"\We Spicc] the Abs Coming"
by Cl‘narlcs Bcrmett

[ lias R. Poles was a nincteen~9car~old third corPoral in Company D of the 4th
chiment T exas Mounted \/o]untccrs when he goug%t in the Ba’ctlc of \/alverc}e, the
first major Civil War engagement in the Southwest‘

Boles's company, origina”g called The San Andres Light [Horse ComPang, was
raised in Milum Count\tjj T exas, }33 Char]es Marion | _esueur, who became a caP’cain
of the company. Thc unit, composcd of men from Milam Countg as well as
ﬂeighboriﬂg Wi”iamson County, was enrolled on SCPtember 7, 186 1, in Milam
County. lt was mustered into Con?eclerate service for the war nine clays later at
Camp Siblcg, near San Antonio, as Company D, 4th chimcnt T exas Mounted
\/o]unteers. ComPaﬂy D took Part in the battles of \/alvercle and G]orieta and the
skirmish at Fera]ta. OF the eight3~nine men on the company ro”, three were meclica”y
dischargcdl two joincc} the Regimenta] Arti“eryl and one who transferred in was
Promoted to regimental sergeant major Prior to the march to New Mexico. One
trooper was left behind sick at Fort Bliss and later cliecl, leaviﬂg eighty%:wo soldiers in
the company for the invasion. During the campaign, one man died of disease, eig}'nt
were killed (three at \/alverc}e and five at Glorieta), eig}'nt were wounded (two at
\/a]vercle and six at G]orieta), and eleven were taken Prisoner, inc]ucling four of those
wounded at (Glorieta. T wo men died of disease at the end of the campaign. With the
return of the two men from the chimenta] Ar’ci“crg, Compang D arrived back in Son
Antonio Fo”owiﬂg the Now Mexico camPaign with sixt9~two men fit for duty. E_]ias

Bo]es was one of these.

Poles's letter to his parents, written shortlg after the Pattle of Valverde, contains the
though’cs of a [ exas farm }JOH turned temporary soldier who is in the midst of the
greatest adventure of his lhce, so for. [is gout}‘ncul excitement ever the battle and his

enthusiasm in relating its details to his Pareﬂts are touching

Charles Benﬂett, assistant director and curator of co”ections, Fa]ace of the
(Governors, transcribed Poles's letter, which is in the collection of the History
Library at the Falace of the Governors‘ The letter has been edited for sPe”iﬂg,



grammar, and ease in rca&ing. The information in Parentheses was added }33 the
editor.



New Mexico [ erritory, [eb. 28, 1862
Y

D@arMotAcrana’/:at/)cr,

Jt /s the greatest P/casure that | embrace the present opportun/’z,y of
writing to gyou. / have some very gooc/ news ... YWe have had a very hard

battle. /t was called the Batt/e of Va/verc/e, which ég [’76/}75 /'nterpretea{
is (reen \/a//eﬂ. Jt is situated five miles above [t Cra{g on the Kio
(rande.

On 5unc/ay the iét/ll, we were to march up the K/o Grana/c from 12
miles below [t Cra{g We had marched within three miles of the fort
when a /a/gc force of Cava//y and /'m[ant(g came to meet us. Wc on/ﬂ had
a few men, /supposc about 1,000 ... [ he Abs (Abolitionists) came
toward us and we showed quflll' to them and t/wy backed 074{ we suppose
to tfy to get us to follow them to the zfort, but we was a little too bold for
them. Wc did not return and started off and tﬁcﬂ C/)a/(‘gca/ ([j@utcnant

Co/onc/ Jo/lm K ) Bay/or’s men and fired on them but did no harm. 7—/[]6
[7055 returned the Comp/fmcnt and killed one man and wounded one.

We all went back 12 miles and campca’ and staﬂca/. 77)6 next a/aﬂ and
the next we crossed the river and campca’ on the other side ... 7—/76 next
a/ay we traveled about + m/'/cs, and about suna/own, we spléc/ the Aés
acom/ng Wc run and formed ourselves on the hill [ront[n‘g them and
commenced zfl'rfn‘g on them with our artf//crﬂ. We killed two men and (the
/: ederal troops) foug/n‘ back to their whole.

Wc then Campcc/, and next morn/ng we started on .. About 8 o'clock
t/’wﬂ attacked us ... 7—/76 first reg[mcnt was in advance and was cx/ooscc/
to the fire of the Yanks sometime before we got any /)@40. T hen (ol
[ 7770/7735 Jc#crson) Grccn came to our assistance. Our company was
on the r{gf’ﬂ' wing with 3 others. We were in a very strong na tural Posit/on

with that noble man ([ ieutenant (_olonel VWilliam K.) 5cur/y i
command. We /aﬂ there with our horses cxposea’ to the fire of the



cannon. We held that Pos/tfon for 1 hour when we were ordered to the
left wing to the relief of Maj. 6amue/ A) [_océr/c/ge. We then mounted
our horses and Proceec/ec/, and Just as we got there we were ordered to
take a position in a gu//ﬂ that gave us great shelter from the fire of their

cannon ana/sma//arms.

W@ were under a /)ea\{y fire for + /)our:s, but you must recollect that we
were c/o/ng some sﬁoot/hg too. Co/ (ireen was the Commanc//ng ofl[/'cer;
he was W/?/ppea/ at the time, but the men of the first regiment told him that
tﬁc\y was not W/)fppca/ and then feel faulted. [is arﬁ//ey (was) r{gﬁt 7]
front of our comparny. /—]'e said he wanted to be where there was men

that would stand up to (tﬁcm) and he would (gfvc (tﬁc /: ca/cra/s) some

hard p///s to swa//om s0 we commenced )C;}‘I}?‘g.

7—/4@/7 the Yankccs /o/antca’ their battey 600 ﬂarals from us; there were
three 12 Pounc/crs, one 8 Pounc/crana/ two & Pouna/ers. We stood there
15 minutes and a c/%arge was ordered. 7776r7 our company went in front
of the battefg and + Compamés (were) on the left. We five compan/cs
took the cannon, all six P/cccs, and turned them on the Yan,éccs. Gooc/

gracious the AL’?S does run...

We ga/nca/ a Comp/ctc v/ctory, run the Yanéccs and Acpt the Feld.
7—/76/‘6 was 4, 500 Yankccs on the field and 1,500 of us. Wc killed and
morta/{g wounded 400 men. Wc /ost, killed or morta/{g wounded between
40 (ana/) 50; 120 ( Wcrc) 5//g/7t[9 wounded. 7776rc were two killed in our
company. T here was [Daniel (illeland and J/m 5/aug/)tcn [ here was
very many wounded. 77'@5 were killed dead in the C/éargc on the [731%@/:9.
7—/51@3 died as brave as (_acsar. Jac,é Crove says, and. Jo/lm 53(,//65 and
Uo/m /\//) §traa/cr and Jamcs 5tcp/76n5, and all the [7055 say t/mﬂ
want you to tell their folks that tﬁcy are well and that t/:cy did not get
hurt in the Rattle.

/ have not got time to write any more of /}npon‘ancc. My candle is
g//mmcrfng. / have not told you half, / could but we have to send our letters
t/7roug/7 the mountains for we are 40 miles above Cra{g and the Yankees



are there and our mails cannot get below. We will starve them out after

awhile. Wirite soon.

Your son,

K 50/@5

/D 5 7—/[16 battle lasted 9 hours.

ERB



