Trans-—MississiPPi Confederate Uni{:orms
by K.C.MacDonald
(Part] - introduction)

If (as Ron [Field in his 1998 Hs’corg of (onfederate uniforms suggests) the s’cudy of the
[" astern and Western Comceclerate DePot systems is still in an embryonic stage, then the
study of the Traﬂs~MississiPPi Depots mayjustlg be said to be at the Poiﬂt of concePtion.
Indeed, within the re-enacting community there is at present no Por’crayal of this imPor’can’c
theatre in Pritain, and onlg a few units c}oing make-shift’ Trans~MississiPPi imPressions in
the United States‘ Over the Past few years l have been accumulatiﬂg data on the uniforms
and accoutrements of | rans-Miss | exas and | ouisiana units from contemporary
newspaper ar’cic]es, P}wotos and museum visits. More recentlg | have been in contact with, and
have received valuable information from Freclerick Aclolphus, - one of the best authorities on
the Trans~MississiPPi Dcpot Sys’cems. Taking all this togct%cr | can now make a report on
my Finc}ings.

Strictlg speaking, the (Confederate Trans~MississiPPi Theatre states were | ouisiana,
Arkansas, Missouri, | exas, and the ]nclian Territor9 (Oklahoma). [However for much of the
Civi] War, Mississippi was in a sub-theatre termed the DePartmeﬂt of Mississippi and
[~ astern | ouisiana. Since this department was usua”y occupicd by T rans-Miss units, and
as Trans~MississiPPi forces such as the Army of the West sometimes crossed over into the

state, its uniforms and clePots are also considered here. The short-lived armies of the T rans-

Miss Dept. of Miss. and [~ astern | ouisiana included: the Armg of the West (commanded
by Van Dorn in 1862, veterans of the Fea Kic}gc and Corinth Campaigns), the Armg of
New Mexico (commancled }39 Sib]eg in 1861-62), the Army of the DePartment of the
Mississippi (ak.a. the Armg of \/icksburg; commanded by chbcr’con in 186%), and the
numerous ad hoc forces put ’coget%er to meet threats to Arkansas, | ouisiana, and | exas in
186%-65. Ster]iﬂg ’FaP‘ Frice also commanded various organizations comPosecl Principa”y of

Missourians who conducted offensive oPcrations in 1861 and 1864.

Thc most important land battles in the Trans~MississiPPi included: Wilson‘s Creck (MOJ
1861), Pea Kic}gc (AR, 1862), Valverde & (Glorieta (NM, 1862), Frairie (Grove (AR,
1862), Arkansas Fost (AR, 1863), Milliken's Bend (I A, 1863), Honey SPrings (OK,



186%), Bayou Fourche (AR, 186%), Mansfield & Fleasant Hill (A, 1864), Poison Spring
& Jenkiﬂ’s Ferry (AR, 1864), and WestPort (MO, 1864). lt is also worth noting that
Shiloh (TN, 1862), Corinth (M5, 1862), Paton Kouge (LA, 1862), Champion il

MS, 1863), \/icksburg (MS, 1863), Port Hudson (A, 1863%), Ho“g Springs MS,
1862), and Chickasaw B]ugs (MS, 1862), though technica”y ‘Western Theater’ batt]es,

involved a good number of troops which did not subsequent|9 serve in the Army of
T ennessee, but returned to the | rans-Miss.

(Good uniform information is not available for all C onfederate units that Fough’c in the | rans-
Miss. H‘no’cographic coverage and Persona] accounts mentioning uniforms are better for some
units than others. Missouri troops, like those of Kentuckg, were ’orphans‘ very ear]g in the
war and either dressed in make-shift civilian uniforms or received issues from depots where
thcy found themselves. T he Principa] c}cpo’cs which concern this studg were those of
[Houston (Texas), Shreveport (Louisiana), \)ackson & E_nterprise (Mississippi), and Litt]e
Rock (Arkansas). The cut and cloth of uniforms and the tyPes of accoutrements
manufactured }33 these dcpots }'Aave, to some extent, been documented and will be discussed
in coming articles. As in the [" astern and Western theatres icliosgncratic company uniforms
and civilian dress began to be replacecl }39 state clePot issues as ear]y as the Autumn of
1861. Put the issue of formal uniforms was slow in coming, As cxamp]es of this: the 3rd
| ouisiana received its first state uniform issue from contractors in Baton Kouge in
September 1861, the 2nd T exas ]mcantr9 received their first uniform issue in March 1862
from New Orleans via Priva’cc contract, Waul's T exas Legion got theirs in November 1862
from a Mississippi c}epo’c (Probablg Jackson), and many T exas and | ouisiana units in the
west had to wait until sometime in 1863 for their first issue uniform. The Comcederate
States Qpar’cermastcr Trans~MississiPPi Dcpo’cs were operationa] by the end of 1862 and
continued until the end of the war, a]though their output was constrained and often
interruptecl by shortages of cloth and other raw materials. Also of interest is the re]atively
signhcicant inPu’c of kit impor’ccd from Britain, including buttons, b]ankc’cs, and finished
uniforms, - with most of these arriving in quanti’cy by mid 1863.

T he next two installments of this three part series will deal with car[y commutation state
issues, and C5 Quart@rmast@r Dcpot/ssues respectfve{g.






Trans-—MississiPPi Confederate Uni{:orms
(Part]] - APril 1861 through October 1862)

Earlg war imPrcssions have not erjoycd a great Popu]aritg amongst authentic units, Partia“y
because of ear]y war anachronisms/]ack of standardization (makiﬂg difficult the accurate
Portraya] of a ‘common solclier‘), and Partia”y because the 'best’ or 'most critical' baffles in
the [ ast and the West occurred in 186%-64. [Jowever, the s’cudy of early impressions in the
Trans~MississiPPi /s rewarding because 'most decisive' actions there occurred between
1861 and mid- 1863 (with the excePtion of the Recl Kiver CamPaigﬂ)‘ ]:urthermore, l would
argue that there were common looks' for the carlg war (_onfederate (even if on]y icivilian with

accoutrement - s’cylc‘ or ‘commutationjackct - stylc‘).

Thc database which | draw on is comPriscd mostlg of Perio& Photograp%s (from the /Dor'tra/’ts
ofCom[//'ct series, the Confec/@rate [Taces series, and the various Time~LhCe’s series) and
secondari]g from original soldiers letters, diaries and sketch books. Other sources include

Ron T:ie]c}'s excellent American C/’v[/ War Com[@c/crat@ Armﬂ (1996), and information
Pickecl up via US museum visits, and via the ]ntemet.

