProvc mgjob. Mr. Hart had in his emplog a very
Fine]y educated gent]eman, a Mr. Ahern who, umcortunatelg was in the habit of getting drunk
and would go off on sprees and be sick three or four clays at a time. Towarcls the end of
December (1860), Ahern got drunk and when he got over his illness, Major [Hart was
comPe”ecl to clischarge him and sent him to New Or]eans tojoin his Family. Major Hart asked



me if | could take Ahcm’s P]ace. | told him that | had been a grac}uate of a commercial school
and could keeP books and write letters in E_nglish and Spaﬂish, and believed ] could handle
the work to his satisfaction as bookkeeper and accountant. ln that case, he said, ] could
commence on the 1 o?Januarg (i 86]) with a salarg of a hundred dollars a month and the
same treatment that Ahem had had. l Provecl satisFactorg and was happy and contented until
we got the news that war had been declared between the North and the South. lgot the war
fever, and no’c%ing would do until | enlisted on the 1% of April, 1861. Mr. [Hart tried to
Persuadc me to hold mgjob and Promised to give me a better Position in the Armg, but | was
too headstrong to listen to the wise advice of an older man. Oﬂ the 17 of APril (1 861), ] went
to E_l Faso, one mile below [Hart’s Mi”s and enlisted as \/oluntccr]cor one year with Cap’cain
Bc’chcl Coopwoodl an lndcpcnc}ent Compang, called the San Elisario Spics and (Guides,
as all the members of the company were T exas backwoodsmen, ranchers and cowboys who
knew the country from San Antonio to Santa [Te, New Mexico, and from mountain to
mountain on both sides of the Rio (Grande River. Most of the men had been |ndian Fightcrs.
A few clays after l hadjoined the company, CaPtain Coonood with half a dozen rich men
and our ]:irst Sergeaﬂt, Cou]ter, who had served in the Regular umtecl States Armg,
raided the stock, horses and mules of the 7th Uniteé States lmcantrg commanded }33 Major
Lgﬂc:ls, who was in command of Fort Fi”more for thejuriscliction of T exas and Arizona. ]n
the raid the Comcecleracg was richer }39 two hundred head of horses and mules which the
company sold to the Confederate Quartermaster, taking in payment certificates for the
value of each animal with the agreement, that the certificates would be Paid when the
Comceclerate (Government was in a Position to pay.

We campcdl dri”ing and lcaming how to march should occasion require us to Figl‘nt. We
seemed to make VEry poor progress in this respcc’c. l, cspeciallg, never could seem to reach
the regulation 38-inch step instead of a 36. The clri”master, Sergeant Dunn, who was also
an ex~regu]ar (nited States Armg man, would get out of patience with me on account of my
over~s’cepping; he would 96“1 “Hame], kccp s’cePJ Hame] (D—n your soul) getout of that.” As
| seemed a hopeless task, the decided to give me no more marching lessons, and | was ox119

called to drill while in camp.
A couplc of months after this, the Z"d Regiment, T exas Mounted Rifles, (olonel

John K. ]:orcl, | jeutenant Colonel John K. Bai]or, Major Char]es Fyron, siX or seven
comPanies made up for the district of Austin, Brownsvi”e and around San Antonio, | exas

was formed. Col. [ord entrusted the regiment to [ t. Col. John R. Pailor who had been
aPPointed (overnor of Arizona Territorg, and was then en route for his caPito], | a Mesi”a,



54 miles by stage rout from E] F’aso to] a Mcsi“a; he was influential and had au’c}'nori’cy to
attach our regimeﬂt, and that was how l became a member of the an Texas Mountecl thes.
As soon as we formed a part of this regiment, we lost out icleﬂtity of The San Elisarios and
were known as the “Spies and (Guides of the an T exas Mounted Rifles” As soon as
Bai]or got to Mesilla and took charge as (Jovernor of the Territorg, he turned the regiment
over to Major Char]es Fgron, who became acting Co]one], Co]one] Forcl remaining in
Austin.