Soldicr's Shirts

The elaborate Fatigue and battle-shirts so often visible in Comceclerate Portrait Photos of
1861,/1862 get very little rePresentation in UK re-enacting,. Ferhaps this is because they
are not 'off-the-shelf items, or magbc its because thcg look to modern eyes a bit 'over the
tOP“ [However such shirts had a ]ong currency in the South, Particular|9 so in the T rans-
Mississipi and would be ‘right’ for any Trans~MississiPPi imPression — esPecially 1861-67.
Kcmarkablg, in s’cudging Por’crai’c Photos of Trans~MississiPPi enlisted men, there appears to
have been some unhcormi’cy in these homemade shirts. Ferl‘naps mothers & sisters were working
to some common store~bought Pattems‘ Or Perhaps there were common ideas about what

isoldier's shirts' should look like. Takcj for cxamp]e, ’chcscjouma] entries of th. Kanc}olph
Howc“l CO.C, 5t}1 Tcxas Cavalrg:

Maﬂ 2, 18617

Ma agrees to make my isoldiers” shirts on the morrow



Maﬂ 3 1861

/ 5upcrfnt6na’ the ma,é/ng of said soldier’s shirts

(7— Aompson ] 990: 55 )

| have observed some common "cgpes‘ of soldier's shirts which may be Frequcnt]g seen in
Photos of men from the states which concern us. The units listed after each tyPe’s name are
those from which Photo id's have been made. l have Placecl Photos of individuals wearing the
first three (most common) types on the Pho’co page at the end of this article.:

1) T he Military Shirt

3 Ark ST, 2nd Miss Cavalrg, 81:}1, VH:}‘:, & 16th Miss lmc, JeFFerson Artiller9 (Miss.),
Missouri State (Guard, 1] exas (latc 1861),% T exas Cav, other unidentified T exas units.

T his was one of the two most common 'soldier's shirts.' [t was invariab]g made of lig}w’&weight
grey wool flannel or |inseg~woo|53 (woo] cotton }chncb. Jn cut it was similar to a ’cgpica] Pu”ovcr
civilian shirt with a two inch clroP collar. However, it differed in having dark velvet, (sometimes
flannel or velveteen?) Faciﬂgs‘ ]n Photos these a]ways appear to be b]ack, but some on darker
arey shirts on]gl appear to have been dark red or blue. T}wc collar of these shirts seems alwags
to have been made of the Facing materia], as was the centre-line button hole P]acket (which
usua”9 extended down as far as the be”gbutton and was one to two inches in width)‘ Optional
Facing areas were: bands on Pockc’c toPs (01C which there was usua”g one, and rare]g two); cuffs
(usua”g}; and ePau]ette lines (not real ePau]ettes, but Facing cloth sewn on as shoulder
reinforcements). ] he neck oPening featured 3 to 4 cloth-covered, china or brass (coin or

ba“/zouave) buttons, with the sleeves norma”g %aving one or more matc%ing cuff buttons.



Pvt. William Schadt, 1st T exas ]mcan’crg
Fhoto backmarked, Ga]veston Texas 1861



2) The Check & Tapc Shirt

) Ark ST, I Ark lnf, ) Mo ]mc, Waul’s Texas Legion, 7 Texas Mounted‘ thes, and the 7,
10,& 16 | exas Cava]rg.

T his was the other common 'soldier's shirt.! |t was often made of a }Jrig%t icheckered’ (chcquc or
P]aid) cotton or |inseg~woo|sg clot}'n, cut like a normal civilian shirt (Pu”over or but’comup)l and
trimmed at Poiﬂts with narrow one-half inch or inch wide tape. This tape was equa”y like]g to be
light (9c||ow/}3u1c1c> or dark (red/black). T}'ne tape location was very inc}ividualisticj but here are a

fewideas:

. Alwags around edges ofa Floppy collar or, if not a c}rop collar, around the neckline;

o usuany all the way around Pockets which were almost alwags double and may have been
square or shiclcﬁshapcd} OR a]ong Pockc’c openings and in ornamental '\/'s on the
Pockc’cs;

. On frill buttor%ups: in two Para”e] line running either side of the central button areas to
the bottom of the shirt, OK on Pu”~overs: as trim on a central shield or tube~shaped
button-hole bib and in horizonatal lines along the front cc}gc of shoulder reinforcements.

Buttons look to usua”y have been white (glass or bone).



Brothers th. Thomas Duval &l T Wi”iam Duval 3rd Missouri lmcantrg‘
Theg Fough’c at Wilsons Creek, ]uka Corinth and \/icksburg

3) Circus Rider Shirt
10 | ex Dismountecl Cavalrg, 3rd T exas Cavalry) T exas Good’s Battcry.

The loudest common soldier's shirt going, it looks to have been restricted to | exas units. |t
consisted of solid, dark wool, buttomup, collared shirt with the addition of three vertical lines of

white, dark red or black tape (the outer two sligh’cly lines sligh’cly converging). T he centre line held



the buttonholes of which there were 9 to 11. The outer lines held false buttons at a matching
spacing. T he buttons were of a small coin or ball/zouave type. This shirt is so ?arb\lj looking that
it might even be cool. There are Photos of it which must have been taken in mid 1 862, so its not

just an ear]y war aberration.

2nd LT AI]C Davis, Goocl‘s Texas Batter3
Who Fought at Wi]son‘s Creek & Fea Riclge



4—) Thc E)ushwac!ccr Smock

(» Ark ST, various Missouri lrregulars]

As far as Photographs show, this distinctive type of garment was limited to the northern
Traﬂs~MississiPPi‘ The origins of the ‘Smock’ or ’Overshirt’ are as a New E_ngland
Workmens garment in the ear]g 19th ceﬂturg, however, they seem to have continued to exist
in the west after their decline in the I~ ast. Onc such garment, made in woo], was recovered
from the wreck of the steamboat Arabia which sank near K ansas Citg, Mo in 1856 (Brown
1999). ln structure theg were ]ong and loose, usua”9 with an open neck to show off a regu]ar
shirt and cravat underneath. Jn effect thcy fulfilled the function of ajackct, and were alwags
worn outside the trousers, }Jcing belted in at the waist. Some beautifiul and convincing

reProcluctions of this stgle of shirt may be seen in the recent film ’Ricle With the Devil.’
5) Fireman's Shirt
[1 Texas (late 1861), 2 Ark]:

A shirt that sutlers sell too many O]C, as there are relative]y rare in Period Photos. The
common|9 used material looks to have been solid heavy cotton or ]ight wool flannel. F]astrons
were large, covering the chest to within 2" of the sides and ex’cending to the top of the
be”ybutton‘ They had 4 to 5 large buttons on either side (bone, glass, or brass coin)‘

OF the T rans-Miss origin units wearing these shirts, a good Portion served in the ANV and
Army of the Teﬂnessee‘ The ‘Mi]itarg,‘ ‘Check & TaPe’, and ’Fireman‘s‘ stgles can also
often be seenin earlg war P}'notos of \/irginiansj (Carolinans and | ennessean troops, so thcy
would all be safe for generic ear|9 war imPressions (heg, Wilson’s Creek, Shiloh, & Seven
D895 Batt]es all in one shirt — they could be useFuD. As to sources, Richard Bearda” is
wi“ing to custom make such shirts at a reasonable Price (ca. £40-£50), with most visible sewing
done by hand. | received an imPecca}ch ‘Militarg Shir’c‘ from him last year. Scnc} him the
SPechCications, he will make to order. A]ternativelg, l can make them for you entire]g by hand
at a dearer Price (Ca.£65) and a 3 to 6 month wait...

Kcmcmbcr that homemade soldier shir’cs, cxcluding smocks, were usua”y worn tucked-in over

P]ain white undershirts. | have never seen suspendcrs over the top of these shirts, whether



tucked in or left out (good evidence that suspenc}ers were not alwags worn). Again, for much
of the war in the Traﬂs~MississiPPi they were an alternative to formal mi]itargjackets.

E_arly Campaign Dress: the first Fights in Missouri & New Mexico

The Southern troops in the First Missouri CamPaign Uune«Oct 1861, inc]ucling Wilson‘s
Creek) were Preclominantlg Missouri and Arkansas State Troops. E_xcePt for rare militia
uniforms (}Jluc or grey frock coats), the troops were dressed almost cn’cirelg in civilian clothes
— cspeciallg Civilian Sack Coats and 'soldier's shirts. Squarc and oval Militia belt P]atcs
are visible in many Portrait Photos on white waist belts. lncleecl, such belts are a nice touch for
any carly war imPression. lnteresting]y the 3rd Arkansas State ln?antr\lj, who Fough’c at
Wi]son‘s Creck had a ‘marching order group Pho’co taken in June, 1861 which survives (in
two versions! one Published in ]:ie]cl 1996, another in Koberts & Moneyhon 1987). O]C the
72 men in the Photo (from what can be éistinguis%ed), at least 4 men wear ‘mi]itarg‘ shirtsj at
least two wear 'check & tape' shir’cs, and at least two wear ‘Smocks‘, a]though the majoritg
wear civilian sack coats (at least 10 of these are clear). Also of interest, 15 wear cravats, at
least 22 wear white canvas kﬂapsacks (with white shoulder straps & a cross~straP,> and on|9 6
have shou]c}ens’craps for cartric}gc boxes visible (as we will see in the next article of this series,

cartridge boxes were most common]y worn on the waist belt in the Trans~MississiPPi)‘

Sources: Fassable (thircl generation castingsm) militia belt Plates can be had from
Wiﬂchester 5utler (\/irginia) or pay a bit more for the ‘real thiﬂg‘ (or darned near to it!) from
[Hanover Brass (also in \/irginia). Narrow & full-width White ngC waist beltsj as well as
cartridge box slings are sold by \)amigans. Some goocl civilian sack coat patterns are
availab]e, and most of the better sutlers (inc]ucling mgsehc, aheml) will make them (brownjean or
satinette is a gooc} bet for fabric). T rousers should be civilian pattern, brown or blue
cottonaide orjcan work trousers, or black or brown wool ‘Sunc}a3~go~to~mecting' trousers.
Former militia units had sky or dark blue kersey trousers cut like regular US Army issue.
Accoutrements should be either old US army issue/militia, or civilian/"home-made.’

[t is unlike]g that living historians in the ( JK would ever portray the (Confederate Armg of
New Mexico (1861-62), to }chin with you need a gooc} desert to do it in, but | will mention it
brieﬂy for the sake of interest and comP]eteness‘ TrooPs dressed either much as they did in
Missouri at the time (Probablg with greater quantitics of soldier's shirts, a]ways Popular with
T exans), but with a much higher inPu’c of (S Army gooc}s current in 1861. ] his was due to



the total capture of (1S arsenals in | exas at the }chinning of secession and the carlg
caPtures of fort clePots in west Texas‘ C]othing rolls of the 2nd Texas Mountecl thes
(5€Ptember 1861 ~ Februarg | 862), and soldier's cliaries, note that the Comceclerates drew
Fedcra] kcpis, cavalrg felt slouch hats with ’casscls[l], broadcloth cavalryjackets with brass
buttons, greatcoats, issue shirts, and trousers (Adolphus 1996:180; [razier 1995: 96;
A”:)Crts 199%: i?_‘f). One wonders how they told themselves aPart from their Fecleral
opponents... Still, most contemporary sketches of the Army of New Mexico }33 soldier
artists show that a degree of admixture rapicﬂg crept in, with chcra] cavalrg s%e”jackets
being couP]ecl with common slouches, and blue kepis worn with 'soldier shirts‘, indeed AB
Fetticolas sclﬁportrait drawn at the end of the camPaign shows him in a tattered Plug hat and
a t}jpical ‘militarg type’ soldier's shirt (Alberts 1997, Thompson 1991).

Clothing in the Trans—»MississiPi Just BcForc and A}thr Shiloh

For the Februar3~Marc}1 1862 F’ca Ridge campaign a gooc} number of Texas & Jndian
troopsjoiﬂed the o]cl, main|9 Missouri & Arkansas, command of Frice to form the ’Army of
the West’ (commancled }39 Van Dorn). At this time the uniform of the ’orPhaﬂecl‘ Missouri
troops was Probab]y little different from that worn in the [First Missouri Campaign. [However
for the trooPs of other states the benefits of the commutation sgstem, }39 which states were
reimbursed }39 the CS government for supplging uniforms to trooPs, had begun to show.

Nowhere was this change more evident than with the crack 3rd | ouisiana lmcaﬂtrg, the on]y
| ouisiana unit to have been with Price’s army at Wilson's Creek. |n September, 1861 t%ey
received one of their states first commutation issues [not in ear]y 1862 as given in error in
Fart ” Sgt‘ Wi”iam Watson, a Scot serving with the 3rd, recorded that he encountered a

ﬂCWl\lj FCSPICH&CI’W member O‘F }115 compang:

”[Sut / see you have got a new rig - where did you get that?” said / r@[@rr/’n(g to a new suit of
clothes / saw he had got orn. ”O/). 7 said he ’jyou don 't know about that ﬂet /4 whole wagon of
t/7//zg5 has come from Ba ton K ouge to us with new C/ot/ws, 5/7065, stocéfngs, and shirts...

( Watson 1995 repr/nt: 248,)

The nature of this new uniform was described }39 Orderly Sgt. W. . Tunﬂarcl:



7 his c/ot/w’ng was manutactured in the State [ eritentiary, and was of a substantial material
known as jeans, 5el}g of gr@y/s/lhé/ue CO/OI; with the except/on of Companﬂ /<, which was
dark brown. 7_/76 ouh[/'t.., infused a new l[ee//hg and 5P/'r/'t amongst the men.

([ unnard 1997 reprint: 69)

The saicljacket was lined in P]aicl linseg~woolsey and Paclclecl at the shoulders. The cut of
this Firs’c~issuejaci<et was said to be ‘longj‘ which Probab]g implics a singlc~breastcd frock
coat such as | ouisiana commonlg issued to its troops in the first year of the war (see the
Crescent Regimeﬂt, be]ow) (Fielcl 1996). The rest of the September clothing issue
included per man: one red flannel shirt, one P]aic} linseg s}'n'rtj one cotton unders}'nir’c, one Pair

Plaid linscg or flannel drawers, and a Pair oncan trousers of a ma’cc%ing material to t}wejackct

(Field 1996:5%).