Sometime in Julg (1861) (Governor Bailor had the regiment concentrated at Mcsi“a,
iﬂtendiﬂg to surPrise Major Lynd in command of Fort Fi”more with about nine hundred or
more soldiers of the 7th (/lnitcé States ]mcantrg and about a hundred or more troops of
different squadrons of cava]ry. Among them were [Hart, of Cap’cain Gaibb's Compang and

the an

Dragoons in command of |t McNa”y, a brave solclier, who led their men to within
1Ci1ct3 feet of a corral. T his corral was enclosed }33 a three foot fence over which was another
fence of thomy brus}'n, making a fence about seven feet around the enclosure. Hcre Capt.
Harclman, with his men, the C A ?_n& T exas Mounted thes, were waiting, When close
enough for all to get a sure shot the word to fire was given. The first vo”ey emPtiecl about
twentg sac}dles; amongst these was their lcac}cr, Lt. McNa“g, whom we found to have two
bullet holes in his chest, either of which would orcliﬂarilg kill a man. Poth of these bullets
Passed out through the neck. As we had no hospita] in Mesi”a, we Placecl the brave
| ieutenant with a Private Fami]yl who did all theg could for their Paticn’c; he soon got better,
and Fina”g after a ]ong siege was entirelg well. BeFore the end in APril, 1865, he was
Colone] of a regiment of umted States Regulars.

When major Lync} found he could not c}isloc}gc us or enter the town, he turned tail and
returned to [Tort [Tilmore, at which Place we cap’curec} him with all his officers and about 1,100
men, women and children and some stragglers. Fort Fi”more was set on fire by this
commander, who tried to get to Fort Stanton about one hundred miles from [Fort [Fillmore.
QOur command soon got notice that Major Lynd had decided to take the risk of reac}wing
Fort Stantorw when he abandoned and set fire to Fort Fi”more and stores. CaPtain
Coopwooc} with a few Pickcd men, all volun’ceersj got over the mountain, over which Lync} had
to travel to get to some sPrings of water, about eightcen miles from the Rio (Grande, and the
on|9 water within eight or nine miles of Fort Stanton. [Here Lgﬂc:l with his Fo”owiﬂg were
made Prisoners }39 CaPtain Coonoocl. When the arti”er9 arrived he succeeded in getting it
as well, and was able to run the guns to the mouth of the Pass, where Cap’cain Bailor and
Major Fyron with the balance of the Zn& Regiment Mounted Riﬂes were herdiﬂg the soldiers



and their families in the Fass, along the eightcen miles from Fort Fi”more to where Captain
Coonoocl had the officers corralled. Lyncl ordered his men to surrender to save bloodshed.
The men, most of them old so]cliers, having served several enlistments obeyecl orclers, and as
thcy came out into the open, were forced to deliver their arms, all of which were immec}iatcly
loaded on their own wagons and taken to our camp, to be distributed as soon as Possible
among our men. This Provecl to be a Goclsencl as it gave us a number of the most modern
rifles, which at that time were known as Springﬁeld rifles. We also found P]cnty of ammunition
among, the stores caP’curch. During that cxpedition, we captured and Parolec} about 1,100
soldiers and officers. Our own force goocl, bad and incligerent, consisted all told of about
280 long caredl raggcd Texans. When L}jnd’s soldiers found that the\lj had to surrender to a
mob of raggcd T exans, thcy were ready to mutiny and on]y the Precaution we had taken to
hold the arti”ery ready to fire on them made them submit. Theg were put into their wagons
and driven about that night en route to St. Louis, Mo. We let the officers kcep all their
Persona] property, side arms and also gave them sufficient Provisions to get them to their
friends. We returned to Fort Fi”more, Put out the fire and saved many stores, ﬂour, bacon,
sugar, coffee and tea, after which, our command returned to Mesi”a to our old camp, where
we erjoycd a well-earned rest and for the first time in six months had real coffee with sugar,
etc. A” this took Place in the early Part oF\)ulQ, 1861. So far as l know there was no record
kePt of the caPture excepting the colonel’s rePort to headquarters‘ Oﬂ the 21 of August, l
was in a raid with Captain Coopwood and about one hundred of our men, most of whom
were “Guicles and SPies.” We came across a Part9 of regulars and Jay hawkers who were
trging to steal our stock; when close enough we oPened Fire, which they returned and l was
the onlg of our party to get hurt. | got a spent Springﬁcld rifle bullet in my left wrist, which
went up my arm almost to the e”aow, and was there about three months. thn l was hurt l
weighecl about 160 Pounds and when l was about to be buried (alive) l weighecl on]y about 90
Pounc}s. All that saved me from }Jcing interred, was the interference of one of my chums, who
%aving heard that | was dead and to be buried that nigh’c, came to see me. [Je was half drunk
and said that ] was not dead and he would see to it that ] was not buried until l stunk. ]t seems
that | was in a sort of ca’calcptic state, and al’chough my bodg was not co]dl | showed no signs
of life; my eyes seemed g]azed and no moisture was left on a looking g]ass when put to my
mouth. As my chum, Davis (a]ias Brighton Youn@ sat on the edge of my cot with his 45
Colt on his ]aP to see that ] was not buried, the hosPital steward and nurses concluded to
wait until he fell aslccp, which ?or’cuna’ce]g for me he did not do. PBefore he left, | moved and
he called all haﬂcls; theg soon found that although very weak, l was not a dead soldier by any



means. l bcgan to mend and a]t}wough not strong l soon could hclp about the hospita] where
he]P was great]y needed. While l was here, Genera] Sib]ey, the inventor of the Sib]eg tent,
arrived at Dona Anna, with his brigade of three regiments, most|9 T exans, enlisted from
[Houston, and San Antonio, in command of Coloncls Scurrgj (areen and [Jardiman with a
Major Norton in charge of the arti”erg‘ The brigade was en route for Sante e, New
Mexico. Owing to many mishaps, theg did not arrive until the fall of 186 i, at \/alvercle and
goug%t that battle, with somct}wing like fifteen hundred to eig%teen hundred men all told. [From
%earsag it was a second Bu“ Run, all the co]onclsj and Norton were ki“cd, but t}weg did not
die until after the Yanks (Federa]s) were routed. Our loss was estimated at about two
hundred dead, wounded and missing, The enemy’s loss it was said was much greater, but this
information is onlg hearsag, %aving come to me from some of our own men in the company. |
was not there to my regret.

On General Siblcg’s staff was one Captain Ocheltree, a very well educated and
intc“igent young man, and | believe a reporter for one of the leading newspapers, “Tl‘nc
Houston Fost.” CaPtain Ocheltree denounced General Sib]eg as a coward and a
drunkard for not Fo”owiﬂg up the victory of the Batt]e of Valverde and sleePing in [Tort
Craig that nig}w’c. The next morning when the army advanced on the [Tort ’c}wcg found that
cluring the night’s cle]ag, CaPtain Kt Carson with 7,000 Mexican volunteers and Navajo
]nclians had taken aclvantage of this and s]iPPed into the Fort cluring the night. Colone]
Carson was satisfied to hold his Posi’cion, and awaited attack, w}wich, | repeat, according to
hearsay, was never attempted and thereby caused the failure of the Saﬂte i:e exPedition‘
Sibleg soon had to retreat and get back to Arizona and Texas, as about that time General
Cambg took chargc of the chcra] Armg in New Mexico, from Santa [Te down to the Kio
(Grande, but while our army was there, never got below [Fort Craig, during the winter of 1861.
SCvera] exPeditiOﬂs tried raicling Albuquerque and Saﬂta e but none succeeded. General
Cambg was too wide awake. One or more of the raic}ing cxpeditions succeeded in Fig%ting
some of Cambg’s and Kit Carson’s men, but a]wags had to turn tail owing to scarcity of
stores and rations, and a]ways being oPPosecl by about three to one, hence it was uPH” work.
Some of our men who were taken Prisoncrs and wounded, never got tired of Praising
(General Cambg’s wife for her kind attentions and treatment while the\lj were in the hospital
orin Prison. ]t seems Mrs. Camby was a southern lacl9 and sngathizecl with our so]diers,
many of whom were 5095 under twenty years of age; some of the most claring were too young
to know or realize the risks ’c%eg took and would expose themselves recucsslg and nccc”ess]g.