Meanwhile in Arkansas, new|9 raised units intended for the T rans-Miss theatre were
receiving Commutation c]o’c}wing from the Lit’c]c Rock F’cni’centiarg. Fie]d (1996: 84) cites this
earlg (and s}wort~|ivcd) state depot as %aving Proc}ucec} % 000 uniforms, 8,000 Pairs of s}'nocsj
600 knapsacks and 500 cartriclge boxes in Autumn/Winter 1861. The unhcorms, which are
known to have been in part suPPIiecl to the 18th & 2%rd Arkansas, are said to have
compriscd greg/brown frock coats and trousers in a ma’cc%ing shade oneans cloth, and grey
Forage caps. The sing]e~breasted frock coats had dark blue faced collar & cuffs and eight or
nine buttons. SOme Procluction continued up until Little Rock‘s capture in1863. The single,
known surviving, example dates from this later Perioé of Produc’cion, and full details of it are
current]y Posted on the Frontier Guarcl‘s website (the actual coat is curated at Fort
Sne”ing in St.Faul, Minnesota). ]t is made of lighbgregjean cloth with few visible slubs, lined
in undgeé osnaburg throughoutl has nine original chcral Eag]e buttons, and a blue flannel
collar (likc Columbus & Alabama depotjackets, ’cending towards the shade of the 1a’ctcr>.

E]sew}wcre in the T rans-Miss, units were training and CqUiPPi”g: Preparing to Join the
Comceclerate Army of the MississiPPi at Coriﬂth for their march to destiﬂy at Shiloh. lt is
worth examining here the uniform of two regiments who were subscquent]g to return to the

Trans~MississiPPi theatre.

The | ouisiana (rescent Regiment was raised in New Orleans at the bcginning of the war
but did not see action until Shi]oh‘ One early unhcorm, which may be secen in Ecﬁoes of



G/ory (Pg. 129), was a 7~but’con sing]obreasted frock coat. |t was made of a lig%t gre}jjcans
cloth and featured ePau]ettes in the same Fabric, with Pa]e ge”ow PiPiﬂg on the co”ar,
ePaulettes, centre line, and cuffs (chevron tgpe)‘ As with most frock coats it has a visible
horizontal seam at the hipsj where the frock coats wide 'skirt' is attached. ] he accompanging
Pair of trousers (also of th. J B Fhi”ips, who died shortlg afier 5}11']0}0 are Pa]e bluejean
or cottonaide of a militar9 cut, with Pale 3e”ow PiPiﬂg down the seams and dark metal buttons.
T his first Cresccntjacket is in line with other carlg 1861 | ouisiana issuejackets visible both
in P}'notos and other surviving examples (see Ec/:ocfs 01[6/0/:9 PS 130). Common features
are PiPiﬂg (Pa]e 3enow or black), ePau]ettes, no Facings, chevron chmcs, and 7 to 9 buttons

(seeminglg (/IS Eag]es orl A Fe]ican ’cgpes).

[However, in late 1861 Louisiana had bcgan to issue shc“jackc’cs in either the brown or lig%b
blue grey Baton Kougc Fenitcntiargjcan cloth. The cut of ’chcscjackets is often referred to
as ‘Commutation Stgle‘ or'| ouisiana Style“ ]n its ]ong cut it resembled a Richmond DePot
], but differed in being slightly lon er, and in sometimes having rounded edges to its low collar.
g stightly long et g
T he range of variation may be seen in three contrasting examples: a surviving jacket of Pvt. J
g y g examp s
Dimitr (Crescent Regiment, carly 1862 issue, chgoes ofG/or . 157_), a portrait photo
Y g Y 9 PS P P
of Pvt W.H. Martin (7th | a, late 1861 issue, [Tield 1996:51), and a portrait Photo of Pvt.
C.1. Van Houton ((Crescent Regiment, 1862 issue, Moneyhon & Roberts 1990: 164).
g v,
The Dimitr. iacket is very plain: brown jean, 9 buttons, lon cut, low square edged co”ar, no
) 9P J S 9 g

Faciﬂgs, Piping or ePau]ettes.’The Martiﬂjacket essentia”g looks like that of Dimitr9 on|9
with black Piping on the co”arl centre line, and chevron cuffs. T}wc Van Hou’conjacket has
onlg 7 buttons, and features a low rounded collar faced in black, with ma’cc%ing black
ePaulettes and chevron cuffs. T o summarise the ear]y war | ouisiana Commutation She”
jackc’c should broadlg resemble a Ric%mond Dcpot | onlg slig%tlg longcrj with a distinctive low
collar (onlg about aninch & a half wide) square or rounded at the margins, and a chevron cuff
feature. Buttons should be 7 to 9 in number with no Block ]‘5 in sight (Eagles or Felicans),
Piping and epaulc’ctes are optional.

Further to the west, the 2nd T exas lmcantrg began the war clad in captured chcra] z%tgue
blouses. [Jowever, on the eve of the SHIOH camPaign in Marc% 1862 the entire regiment
receivedjackets which had been commissioned in New Orleans }39 the regiment’s commander.
The outfits received excited much comment at the time, shelljaci(ets in the 'commutation

stg]e' and mi]itarg trousers, but all in whitejcans cloth. The 2nd T exas thus entered into



legcnd as those "hell-cats that went into battle dressed in their grave cloths® (Chance 1984
Z‘i—)‘ However }39 the end of 1862 it became aPParent that the 2nd Texas were on|9 trend-
setters, since white, unclyecljean was to become one of the most common cloth issues of the

Trans~MississiPi c}cpo’c system.

Sources: (onfederate Yankee offers a 9-button | ouisiana stg]e shell Jackc’c which
conforms to the type mentioned above (Piping and other whistles & bells at your discretion). |
can also custom make for you an aPProximatiOﬂ of any of thejackets described above using

Coun’cg (loth or material from Fami]g Heirloom \Weavers.

(onfederate singlc breasted frock coats injean look gorgeous, but the trick is Finding a
gooc} tailor to do one for you at a decent Price, (Confederate Yankee does one injcan at
$%2% with hand-done buttonholes & toP~5titchiﬂg‘ Char]ie Chllcls offers an excellent kit for

a fraction of that pnce.

Unégcdjcans cloth is a real Problcmj ’choug% it is sometimes available from (Charlie Childs or
Familg Hcir]oon Weavers.

A”}j early war imPressions in the Trans~MississiPPi should feature either state buttons
(Texas and | ouisiana state buttons were surPrisiﬂgly common, esPecially the latter), i:ecleral

Eag]es from depot caPtures or Coin Buttons, steer clear of B]ock l’s until mid 1862.
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777@ final installment of this three part series will deal with C§ Quart@rmast@r D@Pot /ssues
in and to the Trans—/\//ﬁssﬁssfppf.



Trans-—MississiPPi Confederate Uni{:orms

(Part]l]] - November 1862 - June 1865)

Thc DePot Systcm Gets Ro"ing

The Confederate Qpartcrmastcr depot system was late in starting in the 7 rans-
Mississippi and the Department of Mississippi and [ astern | ouisiana. Thc carliest state
clePots/arsena]s were those in Baton Kouge (LA), Litt]e Kock (AKK), and Jackson
(MS) which existed from late 1861. Ba’con Kougc was never an official Conchera’cc
Qpartcrmaster Dcpotl but a state Facilitg, which ceased to exist when the citg was caP’cuer
n Mag, 1862.

Froduction records for Little Rock are on]y available for 1841 (see part lD and SPriﬂg
186%. [Tield (1996) notes that the nature of its post-1 861 output is unclear, but Probablg
consisted of sack coats and frock coats. A singlc surviving frock coat is known, and was
thought to be manufactured in 1862/653. ]t is made in coarse light greyjeans c]oth, with a
dark blue kerseg collar, and osnaburg ]ining (data from:
www.gcocitics.com.caPitalguarC}s.LKFrock). | ittle Rock fell to the [Federals in Scptember
186%.

Jackson is the on|9 one of these three ear|9 state facilities to become an official
Comceclerate DePot, but it also ceased Procluction relative|9 ear|9 due to mi]itary action, its
factories being burned }33 the Federals in May 186%. Froc}uc’cion then transferred to its
PrinciPal sub«depot n Enterprise (MS) [How ]ong E_nterprise continued to exist is
uncertain, but there are references to it in the OK up to mid 1864

Longer ]astiﬂg, though later starting, clePots were those of Houston (TX) and Shreveport
(LA) Thc [Houston Depo’c }chan to Produce c]o’ching in December, 1862 and continued
to do so until the end of the war (Ac}olphus 1996). The Skrcvcpor’c Dcpo’c was founded in
June 1863 by a transfer of an earlier depot Faci]ity from Monroe (Foundecl Fa” 1867_>, and
became the central c}epot for the entire Depar’cment of the Trans~MississiPPi from
Scptcmbcr 186% until the end of the war (OR vol. 33).



The MississiPPi DcPots from Winter 1862 through SPring 186%

A report by Major [ . Mims (Qpartcrmastcr for the Departmcnt of Miss. and [~ ast. La.)
dated b Februarg, 186% notes that his dePartment had three sources for c]othiﬂg: the

clePots of Columbus (MS), Jackson (MS), and Enterprise (MS)

Co/uméus... furnishes about JOO suits of C/ot/whg per ché,» for the Present /Sowever, we are
cmp/c)ﬂ/h(g all force there in the mak/h(g of tents, 250 tents per week are b@ihg manufactured.
Enterpr/se... furnishes 25 wagons per mont/), 400 Pa/%s of shoes and 250 COmP/@fC sets of
C/Ofllll}'g Jacéson... furnishes 1,000 suits per W@@A» manufactures 40 blankets per c/ay‘ 771@
most of the Purcﬁasfng done for this a/cpartmcnt /s made t/)rou(g/) these a’cpots. Jt should be
mentioned that Jackson also manufactures 2 S tents per a/aﬂ,- t/)cﬂ are /hcomp/ctc) /)owcvcr)
for the want of rope. T/LIFCC factories — the Jac,éson, Wooa/v///e and Cﬁoctaw — work
constant/ﬂ for us , ma,é/ng a suf[i’c/éncy of woolen goods. Tfl?Cﬂ do not make cnou‘gﬁ cotton
goods for the requirements of the a/c/oartment (ORK 38:616-617)

[t should be noted that in carly 1863 Jackson production was very strong, certainly on par
Y P 9 S genp
with any other major (Confederate DePot at the time. Put what was Jackson Proclucing?
Though no one has get coined the notion of a ’Jackson DePot stglejacket,’ the case of
Waul's T exas chion Provides some valuable clues. Also the cquipping of Waul's T exas
| egion illustrates well the sluggishness of the earl | rans-Mississippi quartermasters.
g 28 Y PP 9
Or anized in A ril 1862 at [Jouston and Brenham, T exas, this Bri ade-sized unit did not
ot P g
become Fullg cquippec} with arms and accoutrements until October 1862 at Ho“g Springs,
Mississippi, and did not receive its first uniform issue until November 1862 at Co]dwater,
PP
Mississippi‘ The diarist th”lp Ams]er (Co‘ I, 2nd Btn.) noted on October i 3th that "we
received our arms consisting mos’cly of old firelock muskets converted to Pcrcussion, with
bagoncts. Also cartridge boxes, bagonct scabbard and bcl’c, [t}'nese] being new and in good
order with Fortg rounds of ammunition® (Hasskar] and Hasskarl 1985: 8)‘ On November 9th
he wrote that "we received a good uniform last week consisting of good blue cloth pants, a
grey woo]enjacket well linc&, and a grey cap. Qyite a comfortable suit. We can also draw
shirts and drawers if we want ang“ (Hasskarl and Hasskar] 1985: iZ). Frederick Aclolphus
(Pcrs. comm.) suggests that the worc}ing of Amsler's letter implies the use of hig}%grac}c

woolcnjeans in this uniform. Plue woolcnjeans cloth for trousers was bg no means rare (see



some examp]cs in [~ choes of G/ory) and is available ’codag via Charlic C}wilc}s/(:ount\tj
C]oth or Fami]g [Heirdoom Weavers Gogwoocl clgecl Jeaﬂs), or in the UK via Richarcl

Bearda”/ Sutlers Stores‘

As to the cut of thejacl(et, Aclolphus believes theg were Probab]y issued via a MississiPPi
Depo’c (Jackson being the closest, and ccrtain]g a major Produccr at that time). | he
qucs’cion is: what sort onackc’cs? A gairlg definitive indication, | believe, comes from a more-

detailed letter written at aPProximate|9 the same time from CamP Co]clwater:

C amp C old Water near [ "/Jo/{g 5Pr/}zg5, M/:SS/:SSIF)/.‘)/; 5unc/ay, Octoéer 26,1862

/ returned from /7’0/{9 5prf/zg5 about sunset, and when /got to the Kegt., /l[ounc/ the [’7035
all in (Jniform which t/)cﬂ had drawn. [ heir pants were all 5&5 blue; their coats grey round
about, with cutts and collars trimmed with blue. Grcﬂ caps for all 7—/)1’5 will add much to their
appearance in the field.. Uo/m /< Earns, surgeon, 41st Tennessee /nfantrﬂ j 6/77/%/51 8% 94)

What seems to be described is a tgPica] Columbus DePot Jacket (see \)enseﬂ 1989; ]:ielcl
1996). Wheﬂ one adds to this letter the Proo1C that three of the eight surviving Co]umbus
Depotjackcts Probab]g saw service in the \/icksburg camPaign with Mississippi & Missouri
regiments, it appears very like]g that the large Facilitg in _Jackson was Producingjackets in the
Columbus DePot stgle‘ The threejackets in question are the McDonne” Jacket (Cowan‘s
Batterg, Ms Ar’ci”crg), the Jones Jackc’c (1st Mo |nf, captured at Champion Hl”), and the
Jeﬂkiﬂs Jacket (Breckinridge Cavalrg, Ms). Thesejackets share most characteristics, but
have some small differences: Front of Body Cut Curvecl; Curvecl Tail in Back, 6 buttons
(Miss |'s & (/IS Eagles}, blue kerseg collar trim, width of blue kerseg cuff trimca. 2 & 1,/2
inches, Pockets: 2 |nterior and no [~ xternal [1] OR 1 |nterior and 1 [ xternal Pocket; sing]e
toP~stitchiﬂg (two being machine sewn with dark brown outer thread, one handsewn) (a”
characteristics  from Geoff  Walden's (olumbus Dcpot jackc’c website:
www.gcoci’cics.com/F’cn’cagon/Qpar’cers/i 864"/cdjac‘<et). (/lsing these sPcchCica’cions it
should be Possib]e to construct an ’aPProPriate‘ Columbus DePotjacket for wearin the mid-

war Mississippi/Louisiana area with a reliable sutler or 'mess tailor'.