During that winter CaPtain Coonood with 114 Picked volunteers started from our camp at



Dona Anna on a raid. | was one of the 114 and on that expedition was Promo’ccd to
CorPoral. We left camp at m’ght and the next clag rested in a small swamp well timbered. We
started at m’ght and before claybreak we were within icty miles of Fort Craig, for which P]ace
we were bound intcnding to s’campcde the stock. For’cuna’celg for us, we found a small
Mexican town, in command of a Mexican | ieutenant with about Fortg men, guarcling a train of
i2 large army wagons loaded with suPP]ies for Fort Craig. As we surPrisecl the town, we
were ]uckg enoug}'n to capture the whole outfit. Wc made the teamsters hitch up and turn the
convoy for Dona Anna, Placing our men as teamsters, Paro”ing all the Mexicans excepting
the | jeutenant whom we held Prisoner, and succeeded in getting away with our bootg‘ We
traveled all that dag and near night camPec} to rest for a few hours. /\gain we started on the
run, knowing that as soon as Gcncra] Cambg and the garrison at Fort Craig got the news of
our successful raid of their 12 wagons of supplies they would send a regiment of cavalr9 to
overtake us. We traveled for two nights and a dag and on the morning of the second éa\lj, we
got to our old camp in the little swamp. We had harc”g Parkeé our wagons when our scouts
came in helter-skelter on the run with the i:eclerals close in Pursuit‘ We had no time to get our
animals in the pen. The i:eclera]s dismounted out of range of our guns, hid their horses
behind the foot }'Ai“s, scattered in Gucrri“a order and oPened fire; as thcy were too far from
us in the swamp, we remained silent. A]Cter about an hours Firing, they found that theg were
wasting their ammunition, but in the meantime we discovered that about 30 head of our mules
and horses had been wounded in the legsj hence we killed the poor bcastsj and formed
breast-works of their dead bodies and waited for the advance, but theg did not make the
charge we exPectecl.

After a short rest, ’c%cg dcp]ogcd in two sections and we were caug}wt in a trianglc;
before we had time to meet this new move some of our men were caught ina trap, which cost
us eight killed and several wounded. Among the killed was Robert Lgons of C]evelancl, Ohio
and Mr. Wrigh’c; also the Mexican lieutenant Prisoncn who was killed }33 accident. | he poor
fellow was tied with his back to a largc Alamo, and as we t}woug}w’c out of range of rifle shot,
but umcortunatelg a spent bullet hit him in the thigh and cut a large artery from which the poor
man bled to death, there bcing no chance of getting a doctor within two hundred miles.

The Federals kep’c us corralled in the swamp until night when t}weg quic’c]g decampcd
having been all clag in the hot sun among foot hi”s, with on|9 the water in their canteens. We,
in the swamp, clug wells, and ox119 our animals suffered for water. \We remained in the swamp
for some time until re~enforcements arrived from our main camp about two hundred miles down

the Kio Graﬂcle near Mesilla. That was my last raicl, as we had to abandon raicliﬂg on the



Sante [Te campaign. We went to camp and did very little soldiering but simply chased
Mexicans and lnclian cattle thieves.

Oﬂ the 1% of APril, 1862, having served out our twelve months en]istment, we were
Paid off and told to rest for six months when we would be called on again to enlist for 3 years
or cluring the war. l, with many others and a caravan of Mexican families were leaving, Feariﬂg
the Federa]s, and lncliaﬂ invasion. Our party consisted of Dr. Joaquim Acebedo, a rich
Spanish ?reightcr with several ambu]ances, extra animals and about thirt\lj men in his cmp]oyl
Dr. Samanicgo and Fami]y with two or three ambu]ances, wagons, animals and with i ,000
more men, servants, herclers, etc. Dr‘ Samaniego was one of the richest men of E_] Faso,
owning rich silver mines, much land and cat’c]cj horses, mu]csj etc. Abandoning a“l he with
several other Fami]icsj made a strong force to travel from E] Faso to San Antonio, | exas,
via Chihuahua‘ Theg allowed us ’[ZOJOiﬂ their caravan on condition that we were to stand
guard and hclp take care of the stock. Abou’c twenty of us acccpteé and started with them
across the three hundred miles of desert from E] F’aso to Chihua%ua. lt took us several
weeks to make thejourneg‘ At Chihuahua arich San Antonio merchant Mr. Lacostejoinecl
our party with his outfit and men, therebg increasing our crowd to more than icty able and
first class so]diers; thus we traveled from E] F’aso via Chi%uahuaj Montereyl Monc]ovaj
| aredo to San Antonio in salcety. Mr. | acoste was a good friend and through him ] became
a citizen of San Antonio. ]n San Antonio l found quarters with a Mrs. Jacques, avery fine
lady who kcpt a select boarding house for officers and their families. After a gooc} rest |
secured a Position in a store owned by Messrs. Moke & Bros. ] remained with them about six
months, and in the ear]g summer of 186%, we got together and formed ComPaﬂy G 55“4
Regiment, Captain Joel Neson, 1*" [ ieut. . B. D’Hamel, 2 | ieut. Calvin Goodlaw and
many of the }3095 of Coopwooc}’s spies. Col. James Duff, | jeut. Col. Charles F}jron and
Major Lily were the officers that raised the regiment and were known as Dug’s §§rd
chiment of T exas Cava]ry. Col. Duff at his own expense furnished our recruits with
outfits. The regiment went into camp and was in detached service from Eag]e F’ass to F’ort
| avaca (]ncliano]a) in those clays. CaPt. Wegﬂan and Compaﬂy € remained in camp outside
of San Antonio. About that time (General Mc(Gruder with his staff came from \/irginia and
took chargc of all the troops in that District of T exas. Unc}er order of General Kirby
Smith, then Commander of all the troops west of the Mississippi River, Genera] MecGruder
sent his chief of stag, Col. A G. Dickinson, a very fine geﬂtleman and a good soldier as
commanc}ing officer of the district of San Antonio. (Col. Dickinson found as Fost~Adjutant,
a Mr. E”iot, a native of San Antonio, but a civilian. As Mr. E_”iot a]though on|9 25 years of