Trans—»MississiPPi DePot Production and ]mPorts 1863~1864

A Juncj 1864 report of Maj. W.H. Hagncs exp]ains that he took charge of the Clothing
Bureau of the Trans~MississiPPi in June, 1863 and from that date had suPP]iecl the troops
of the Districts of Arkansas and West | ouisiana. [He also suPP]ied and controlled the
distribution of materials from the Depo’cs of San Antonio, [ ouston, Tglcr and Jefferson,
T exas; noting that the cava]rg divisions stationed in | ouisiana were supp]icd directly from
the Houston Depot. He rePortecl that from January 1863 through June 1864 the Trans~
Mississippi dcpo’c system (name]y the Depo’cs of Shrcvepor’c, Houston, and | ittle Rock
[until Spring 186% onlg) issued the Fo”owing total quanti’cics oFequiPmcn’c:

23397 é/an,écts,- 48,987 L@PI:S and hats; 32,011 Comp/cft@a/fack@ts; 8,098 sets of material for
the manufacture ofjacéets; 51,336 trousers; 12,554 sets of material for the manufacture of
trousers; 55,082 pa/’f:; drawers; 63,608 shirts; 6,715 pa/’f:; socks; 66,805 Pai’rs shoes; 2,565
,énapsacks,- 8,155 /)avcfrsacks,- 251 axes; 107 P/cks,- 87 5/030/65; 329 camp kctt/cs; 2,136
skillets; 505 wall tents; 610 A-frame tents; 365 tent Hies; 661 wagon sheets [its should be

noted t/72t Proc/uct/on of a// materfa/s ot/ller t/72/7 un/'l[orms v/rtua//ﬂ Ceasec/ ég t/7@ end of
1863]

Of these, the Fo”owing quan’cities were actua”g Proc}ucec} in Shrcvepor’c (chort of Brig.
GCﬂ‘ WK Boggs, Head of Clothing Bureau, Shreveport, 18 \)anuarg, | 864):

15,250 éepfsf Zéj/jac'é@tsf 2 /)74/[73’%5 O[PB/”’fS; 43,651 shirts; 38,952 pa/rs of drawers;
571 overcoats; 6,269 Pa/rs 5/7065; 1,372 énapsacks; 9162 Aaversacés; 21716 tent l(//'es; 546
’/4 'tents; 202 wall tents.

]n contrast, the Hous’con Dcpot (unc}er Cap’c. E_c}ward W%ar’con) gave the Fo”owing
Production ?igures from January 1863~ Fcbruary 1864 (Ac}olphus 1996:177).

13,691 ,écpfs and hats; 20,925 /’ackcfts; 40,2953 Pa/rs of trousers; 3 9,407 5/)1’/%5; 34,507 Pa/rs
ofdra wers; 3,426 Pa/rs of socés,» 43,657 Pa/rs of 5/510@5; and 377 great coats.

A” of these Figures do not quite add up, but they demonstrate that Shreveport and
[ouston were the two most imPortant centres of manufacture in the mid to late war T rans-

Mississippi, and that [Houston Depo’cjackets were more common than those of Skrcvcpor’c.



The Fo”owing is a dcscrip’cion from Rudolf Coreth (36th T exas Cavalrg [dismounted]) on
the issue of Houston DePotjackets to his unit in Houston onié November, 186%:

Wc received our winter cloths: Pants, Jacéets, hats and blankets. 777@ trousers and Jac,écts
are of gray woolen cloth. E veryt/w’ng /s Pretty gooc/. 777@ order came that each man /s to get
two comp/@t@ suits and, in order to comp/ctc these, another rcqw’s/tfon for clothes was made,

but tﬁ@y /)avcn’tarrfvca’ﬂct. {Goyne 1998:111)

[Houston Dcpotjackcts were usua”g made of impor’ccd Britis% Cac}ct Greg Kcrscg clo’c}'n,
the first shipmeﬂt of which was received through the blockade in Autumn 1862 (1 2,000
9arc}s, T exas Qpar’cermas’cer reccip’c, cited in Adolp}wus 1996: l72>. |ndeed there are
records in the (Official Kecords (Na\{y) for seizures off the coast of T exas in November
1867 of blockade runners carrying large quaﬂtities of "woolen cloth of a color between blue
and grey. Tha’c isjus’c the Comccdcratc uniform color® (ORN, |, 20, Pg.658). 50uthem—
made cloth from the Hun’csvi”e F’cni’centiarg (blcached white woolenjcansj “shccp‘s grey"
woolenjeans, and bleached white woolen kersegs) was shared between the [Jouston and
SErevePort clepots, with its white kersegs usua”y being reserved for ‘Negro labourers
clot%ing.

Bot}w [Jouston and Skrevepor’cjackcts were, it seems, of a similar cut, altl‘nough the cloth
they were made of differed quantitative]g, with the SErevePort suits being more often of
Huntsvi”ejeans cloth and white kerseys (Adolphus Pers‘comm.)‘ Buttons, as observed from
P}'notos, would have numbered either 6 or 7 on the Shreveport Depotjackets. Ohne Possiblc
surviving SErevePortjacket is a late-war issue to Char]es Ferkins of the 3rd | ouisiana
(i”ustratecl in Fie]d 1996: 126). lt is of a lighbbrownjean, with a low curved collar Featuring

wide collar gap, 6—Piecc cut, with ¢ buttons (Louisiana Felicans), and ’cop~stitc}1ing with a
thick white (flax?) thread.

Cap’cain Whar’con described the manufacture of the [Jouston Depo’cjacket as follows:

51}7g/c breasted with seven buttons made of 1 34 yards of double width coarse, cadet gray
cloth, basted with spoo/ cotton and sewn with flax thread.. Bleached domestic slecve //h/hg
ta,é/h(g 34 ﬂard and unbleached domestic for the [7009 //h/hg and poc,écts [[76[/7(5‘] /)cavﬂ
weave cotton material from the P@ni’tentfa(y mill. (/40/0/P/7u5 1996:173)



Rare surviving Pho’cos show the collars of thcscjackets to be low, with their margins gentlg
curved, as with ear]9 war Louisianajackets. Thejacket was also comParatively ]ong for a
she”, being sPechCiecl to come to 'below the top of the hiPs‘; makiﬂg it as ]ong, or ]onger, than
a Kichmond Dcpot | (ibid.). Facingsj when present, were of impor’ccd kcrscg in branch of
service colour. However, l have not yet seen a Photo of a ]ikelg [Houston DePotJacket with
Faciﬂgs. Buttons used for imcantryjackets were either ‘Block ]‘5’ (so]icl cast, or tin-backed

two~Picce>, Hous’commade Pcwtcr buttons ('T~E~X~A~S‘ letters around a star OR ‘CS‘
ina wrea’ch), Brass T exas State Bu’ctons (rare), or impor’ccd(?> ‘CSA‘ buttons (latc 1864~

65) (Adolphus 1996: 174).

Houston DePot trousers were usua”y made of Huntsvi”ejeans, the cadet gray kerseg being
sPaer ?orjackc’cs and kcpis. Adolp}wus (ibid) notes that the trousers had four to five
but’cons, unbleached domestic serving, for the Pockc’cs and wais’cbandl with a buckle and cloth
belt in the rear. Stripes in cotton webbing may or may not have been added.

However, it should also be remembered that the Houston DePot ‘Procluction Figures’
include some comP]ete goocls which made it to Texas through the blockade. ]n ]:a” 1863
Whar’conj the head of the [Houston Dcpotl rePor’ced receip’c of Zﬁoojackets and 2,916
Pairs of trousers in grey wool from (Great Britain (Aclolphus 1996: //j). Adolphus believes
that these might have been ear|9 T ait unhcorms, which would make them the first of their type
issued in America. Bg 1864 there is documentarg promC for this connection: Adolp%us
<1bld> notes the existence of a Feter T ait Compaﬂy shiPPing invoice of 10,000 "Suits
]mcantr9 um]corms“ to be shiPPecl via LiverPool to | exas in November 1864. Further
conclusive evidence of shipmcnt of complete uniforms from Pritain to | exas comes once
again from reports of [Tederal blockade runner shipmcnts off the coast of [ exas in
November 1863:

5/K / have the honor to report to you the capture ég this vesse/ [U55 \//'rg/n/a ] of the
Pritish [Dr{g Volante, of Jerscﬂ, this a’aﬂ [November é6th, 1863 1... Upon examination of her
papers, | found that she carried the [o//owfng articles contraband of war, viz, boots and 5/)065,

anm L’?/anéets case of stoc,é/n s 55/@5 of Confec/erate un/forms woo/cn C/Oflll etfc...
ﬂ o g g o p

(ORN. ] 20. 660).



The presence of Pritish importjackets in the | rans-Miss, whether in 1863 or 1864, might
also be Phgsica”g attested by numerous relic ]inecLscriPt s Britis}%import buttons recovered
from sites along the T exas Coast and | ouisiana (Adolphus ibicl.), and indeed from datable
sites such as the siege lines of F’ort [Hudson (Mag 186%) and the Battlcﬁe]d of Bagou
Bourbeau (November | 865) (author‘s co”ection)‘

Froblcms of Distribution, Manufacture, and Storagc

Despitc the number of c}epo’c uniforms Produccc} in the Trans~MississiPPi, the distribution
system did not seem to alwa95 be egective, esPeciang for units in the field. The memoir of
Maj. Si]as T. (Grisamore, the quartermaster of the 18th Louisiana ]mcantrg who served from
Shiloh throug% the Red River Campaign, does not record a sing]e effective c}epo’c issue to
his regiment. [Je notes that after their initial commutation issue by the state of | _ouisiana
(car]y Spring 1862), thcg drewjackcts in Scptember 1862 made }33 Priva’cc contractors in
Alabama which were "a gooc} size for lO~year~old~boys” along with over~|argc shirts and
trousers made by A]abama ladies relief organisations (Bergeron 199%. 82). The men were
able to get little use out of them. | ater, in | ouisiana (March i86§> (srisamore obtained a
quanti’cy of Pritish cadet grey kersey forhis regiment and had them made into by alocal tailor
who hailed from Faris. The results were disaPPointiﬂg: the sleeves ended at the elbows, and
the side Pockets fell under armPits. Despite their beauty (with black PiPiﬂg and brass
but’cons) many of the coats were unwearable. Grisamore also recalled another occasion when
out of a batch of 110 contractor coats made for the regimeﬂt at Thibacleaux on|9 3 could be
made to fit any man in the company for which they were intended. (Grisamore closes }39 writing
nlf there is ever any more wars or rumors of wars, | am going to steer clear of tailors who make

uniforms under contract® (Bergcron 199%:1 ]O).

in Missouri, the |ndian territory, and Arkansas the clo’ching situation became so dcsperatc
from 186% onwards that caPtured umorw uniforms were often utilised. George Washington

Gra\tjsonj a(Creeck Soldierﬁg%ting in Arkansas recounted (Baird 1991:99),

Our government had issued to our men certain wool hats of P/a/h 5/766f75 wool without any
co/onhg Now these /)ats.., had further a’/saa’vantage of /os/ng after a short service even the
ittle 5/78[76 and semblance of ﬁgure that had been given [’75 its manufacturer. Our soldiers



were Poor[y clad.. So when we caug/7t a Prfsoncr we g@n@ra//ﬂ strlppcfa/ him clean of his
Wear//zg appare/ as we c/es/rec/, t/wy a/waﬂs [’7@/}75 better than our own...

]ncleecl, in October 1864, Genera] Rosecrans addressed a letter of complaint to Geﬂ
Ster]ing Frice regarding the recent Missouri camPaign (OK ”], 5%, 1011). "A number of
Prisoners taken in this Figl‘nt were dressed in our uniform, and in obedience to existing orders
from departmcn’cal %cac}quar’ccrsj and the usages of war, ’c%eg were executed instanter.”
DesPite the aPPeals of Comceclerate authorities to cease this Practice from 1863 onwards,

the wearing, of blue in the northern Trans~MississiPPi bg southerners was common.

Jn late Mag 1864, after the conclusion of the ch} River campaign General Tag]or wrote
that his command was ”Wi’chout shoes, and ut’cer]g worn out with marc%ing and Fig%ting...(/lntil
an aclequate SUPP19 is furnished the Clothing Bureau is liberal in Promise and utter19 barren
in Pchormance.” (as cited in Ga“awag 1988: 125). ]ronica“g, in a region not lacking cat’c]e,
tanned leather Proc}uc’cion was a Problcm which doggec} the Trans~MississiPPi throughout
the war. For example in 1864 the 11th T exas ]mcantry (cajOO men) rePorted it was deficient
165 cartriclge boxes, 179 cap Pouches, 380 shoulder belts, and 258 waist belts! Uohannson
1998: 70). [T conomization with leather ware resulted in the ’ccnc}enc\tj of Trans~MississiPPi
imcaﬂtrgmen to clisPeﬂse with shoulder belts and suspencl cartridge boxes from the waist belt.
Froblems in leather Procluction not withstanc}iﬂg, the Shreveport and [Houston DePots had
been hit hard }33 a decline in cloth Proc}uction from Huntsvi”e (due to dccaging mac}wincrg)
and a tightening ]:ecleral blockade of the T exas coast. [rom mid-1864 onwarcls, clothiﬂg
shortages became so acute that Louisiana and Texas troops were allowed to go home on

Furlough, 50 long as ’Che\lj returned adequa’ce]g clothed (Ga“awag | 988).