age was too stout to be useful excepting as a routine officer, he aPPointcé me as Assistant
Fost Acljutant and Frovost marshal for his command. Besicles being under orders of
Colone] Dickinson, ] was under sPecial Private orders of General Kirbg Smith and had to
report direct to him if angthing unusual occurred. T:ortunatclg this was very se]dom, as
genera”y my report to Col. Dickinson was all that was requirecl. Sometimes ] was ordered to
Houston, Texas and Ga]veston. ]n the absence of Major Hilisteacl, l served under Co]‘
Dickinson until | gota Fur]ough on the 1°f of Dccember, 186%, on which dag | was married to
Miss T}wcodora Navarro, daugl‘nter of Don | uciano Navarro, one of the best families in
San Antonio. Co]‘ Dickinson sent me his carriage to take us home the evening of the
wcc}ding, for which we were very thankful. Gc’cting married did not give me a vacation. | was
over-burdened with my work and all of which | was compc“cd to do mgse]]c, %aving no one to
trust. ] was kePt 50 bu59 that time Passed quicuy. Besides being Asst. Fost Acljutant and
Frovos’c marshal, | was collector in kind under sPecial orders of Major Simon [Hart, who had
been aPPoin’ceé Commissarg (General of the Dcpar’cment of T exas. When any farmer
arrived in San Antonio with cotton, corn, etc., l took ten per cent of this Procluce, which ]
turned over to the Commissary Genera] and took his voucher for same. Cotton at that time
was sc“ing in Mexico, Cuba and other ?oreign countries from 75¢ go]d to $1.%5 per ”3,
hence a 500 Ib. Bale was worth from about $400 a bale to over $600. While in San Antonio
the Foreign merchants exchanged Powcler, lead, flour, bacon, sugar, coffee, rice, cloth, etc. for
cotton at from 10¢ to 1 5¢ golc} per Ib. ]’c seemed a shame to take the ten per cent tax from the
poor Farmer, who had to sacrifice what the government left him, but he was comPe”ed to sell.
Wheﬂ l found a poor man with on|9 part of his Procluce, l would he]P him to find a Purchaser
and in that way was of great assistance in helping him disposc of what he had to sell at full
market rates. ]n this ] also made the brokcragc from the Purchaser and became acquaintcd
with many SPanish and Mexican merchants. Amongst them were two brothers, Don Ju]iaﬂ
and Don Fclipe Yaguno, very rich ?reighters and merchants who traveled in stg]e with 20
?reig}wt cars and two fine ambulanccsj and over sixtg cmplo\ljccsj drivers, herders and a guarc}
of drilled soldiers. Their trains when loaded were worth $ 1 00,000 golcl and theg SParecl no
expense taking care of their property.

About the 1 of Dccember, 1964, when | had been married a year, these kind
merchants offered me a free passage and accommodations to Matamoros, Mexico, 150 miles
from San Antonio, of which ] advised Co]‘ Dickiﬂson and begged fora Fur]ough to Proceecl
to [Javana, Cubaj to visit my brothers whom | had left in 1858. T}'nru Mr. Dickinson’s great
Frieﬂclship and his imquence, General Kirby Smith, the DePartment Commaﬂcler gave me a



special Furlough for six’cy dagsj for which | was very grate?u], and when ready ljoincc} the
Yagunos who were encamped on the Salado a small stream four miles from San Antonio.
We got away and in ten or twelve clays were in Matamoros‘ ln a few clays l found a vessel
sailing for Havana, the American Schooner « Andromeda,” Captain Harv\lj. We had a quick
run on]y SiX clays from anchor to anchor arriving in [Havana in time to enjoy Christmas (i 864)
with my brothers who were Pleased to see me back in Havana. l remained in Havana until the
]5% &a\lj of Januarg, 1865, when | found on the Britis% Brig " mma, and sailed for
Matamoros. We had a long passage, over fifteen c}a\ljs, but | was back in Brownsvi”e in
P]entg of time to cover my sixty clays Fur]ough‘ ]n Fact, ] had used up but two-thirds of my time.
| reportcd to (sen. J B. Slaugh’cer Commanding the District of the Rio (Grande, from
Eag]e F’ass to Brownsvi“c Gcncra] Slaug%ter, a fine soldier and a ’c}'norough gentlcmanj
imPressed me in his staff and ordered me to report as Assistant Frovost Marshall to Major
(Grant, the Frovos’c of the Kio (Grande District. [From [Javana, | }Jroug%t an invoice of what
was then t%ought to be very saleable articles: Powdcr, lead caps, sugar, shoes, canc”es,
crockerg, all of which would have netted me about $%,000 American go]cl ProFit, but
umcorturwate]y, ] was too late. News from \/irginia had arrived that | ee and his army could not
last until summer. T}'nis news came in Fcbruary (1865), corncidcn’cia“}j to the chis}'n merchants
who commenced to sell their goocls at any Price‘ A” theg secemed to want was money to get
back to New York. Beauthcu] serge suits that had been se”ing for $1 5, $20 and $25 were
sacrificed in lots at $5 a suit, and evcrgthing else went in the same way. Shoes that were
se”ing at $4 a Pair were left in the warchouses to rot, the crockerg which was the kind the
poor Mexicans could bug, ] abandoned to Mr. | ouis Carvajal, a cousin of my wife’s. Fina”y,
we got news of the surrender of General Lcc and the war was over. General Slaugh’cer and
Col. Santos Bcnavic}cs whose troops had not been Paic} for many monthsj concluded to
abandon Brownsvi”e and Proceedecl to Fort Davis on the Texas sicle, and Camargo on the
Mexican side. [~ n route, we seized all the government cotton, which we s%ipped across into
Camargo and was sold }33 (General Slaugh’cer and (Col. Penavides to the Mexican
merchants. The sale Proclucecl money sufficient for each one of us to receive $20 American
go]d. After which (General Slaugh’cer told us to go home, as he was going to the city of
Mexico to look after his mining, interests. All of this happenec} c}uring the carlg part of the
year | 865. | arrived in San Antonio about the i 6th of June and found great disorder in the
citg, and also found a fine babg gir] four months olcl, it having been born on the 8th of March.
Mg dear wife, (God Bless her, had given up hOPC of my ever returning, owing to the great
disorder caused byjag hawkers, burglars and thieves. As Frovost Marshall | had made many