Agood index of Trans~MississiPPi armaments is held in an Augustl 186% ordnance return
for Wa]ker's T exas ‘Greg%ound‘ Division: 2,697 .69 calibre Pcrcussion muskets (mostlg
1842 SPriﬂgﬁelds, with some earlier conversion Pieces), 1,485 E_nﬁe]cl thes, and 4% Colt
chcating Rifles (Johannson 1998: 68). T he rifled Pieccs were gcncra”g distributed to
flank companics (usua“g A & D), rather than to entire units. As Rudolf (Coreth of the %6th
Texas Cavalr9 (Dismountecl) noted:

777@ guns with the /or{gest range were given to the wing Compa/vlés, the next-farthest-
5/7001‘/’/75r ones to second compan/cs and so forth till the center gets the Poorcst guns... 50



we Jost our Em[fc/a/ rifles and got 5/hger5 [5prihg@r5 or 5//}7gcr5?/ in their P/aC@. ( Goync
1982:114).

However, }39 the end of the successful Recl Kiver CamPaign in SPriﬂg 1864 these numbers
had chaﬂged somewhat for the survivors of the Greghouncl Division, Particular]g due to
captures at Mansﬁelc}: 848 .69 calibre smootH;ores, and 2,%5% rifles (mostlg E_mcields and

Spring Fielc}s)

Blcssing’con (1875: 115) wrote of the dress of Wa”«ir‘s Division after the ch River

camPaign:

/t /s /}npossl'[,?/e to Pofnt out the varfety our division Pr@sentec/. [Fere would be a fellow
dressed in /)omcspun pants, with the knees out of t/)c?m; on his head m{g/ﬁ be stuck the
remnant of a straw /)at, while a faded Pcn/tcnt;ﬁary cloth /’ackct would P@r/maps COmP/Ct@ his
outht. / '/J/'s ne{g/lléor very //]ée/ﬂ was arrayec/ in breeches made of some castott L’?/anéet, with a
dﬂcdsﬁlﬁ as black as the ace ozfspaa’cs and no hat at all..

Another Greyhound remarked that most of the division's clothes left in storage before the
Red River campaign were either stolen or had rotted Uo}wannson 1998:71).



Recommendations for the (Generic | rans-Miss [Toot Soldier: mid 1863-~end 1864

T he following is a guide for a 'generic' T rans-Mississippi impression, valid for mid to late war
2 g g pprimp

Bayou ]:ourche (AKK), Red River (LA), and Camdeﬂ (ARK) camPaigﬂs and for garrison
cluty in | exas. lt is derived from informal suggestions by ]:reclerick Aclolphus (Pers.comm.),

from Adolp%us (1996) and modified on the basis of my own research on P}'no’cos and

contcmporary sketches:

!ac‘cct Cadet Grey Kcrscg or Taupe! ‘Drab‘ Jeans Jacketl 6or7 'Block l' bu’ctons, low

curved co”ar, length 2" below hiPs, osnaburg ]im’ﬂg‘ This will serve as a [Jouston or

Shreveportjacket Agood pattern (which can then be slig}ﬂtlg modified) is (Charlie (Childs’
‘Tl‘nomas Taglor‘ pattern (w}'n'ch has the rig}wt collar and basic cut, thoug% a bit s%or’c}.

E rousers may be of w}'ni’cejcans or suitable 'homespun'jcan (}DIUC or brown) with a belt at the
rear waist seam (Kichmond Depot stgle Pattern). Buttons may be of bone or Pewter‘

Accoutrcmcr\ts Black or russet leather. Some cartriclge boxes were made }39 the Houston

Depot (see [ choes ofG/ory, pg | 97), but no replicas are being made today. USing a(lS
pattern box suitable for your gun calibre would appear the best Policy. Flace the car’cridgc

and cap boxes both on the waistbelt, as cartriclge box slings were rare in the T rans-
Mississippi‘ The most common belt type for our region was of the simP]e tharness style‘ roller
buckle varictyj 1 3/4% wide belt. Make sure that the roller buckle is Proper]g Japanned
(Tran&Mississippi DePot is your best suPPIier>.

DcPot Producccl Shirts and Drawcrs bleached white cotton, unbleached osnaburgs, blue

linen clri”, unbleached ﬂannel, incligo blue striPes, blue checks and other documented cloth
with white g]ass button for shirts. Flanncl or linen for drawers with two bone buttons per Pain

For homemade shirts draw insPirations from aPProPriatc soldier Pho’coa

:ihocs Dcpo’c Brogans (chgcc}, double-thick so]edl straig%t lasts OK crooked), or Bri’cish
]mPort Brogans (sewn aﬂcl/or nailed soles — not Peggecl). Russet Brogans were atgPica],

and were viewed as 'slave shoes.’

Hats Fhotos, and the mid to late war Trans~MississiPPi sketches of Merrick (1991) and an
unknown individual (Davis 1999) show an interesting pattern. chis appear to have been
very common on later war Trans~MississiPPi Comceclerates, with 18 of 37 individuals



counted on 4 Winter 1862,/6% to Autumn 1864 sketches wearing, them. | he remainder wear
either flat or round crownecl, dark colour slouches. The few surviving mid to late war Portrait
Photos of common Trans~MississiPPi soldiers show that most slouches were black, with
s]ight]y more flat crowned than round-crowned, some aPPcaring in the s’cylc of Hardee hats.
KePis were either P]ain or featured a branch of service band. Buttons/chiﬂstraps on kePis

were oFten not Present as an economization.

Cantccn The most common clug finds in the Trans~MississiPPi are typical 6" flat tin drum
canteens. Most of these would have had leather straps Fcaturing l"japannc& roller buckles
(moc}hc\tj the Jamigan‘s variet}j }33 replacing their brass buckle with japanncé varictyj also

available from theml)

Havcrsacic Plain linen or white cottonjeans, with button closure; avoid all tarred sacks for

Trans~MississiPPi (Confederate impression.

I élanket most of the blankets used }33 Trans~MississiPPi soldiers were Pritish impor’cs which
came in largc numbers throug}w the blockade. Thcg were of a hcavy wool cloth and blueish in

colour. The best replica of this type of blanket can be had from Char]ie Chllcls (’B]ue~6rey
Comceclerate B]anket’ $99>.

Wcagons The most common|9 available weapons were 1842 Springlcielcl Muskets and
E_mciclc} thes.

Aclmowlcdgcmcnts

Special thanks to [Trederick Adolp%us for supplging me with most of the information found
in part % and to Jon Egg]eston for sending me some of the Trans~MississiPPi

Qpartermaster returns.
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