enemies who threatened to hang me. | he citizens formed themselves into a \/igilance
Committee and every m’ght a Patro] named for guarcl and Protectiorx AFter a few clags ] was
ordered to report at roll call. Some Friends, who had received favors while l was Frovost
Marshall under Col. Dickinson advised me to get the Sergcant to put a man in my Place,
which cost $2.00 each time and to report sick. ] stood this blackmail until the 7_6‘5h of June,
when ] was told that if l did not answer to the roll call l would be lynched that m’ght So at six
o’clock in the morning of the Zét}7 of June | left San Antonio apparentlg to go hun’cing. n
route, my gat%cniniaw, Don Luciano Navarro and some friends had readg for me a horse in
good condition. A” that clag and until 10 F M. l rode seventy miles to the ranch of my wife’s
uncle Don Antonio Navarro, who kcpt me hidden a few dags and then | started for Mexico.
Along the route [Don Antonio had many friends to whose care | was committed: the first one
Sam Stewart kept me over one m’ght, and at clay~breai< the next moming gave me a guide
costing $15 to go across the country to the Kio (Grande, where | arrived that same night at
Col. Santos Benavidcs’ ranch. lt was not safe to be seen }33 any of the ranchmen so ] was
kePt hidden in the bushes until Col. Benavides could get one of his confidential men to take
me across the Rio Grancle‘ About ten miles above Lareclo, Texas, my guide made a raft of
dry driftwood which he ga’c}'nerec} from the bank of the river, P]accd my saddle, clothes and
arms on it and leacliﬂg my horse, swam to the Mexican shore: then he returned to he]P me over.
e found a ]ong clry Po]e, and we, he on one end and | on the other, swam the river in goocl
stg]e. | was now in Mexico, safe from ’chcjag hawkers; but not from Mexican bandits. Agtcr
drying my horse and m&gsehC | mounted and in about two hours | was in New | aredo, where |
found an old friend Henrg McComb keePing a small store. Mr. Mc(Comb was a Freighter
and owned a train of wagons. When | was in el F’aso, Mr. McComb }Jrought wheat from
Chihua}wua to [Jart’s Mi”s where we became acquaintcd. | was able to do him some favors,
which he granc”y rePaicl on my arrival in New Lareclo‘ He, having received word that l was in
dangcr of }Jcing kidnappec} by the F’clac}osj hid me under the counter of the store. | had
harc“g gotten settled, when the chief of FPelados came in and told Mc(Comb, | have been
offered $100 to get the confederate that hasjust arrived, but if he is your friend l will not
undertake thcjob.” You had better not try, was the rcplyj he is a dead s}'no’c, y mas es el que
laman el (Gato Fe]ado (and more, he is he that is called the skinned Pantl‘ner) asi si ariesgas tu
Pe”ejo metete con el (so if you want to risk your skiﬂ, go for him). That night when the
Pe]aclos were asleeP, Mr. McComb gave me a guide to get to Mier, Mexico, where l arrived
about 8 A. M. the next morning, | found an old friend, Don Narciso Lca], who kcpt me
hidden in his house until m’ght when he gave me a guide to get to Camargo, where l arrived



saFclg and where | found many friends, merchants whom | had favored at different times.
They kePt me in Camargo a few clays, when theg secured a pass from the governor Don
Jose M. Cortiﬂa, brother of the then bandit Chaﬂo Cortina, who was at war with the Diaz
faction. Georgc (Cortina gave me an escort of ten men with salvo conducto (to conduct
salcelg) to Matamoros where l arrived in due time and where my soldiers troubles ended. Oﬂ
arrival at Matamoros, ] was fortunate to get passage on a small Americaﬂ schooner, with
accommodations on]g for the captain and his crew. When we got away from the anc%oragc
and out to sea, ] found there were Fortg passengers and we had to lie around the deck like so
many animals. Luckilg we had a good cook and Plenty of Provisions and after fifteen <:l395 we
arrived at quarantinc seventy miles below New Orleans, where ’c}wcg kcpt us fifteen c}a\ljs on
shore in some largc warehouse, after which t}weg allowed us to c}epar’c. | arrived at New
Or]eans all right and found my sisters | iz and Mi”9 in one of th] Fhi”ips’ houses on Jackson
Street between (Carondelet and Paronne Street. | remained there until the 4~th of
Scptcmbcn when | managed to get aboard the American Schooner F’inkg, Cap’cain Sisno,
bound for Havana, we had a quick run arriving in [Javana on the 8th of SePtember, where ]
found my brothers prosperous and clelightecl to see me back with them. Theg gave me
emp]ogment and | was soon a new man. Mg wife all this while %aving remained in San Antonio,
] wrote her to sell out ancljoiﬂ me in Cuba where we had a haPPﬂ home and so ended the ups
and downs of this old Comcederate soldier.
Scptcmben 1914
FNRIQUE B DHAME L



